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NOMINATION FOR THE POST OF DIRECTOR-GENERAL: Item 6,8.1 of the Agenda 

The Board met in closed session at 9*30 a.rru and resumed in open session 

at 10,25 

The CHAIRMAN announced that the Executive Board had adopted^ in closed session, 

the following draft resolution:1 

The Executive Board 

1. NGVIINATES Dr M . G
#
 Candau for the post of Direct or-General of the 

World Health Organization^ in accordance with Article 31 of the Constitution; 

and 

2. SUBVIITS this nomination to the Sixteenth World Health Assembly. 

The Chairman said that Dr Rusinowa would express appreciation and congratulations 

on behalf of all the members of the Board. 

Dr RUSINOWA said that deep concern had been felt for some time in case 

Dr Cündau might find it impossible for private or professional reasons to accept 

nomination for a further term of office. It was unnecessary to stress how highly 

Dr Candau's work was esteemed by the Executive Board. It was often said that no-

one was indispensable， but it was very difficult to find someone who indeed possessed 

all the requisite qualities of character and intellect. The Board expressed its 

wholehearted gratitude to Dr Candau for agreeing to accept the nomination. It was 

the hope of the members thsct he would be able tc remain among them and- that his efforts 

in the future would be crowned with even greater success than in the past^ 

The DIRECTOR-GE№1RAL thanked all the members of the Board for their confidence. 

1

 Resolution EB51.R16 
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2 . REPORT ON THE TWELFTH SESSION OF
:

THE REGIONAL COMMITTEE FOR EUROPE: 

Item 5.4 of the Agenda (Document EB)l/l2) 

At the request of the CHAIRMAN, Dr van de CALSEYDE, Regional Director for 

Europe, introduced the report on the twelfth session of the Regional Committee for 

Europe (document EB)l/l2). The session had opened in Warsaw on 11 September 1962, 

with Dr Sztachelski, Minister of Health and Welfare of the People's Republic of 

Poland, as Chairman• Twenty-eight Member States had been represented• Dr Dorolle, 

Deputy Director-General^ had represented the Director-Genera1 of WHO. Hungary, a 

Member State that had previously been inactive, had been represented at the session 

and its return to active participation had been welcomed. The new State of Algeria, 

which at the time had not yet become a Member, had been represented by •bservers. 

The session had been attended by representatives of the United Nations, the 

United Nations Children
1

s Fund (UNICEF) and the Food and Agriculture Organization, 

as well as by ten representatives of intergovernmental organizations and of non-

governmental organizations in official relations with WHO, 

The Regional Committee hád considered and approved the report of the Regional 

Director on the work of the Organization in Europe• It had approved the modifications 

in the I963 programme and budget, and with a few amendments the proposed programme 

and budget estimates for 1964. It had also taken note of the matters arising out 

of decisions of the Fifteenth World Health Assembly and the Executive Board at its 

twenty-ninth and thirtieth sessions. 

The Committee had studied a document submitted by the Regional Office on the 

tuberculosis situation in the European Region. A study group held iiî 1955 and a 

conference held in 1962 in Karlovy Vary had reached the conclusion that tuberculosis 

was still an important problem in all European countries and that intensified efforts 

were needed to determine the exact incidence and prevalence of the disease. There 
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were considerable differences in mortality rates between the countries of Europe, while 

information relating to morbidity was most unsatisfactory. In spite of advances made 

in the last seven years, there was still inadequate knowledge of the extent and nature 

of tuberculosis problems in many countries• The Committee had adopted a resolution 

on the maintenance of activity in that field. 

After a general discussion of the proposed programme and budget estimates for 1964, 

the Committee had examined in detail first the country programmes and then the inter-

country programmes. It had been decided to delete five inter-country projects and to 

devote the savings thus effected to two projects considered by the Committee to be of 

the highest importance. One of those projects already appeared among the additional 

projects listed in the green pages of the proposed programme and budget estimates, 

and related to a seminar on public health measures in the prevention and control of 

ischaemic heart diseases and hypertension. The second project concerned a conference 

on the toxicology of drugs and food additives, for discussion of the needs of European 

countries in meeting problems caused by the introduction of new drugs, food additives 

and other potentially toxic substances• 

Resolution EUR/RC12/R7, endorsing the proposed programme and budget estimates for 

1964 as amended in accordance with the above decisions, had been unanimously adopted. 

Amendments to the Rules of Procedure, some arising out of the adoption of Russian 

as a working language for the Region and others consequent upon recent changes in the 

Rules of Procedure of the World Health Assembly, had been considered and adopted by the 

Committee. Among other proposals the Committee had had before it the amendment proposed 

by the Government of Ireland concerning the procedure for the nomination of a Regional 

Director. The proposal was, briefly, that nominations for the post of Regional Director 

should be submitted before the opening of the Committee's session and not, as at present, 

at the time of election. Moreover, it was suggested that should it prove impossible 

to reach a decision, the names of the two remaining candidates should be submitted 
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to the Executive Board for final decision. The Regional Committee had considered that 

those proposals were outside the competence of the Regional Committee for Europe and 

that since the matter concerned other regions and the Executive Board it would be 

preferable to refer the matter to the Board, The Regional Committee had indicated 

that it was favourably disposed in principle towards the adoption of the proposed 

amendment and that it desired to reconsider it at a later session. 

With regard to malaria eradication, the Committee had adopted a resolution 

(EUR/RC12/R5) referring to resolution WHA13-55 of the Thirteenth World Health Assembly, 

and in particular paragraph 5，and recommending that countries which had reached the 

consolidation phase of their eradication programme should take the necessary steps, if 

they had not already done so, to transfer the functions and staff of their national 

malaria eradication service to the general public health services and to enable the 

latter to make the best possible use of such staff. 

