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COORDINATION OF THE WORK OF THE WORLD HEALTH 

ASSEMBLY, THE EXECUTIVE BOARD AND  

THE REGIONAL COMMITTEE 

Three resolutions and two decisions adopted by the Sixty-sixth World Health 

Assembly are presented in this working document with an explanation of their implications 

for the work of WHO in the Western Pacific Region.  Members of the Regional Committee 

are requested to express their views on the relevance of these resolutions and decisions to 

WHO’s programme of cooperation with countries and areas in the Region.   

Seven resolutions, one decision and three technical progress reports that are also 

relevant to the Region will be discussed under the corresponding agenda items during the 

sixty-fourth session of the WHO Regional Committee for the Western Pacific.  

A complete list of resolutions and decisions adopted by the World Health Assembly 

is attached as Annex 1.   

The draft provisional agenda of the 134th session of the Executive Board is attached 

as Annex 3. 



WPR/RC64/10 

page 2 

WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY DECISIONS AND RESOLUTIONS  

OF INTEREST TO THE REGION 

The Sixty-sixth World Health Assembly adopted 24 resolutions and 13 decisions, which are 

listed at the end of this paper (Annex 1).  The Health Assembly resolutions below (Annex 2) will be 

addressed in the corresponding agenda item of the sixty-fourth session of the WHO Regional 

Committee for the Western Pacific: 

• WHA66(9) Strategic resource allocation methodology (RC agenda item 10) 

• WHA66.1 Twelfth General Programme of Work, 2014–2019 (RC agenda item 10) 

• WHA66.2 Programme budget 2014–2015 (RC agenda item 10) 

• WHA66.4 Towards universal eye health: a global action plan 2014–2019  

(RC agenda item 11) 

• WHA66.7 Implementation of the recommendations of the United Nations 

Commission on Life-Saving Commodities for Women and Children (RC agenda 

item 15) 

• WHA66.10 Follow-up to the Political Declaration of the High-level Meeting of the 

General Assembly on the Prevention and Control of Non-communicable Diseases 

(RC agenda item 14) 

• WHA66.11 Health in the post-2015 development agenda (RC agenda item 15) 

• WHA66.23 Transforming health workforce education in support of universal health 

coverage (RC agenda item 15) 

The WHA technical progress report on the “Implementation of the International Health 

Regulations (IHR 2005)”, particularly the criteria for extension of the deadline for the development of 

individual countries’ IHR core capacities will be discussed under RC agenda item 15 as part of the 

progress report on the Asia Pacific Strategy for Emerging Diseases (2010) and International Health 

Regulations (2005). 

The WHA technical progress reports on “Poliomyelitis: intensification of the global eradication 

initiative” including the new polio endgame and the “Global vaccine action plan” will be discussed 
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under RC agenda item 15 as part of the progress report on the Expanded Programme on 

Immunization. 

The attention of the WHO Regional Committee for the Western Pacific is drawn to two 

decisions and three resolutions: 

• WHA66(8) WHO reform: financing of WHO 

• WHA66(10) Substandard/spurious/falsely-labelled/falsified/counterfeit medical 

products 

• WHA66.8 Comprehensive mental health action plan 2013–2020 

• WHA66.9 Disability 

• WHA66.12 Neglected tropical diseases  

The two decisions and three resolutions (Annex 2) are discussed below.  

The agenda of the 134th session of the Executive Board is attached as Annex 3. 

Decision WHA66(8) WHO reform: financing of WHO 

Background 

The Sixty-sixth World Health Assembly decided to establish a financing dialogue to increase 

the predictability and transparency of WHO’s financing.  This new financing mechanism will allow 

contributors to better align resources with outputs, as defined by Member States in the biennial 

programme budget.  This process will start with the 2014–2015 biennium. 

Two hundred and fifty-six delegates from Member States and representatives from partner 

agencies attended the first financing dialogue on 24 June 2013 at WHO headquarters in Geneva, in 

person or via webcast.  The second financing dialogue is scheduled for 25–26 November 2013 in 

Geneva. 

Relevance to the Region 

The Western Pacific Region is home to approximately 1.8 billion people, or more than one 

quarter of the world’s population.  The work of WHO in the Region has helped countries and areas 

mount effective responses to health threats; however, challenges remain.  More than 75% of the 
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resources of the WHO Western Pacific Region are mobilized through voluntary contributions.  These 

funds are critical to the Region's many priority programmes. 

