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Report by the Director-General

1. The Director-General has received a communication from the Minister of Health 
of the USSR proposing that the question of publishing the WHO Bulletin in Russian 
be considered at the thirty-third session of the Executive Board.

2. It will be recalled that the Executive Board, in its resolution EB6.R9*^ 
"Recognizing the continuing need that other WHO publications should be published 
either in separate editions or bilingually in the two working languages", 
authorized "the Director-General to publish, as from the first number of volume 
a single edition of the Bulletin of the World Health Organization containing 
articles either in English or in French, according to the language in which they
are submitted, with summaries in both working languages of the Organization". Later,

2by its resolution EB9-R71» the Board, "Recognizing the importance of the use of 
the Spanish language in the fulfilment of the aims and work of the World Health 
Organization", decided "that articles in the Spanish language, accompanied by 
summaries in English and French, should in future be accepted for publication in 
the Bulletin of the World Health Organization". As a result of the two decisions 
quoted above, the Bulletin has, beginning in 1953j been tri-lingual, in principle.
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3. It will also be recalled that the Executive Board, in its resolution EB25.R44,^
agreed in principle that steps should be taken, starting in 1961, to extend the use
of the Russian language in publications of the World Health Organization, and believed
"that such extension should take place gradually and selectively, having regard to
the technical difficulties as well as the cost implications". The Thirteenth World

2Health Assembly thereafter decided "to extend the use of the Russian language in 
certain publications of the World Health Organization, the extension to take place 
gradually and in an orderly way over a period of three years, beginning in 1961”. Under 
the agreement entered into between the World Health Organization and the Ministry of 
Health of the USSR for the publication in Russian of certain publications, a decision 
is made annually by the Director-General, in consultation with the Ministry of Health 
of the USSR, as to xvhich publications should be produced in Russian. The contractual 
arrangements with the authorities of the USSR are sufficiently flexible to permit the 
negotiation of future plans for producing publications in Russian which would include 
the production of the Bulletin within the present budgeted provision for Russian 
language publications.
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