A resolution (EUR/RC12/R6) concerning assistance to Algeria had been adopted. 

The Regional Director had already given effect to the recommendations of the resolution 

by addressing a letter to all the governments of the Region asking them to come to the 

help of Algeria by providing, through either direct bilateral aid or co-ordinated WHO 

assistance, the health personnel which the country required, or by contributing to that 

end to the special account for assistance to countries that had recently achieved their 

independence. 

The Committee had also adopted A resolution (EUR/RC12/R8) noting with pleasure the 

prompt action of the Danish Government in providing temporary accommodation for the 

Regional Office and its proposals to build a new permanent structure, and stressing the 

importance of providing an adequate conference hall for the future work of the Regional 

Office• 
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Technical discussions had been held under the chairmanship of Professor E . J . 

Aujaleu on the planning and organization of post-graduate medical education in relation 

to the needs of a country. A summary report of the discussions appeared as Annex 工工工 

to document EB^l/l2. 

The Regional Committee had decided that the topic for the technical discussions 

at the fourteenth session should be "Diagnosis of pre—symptomatic disease by organized 

screening procediares
11

. 

Finally, it had been decided that the thirteenth session should be held in Stockholm 

m 1963, and that the fourteenth session should be held in Prague in 196斗 for a period 

not exceeding five days. 

It was unnecessary to dwell on activities in 1962, since the Board had before it the 

relevant information in Part 工 of document EB3l/l2. It would, howevei; be of interest 

for the Board to know that the Fellowships unit had placed 3〇7 fellows from other regions 

for study in Europe in I 9 6 I , as compared with 217 in I 9 6 0 - an increase of 4l per cent., 

partly due to the larger number of undergraduates from Africa• Those figures did not 

take into account the African students from the Congo (Leopoldville) placed in Prance, 

since, as the Director-General had already explained, they were the responsibility of 

headquarters. In 1962, the number of fellows from other regions had increased to ；5斗〇• 

The Regional Office had allocated 555 fellowships to Europeans during I 9 6 I . 

During the year under reviev/ the Regional Office had organized fourteen inter-

о 

national meetings and six training courses. Thanks to the special Danish contribution 

to the Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance, it had been able to assist in an 

anaesthesiology training course, a medical rehabilitation course, and a course on human 

genetics for teachers in medical schools. It had also contributed to the malaria 

eradication course given in the French language in Belgrade• 
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Professor ZDANOV, congratulating the Regional Director on his report and the 

way in which he had presented it, expressed general satisfaction with the activities 

of the Regional Office and especially the inter-сountry programmes, which were the 

fundamental aspect of the Organization's work, and had been particulatly well 

organized in the European Region. The work done on cancer research, virus diseases 

and cardiovascular diseases was greatly appreciated and it was hoped that progress 

would continue to be made. 

The steps taken by the Regional Director and his staff to ensure the full use 

of Russian as a working language from 1963 were most welcome. 

He was convinced that the potential resources of the Region, with its great 

number of highly qualified specialists in various fields, would be used on an 

increasing scale to assist the developing countries. The training of medical staff 

both on the spot and in the medical schools of Europe was of particular importance• 

Account should be taken of the different trends of development in Europe. 

With the action taken by the Regional Office to provide assistance to Algeria, 

WHO was fulfilling with great success one of its most important roles, as co-ordinator 

of bilateral and intergovernmental agreements. The success of the Regional 

Director's efforts, particularly in regard to bilateral and multilateral negotiations, 

should serve as an example for the Organization as a whole. 

Professor CLAVERO, alternate to Professor Garcia Orcoyen, congratulated the 

Regional Director on his report. One of the most important subjects discussed at 

the twalfth session of the Regional Committee for Europe had been tuberculosis. The 

problems relating to that disease were as varied as the social and geographical 

conditions in the widely differing countries that came within the Region. There 

had been a certain optimism based on the decrease in mortality, but the morbidity 

rate had not declined to the same extent. The role played by tuberculosis in 
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infant mortality and the tubercular diseases noted in infants under one year and 

among children showed how much remained to be done. The use of BCG vaccine should 

be extended and its preparation and distribution improved. Studies in Spain had 

shown that only about 10 per cent, of the child population had been covered by BCG 

vaccination. There was no doubt that information on the tuberculosis situation in 

Europe was inadequate, and that it was essential that a study should be made showing 

the extent and nature of the disease. It had been said that it was a social disease, 

but its social aspect had decreased in importance as advances were made in chemotherapy 

and other methods of treatment. It should be treated as an infectious disease like 

any other, leaving other bodies to deal with the social aspects. Among the proposed 

programme activities for 1964 were included tuberculosis eradication pilot studies. 

It would seem somewhat premature to embark on eradication, even on a local scale. 

Dr VANNUGLI commended the Regional Director on the report he had presented. 

The work that served to stimulate co-operation among countries was one of the most 

important aspects of the activities of the Regional Office^ and one that yielded 

very satisfactory results» Inter-country programmes viere particularly valuable in 

that they enabled public health administrators and experts to make contacts and 

exchange ideas, 

As had been stressed, an adequate equilibrium between traditional and new 

activities in the Region constituted one of the most difficult problems, and reference 

was made to that among the points stressed by the Regional Director in his report 

(document EUR/RC12/13 Rev,l, page 9, para, (ll))
0
 He commended the decision to 

include the two new projects relating to public health measures in the prevention and 

control of ischaemic heart diseases and hypertension, and to the toxicology of drugs 

and food additives， referred to on page 20 of the report. Heart diseases and hyper-
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tension constituted of course one of the most important problems common to all regions. 

He welcomed the holding of a conference on the latter subject and expressed the hope 

that it would have important results. 