Recommended actions for Member States 

Increased predictability of resources is essential for the efficient and timely implementation of 

the resolutions of the WHO Regional Committee for the Western Pacific.  Continuous engagement 

and participation of Member States in this process is vital. 

Decision WHA66(10) Substandard/spurious/falsely-labelled/falsified/counterfeit  

medical products 

Background 

The Sixty-fifth World Health Assembly adopted resolution WHA65.19 establishing a new 

Member State mechanism on substandard/spurious/falsely-labelled/falsified/counterfeit (SSFFC) 

medical products.  The first meeting of the mechanism took place in Buenos Aires, Argentina, in 

November 2012. The meeting decided that: regional groups would elect a chairperson and submit to 

the Secretariat the names of two vice-chairpersons per region; and those officers would form the 

Steering Committee on the Member State mechanism. Member States by April 2013 have not yet 

agreed on a chairperson for the mechanism.  Therefore a formal meeting of the Steering Committee 

has not yet taken place, and the implementation of the workplan as approved in resolution WHA65.19 

has not yet started. 

To move forward, the regional coordinators organized an informal meeting of the Steering 

Committee in Geneva on 11 April 2013. It was attended by the vice-chairpersons or their nominated 

replacements, and chaired by the Secretariat in the absence of a chairperson. The report by the 

Secretariat, including discussions from this meeting, was presented to the Sixty-sixth World Health 

Assembly in May 2013.
1
  

The Health Assembly, having considered the report, recommended that the chairmanship of the 

Steering Committee on the Member State mechanism on substandard/spurious/falsely-labelled/ 

falsified/counterfeit medical products operate on the basis of rotation on an interim basis, without 

prejudice to the existing terms of reference for the mechanism.  The decision does not make implicit 

recommendations on the rotation; however, rotation among the vice-chairpersons was proposed.  

Several Member States supported the proposal by Brazil during the discussions (India, Canada, 

Argentina and the United States of America). 

                                                      

1 Document A66/22. 
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The Member State mechanism on SSFFC was set up to clearly define different terms related to 

the quality of medicines and demarcate these from issues of intellectual property and trademark 

infringements.  However, divergent perceptions among Member States still exist regarding concrete 

ways to deal with the SSFFC medical product issue.  Opposing views may continue to delay active 

implementation of the workplan as approved in resolution WHA65.19. 

Relevance to the Region 

This decision on the rotation of the chairperson will allow the conduct of the first official 

meeting of the Steering Committee and pave the way to implement the workplan.  The Secretariat is 

now in the process of identifying dates for the second meeting of the Member State mechanism. This 

meeting is tentatively planned for November 2013. 

The risk of potential harm from substandard/spurious/falsely-labelled/falsified/counterfeit 

medical products is high in the Western Pacific Region due to the common occurrence of these 

dangerous products in several countries.  These products may significantly contribute to the 

emergence of antimicrobial resistance, such as artemisinin-resistant malaria or the spread of 

multidrug-resistant tuberculosis, in addition to harm to individual patients. Therefore, Member States 

will need urgent and harmonized actions through the Member States mechanism to deal with public 

health consequences of the sale of SSFFC medical products. Strengthening of regulatory capacity and 

intercountry collaboration will be critical to deal with this issue in the Western Pacific Region. 

Recommended actions for Member States 

The decision does not provide specific recommendations for Member States. 

Recommended actions for WHO 

The decision does not provide specific recommendations for WHO. 

Resolution WHA66.8 Comprehensive mental health action plan 2013–2020 

Background 

Mental disorders, accounting for 13% of the global disease burden, fall within a wider spectrum 

that includes neurological and substance-use disorders. The treatment gap for mental disorders is large 

all over the world.  Between 76% and 85% of people with severe mental disorders in low- and 

middle-income countries do not receive any treatment for their mental health conditions.  In 

high-income countries, the figures are also high: between 35% and 50% that go untreated. 
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Relevance to the Region 

An estimated 100 million people are suffering from mental disorders of various severities.  

Depressive disorder alone is responsible for 5.73% of overall disease burden in the Region.  People 

with mental disorders often remain untreated due to various barriers.  

