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1. DRAFT SIXTH REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON ADMINISTRATION, FINANCE AND LEGAL 
MATTERS (Document A20 /AFL /)2) 

The CHAIRMAN invited the Committee to consider its draft sixth report 

(document A20 /AFL /32), in order that it might be transmitted to the General Committee 

for consideration at its noon meeting and subsequently to plenary in the afternoon. 

Miss NEWTON (Secretariat) read out the draft sixth report, containing the draft 

resolutions approved by the Committee at its two previous meetings. 

Decision: The draft report was adopted. 

2. 5WROТION OF THE COUNTRY OR REGION IN WHICH THE TWENTY -FIRST WORLD HEALTH 
ASSEMBLY WILL BE HELD: Item 3.1+ of the Agenda (Document A20 /AFL /3)) 

The CHAIRMAN invited the Secretary to introduce the item. 

Mr SIEGEL, Assistant Director -General, Secretary, recalled that, in accordance 

with Article 14+ of the Constitution, the Health Assembly was required to select the 

country or region in which the Twenty -first World Health Assembly would be held. 

In that regard, the Committee would have noted the communication from the Government 

of Brazil containing an invitation to hold that Health Assembly in Brazil 

(document A20 /AFL /3)). 

Professor FERREIRA (Brazil) said his original intention, on receiving confirma- 

tion the previous evening that his Government was able to transmit an invitation to 

hold the Twenty -first World Health Assembly in Brazil, had been to prepare a formal 
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statement in support of the invitation. However, being a very long- standing public 

health worker who had been associated with WHO since its inception, the occasion was 

a very moving one for him and he preferred to speak from the heart. For him, it was 

a great happiness that the Government of Brazil, the Government of a country which 

was not rich, was showing its consideration for the people working in the field of 

health by facing the expense and responsibility of inviting the Health Assembly to 

meet in its territory. Members of the Committee would well understand why he was 

so proud of that action. 

His happiness and pleasure were further augmented because the action was being 

taken partly in memory of one of Brazil's outstanding public health leaders, 

Dr de Paulo Sousa. It would be recalled that, at the San Francisco Conference of 

1945 which drafted the United Nations Charter, Brazil had been one of the two 

countries originally proposing that the World Health Organization be created. 

Dr de Paulo Sousa had been largely instrumental in moving his country to that 

initiative. • Hе would assure the members of the Committee that Brazil would receive the 

Health Assembly with a. very full heart in the hope of demonstrating that health was 

becoming day by day of greater moment throughout the world. 

As all were aware, an invitation had already been received from the United States 

Government tohold the Twenty- second World Health AssemЫy in Boston. It was to 

be hoped that the possibility of holding two succeeding Assemblies outside head - 

quс.гtеrs would not preclude acceptance of his country's invitation. Brazil had to 

its credit enormous achievements in the field of health; it had eliminated yellow 



A2U/AFL/5R/ 13 
page k 

fever from the cities and eradicated the Aedes aegypti mosquito. Further, it had 

been very successful in eliminating the Anopheles gambiae following its invasion 

of Brazil from Africa. 

Brazil had welcomed with open arms and hearts everyone who would join in its 

fight against disease. In his country, there was no prejudice of any kind, on any 

grounds whatsoever, and he hoped that the delegates to the Health Assembly would 

appreciate for themselves that particular characteristic. No artificial prepara- 

tions would be made; delegates would be able to see the country as it was and would, 

he was sure, take home with them the impression that Brazil had reason to be proud 

of its way of life. 

Certain technicalities might stand in the way of the acceptance of his country's 

invitation - in particular the requirement that eighteen months' prior notice should 

be given of an invitation to hold the Health Assembly away from headquarters. He 

hoped that willing steps would be taken to cancel that provision and to accept the 

heartfelt invitation from his country. 

The SECRETARY said he was sure the Committee would have noted that the com- 

munication transmitting the Brazilian invitation made it absolutely plain that the 

Government of Brazil was undertaking to meet all the needs of the Organization and 

to provide for the expenses in excess of the normal amount included in the budget 

estimates for 1968 for the holding of the Twenty -first World Health Assembly. 