In connexion with the provision cf special assistance to Algeria, he commended 

the speed with which the Regional Director had exterded siach help. 

Professor AUJALEU said thit, while the European Region was faced with a diversity 

of problems, there could be n.) cioiôt that it v:ao nonetheless in a fortunate position 

as compared with other regions. However, progress often gave rise to new problems； 

and the proposed programme for the European Regic-ii sought to take that into account. 

Such activities would no doubt in due course be beneficial also to other regions, as 

they gradually encountered those zu^e problems. 

He stressed the fact that the majority of tho ¿jctivitie^ in the Region were carried 

out on an inter-country basis。 Considering the funds at the disposal of the Region, 

the Regional Committee had considered the programme to be satisfactory and had given it 

its unanimous approval. 

Dr RU3IN0WA was grateful to the Regional Director for his statement, which had 

illustrated the guiding principles b̂ h:*.r?d the work cf the îk^ional Office, as well as 

its high quality. 

She would welcome further information on two specific points: namely, whether the 

statistics on tuberculosis in the European Regilon, vhich \¡cro in part the subject of 

resolution Eür/rC12/R2, on page 21 of the report, were being rr-?.de available more 

regularly; and whether any details were already available with regard to the achieve-

ment or otherwise, by the end of 1962, of the objectives of the co-ordinated plan 

establishing priority for the eradication of malaria in ccntinontrl Europe, to which 

reference was made in resolution Eür/hC12/r5^ relatirg to ra?Laria eradication, on pa^e 2. 
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Dr WATT, noting Professor Aujaleu
1

s remark that many of the programmes in the 

Region were inter-country programmes, believed that there were opportunities for extending 

certain activities to what might be considered in a sense an inter-regional plane. 

For example, certain characteristics in the European Region afforded possible material 

for comparison with American experience. He drew attention to parallel activities 

being carried out in the United States of America and in the United Kingdom of Great 

Britain and Northern Ireland regarding mortality rates in certain large groups as 

related to bronchitis on the one hand, and coronary heart diseases on the other; the 

rates were similar but showed different reporting. It was of interest to compare such 

studies, as well as similar types of statistics prepared in the USSR. He wondered 

whether it might not be possible to evolve some procedure whereby observers could note 

possible opportunities for joint development of activities, which might in the future 

lead to more projects of an inter-regional character. 

Professor GAY PRIETO, alternate to Professor Garcia Orcoyen, commended the 

Regional Director on his report. 

He referred to the World Forum on Syphilis and other Treponematoses held in 

Washington in September 1962 and recalled that representatives of the European countries 

had expressed their concern at the increase in venereal diseases, emphasizing the 

need to put into motion the entire complex of anti-venereal -disease measures which 

had somewhat optimistically been relaxed on the assumption that those diseases were 

on the decline. He asked whether the Regional Director had had confirmation of that 

increase in venereal diseases and, if so, whether he envisaged the application of any 

inter-country measures, which constituted the only practical course of action. 



EB3l/Min/6 Rev. - 1 7 4 一 

Mr SAITO, alternate to Dr Omura^ asked what specific diseases the topic chosen 

for technical discussions at the fourteenth session of the Regional Committee, 

namely, "Diagnosis of pre-symptomatic disease by organized screening procedures" was 

intended to cover. 

Sir George GODBER thanked the Regional Director for his report and for his 

excellent introductory statement. 

He emphasized the consideration that, since the European Region could not expect 

any increase in expenditure as other regions were faced with greater needs, it was 

essential that activities in Europe should have a forward impetus in favour of new 

activities rather than include only traditional types of work in which the Regional 

Office could already count successes. The Regional Committee should therefore be 

particularly vigilant in that respect in the coming years. It seemed to him that a. 

good balance had been achieved at the moment and he welcomed the reference on page 9 

of the report, paragraph (11)， to the question of striking a judicious balance when 

deciding what priority was to be accorded to different projects. 

He felt that it was desirable for certain subjects, such as staphylococcal 

infections in hospitals, to receive increasing attention on a national basis• 

With regard to the method of nomination of the Regional Director, he assumed 

that the Director-General would be reporting on that to the Executive Board at a 

later meeting. 

Dr NABULSI said that, while he did not personally consider that the procedure 

for nomination of the Regional Director required any improvement, the Director-General 

should, in the light of the remarks made by the Regional Director for Europe, be 

requested to make a new study of the question, to be submitted to the following 

session of the Executive Board for its consideration. 
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Brigadier HAQUE^ alternate to Dr Afridi^ calling attention to the reference on 

page 8 of the report, paragraph (5)， to the fact that the Regional Office had devoted 

much attention to mental health, especially of young children, asked whether any 

research was being carried out into the social diseases prevalent in the Europe ал 

Region, for instance, juvenile delinquency• Such work would be of benefit to other 

regions^ where any trends towards juvenile delinquency were beginning to be noted, 

in endeavours to prevent occurrence. 

Dr ANDRIAMASY observed that, whereas the problems concerning the European Region 

were clearly different from those of other regions and especially Africa, it was 

fitting that the Executive Board should take an interest in all the activities of 

the Organization. 

Referring to the statement on page 9 of the report^ paragraph (11), to the effect 

that work relating to rheumatism was being added to the activities of the Region, he 

believed that it would be useful, if time permitted, for the Board to be given some 

information as to the stage reached in regard to work on rheumatism^ which constituted 

a world-wide problem» 

Dr van de CALSEYDE expressed the appreciation of the Regional Office for the 

comments made by members of the Board, 

Replying to the points made by Dr Rusinowa^ he said that the situation with 

regard to information concerning the prevalence of tuberculosis had improved, since 

replies remained to be received from only eight out of a total of twenty-nine Member 

States in the Region. With regard to malaria eradication^ he confirmed that the 

objectives of the plan referred to in resolution EUH/RC12/R5 had been achieved by 
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the end of 1962. Countries were now entering the surveillance phase, which was a diffi-

cult one. One country had already requested WHO to certify that its territory had been 

free from malaria for some years past, and it was hoped to receive one or two additional 

requests of that nature in the course of the year. 

