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AWARD OP A PRIZE POR RESEARCH WORK ON MENTAL DISABILITY 

The Director-General submits for consideration by the Executive Board the 

appended correspondence with Dr A. J. H- Bartels, Secretary of State for Social 

Affairs and Public Health of the Government of the Netherlands, regarding the 

proposed award of a prize for research work on mental disability. 

If the Executive Board should agree with the procedure suggested in this 

exchange of correspondence, it could accept the gift of US$ 600, in accordance 

with Article 57 of the Constitution, and request the Léon Bernard Foundation 

Committee to act as a selection committee in the choice of a candidate, in 

accordance with appropriate procedures to be established for the purpose by the 

Director-General. 
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LETTER DATED 5 MARCH 196斗 PROM DOCTOR A. J. H. BARTELS 
TO THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL 

"Dear Dr Candau, 

Following our conversation of last night 工 have the pleasure of submit-
ting to you a proposal as regards awarding a prize for work in the field of 
research on mental disability. 

工 would like to suggest the following definition subject to ypur approval: 

f

As a greater insight in the nature and the causes of mental disability 
can lead to prevention and improved treatment and would therefore constitute 
a real contribution to social medicine an amount of Dutch florins 1500 (the 
equivalent of about US$ 400) is put at the disposal of the Leon Bernard 
Foundation with the following suggestion: 

to award a prize to the scientist whose work has implied among other 
things an important contribution to a deeper insight in the nature and causes 
of mental disability.

1 

I would appreciate it very much to learn from you whether the idea is 
practically feasible. 

Sincerely yours," 
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LETTER DATED 20 APRIL 1964 FROM THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL 
TO DOCTOR A. J. H . BARTELS 

"Dear Dr Bartels, 

I thank you for your letter of 5 March 1964 concerning a proposal of the 
award of a prize for work in the field of research on mental disability. 

After examining this question,工 think that the best method to give effect 
to your proposal would be the following. The money would be made available to 
WHO as a gift, to be awarded in the form of a prize to a scientist under the 
circumstances referred to in your letter. The Léon Bernard Foundation 
Committee could then be requested to act as a selection committee for this pur-
pose and to recommend the prize-winning candidate in accordance with a proce-
dure to be determined. 

Under Article 57 of the Constitution, the gift would have to be accepted 
by the Executive Board and this matter could therefore be submitted to the Board 
at its thirty-fourth session which opens in Geneva on 26 May. 

Could you let me know if this arrangement is acceptable to you and if you 
wish a particular designation to be given to this prize. 

工 shall also need to have written information regarding the origins and 
background of this gift to provide to the Executive Board. 

Yours sincerely," 
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LETTER DATED 15 MAY 1964 FROM DOCTOR A. J. H. BARTELS 
TO THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL 

"Dear Dr Candau, 

Thank you very much for your letter of April 20 for giving so much 
thought to the matter we discussed in Geneva. 

工 fully agree to your proposal of donating the amount of the prize to 
WHO which will then hand it to the scientist selected. This amount inciden-
tally will be Dutch florins 2200 or US$ 600 and not 1500 guilders (or about 
US$ 400) as previously mentioned. 工 should appreciate it very much indeed 
if the Léon Bernard Foundation Committee would be willing to act as a selection 
committee. 

As to the origins and background of this gift: before taking up my pre-
sent function 工 headed for ten years the Roman Catholic National Office of 
Mental Health Care. In that capacity 工 had collaborated closely with the 
Roman Catholic Television Organization in preparing six half-hour programmes 
on the plight of and the care for the mentally deficient. A number of viewers 
(there are about 1-1/2 million TV sets in Holland) reacted spontaneously by-
sending in gifts. One large gift was donated with the request to use it in 
the general interest of the care for the mentally disabled. If a worthy 
recipient could be found through WHO we thirik that this request would be 
complied with in the best possible way, 

I hope that the above information will suffice for the Executive Board 
which meets in Geneva on May 26. 

Thanking you for all your kind cooperation and awaiting the news of the 
Board

f

 s decision,工 am, 

Yours sincerely, 