Acceptance of the invitation would thus entail no additional financial consequences. 
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In order to facilitate the Committee's work, the following draft resolution had 

been prepared: 

The Twentieth World Health Assembly, 

Noting with appreciation the invitation of the Government of Brazil 

to hold the Twenty -first World Health Assembly, and the session of the 

Executive Board which follows, in Brazil; 

Noting that the Government of Brazil has offered to make available 

to WHO all the necessary facilities for the holding of these sessions and 
has offered to bear all costs of these meetings in excess of those which would 
be incurred if they were held in Geneva; 

Recalling that the Nineteenth World Health Assembly, in resolution 
WHA19.9 noted "with appreciation the invitation by the Government of the 

United States of America for the holding of the Twenty -second World. Health 
Assembly in Boston, Massachusetts, in 1969" and decided to accept "this 
invitation, subject to the conclusion of an appropriate agreement with the 
Government of the United States of America in accordance with the terms of 
resolution EB31.R1+0 and to the conclusion of the necessary practical arrange- 
ments; and further subject to confirmation, pursuant to the provisions of 
Articles 14 and 15 of the WHO Constitution, by the Twenty -first World Health 
Assembly and by the Executive Board with respect to the country, place and 
date of the session;" 

Having regard to the provisions of resolutions EB6.R32, WHA5.48, paragraph 
(3), and EB31.Rk0, paragraph 2, concerning the periodicity of Assemblies 
away from the headquarters and the need for timely consideration by the 
Assembly, in the light of a full report by the Director -General on the 
conditions offered, of invitations to meet away from the headquarters, 

Considering, however, that the Twenty --first World Health Assembly represents 
an exceptional occasion in the life of the Organization, since it will mark the 

Twentieth Anniversary, 
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1. ACCEPTS with appreciation the generous offer of the Government of 
Brazil, subject to confirmation by the Executive Board that all the necessary 
conditions can be realized for holding the Twenty -first World Health Assembly 
and the succeeding session of the Executive Board in Brazil; 

2. REQUESTS the Director- General to examine as soon as possible with the 
Government of Brazil the necessary arrangements for the holding of an Assembly 
in that country and to report thereon to the Executive Board. 

It would be noted that acceptance of the Brazilian offer was made subject to 

confirmation by the Executive Board. A representative of the Director -General 

would be visiting Brazil in the very near future in order to ensure that all the 

necessary conditions could be realized for holding the two meetings there, with the 

object of enabling the Director -General to report on the matter to the Board at its 

January 1968 session. 

Dr IOLGU1N.(Argentina) said he had listened with deep satisfaction to the 

statement made by the Brazilian delegate and his delegation warmly welcomed the 

invitation extended by Brazil. Quite apart from the fact that Argentina and Brazil 

had a common culture, his country considered that it would be most gratifying to 

hold the next Health Assembly in Rio de Janeiro. The gesture on the part of Brazil 

was a most generous one that would contribute undoubtedly to better understanding 

among all the Member States. Argentina, as a Member of the Region of the Americas, 

would therefore unreservedly support the Brazilian proposal and would hope that 

the invitation could be accepted. Once again, he thanked Brazil for its generous 

offer. 
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Dr ALAN (Turkey) said that he had been much moved by the statement made by 

the delegate of Brazil, in particular by his reference to the importance of public 

health all over the world and to Brazil's readiness to co- operate with all public 

health workers wherever they might be. His delegation would be very happy to 

accept the warm invitation extended by Brazil in view of the fact that the Twenty - 

first World Health Assembly would mark a milestone in the Organization's life. 

Professor VANNUGLI (Italy) said his delegation wished to associate itself 

with the expressions of thanks to Brazil. There were certain advantages in holding 

meetings outside Geneva; the change of venue made for a deeper exchange of views 

on public health problems. Accordingly, his delegation warmly welcomed the 

invitation. At the same time, it fully appreciated the enormous work involved 

in preparing for a meeting of the Health Assembly - a further reason for even 

deeper gratitude to the host country. Any difficulties that might arise would, he 

was sure, be overcome through co- operation, so that all could meet again in Brazil, 

the following year. 

Dr AL -WAHBI (Iraq) said his delegation was equally delighted to learn of the 

kind invitation from Brazil and was most grateful to the Brazilian Government for 

its generous offer. Many benefits could be drawn from holding Assemblies outside 

headquarters, as experience in the past had shown. In general the host country did 
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its utmost to enable participating delegations to see for itself the public health 

work being done, to the obvious benefit of world understanding. Acceptance of 

the invitation would enable the Organization's twentieth anniversary to be celebrated 

in the southern part of the same continent in which its tenth anniversary had been 

celebrated. His delegation would unreservedly support acceptance of the invitation 

and he again thanked the Brazilian Government for its kind generosity in the matter. 