In reply to Dr Vannugli, he stated that the aim of the conference on the toxicology 

of drugs and food additives to be held in 1964 was to study what public health measures 

were necessary, as well as the possibilities 

nation of information on a world-wide scale, 

of Europe. It should be borne in mind that 

number of other bodies, such as, for example, 

private pharmaceutical laboratories, and the 

of international co-operation for the dissem 

though more particularly in the interests 

that problem was also being studied by a 

the appropriate org ал of the Common Market, 

Council of Europe• The title of the 

conference seemed somewhat too broad in scope as it stood. Discussions between head-

quarters and the Regional Office would be resumed in March to consider the programme of 

that meeting. 

With regard to the point made by Professor Gay Prieto concerning the incidence of 

venereal diseases, he assured the Board that the Regional Office had not lost sight of 

that problem and was conscious of the increasing dangers. A symposium on that subject 

would be hela in Gc3teborg, Sweden, in September 1963. 

Referring to the point made on behalf of Dr Omura regarding the topic proposed for 

the technical discussions to be held in 1964 - "Diagnosis of pre-symptomat i с disease by 

organized screening procedures" - he said that it was intended that all diseases would be 

covered under that title. The rapporteurs for those technical discussions had not yet 

been designated. Many countries of Europe, and particularly the USSR, had accomplished 

much work in that field and their co-operation would be of great help in the technical 

discussions. 
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With regard to the comments made by Sir George Godber and Dr Nabulsi relating to 

the proposal made in the Regional Committee by the representative of Ireland for 

improvement in the procedures for election of the Regional Director, he thought it might 

be useful briefly to outline the purpose of that proposal. The intention of the represen-

tative of Ireland was tc amend Rule 46 of the Rules of Procedure of the Regional Com-

mittee to enable the Regional Committee to designate one of its Members to receive 

nominations for the office of Regional Director. Those nominations should be sent to 

Member States not less than three months before the date of the session when the 

election would be held; a further amendment would specify that where two candidates 

obtained equal votes, the matter would be submitted to the Executive Board for a 

decision. 

Replying to Brigadier Haque, he recalled that the Regional Office had already, in 

co-operation with headquarters, been carrying on work into the epidemiology of mental 

diseases since 1957, as a result of which a number of publications had been issued on 

the subject. Statistics had also been prepared relating to the incidence of mental 

diseases. Mental health in children had also been studied and had been the subject of 

a series of seminars held from 1957 onwards^ which had resulted in the preparation of 

epidemiological documents. An inter-regional meeting on epidemiological techniques 

in mental health had been held in i960. The Regional Office intended to continue its 

activities in that field and to encourage research on the operational plane. He 

assured the Board that the welfare of children was borne in mind at all times in 

connexion with the activities of the Regional Office. 
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Professor DELBARRE, Secretary-General of the International League against 

Rheumastism, speaking at the invitation of the Chairman following the request of 

Dr Andriamasy, recalled that he had had an opportunity of expounding the problems 

faced, by his League to the twenty-ninth session of the Board. Since that time 

plans were being made for a research programme, the details of which would be 

established in the near future. A basic problem was the distribution of the 

various rheumatic diseases throughout the world. 

The association he represented counted some 5000 specialists from forty-two 

countries arid was endeavouring to extend its investigations on a world-wide basis. 

All efforts were being made to call attention to the gravity of the problem, which 

was increasing in parallel with the lengthening of the average life-span and with 

the growing uniformity of living conditions in various countries• Indeed, it should 

be borne in mind that acute rheumatoid arthritis was responsible in certain age-

groups for as many deaths as poliomyelitis in some countries. 

The co-operation of WHO would be extremely valuable in the task of ensuring a 

wider dissemination of information concerning the League
 1

 s activities
#
 Thus, 

countries would be able to benefit from the experience of others. It would also 

be most useful if expert committees standardized terminology and established priority 

problems. 

Dr ANDRIAMASY expressed appreciation of the statement by Professor Delbarre. 

The CHAIRMAN submitted for the consideration of the Executive Board a draft 

resolution in connexion with the procedure for the nomination of the Regional 

Director, as follows : 
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The Executive Board, 

Having considered the proposals for the revision cf the procedure for 

the nomination of the Regional Director referred to it -by the Regional 

Committee for Europe at its twelfth session, 

REQUESTS the Director-General to study this question and to report 

to the Executive Board at its thirty-second session. 

Professor AUJALEU, supported by Dr VANNUGLI, suggested that the words
 n

at its 

thirty-second session" be amended to read "at a future session". The thirty-second 

session of the Board would be extremely short and the matter was not pressing
e 

Decision: The resolution, as amended， was adopted (see resolution EB3I.RI7)^ 

At the request of the CHAIRMAN, Dr FARAH, Rapporteur^ submitted the following 

comprehensive draft resolution covering the reports of all the Regional Committees: 

The Executive Board 

NOTES the reports on the 1962 sessions of the following Regional 

Committees : 

(1) Regional Committee for Africa, twelfth session; 

⑵ 
XVI 

Regional Committee for the Americas, fourteenth session/ 
Pan American Sanitary Conference; 

⑶ Regional Committee for Sout^i-East Asia, fifteenth session; 

⑷ Regional Committee for the Eastern Mediterranean, twelfth session; 

(5) Regional Committee for Europe, twelfth session; and 

(б) Regional Committee for the Western Pacific, thirteenth session. 

