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The Director-General has the honour to inform the Executive Board that he 

has received a letter dated 27 May from the Ambassador of the Republic of South 

Africa in Berne, transmitting a communication from the Secretary for Health of 

that Republic. The full text of this letter is reproduced in Annex I to this 

document. 



SOUTH AFRICAN DELEGATION 
to World Health Organisation, 

GENEVA. 

27th May, 1964. 

Mr. Director-General, 

工 have been directed to transmit to you the follow-
ing communication from the Secretary for Health of the 
Republic of South Africa. 

"工 have the honour to refer to the item on 
the agenda of the current session of the Executive 
Board arising from the resolution adopted by the 
World Health Assembly on 19 March 1964, and should be 
grateful if you would bring the following to the 
attention of the Executive Board. 

'The immediate reaction of the South African 
Government to the adoption of this resolution was set 
forth in a statement by the South African Prime 
Minister in the House of Assembly on 26 March 1964, 
in which he referred to the adoption of resolution 
WHA 17/50 which deprived South Africa of its voting 
rights as a member of the World Health Organisation. 
The Prime Minister stated inter alia that this action 
had been taken solely on political grounds since the 
Republic had always faithfully fulfilled its obliga-
tions of membership, both financially and in respect 
of medical and technical aid and cooperation. The 
Government was convinced that this specialised agency, 
whose founders undoubtedly intended that it should 
direct its activities exclusively to the promotion of 
World Health, had thereby acted in contravention of 
the spirit of its constitution, encroached upon the 
rights of a founder member, and sacrificed to political 
expediency the sacred cause of service to humanity in 
its own special sphere. The Government had however, 
decided not to withdraw voluntarily from membership of 
the World Health Organisation, in spite of the provo-
cation which so rightly led its delegation to leave the 
meeting at which the unjustifiable decision was taken. 

The/ 

The Director-General, 
World Health Organisation, 

Palais des Nations, 
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The Government
1

 s decision to maintain its right of 
membership for as long as is within its power to do so, 
and to seek to regain its full rights, flows inter 
alia from the fact that it has, and will always have, 
a duty and the capacity to cooperate in providing 
health services to humanity, and does not wish to 
withdraw itself of its own free will from this 
particular means of doing so. 

Furthermore the Prime Minister also explained 
that another consideration which influenced the Govern-
ment in its decision was the fact that so large a number 
of the founder members of the WHO had clearly appreciated 
the serious implications of using this Organisation for 
the purpose of promoting a purely political campaign 
and that they had therefore endeavoured, and will, we 
are confident continue to endeavour to retain the 
technical character of the Organisation in order to 
pursue the humanitarian purposes for which it was 
created. 

With respect to the first operative paragraph 
of WHA 17/50 the South African Government must again 
draw attention to the unconstitutionality of this deci-
sion which clearly emerges from the statement by the 
legal adviser to the World Health Organisation Secretariat 
presented to the Committee on Administration, Finance 
and Legal matters at its meeting on 17 March. This 
statement provided irrefutable evidence that the inten-
tion of the framers of the constitution with reference 
to the phrase ”exceptional circumstances" in article 
7 was not to include in tne category of "exceptional 
circumstances" any contingencies other than such as are 
likely to arise from the conduct of biological warfare. 
Furthermore, the board would be perpetuating the 
unconstitutionality of the resolution if it proceeds 
with the task which the resolution has imposed upon 
it. It is even more relevant in view of the fact 
that Article 73 of the constitution lays down that the 
amendment of the constitution is an important matter^ 
requiring a two thirds majority. 

With reference to the second operative para-
graph of WHA 17/50, the South African Government would 
refer the Executive Board to the outline of its official 
policy given by the South African delegate to the 
Committee on Administration^ Finance and Legal matters 
at its meeting on l8 March, and to other statements made 
by the South African Prime Minister emphasising that 
the objective of Government policy is not to maintain 
racial discrimination but by separate development to 
insure that the peoples concerned attain freedom from 
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racial domination and racial discrimination and secure 

human rights， freedom and equality as neighbour nations. 

The South African Government must also emphasize 
that if the World Health Organisation continues to allow 
its activities to be the subject of intervention and 
direction for extraneous political purposes in the 
manner which has led to the adoption of resolution No. 
WHA I7/5O, 

not only will such a development be complete-
ly in conflict with both the spirit and the intention 
of its constitution, but it will lead ultimately and 
inevitably to a breakdown of the whole system of inter-
national scientific and technical collaboration in the 
field of health which is the first objective of the 
organisation. For, if an action is once taken against 
a member-state^ on purely political grounds, this can 
lead to a similar action against other member-states 
also on purely political grounds^ whenever an adventi-
tious majority which may even be a simple majority, can 
be obtained for the utilization of the World Health 
Organisation for the promotion of purely political 
objectives. If this process is continued， the Organisa-
tion cannot but fail to lose progressively its scientific 
and technical identity and its ability to serve mankind 
in keeping with the humanitarian principles set forth in 
its constitution. 

Please accept, Mr. Director-General， the assurance 
of my high consideration. 

(Signed) С. H . TALJAARD 

Ambassador 


