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Progress Report by the Director -General 

In accordance with resolution WНА19.531 of the Nineteenth World Health Assembly, 

a preliminary report was presented to the Executive Board at its thirty -ninth session. 

It was based on the returns of a questionnaire2 to Member States and Assoèiate 

Members; the questionnaire, in compliance with the wishes expressed during the 

discussion at the Nineteenth World Health Assembly, was brief and limited to essential 

items. 

The Executive Board, after its discussion of the preliminary report, requested 

the Director- General in resolution PR39.R253 "to 6о t riúe this study, taking into 

account the remarks and suggestions made in the course of the discussion, and to 

submit a progress report to the Twentieth World Health Assembly ". 

The present progress report consists of two parts; Part I is a summary of 

general information on past and current activities related to the question of 

equivalence of medical degrees in different countries. Part II is an up to date 

summary and a general review of replies to the questionnaire. 

1 Off. Rec. Wld 11th Org., 151, 26. 

Aiinex I. 

3 off. Rec. w1d 11th Ora., 157, 15. 
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This progress report shows the multiple aspects of the undertaking. The study is 

far from being completed, and it is moped that the discussion at the World Health Assembly 

will provide the necessary guidance for its pursuit and define its limits. 

PART I. EQUIVALENCE OF MEDICAL DEGREES WITH RESPECT TO THE PRACTICE OF MEDICINE 

This part is a summary of general information on past and current WHO activities 

related to the question of equivalence of medical degrees in various countries. 

1. Technical criteria 

Information on length of studies in each country, contents of the curriculum, title 

obtained on qualification and special requirements for the practice of medicine is to a 

limited extent available in the World Directory of Medical Schools,1 which also contains 

in its Annex II a summary and a comparative table for all the countries of such data as 

were available. 

2. Minimum standards of medical education 

Problems related to the curriculum were studied in detail in 1961 by a study group 

on internationally acceptable minimum standards of medical education . The suggestions 

and recommendations of this study group emphasized the indispensable features of medical 

education, against which the programme of any individual school could be compared. It 
should be stressed that the recommendations on acceptable minimum standards were not 

meant to enforce uniformity of curricula, and that it was clearly recognized that the 

needs of various ountries would impose varying demands. 

1 World Health Organization, World Directory of Medical Schools (Third Edition), 

Geneva, 1963. 

2 Wld 11th Org. techn. Rep. Ser., 1962, 239. 
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3. Legal criteria 

Regulations governing the practice of medicine in some countries are included in the 

World Directory of Medical Schools,I both in the chapters for the individual countries and, 

for those without medical schools, in its Annex I. These regulations may be either for 

nationals who obtained their medical edúcation abroad, or for foreigners wishing to practise 

in the country. 

The International Digest of Health Legislation also publishes in full or summarizes 

information on legislation concerning licences for the practice of medicine in all countries. • comparative analysis of this legislation will be published before the end of the year 

in one of the issues of the International Health Digest, as part of the study now in 

progress. 

FART II. REVIEW OF TEE QUESTIONNAIЕЕ ON THE CRITERIA FOR ACCEPTANCE 0F MEDICAL DEGREES 
AND DIPLOMAS 

This part is a review of the replies to the questionnaire with annexed tables 

summarizing the data. 

1. General considerations 

Before studying the questionnaire and the replies received from governments, it may 

be useful to provide a synthesis o some of the annotations on the returned questionnaires, 

•nd of other available information about existing practices or legislative provisions. 
Four elements generally observed in the process of admission to practise medicine in a 

country other than the one of study are as follows: 

1.1 Holding a medical degree, or diploma. The question generally involved is the 

standing of the institution that issued the degree or diploma, and whether it is a 

recognized institution which provides medical education for the practice of medicine in 

the country of study itself. This can normally be ascertained: 

(a) by official enquiry from governmental or other authorities, including 

regional or national accrediting bodies; 

(b) by checking against an international list of institutions such as the WHO 

World Directory of Medical Schools. 

j 
World Health Organization, World Directory of Medical Schools (Third Edition), 

Geneva, 1963. 
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1.2 The existence of a bilateral or multilateral agreement validating certain degrees 

or diplomas, either for educational purposes or for the practice of medicine, usually 

involving the question of reciprocity. 