Decision: The draft resolution was adopted (see resolution EBJl^RlS), 
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3 . HOUSING OP STAFF OP THE REGIONAL O F F I C E - p R AFRICA: Item 5-1-2 of the Agenda 
(Resolution WHA15-15； Document EB5I/29) 

Mr SIEGEL, Assistant Director-General, introducing the item, recalled that tho 

World Health Assembly had adopted resolution WHA15.15 as the outcome of the 

discussion on the difficulties of obtaining adequate housing for the Regional Office 

staff in Brazzaville and had authorized the Director-General to proceed with the 

implementation of a plan which would meet 50 per cent, of the problem envisaged at 

the time. The Director-General had informed the World Health Assembly that the 

problem was being studied further and that he hoped to submit a report on the 

management of the real estate operation to the Board at the present session. However, 

some delays had been encountered and that report would accordingly be deferred until 

such time as work had progressed to a stage where a report to a subsequent session of 

the Board was possible. 

Amplifying the information given in paragraph 2.4 of document EB)l/29, the 

stated that the purchase of the particular plot of land originally envisaged had 

not been made because engineering studies had indicated that it was unsuitable for 

construction of apartments• However another plot, also adjacent to the Djoué Estate, 

had been purchased for the price of $ 10 000 less than that of the original plot. 

This economy was partly offset by the fact that the four villas included with the 

original plot of land would not be available. It was hoped that the construction 

work would be completed by the following year. 

It was suggested that the Executive Board should merely take note of the 

present position until a further report was submitted to it. 

1

 Repr duced as Annex 12 to Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Orr. 124 
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Dr ROBERTSON, alternate to Dr Schandorf， expressed his appreciation of the 

speedy action taken by the Secretariat in response to the request for further 

accommodation that had been made at the meeting of the Regional Committee. 

Dr FARAH., Rapporteur, submitted the following draft resolution for the 

consideration of the Board : 

The Executive Board, 

Having considered a report by the Director-General on housing of staff 
of the Regional Office for Africa, 

NOTES the report. 

Decision: The draft resolution was adopted (see resolution EBJ1.R19)• 

ACCOVMODATION FOR THE REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA: Item 5-1.3 of the Agenda 
(Document EBJl/^ó

1

) 

Mr SIEGEL, introducing the item, stated that document ЕВ31/36^" contained the 

Director-General's progress report on the arrangements being pursued with a view to 

providing an extension of the present building housing the Regional Office for 

Africa, both with regard to the status of the planning for the building, and to the 

status of the financial arrangements for payment• 

With regard to the building itself, he amplified the information given in 

paragraph 2 of the document by stating that detailed working drawings were already 

in production and would^ it was hoped, soon be completed. Some unanticipated delays 

had occurred in the preparation of the final plans, but it was expected that the 

stage of sending out invitations for bids would very shortly be reached. 

1
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With reference to the financial implications, he rioted that the document listed 

the contributions, received and pledged, and that paragraph 6 referred to the offer 

of an interest-free loan of $ 200 000 from the Republic of South Africa. As was 

stated in paragraph 7， the Director-General was continuing to contact those govern-

ments that had not already contributed. 

He recalled that the Director-General had been authorized by the World Health 

Assembly to draw on the Working Capital Fund to a maximum amount of $ У>0 000，and 

provision for reimbursement was included in the proposed budget estimates for 1964. 

In view of the fact that the final cost of the building, which would in all events 

be higher than the amount foreseen a year previously, and the extent of voluntary 

contributions were still uncertain at the present juncture， it would be imprudent 

to attempt to arrive at a final estimate for 1964. In any case, the Board would 

consider the matter in connexion with its study of the proposed budget estimates. 

The Board might wish to take note of the situation, to express its appreciation 

to the Member States that had contributed and to request the Director-General to 

submit a further progress report at a subsequent session. 

Mr KITTANI requested information as to the present status of the offer of the 

Republic of South Africa, referred to in paragraph 6. It seemed to him important 

to have clarification of developments in view of the not inconsiderable amount 

involved and of the offers outlined in sub-paragraph (ii) of the letter from the 

Secretary for Health and Chief Health Officer of the Republic of South Africa, 
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contained in Annex 2 of the document, which provided that the annual repayments of 

the loan might， with the approval each year of the South African Government, be 

allocated by WHO for purposes related to the provision of operational services in 

the medical field to those countries that had recently acquired their independence 

and that did not have the personnel to place their basic health services on a sound 

footing. 

Dr ROBERTSON, alternate to Dr Schandorf, said that all were av/are of the 

considerable work being undertaken by WHO in the African Region and the urgent need 

existing for the intensification of activities. It was in that spirit that the 

extension of the accommodation for the Regional Office for Africa had been decided 

upon, and in that connexion he paid tribute to the generous attitude shown by the 

French^Government^ as had been expressed in resolution AFR/RC12/R3 of the Regional 

Committee for Africa (document ЕВ31/56，Annex l), Contributions had been received 

and pledged by a number of governments, and he recalled the provisions of resolution 

W H A 1 5 . 1〜 w h i c h invited Members in the African Region which had not yet done so to 

contribute to the cost of that additional accommodation. 

Referring to the letter received from the Secretary for Health and Chief Health 

Officer of the Republic of South Africa,, he expressed the view that, although there 

was an urgent need for assistance in solving health problems, the offer of an 

interest-free loan as the contribution of the South African Government to the cost 

of the extension of the Regional Office was not acceptable to some of the States in 

the Region as it was too restrictive in nature. 
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It seemed to him that the programme requests relating to South Africa, shown 

in Official Records No. 121, page 118, did not adequately reflect the need for urgent 

health work. In that connexion, he recalled that the Regional Committee^ in its 

resolution AER/RC12/R17, had recommended that the health rights of the South African 

population should be safeguarded. 