Mental health is considered a priority throughout the Region, discussed at different high-level 

forums, such as sessions of the WHO Regional Committee for the Western Pacific, the Pacific Health 

Ministers Meeting, and meetings of the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) and the 

Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN). 

Recommended actions for Member States 

The resolution urges Member States to implement the proposed actions for Member States in 

the comprehensive mental health action plan 2013–2020. Ministries of health must take the lead to 

ensure that national mental health policies, plans and programmes are developed and implemented to 

address issues from promotion and prevention to treatment and rehabilitation. 

Recommended actions for WHO 

The resolution requests the Director-General to implement actions for the Secretariat and 

submit reports to the World Health Assembly in 2015, 2018 and 2021.  WHO will support Member 

States in their efforts to develop and strengthen comprehensive national mental health policies and 

plans and provide technical assistance to countries in line with their particular needs.  As a part of this 

global effort, the WHO Regional Office for the Western Pacific is developing a regional action plan 

on mental health (2014–2019). 

Resolution WHA66.9 Disability 

Background 

Disability includes all people who experience difficulties in functioning due to a wide range of 

health conditions and the environments where they live.  Although reliable data are scarce, disability 

is estimated to impact approximately 15% of the global population, with prevalence increasing due to 

ageing populations and chronic health conditions.  Low- and middle-income countries experience 

higher rates of disability.  People with disabilities generally have poorer health outcomes with limited 

access and additional barriers to health care, such as higher rates of poverty and lower educational 

achievement.  There is a significant unmet need for medical rehabilitation services, national and 

sectoral action plans and better data on disability.  WHO’s recent work on disability includes the 
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publication of the World Report on Disability 2011, Community-based Rehabilitation: CBR 

Guidelines, Guidelines on the provision of manual wheelchairs in less-resourced settings and the 

development of the Model Disability Survey.  Country support continues to focus on broad action as 

well as work on assistive devices and community-based rehabilitation. 

Relevance to the Region 

Disability prevalence is increasing in the Western Pacific Region, with a corresponding need 

for accessible environments, including health and expanded disability services.  Many Member States 

require technical support and capacity development to scale up their efforts.  Still, disability remains 

under-prioritized.  Support for implementation of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of 

Persons with Disabilities is often inadequate.  WHO supports implementation of the United Nations 

convention across the Region, particularly the articles relating to health, rehabilitation and data. 

Recommended actions for Member States 

National leadership in disability is essential for promoting the rights and the inclusion of people 

with disabilities.  Governments should further prioritize disability integration into health services and 

strengthen cross-ministerial mechanisms to support integration of disability into priority sectors. 

Member States are requested to note World Health Assembly resolution WHA66.9 and 

collaborate with WHO to develop a global disability action plan.  Additional actions recommended 

include: implement the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities; develop national plans 

of action; increase data collection and integration with health information systems; ensure mainstream 

health services are inclusive; strengthen disability leadership and coordination roles; promote 

rehabilitation; increase access to assistive devices; and strengthen community-based rehabilitation 

approaches.   

Recommended actions for WHO 

In developing a global disabilty action plan as requested by resolution WHA66.9, WHO will 

consult Member States and other stakeholders.   

Key recommendations to the WHO Director-General include greater integration of disability 

into WHO technical work and support for the report of the High-level Meeting of the United Nations 

General Assembly on Disability “The way forward: a disability-inclusive development agenda 

towards 2015 and beyond”.  It requests that WHO develop a comprehensive action plan with 

measurable outcomes. 
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Resolution WHA66.12 Neglected tropical diseases 

Background 

Neglected tropical diseases (NTDs) affect more than one billion people worldwide, with the 

poor suffering the greatest toll.  They can be effectively controlled, and some can be eliminated or 

eradicated.  Sixty-four resolutions on individual or small groups of NTDs were endorsed by the World 

Health Assembly between 1949 and 2013.  Resolution WHA66.12, endorsed in May 2013, brought all 

of these diseases under one umbrella and emphasized the need to eliminate many of these diseases.  

Resolution WHA66.12 urges Member States to implement appropriate interventions in order to 

reach the 2020 targets set out in Accelerating Work to Overcome the Global Impact of Neglected 

Tropical Diseases: A Roadmap for Implementation. 