1.3 In those cases where such agreements, reciprocal or otherwise, exist, holders of 

certain degrees or diplomas may be allowed to practise medicine in a country other than 

their own, or in their own country if they were educated abroad, either 

(a) without any other conditions; or 

(b) only after passing an examination for a licence to practise medicine. Such 

examinations may exist for nationals who have studied in the country itself, or the• 
may be limited to those who have studied abroad. This may entail examination in 

only special subjects, such as medical legislation, or it may cover the entire 

medical curriculum; or 

(с) only with limitations as to the freedom of practice. These limitations may 

include provisional licensing and a prescribed experience (internship), or practice 

only in prescribed areas and institutions. 

Generally, these conditions are defined in special legislation.. 

2. The questionnaire 

The questionnaire addressed to governments is shown in Annex 1. It consists of two 

sections. Section A relates to the acceptance of r,oreign medical degrees and diplomas f� 
medical practice. Section B attempted to elicit in;гΡormation on the acceptance of 

f-reign medical degrees and diplomas for admission to post -graduate training. The 

latter being dealt with in most countries by academic institutions and not by the 

governments, very little information has been received and it is not possible, at the 

present stage, to pursue the analysis of this specific aspect. 

The replies to the questionnaire have been summarized in Annex 2, Table 1 and Tame 2. 

Table 1 lists the countries which, subject to specified conditions, accept foreign 

medical degrees held by nationals or foreigners for the practice of medicine. Table 2 

lists the countries which accept foreign i.edical degrees and diplomas unconditionally. 

Some of the governments have specified which medical degrees and diplomas they accept. 

In most cases, however, the information is lacking or is only partial and tabulation of 

the data would have been misleading. 
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Questionnaire on the criteria of the acceptance of medical degrees and diplomas 
as existing in the respective countries 

COUNTRY RECEIVING ТИE UESTIONNAIRE 

Acceptance of foreign medical degrees and diplomas for medical practice 

1. Does your Government accept foreign medical 
degrees and _iлlomas held by nationals of 
your country? 

Which degrees or diplomas? 

From which countries or which universities? 

D 

2. If answer to above is "Yes ", is acceptance 
made: insert X if applicable 

. (a) without any condition 

(b) on the basis of bilateral agreements 
(with which countries ?) 

(c) on the basis of multilateral agreements 

(with which countries ?) 

(d) on any other condition, such as 

(i) further examinations 

(ii) requirements of additional medical 
training (clinical years, internship, 

work under supervision in a hospital) 

D 
! / 

U 
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(iii) type of practice permitted: 

private 

only under supervision in hospitals 

only as a responsible physician within 

hospital administration only 

only in teaching institutions 

only in Government services 

(el does acceptance on the basis of any of the 

categories listed in (d) (iii) depend on 

medical manpower needs of your country? 

7. 7 

Ё7 

Yes ! No 

D. Does your Government accept foreign medical 

degrees and diplomas held by foreigners? Yes !7 No 
k . If answer to above is "Yes ", is acceptance 

made: insert X if applicable 

(a) without any condition 

(b) on the basis of bilateral (reciprocity) 
agreements (with which countries?1 

(c) on the basis of multilateral agreements 
(with which countries ?) 

(d) on any other condition, such as 

(i) further examinations 

(ii) requirements of additional medical 
training (clinical years, internship, 
work under supervision in a hospital) 

(iii) type of practice permitted: 

private 

/..._7 

1:7 

1:7 

l_l 

1:7 

1:J 



only- under supervision in hospitals 

only as a responsible physician within 
hospital administration only 

only in teaching institutions 

only in Government services 

(iv) language proficiency test 

(v) geographic restriction where practice 
permitted, e.g. rural, urban 

(e) does acceptance on the basis of any of the 

categories listed in (d) (iii) depend on 

medical manpower needs of your country? 

Аго/Pa:в/6 
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r 7 Yes f7 No 

В. Acceptance of foreign medical degrees and diplomas (strictly on their academic 

merits) for post- graduate training in your country (with no permission 
to practise) 

1. Is such acceptance made by your Government f7 Yes ! J No 
or by any privátc institution in your country? С 7 Yes ! � No 
�Ihich degrees or diplomas? 

From which countries or which universities? 

2. Ii answer to above is "Yes ", is this acceptance of 

foreign degrees and diplomas based on: - 

(a) no conditions whatsoever 

(b) bilateral (reciprocity) agreements 

(with which countries ?) 

insert v if applicable 
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(c) multila�eral agreements 

(with which countries ?) 