Mr de CONINCK (Belgium) thought it would be impossible not to respond to the 

warm invitation extended by Brazil and he added his heartfelt thanks to the Brazilian 

Government. 

Dr CASTILLO (Venezuela) said his delegation wished to join with great satisfaction 

in the expressions of thanks to Brazil. It would support enthusiastically the draft 

resolution before the Committee. Speaking personally, he associated himself with 

the tribute paid to one of the Organization's pioneers, Dr de Paula Sousa. 

Miss LOPEZ- ORTEGA (Mexico) said that her delegation wished to thank Professor 

Ferreira for the kind invitation extended on behalf of his Government. It would 

give wholehearted support to the draft resolution accepting the generous invitation. 
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Mr BEESLEY (Canada) said he, too, would like to express gratitude and appreciation 

to the Government of Brazil for its most generous invitation. As had already been 

pointed out, meetings held outside headquarters could be very beneficial for the 

purposes of WHO as well as being pleasant and educational for those fortunate enough 

to take part. Не would associate himself with the Brazilian suggestion that the 

Committee's decision on the invitation should not affect the decision on the invitation 

to hold the Twenty- second World Health Assembly in Boston. 

Mr TARCICI (Yemen) said his delegation had been deeply moved on learning of the 

generous invitation extended by Brazil. Despite any difficulties that might be 

caused as a result of its coming rather late, the invitation should be accepted in the 

same spirit as that in which it had been extended and without taking formalities into 

ae c ount . 

Er IMAN (United Arab Republic) said his delegation warmly welcomed the generous 

invitation of Brazil and wished to thank Dr Ferreira and the Brazilian Government. 

He sincerely hoped there would be no difficulty in accepting the invitation. 
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Dr �ICHINDA (Cameroon) said he would like to join with all the other delegations 

in extending appreciation to Dr Ferreira and the Brazilian people for their kind and 

generous invitation. It was especially praiseworthy that a country which was not 

particularly rich should be prepared to assume the heavy financial burden of playing 

host to a Health Assembly. The generous offer should therefore be accepted. His 

delegation would be very happy to participate in meetings in Brazil and have the chance 

of getting a broader acquaintance with the Brazilian people and their health problems. 

Dr BLOOD (United States of America) said his delegation was most grateful for 

the kind invitation given by the Brazilian Government, and was very greatly in favour 

of its acceptance. It gave him very great pleasure personally to associate his 

delegation with all those supporting that move. 

Dr SAMРAIO (Portugal) said it had been a great pleasure to his delegation to learn 

of the invitation extended by Brazil. All were aware of the links joining his country 

and Brazil, and Portugal would be very proud for Мembers of the Organization to have 

an opportunity to see life in Brazil for themselves and appreciate its main 

characteristic of the brotherhood of races. He thanked Brazil for the generous 

invitation. 
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The CHAIRMAN, noting that there were no further speakers, assumed that the 

Committee was ready to approve the draft resolution accepting the Brazilian invitation. 

Decision: The draft resolution was approved by acclamation. 

Professor FERREIRA (Brazil) said he was sure Members of the Committee would 

understand his feelings on the present occasion. Не expressed heartfelt thanks to 

the Members of the Committee in the name of his Government and of the Brazilian workers 

in public health. 

The SECRETARY suggested that, in the interest of facilitating the work of the 

Assembly, the Committee might be willing to have the resolution just adopted added 

to its sixth report, approved earlier, so that it would be part of that report. 

In answer to a point raised by Dr СASTÍLLO (Venezuela), he agreed that the 

opening sentence of the report would also have to be amended to cover the thirteenth 

meeting of the Committee. 

It was agreed that those changes be made in the sixth report. 

Mr TARCICI (Yemen) said he had wanted to bring up a small point prior to the 

closure of the discussion an the resolution just adopted. He saw no reason for the 

reservation included in operative paragraph 1. The invitation had been accepted 

and further confirmation should not be necessary. 
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The SECRETARY, apologizing if there had been oversight in not according the 

delegate of Yemen the opportunity to speak, recalled that in his earlier remarks 

he had drawn attention to the fact that representatives of the Director- General 

would be visiting Brazil in the near future to ascertain whether the necessary 

conditions could be met for the holding of the Health Assembly there. The purpose of 

the visit would be to ensure that adequate facilities could be made available. He 

was sure the Government of Brazil would not regard such a step as putting in question 

the acceptance of its invitation. The same requirement would apply in respect to 

any invitation received; the Director - General was responsible for ensuring that, an 

efficient Health Assembly could be held. 