Relevance to the Region 

In accordance with the road map, 2020 will be the target date for Member States in the Western 

Pacific Region to control and eliminate NTDs.  Thirteen out of 17 NTDs are public health issues in 28 

countries and areas in the Region. The Regional Action Plan for Neglected Tropical Diseases in the 

Western Pacific Region (2012–2016), which was endorsed by the Regional Committee in 2012, is 

aligned with the WHA resolution.  In order to achieve the 2020 targets, some countries will need to 

accelerate considerably the implementation of interventions. 

Recommended actions for Member States 

To reach the targets in the global road map and the regional action plan, Member States should 

ensure national ownership of NTD programmes and seek national and international long-term 

financial commitments to fight NTDs.  Member States should also sustain effective treatment 

coverage with preventive chemotherapy for school-age and preschool children and women of 

child-bearing age for the control of soil-transmitted helminths, as well as for endemic communities for 

the elimination of schistosomiasis, and the entire at-risk population above two years of age for the 

elimination of lymphatic filariasis. Member States should also improve the provision of safe 

drinking-water and sanitation and strengthen health promotion and education, vector control and 

veterinary public health with the ultimate goal of elimination and eradication of NTDs. 
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ANNEX 1 

RESOLUTIONS AND DECISIONS ADOPTED BY THE  

SIXTY-SIXTH WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY 

Resolution number Title of resolution 

WHA66.1 Twelfth General Programme of Work, 2014–2019 

WHA66.2 Programme budget 2014–2015 

WHA66.3 Amendments to Financial Regulations and Financial Rules 

WHA66.4 Towards universal eye health: a global action plan 2014–2019 

WHA66.5 Health conditions in the occupied Palestinian territory, including east Jerusalem, 

and in the occupied Syrian Golan 

WHA66.6 Financial report and audited financial statements for the period  

1 January 2012–31 December 2012 

WHA66.7 Implementation of the recommendations of the United Nations Commission on 

Life-Saving Commodities for Women and Children 

WHA66.8 Comprehensive mental health action plan 2013–2020 

WHA66.9 Disability 

WHA66.10   Follow-up to the Political Declaration of the High-level Meeting of the General 

Assembly on the Prevention and Control of Non-communicable Diseases 

WHA66.11  Health in the post-2015 development agenda 

WHA66.12  Neglected tropical diseases 

WHA66.13  Status of collection of assessed contributions, including Member States in arrears 

in the payment of their contributions to an extent that would justify invoking 

Article 7 of the Constitution 

WHA66.14  Special arrangements for settlement of arrears: Tajikistan 

WHA66.15  Scale of arrangements for 2014–2015 

WHA66.16  Foreign exchange risk management 

WHA66.17  Report of the External Auditor 

WHA66.18  Follow-up of the report of the Working Group on the Election of the 

Director-General of the World Health Organization 

WHA66.19  Real estate 

WHA66.20  Agreement between the World Health Organization and the South Centre 

WHA66.21 Reassignment of South Sudan from the Eastern Mediterranean Region to the 

African Region 

WHA66.22 Follow-up of the report of the Consultative Expert Working Group on Research 

and Development:  Financing and Coordination 

WHA66.23 Transforming health workforce education in support of universal health coverage 

WHA66.24 eHealth standardization and interoperability 
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Annex 1 

Decision number Title of decision 

WHA66(1) Composition of the Committee on Credentials 

WHA66(2) Election of officers of the Sixty-sixth World Health Assembly 

WHA66(3) Establishment of the General Committee 

WHA66(4) Adoption of the agenda 

WHA66(5) Election of officers of the main committees 

WHA66(6) Verification of credentials 

WHA66(7) Election of Members entitled to designate a person to serve on the Executive 

Board 

WHA66(8) Financing of WHO 

WHA66(9) Strategic resource allocation methodology 

WHA66(10)   Substandard/spurious/falsely-labelled/falsified/counterfeit medical products 

WHA66(11) Appointment of representatives to the WHO Staff Pension Committee 

WHA66(12) Follow-up of the report of the Consultative Expert Working Group on Research 

and Development:  Financing and Coordination 

WHA66(13) Selection of the country in which the Sixty-seventh World Health Assembly would 

be held 
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