(d) any othor condition with or without 
connection to (b) or (c) 

(please indicate) 

(e) type of ;post - raduate studies J_зΡosen 
by 'i he student. 
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TABLE 1. ACCEPTANCE OF MEDICAL DEGREES AND DIPLOMAS FOR 
MEDICAL PRACTICE SUBJECT TO THE FOLLOWING CONDIТIONS 

Countriesl Bi/multilateral 
agreements 

Further examina- 
tions and/or 

additional training, 

Manpower 

needs 

Practice 
in specified 
districts 

N F N F N F F 

AFRO 

Cameroon x x x x 
' Central African 

Republic x 
Dahomey x x x x x 
Gabon 
Ghana 
Kenya 
Madagascar 
Mali 

Mauritius 

Nigeria 
Rwanda 
Sierra Leone 

x x 

x 

x 
x 

x 
х 

x 

x 

x 
x 
x 

x 

x 

х 
x 
x 
x 
x 

x 
x 

Uganda x X X XI x 
United Republic of 

Tanzania 
Zambia x 

x 
x 

x 
x 

AMRO 

Argentina x x x x 
Chile x x х x 
Colombia x х x x x x 
Costa Rica 
Cuba 

x x x 
x 

x 
x 

x 

Dominican Republic 
El Salvador 

x x x 
x 

x 
x 

Guatemala 
Panama 

x x 
x 

х 
х 

x 
x 

Peru x x x x 
United States of 

America x x 
Venezuela x x x x 

86 countries returned completed questionnaires before 1 March 1967, but for 
three the data could not be utilized. 

N = Nationals. F = Foreigners. 
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Countries 

.____...._... 

gj/multilateral 

agreements 

-_.. .._,. 

Further examina- 
tions aткi/or 

additional training 
. 

Manpower 

needs 

Practice 
in specified 
districts 
.....__.._... ,.. ...___.... 

N F N F 

_....... _� 

N[ F F 

1 

�^ 
Е1'ц W 

Ethiopia х. x x x x 
Ir.an._..._ .х _. .х_.__ X._ X x 
Iraq x x x x 
Jordan 
Kuwait 
Lebanon 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x x х 
х 

Pakistan 
Qatar 
Saudi Arabia 

x x x x 
x 
x 

x 
x 

Sцдan X X X X X X X 

Syrian Arab 
Republic 

Tunisia 
x x х x 

x 
United Arab 

Republic 
Yemen 

x x x x 
x x 

EURO 

x Albania 
Austria 
Belgium 

x 
x 

x 
x 

x 
x 

' 
Czechoslovakia x x x x 
Federal Republic of 
Germany x х 

Finland 
Hungary 
Iceland 
Ireland x 

x x 

x 

x 

х x x 

x 

Malta 
Monaco 
Norway 
Portugal 
Spain 
Sweden 
Switzerland 

Turkey 

cont'd... 

x 

x 

x 

x 
x 

x 

х 

x 
x 

x 

x 
x 

x 

к 
x 

x 
x 

x 

x 
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Countries 
Bi /multilateral 

agreements 

Further examina- 
tions and /or I 

additional training 

Manpower 

needs 

Practice 
in specified 
districts 

EURO cont'd 

N F N F N F F 

x 

x 
x 
x 

x 

x 

x 

x 
x 
x 

x 

x 

x x 

x x 
x x 

x 

x x 
x x 

x x 

x x 

x x 
x x 
x x 
x x 

x x 

x 

x 

x 

x 
x x 

x 

x 

x 

Union of Soviet 
Socialist 
Republics 

United Kingdom of 
Great Britain & 

Northern Ireland 
Yugoslavia 

SEAR° 

Burma 
Ceylon 
India 
Indonesia 
Thailand 

WPRO 

Japan 
Laos 
Malaysia 
New Zealand 
Republic of Korea 
Singapore 
Western Samoa 

Totals: 28 33 54 4+5 19 3O 11 

N.B. Some of the data in this table are based on an interpretation of replies 
to the questionnaire and are subject to correction. 
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TABLE 2. COUNTRIES WHICH UNCONDITIONALLY ACCEPT 

• FOREIGN MEDIC L DEGREES- AND DIPLoMA51 -... 

AFRO N F 

Congo (Brazzaville) 

Liberia 
Madagascar 
Mauritania 

AMRO 

i 

x 

x 

x 
x 

x 
x 
x 

x 
x 

х 

x 

х 

Trinidad & Tobago 

EMRO 

Cyprus 
Tunisia 

EURO 

Albania 
Monaco 
Morocco 

Totals: 8 5 

1 Held by non -nationals. 


