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INTERNATIONAL MONITORING OF ADVERSE REACTIONS TO DRUGS 

Report by the Director-General

1. The Nineteenth World Health Assembly^- requested "the Director-General to
2

initiate a pilot research project, along the lines indicated in his report, with 

the aim of establishing an international system of monitoring adverse reactions to 

drugs using information derived from National Centres" and accepted "the generous 

offer of the Government of the United States of America of data-processing facilities 

for this purpose".

2. In order to determine in which way reports of suspected adverse reactions 

should be transmitted from national centres to the proposed WHO pilot research 

project, the Director-General convened a meeting in Washington in June 1966 attended 
by experts from eight countries which possess operational monitoring schemes. 

Aspects relating to the problems of communicating detailed reports in an acceptable 

language for computer recording were discussed with the assistance of experts in 

the field of communications science.

3. On 17 July 1966 the Director-General addressed a letter to the Secretary of 
State, Washington, with a view to ascertaining (l) the nature of the various 

facilities, services and financial resources which the Government of the United 

States of America intended to provide in support of the WHO pilot research project 

on international drug monitoring, and (2) the period of time for which such 
resources might be expected to be placed at the disposal of WHO.

4. The negotiations with the Government of the United States of America have 

now been compléted and the arrangements made are as follows:

1 Resolution WHA19.35, Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org., 151, 16.
2 Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org., 148, Annex 11.
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4.1 A grant in cash covering the period 10 May I967 to 9 May 1968 in the amount of 

US$ 190 000 will be made. This grant is to cover the initial twelve-month period

of an estimated three-year project. The grant is to cover the cost to WHO of the 

salaries and related expenses, including travel, of the staff considered necessary 

to be recruited and appointed by WHO. It also is to cover the cost of technical 

meetings, consultant services, documentation, communications and supplies and 

miscellaneous expenses.

4.2 In addition to the cash grant, the Government of the United States of America 

will provide to WHO without charge the following:

(a) suitable office space

(b) office furniture and equipment, and

(c) approximately 400 hours of computer and supporting services.