3. TWENTIETH ANNIVERSARY OF WHO: PLANS FOR CELEBRATION: Item 3.5 of the 

Agenda (Resolution ЕB39.Rk3; Documents A20 /AFL /21 and A20 /AFL /Conf.Doc. No.15) 

The SECRETARY introduced document A20 /AFL /21, containing the text of resolution 

ЕВ39.Rk3 adopted by the Executive Board following its discussion of the proposed plans 

for celebrating the twentieth anniversary of WHO as well as proposals by the Director - 

General after further study of the subject. 

As indicated in paragraph 2.1 of that document, it was proposed that the celebra- 

tion form an integral part of the Twenty -first World Health Assembly as an item of the 

agenda to which a whole day would be devoted. It would take place as early as possible 
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during the first week of the Assembly. The proposals contained in the document had 

been made on the assumption that the Twenty -first World Health Assembly would be held 

in Geneva. In view of the acceptance by the Committee of the invitation to hold 

that Assembly in Brazil, certain changes might be necessary, and the draft resolution 

prepared for the consideration of the Committee (document A20 /AFI,/Conf.Doc. No.15) 

made provision for flexibility to allow for any appropriate changes to be approved by 

the Executive Board at its session in January 1968. • Paragraph 3 of document A20/AFL /21 referred to the advance publication of any 

messages that might be received from heads of State. 

Paragraph 4 concerned the theme for the twentieth anniversary; the whole of the 

year 1968 would be devoted to the anniversary, and it was assumed that the theme for 

the year would also be used for World Health Day that year. . 

Paragraph 5 referred to the publication of a volume covering the second ten years 

of WHO. It would be a companion volume to The First Ten Years of the World Health 

Organization, which had been widely used as a reference book and had had to be 

reprinted. 

Other measures at headquarters were described in paragraph 6, and paragraph 7 

dealt with action that might be taken at the regional level - by the regional offices 

and the regional committees which would, of course, be free to elaborate any appro- 

priate plans. 

Suggestions regarding action at the national level were contained in paragraph 8, 

and paragraph 9 referred to the fact that the United Nations and some of the specialized 

agencies would no doubt publicize the twentieth anniversary of WHO in their publications. 

Paragraph 10 expressed the hope that non - governmental organizations would also 

participate in the celebration. 
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The draft resolution prepared for the consideration of the Committee read as 

follows: 

The Twentieth World Health Assembly, 

Having considered resolution EB>9.R4) of the Executive Board and the 
report of the Director - General on the plans for the celebration of the 
twentieth anniversary of the World Health Organization; and 

Considering that the twentieth anniversary year of the Organization should 

be celebrated and that on this occasion the objectives and the work of the 

World Health Organization should become better known to the public in general 

and to health workers and medical students in particular; 

Considering further that the •i,еntieth World Health Assembly has accepted 

the invitation of the Government of Brazil to hold the,`venty -first session 

of the Health Assembly in Brazil; 

1. APPROVES in general the plan for the celebration as outlined in the 

Director- General's report; 

2. INVITES the Director -General to submit to the Executive Board any 

additions or revisions to the proposals contained in his report which seem 

appropriate as a result of the decision to hold the Twenty -first World Health 

Assembly in Brazil; 

З. REQUESTS the Director -General to take into account the suggestions made 

during the discussions of the subject at the Health Assembly; 

4. REQUESTS the Director - General to take all the necessary measures to 

implement the plan; 

5. INVITES Members to stimulate national celebrations of the Twentieth 

Anniversary of the Organization during 1968; 

e. EXPRESSES the desire that the United Nations and the other specialized 

agencies will observe the Organization's twentieth anniversary, and 

7. REQUESTS the Director - General to transmit this resolution to the . 

Members together with the report which he has submitted to the World Health 

Assembly. 
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Dr BAO, representative of the Executive Board, said that the Executive Board 

had been anxious that the celebration of the twentieth anniversary of the 

Organization should not only provide an opportunity to look back on the achievements 

of the past twenty years, but also serve as an impetus to further activity and 

stimulate the Organization's work throughout the world. 