As was apparent from the information given in document EB)l/56, countries in a 

less favourable financial position than the Republic of South Africa had, convinced 

of those urgent health needs, made or pledged contributions. All Members in the 

Region had an equal claim on the Regional Office, and therefore a loan could not 

be considered a satisfactory procedure. He was sure that other governments that 

had not already contributed would shortly do so, and the Board had been informed 

that the Director-General was in contact with them to that end. It would be 

desirable for the Executive Board to recommend that the Director-General should 

approach the Republic of South Africa with a view to receiving a voluntary 

contribution. He believed that precedents existed for the Director-General to enter 

into negotiations when an offer appeared unduly restrictive. He was sure that the 

appreciation felt for the French Government
f

 s action would be reflected in the 

response of all governments in the Region, and he expressed the fervent hope that 

the gratifying development of the Regional Office would not be alloyed by 

contributions that were not in the spirit of the resolution. 

He did not think that any parallel could be drawn between the offer of the 

Republic of South Africa and the loan granted by the Swiss Government in respect cf 

the new headquarters building in Geneva. Further, that offer did not seem to him, 

in view of the conditions attached under sub-paragraph (ii) of the letter in Annex 2， 
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to be in conformity with Article 57 of the Constitution, and its acceptance could be 

interpreted as prejudicial to the Organization's prestige. In fairness to the other 

governments in the Region making contributions, the Board should consider the 

situation that might arise if the loan were accepted and should authorize the 

Director-General to take the appropriate action to maintain the prestige of the 

Organization and to avert a difficult situation. If the question were not resolved 

by the Executive Board, it would no doubt have to be raised in the Regional Committee. 

Professor AUJALEU, on a point of clarification,‘said he understood that the 

procedure outlined in sub-paragraph (ii) of the letter contained in Annex 2 would not 

in any way result in a decrease in the contribution made by the Republic of South 

Africa to the budget of V/HO. 

Mr SIEGEL confirmed that there was no relationship whatever between that 

proposal and the annual assessment of South Africa with respect to the regular budget. 

That sub-paragraph referred to a possible additional financial contribution. 

Replying to Mr Kittani, he stated that the offer of the loan had not been 

considered by the Regional Committee. It had been thought that the Board would not 

wish to deal with the question of that offer and would transmit it to the World 

Health Assembly for its consideration. The Board might wish tc request the 

Director-General to explore with the South African Government the details of that 

offer, which might take into account the points raised by Dr Robertson, and to 

report thereon to the World Health Assembly. 
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Mr KITTANI considered that procedure quite acceptable. 

The CHAIRMAN said that the Board would resume its discussion on that item at the 

following meeting. 

The meeting rose at 1 2 Q O р.пь 
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1. NOMINATION FOR THE POST OF DIRECTOR—GENERAL: Item 6.8.1 of the Agenda 

(Article yi of the Constitution; Rules 47 and 51 of the Rules of Procedure 

of the Executive Board; Rule 103 of the Rules cf Procedure of the 

Health Assembly; Resolutions WHA12.4'/ and WHA13.J9) 

The Board, met in closed session at 9.3〇 a.m. and resumed in open session 

at 10,25 a,m. 

The CHAIRMAN announced that the Executive Board had adopted, in closed session, 

the following draft resolution: 

The Executive Board 

1. NOMINATES Dr M . Ст. Candau for the post of Director-General of the 

World Health Organization, in accordance with Article of the Constitution; 

and 

2. SJIBMITS this nomination to the Sixteenth World Health Assembly. 

The Chairman said that Dr Rusinowa would express appreciation and congratulations 

on behalf of all the members of the Board. 

Dr RUSINOWA said that deep concern had been felt for some time in case Dr Candau 

might find it impossible for private or professional reasons to accept nomination 

for a further term of office» It was unnecessary to stress how highly Dr Candau
1

 s 

work was esteemed by the Executive Board. It was often said that no one was 

indispensable, but it was very difficult to find someone who indeed possessed all the 

requisite qualities of character and intellect. The Board expressed its whole-

hearted gratitude to Dr Candau for agreeing to accept the nomination. It was the 

hope of the members that he would be able to remain among them and that his efforts 

in the future would be crowned with even greater success than in the past. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL thanked all the members of the Board for their confidence. 
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2. REPORT ON THE TWELFTH SESSION OF THE REGIONAL COMMITTEE FOR EUROPE: 

Item 5.4 of the Agenda (Document EB)l/l2) 

At the request of the CHAIRMAN, Dr van de CALSEYDE, Regional Director for 

Europe, introduced the report on the twelfth session of the Regional Committee for 

Europe (document EB)l/l2). The session had opened in Warsaw on 11 September 1962 

with Dr Sztachelski, Minister of Health and Welfare of the People's Republic of 

Poland, as chairman. Twenty-eight Member States had been represented. Dr Dorolle, 

Deputy Dir e сtor-General had represented the Director-General of WHO. Hungary, a 

Member State that had previously been inactive, had been represented at the session 

and its return to active participation had been welcomed. The new State of Algeria, 

which at the time had not yet become a Member, had been represented by observers. 

The session had been attended by representatives of the United Nations, the 

United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) and the Food and Agriculture Organization, 

as well as by ten representatives of intergovernmental organizations and of non-

governmental organizations in official relations with WHO, 

The Regional Committee had considered and approved the report of the Regional 

Director on the work of the Organization in Europe. It had approved the modifications 

in the 1965 programme and budget, and with a few amendments the proposed programme 

and budget estimates for 1964. It had also taken note of the matters arising out 

of decisions of the Fifteenth World Health Assembly and of the Executive Board at its 

twenty-ninth and thirtieth sessions. 

