
П EXEDI
IN r

W ORLD H E A L T H  
ORGANIZATION

ORGANISATION MONDIALE
DE LA SANTÉ

A20/p&b/4 Add.l 
6 May 1967

ORIGINAL: ENGLISH

TWENTIETH WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY

Provisional agenda item 2.11.1

REVISION OF THE NOMENCLATURE REGULATIONS 
WITH RESPECT TO DISEASES AND CAUSES OF DEATH

In the text of Article 8 of the Draft Regulations set forth in the Annex to 

document A2o/p&b/4, the period provided in execution of Article 22 of the Con

stitution for rejection of or reservation to the Regulations is expressed to be 

twelve months. This period is that which was provided in the earlier text of 

Regulations submitted to the Nineteenth World Health Assembly and which, it is 

recalled, were referred to the Director-General for further review and revision.

It is necessary that the revised Regulations enter into force on 1 January 1968, 

date at which the Eighth Revision of the International Classification of Diseases 

is to be introduced.

Consequently the period for rejection of or reservation to the Regulations 

will need to expire before 1 January 1968 and it is therefore proposed that this 
period be expressed to be six months instead of twelve. It would seem that this 

would be adequate in this instance as well as in the case of future revisions of 

the Classification.

Therefore, in the text of Article 8 of the revised Regulations, in the second 

line of paragraph 1, the word "twelve" should be replaced by the word "six".
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REVISION OP THE NOMENCLATURE REGULATIONS WITH RESPECT TO 

DISEASES AND CAUSES OF DEATH

The Nomenclature Regulations 1948 were adopted as a means of securing 

comparability between the morbidity and mortality statistics compiled and published 

by Members, and included a number of Articles concerning technical matters such as 

age-groups and tabulation lists. The Additional Regulations of 21 May 1956 

introduced the Seventh Revision of the International Classification of Diseases 

and made a number of changes in the Regulations.

The Nineteenth World Health Assembly adopted a resolution (WHA19.45)1 requesting 

the Director-General to review the Nomenclature Regulations with a view to a 

revision which would distinguish between those matters which might appropriately 

continue to be the subject of international mandatory regulations and those, the 

technical requirements, which would be more suitable as recommendations to be 

adopted under Article 23 of the Constitution, and, after providing Members with an 
opportunity to examine and comment on a preliminary draft, to submit revised 

Regulations for adoption by the Twentieth World Health Assembly.

A preliminary draft was circulated to Members with letter C.L.34.1966 dated 

4 November 1966. A further draft of the revised Nomenclature Regulations, taking 

account of the comments received, has been prepared and is now submitted to the 

Twentieth World Health Assembly (see Annex), The draft Regulations now cover only

1
Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org., 151, 22



A20/P&B/4 
page 2

the minimum of mandatory requirements: classification of causes of mortality and 

morbidity according to the International Classification of Diseases; compliance as 

far as possible with the recommendations on technical matters; a basic mortality 

tabulation; a broad specification for the medical certificate of cause of death; 

a requirement to provide the Organization on request with statistical information; 

and provision for rejection of or reservations to the Regulations.

If the Assembly approves of this revision, it may wish to adopt the WHO 

Nomenclature Regulations set forth in the Annex.
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ANNEX

DRAFT

WORID HEALTH ORGANIZATION
REGULATIONS

: Regarding

Nomenclature (including the compilation and publication of 
statistics) with respect to diseases and causes of death

The Twentieth World Health Assembly,

Considering the importance of compiling and publishing statistics of mortality 

and morbidity in comparable form,

Having regard to Articles 2(s), 21(b), 22 and 64 of the Constitution of the 

World Health Organization,

ADOPTS, this . . . day of May 19б7, the Nomenclature Regulations 19б7; these 

Regulations may be cited as the WHO Nomenclature Regulations.

Article 1

Members of the World Health Organization for whom these Regulations shall come 

into force under Article 7 below shall be referred to hereinafter as Members.

Article 2

Members compiling mortality and morbidity statistics shall do so in accordance 

with the current revision of the International Statistical Classification of 

Diseases, Injuries, and Causes of Death as adopted from time to time by the World 

Health Assembly. This Classification may be cited as the International Classification 

of Diseases..

Article 3

In compiling and publishing mortality and morbidity statistics Members shall 

comply as far as possible with recommendations made by the World Health Assembly as 

to classification, coding procedure, age-grouping, territorial areas to be identified, 

and other relevant definitions and standards.
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Article 4

Members shall compile and publish annually for each calendar year statistics 

of causes of death for the metropolitan (home) territory as a whole or for such part 

thereof as information is available, and shall indicate the area covered by the 

statistics.

Article 5

Members shall adopt a form of medical certificate of cause of death that 

provides for the statement of the morbid conditions or injuries resulting in or 

contributing to death, with a clear indication of the underlying cause.

Article 6

Each Member shall, under Article 64 of the Constitution, provide the Organization 

on request with statistics prepared in accordance with these Regulations and not 

communicated under Article 63 of the Constitution.

Article 7

1. These Regulations shall come into force on the first day of January 1968.

2. Upon their entry into force these Regulations shall, subject to the exceptions 

hereinafter provided, replace as between the Members bound by these Regulations and 

as between these Members and the Organization, the provisions of the Nomenclature 

Regulations 1948 and subsequent revisions thereof.

3 . Any revisions of the International Classification of Diseases adopted by the 

World Health Assembly pursuant to Article 2 of these Regulations shall enter into 

force on such date as is prescribed by the World Health Assembly and shall, subject 

to the exceptions hereinafter provided, replace any earlier classifications.

Article 8

1. The period provided in execution of Article 22 of the Constitution of the • 

Organization for rejection or reservation shall be twelve months from the date of 

the notification by the Director-General of the adoption of these Regulations by the 

World Health Assembly. Any rejection or reservation received by the Director-General 

after the expiry of this period shall have no effect.
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2. The provisions of paragraph 1 of this Article shall likewise apply in respect 

of any subsequent revision of the International Classification of Diseases adopted 

by the World Health Assembly pursuant to Article 2 of these Regulations.

Article 9

A rejection, or the whole or part of any reservation, whether to these Regulations 

or to the International Classification of Diseases or any revision thereof, may at 

any time be withdrawn by notifying the Director-General.

Article 10

The Director-General shall notify all Members of the adoption of these 

Regulations, of the ndoption of any revision of the International Classification of 

Diseases as well as of any notification received by him under Articles 8 and 9.

Article 11

The original texts of these Regulations shall be deposited in the Archives of 

the Organization. Certified true copies shall be sent by the Director-General to 

all Members. Upon the entry into force of these Regulations, certified true copies 

shall be delivered by the Director-General to the Secretary-General of the United 

Nations for registration in accordance with Article 102 of the Charter of the 

United Nations.

IN FAITH WHEREOF, we have set our hands at Geneva this « . . day of May 1967.

(signed)............. ..........................
President of the World Health Assembly

(signed) .....................................
Director-General of the World Health 
Organization