Dr ALAN (Turkey) said that his delegation had no objections to the proposals 

contained in document А20 /AFL /21, and supported the draft resolution before the 

Co::mmittee. 

In paragraph 6.7 of document A20 /AFL /21 it was stated that some Member States 

had already confirmed their intention of issuing postage stamps commemorating the 

twentieth anniversary. Turkey had confirmed its intention of issuing such a 

series, and he wondered what other countries had also undertaken to do so. 

He recalled that originally the intention had been to convene a special 

commemorative session of the World Health Assembly. He wondered what were the 

reasons for changing the plan and suggesting that the celebration form an integral • part of the Twenty -first World Health Assembly. 
The SECRETARY replied that several countries had responded favourably to the 

request to issue special postage stamps, but he could not say exactly how many; it 

was perhaps somewhat premature to expect replies - either in the affirmative or in 

the negative - since many countries had not yet established their postage stamp 

programme for the year 1968. 
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In addition to the fact that it would be less costly to hold the celebration 

as an integral part of the Twenty -first World Health Assembly, the Secretariat 

had felt that the celebration might thus be given a more formal character. In 

that connexion, it had been particularly impressed by the very appropriate way 

in which UNESСO had conducted its twentieth anniversary celebration as an integral 

part of its regular session in 1966. Moreover, from the legal point of view 

there would be an added complication if a special commemorative session were con- 

vened, since that would entail the establishment of a Committee on Credentials 

for that session, involving the need for extra documentation - not only from the 

Secretariat, but also from governments, since they would have to issue the 

credentials. 

The Secretariat was of course willing to reconsider the matter and, in view 

of the invitation to hold the Twenty -first World Health Assembly in Brazil, it 

wished to be in a position to reconsider all aspects of the question. Operative 

paragraph 2 of the draft resolution made provision for such reconsideration. 

Mr de CONINCK (Belgium) questioned the appropriateness of the word "additifs" 

in operative paragraph 2 of the French text of the draft resolution. 

Dr AL -WAНBI (Iraq) recalled that the tenth anniversary of WHO had been very 

suitably celebrated by a three -day special commemorative session in Minneapolis 

in 1958, resulting in great benefits not only to WHO and Member States, but also 

to people all over the world, especially in the host country. 
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He was not opposed to the suggestion that the celebration of the twentieth 

anniversary should form an integral part of the Twenty -first World Health Assembly, 

but wished to be reassured that the celebration would be accorded suitable 

prominence. The date should be fixed well in advance, so that the whole world 

would be aware of the date of the celebration. 

As the Secretary had stated, operative paragraph 2 of the draft resolution 

made provision for possible further discussion and revision. He stressed the 

necessity of working out a satisfactory schedule for the celebration. Perhaps 

there had been too many speeches at the special commemorative session in 1958, 

when there had been speakers from fifty -six countries,, and similar speeches were 

made afterwards during the Eleventh World Health Assembly. In that connexion, 

he noted that it was suggested that representatives of the various regions 

speak during the celebration at the Twenty -first World Health Assembly. He felt 

that was somewhat restrictive: Member States should be entitled to express 

their feelings on such a solemn occasion. 

• Dr CAYLA (France) supported the proposal made by the delegate of Belgium 

that the wording of operative paragraph 2 of the French text of the draft 

resolution be amended. He proposed that "additifs" be replaced by "adjonctions 

ou modifications ". 

The SECRETARY said that the amendment would be made in the French text of 

the draft resolution. 
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Regarding the suggestion made by the delegate of Iraq that Member States 

should have an opportunity, to speak during tie twentieth anniversary celebration, 

the Secretariat had taken into account the fact that, whereas the number of 

Member States and Associate Members in 1958 liad been 88, it was now 128; there 

might therefore be a considerable increase in the number of speakers unless there 

were some provision as suggested in document A20 /AFL /21. 

Tue CHAIRMAN put to the Committee the draft resolution, With the amendment 

of the French text. 

Decision: The draft resolution was approved. 

The SЁCREТARY Enuggested that, since the Committee had completed its work, 

the draft resolution just approved might be included in its sixth report. 

It was so agreed. 

The CHAIRMAN thanked the Committee for its collaboration and congratulated 

it on the work achieved. 

The meeting rose at 11 a.m. 