The Committee had studied a document submitted by the Regional Office on the 

tuberculosis situation in the European Region. A study group held in 1955 and a 

conference held in 1962 in Karlovy Vary had reached the conclusion that tuberculosis 

was still an important problem in all European countries and that intensified efforts 

were needed to determine the exact incidence and prevalence of the disease- There 
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were considerable differences in mortality rates between the countries of Europe, while 

information relating to morbidity was most unsatisfactory. In spite of advances made 

in the last seven years，there was still inadequate knowledge of the extent and nature 

of tuberculosis problems in many countries. The Committee had adopted a resolution 

on the maintenance of activity in that field. 

After a general discussion of the proposed programme and budget estimates for 1964, 

the Committee had examined in detail first the country programmes and then the inter— 

country programmes. It had been decided to delete five inter-country projects and to 

devote the savings thus effected to two projects considered by the Committee to be of 

the highest importance. One of those projects already appeared among the additional 

projects listed in the green pages of the proposed programme and budget estimates, 

and related to a seminar on public health measures in the prevention and control of 

ischaemic heart diseases and hypertension. The second project concerned a conference 

on the toxicology of drugs and food additives, for discussion of the needs of European 

countries in meeting problems caused by the introduction of new drugs, food additives 

and other potentially toxic substances. 

Resolution EUR/RC12/R7 ？ endorsing the proposed programme and budget estimates for 

196斗 as amended in accordance with the above decisions, had been unanimously adopted. 

Amendments to the Rules of Procedure, some arising out of the adoption of Russian 

as a working language for the Region and others consequent upon recent changes in the 

RuXes of Procedure of the World Health Assembly, had been considered and adopted, by the 

Committee. Among other proposals the Committee had had before it the amendment proposed 

by the Government of Ireland concerning the procedure for the nomination of a Regional 

Director. The proposal was, briefly, that nominations for the post of Regional Director 

should be submitted before the opening of the Committee's session and not, as at present, 

at the time of election. Moreover, it was suggested that should it prove impossible 

to reach a decision, the names of the two remaining candidates should be submitted 
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to the Executive Board for final decision. The Regional Committee had considered that 

those proposals were outside the competence of the Regional Committee for Europe and 

that since the matter concerned other regions and the Executive Board it would be 

preferable to refer the matter to the Board. The Regional Committee had indicated 

that it was favourably disposed in principle towards the adoption of the proposed 

amendment and that it desired to reconsider it at a later session. 

With regard to malaria eradication, the Committee had adopted a resolution 

(EUR/RC12/R5) referring to resolution v m i j . 5 5 of the Thirteenth World Health Assembly, 

and in particular paragraph 5， and recommending that countries which had reached the 

consolidation phase of their eradication programme should take the necessary steps, if 

they had not already done so, to transfer the functions and staff of their national 

malaria eradication service to the general public haalth services and to enable the 

latter to make the best possible use of such stafi
4

. 

A resolution (EUR/RC12/r6) concerning assistance to Algeria had been adopted. 

The Regional Director had already given effect to the recommendations of the resolution 

by addressing a letter to all the governments of the Region asking them to come to the 

help of Algeria by providing, through either direct bilateral aid or co-ordinated WHO 

assistance, the health personnel which the country required, or by contributing to that 

end to the special account for assistance to countries that had recently achieved their 

independence. 

The Committee had also adopted a resolution (E U R / R C 1 2 / R 8 ) noting with pleasure the 

prompt action of the Danish Government in providing temporary accommodation for the 

Regional Office and its proposals to b u i M a new permanent structure, and stressing the 

importance of providing an adequate conference hall for the future work of the Regional 

Office. 
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Technical discussions had been held under the chairmanship of Professor E. J . Y. 

Aujaleu on the planning and organization of post-graduate medical education in relation 

to the needs of a country. A summary report of the discussions appeared as Annex III 

to document EB)l/l2. 

The Regional Committee had decided that the topic for the technical discussions 

at the fourteenth session should be "Diagnosis of pre-symptomat i с disease by organized 

screening procedures". 

Finally, it had been decided that the thirteenth session should be held in Stockholm 

in 1963, and that the fourteenth session should be held in Prague in 1 9 6斗 for a period 

not exceeding five days. 

It was unnecessary to dwell on activities in 1962, since the Board had before it the 

relevant information in Part 工 of document EBJl/12. It would however be of interest 

for the Board to know that the Fellowships Unit had placed 3〇7 fellows from other regions 

for study in Europe in 1961, as compared with 217 in i960 - an increase of 4l per cent., 

partly due to the larger number of undergraduates from Africa. Those figures did not 

take into account the African students from the Congo (Leopoldville) placed in Prance, 

since, as the Director-General had already explained, they were the responsibility of 

headquarters. In 1962, the number of fellows from other regions had increased to 

The Regional Office had allocated 555 fellowships to Europeans during 1 9 6 1 . 

During the year under review the Regional Office had organized fourteen inter-

national meetings and six training courses. Thanks to the special Danish contribution 

to the Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance, it had been able to assist in an 

anaesthesiology training course, a medical rehabilitation course, and a course on human 

genetics for teachers in medical schools. It had also contributed to the malaria 

eradication course given in the French language in Belgrade. 
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Professor ZDANOV, congratulating the Regional Director on his report and the 

way in which he had presented it, expressed general satisfaction with the activities 

of the Regional Office and especially the inter-country programmes, which were the 

fundamental aspect of the Organization
T

s work, and had been particularly well 

organized in the European Region. The work done on cancer research, virus diseases 

and cardiovascular diseases was greatly appreciated and it was hoped that progress 

would continue to be made. 

The steps taken by the Regional Director and his staff to ensure the full use 

of Russian as a working language from 1963 were most welcome. 

He was convinced that the potential resources of the Region, with its great 

number of highly qualified specialists in various fields, would be used on an 

increasing scale to assist the developing countries. The training of medical staff 

both on the spot and in the medical schools of Europe was of particular importance. 

Account should be taken of the different trends of development in Europe. 

With the action taken by the Regional Office to provide assistance to Algeria, 

WHO was fulfilling with great success one of its most important roles, as co-ordinator 

of bilateral and intergovernmental agreements. The success of the Regional 

Director
1

 s efforts, particularly in regard to bilateral and multilateral negotiations, 

should serve as an example for the Organization as a whole• 

Professor CLAVERO, alternate to Professor Garcia Orcoyen, congratulated the 

Regional Director on his report. One of the most important subjects discussed at 

the twelfth session of the Regional Committee for Europe had been tuberculosis. The 

problems relating to that disease were as varied as the social and geographical 

conditions in the widely differing countries that came within the Region. There 

had been a certain optimism based on the decrease in mortality, but the morbidity 

rate had not declined to the same extent. The role played by tuberculosis in 
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infant mortality and the tubercular diseases noted in infants under one year and among 

children showed how much remained to be done. The use of BCG vaccine should be extended 

and its preparation and distribution improved. Studies in Spain had shown that only 

about 10 per cent, of the child population had been covered by BCG vaccination. There 

was no doubt that information on the tuberculosis situation in Europe was inadequate, 

and that it was essential that a study should be made showing the extent and nature of 

the disease. It had been said that it was a social disease, but its social aspect 

had decreased in importance as advances were made in chemotherapy and other methods of 

treatment. It should be treated as an infectious disease like any other, leaving other 

bodies to deal with the social aspects. Among the proposed programme activities for 

1964 were included tuberculosis eradication pilot studies. It would seem somewhat 

premature to embark on eradication, even on a local scale. 

Dr VANNUGLI commended the Regional Director on the" report he had presented. The 

work that served to stimulate co-operation among countries was one of the most important 

aspects of the activities of the Regional Office, and one that yielded very satisfactory 

results• Inter-country programmes were particularly valuable in that they enabled 

public health administratftrs and experts to make contacts and exchange ideas. 

As had been stressed, an adequate equilibrium between traditional and new 

activities in the Region constituted one of the mo it difficult problems, and reference 

was made to that among the points stressed by the Regional director in his report 

(document EUR/hC.12/13 R e v . 1 „ page 9> para, (ll)). He commended the decision to 
о 

include the two new projects relating to public health measures in the prevention and 

control of ischaemic heart diseases and hypertension^ and to the toxicology of drugs 

and food additives, referred to on page 20 of the report. Heart diseases and hyper-
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tention constituted of course one of the most important problems common to all regions. 

He welcomed the holding of a conference on the latter subject and expressed the hope 

that it would have important results. 

In connexion with the provision of special assistance to Algeria, he commended 

the speed with which the Regional Director had extended such help. 

Professor AUJALEU said that, while the European Region was faced with a diversity 

of problems, there could be no doubt that it was nonetheless in a fortunate position 

as compared with other regions. However, progress often gave rise to new problems, 

and the proposed programme for the European Region sought to take that into account. 

Such activities would no doubt in due course be beneficial also to other regions, as 

they gradually encountered those same problëms• 

He stressed the fact that the majority of the activities in the Region were carried 

out on an inter-country basis. Considering the funds at the disposal of the Region, 

the Regional Committee had considered the programme to be satisfactory and had given it 

its unanimous approval. 

Dr RUSINOWA was grateful to the Regional Director for his statement, which had 

illustrated the guiding principles behind the work of the Regional Office, as well as 

its high quality. 

She would welcome further information on two specific points: namely, whether the 

statistics on tuberculosis in the European Region, which were in part the subject of 

resolution EUR/RC12/R2, #n page 21 of the report, were being made available more 

regularly; and whether any details were already available with regard to the achieve-

ment or otherwise, by the end of 1962, of the objectives of the co-ordinated plan 

establishing priority for the eradication of malaria in continental Europe, to which 

reference was made in resolution EUR/rC12/R5, relating to malaria eradication, on page 25. 
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Dr WATT, noting Professor Aujaleu
1

 s remark that many of the programmes in the 

Region were inter-country programmes厂 believed that there were opportunities for extending, 

certain activities to what might be considered in a sense an. inter-regional plane. 

For example^ certain characteristics in the European Region afforded possible material 

for comparison with American experience. He drew attention to parallel activities 

being carried out in the United States of America and in the United Kingdom of Great 

Britain and Northern Ireland regarding mortality rates in certain large groups as 

related to bronchitis on the one hand, and coronary heart diseases on the other; the 

rates were similar but showed different reporting. It was of interest to compare such 

studies, as well as similar types of statistics prepared in the USSR. He wondered 

whether it might not be possible to evolve some procedure whereby observers could note 

possible opportunities for joint development of activities, which might in the future lead 

lead to more projects of an inter-regional character. 

Professor GAY PRIETO, alternate to Professor Garcia Orcoyen, commended the 

Regional Director on his report. 

He referred to the World Forum on Syphilis and other Treponematoses held in 

Washington in September 1962 and recalled that representatives of the European countries 

had expressed their concern at the increase in venereal diseases, emphasizing the 

need tp put into motion the entire complex of anti-venereal-disease measures which 

had somewhat optimistically been relaxed on the assumption that those diseases were 

on the decline. He asked whether the Regional Director had had confirmation of that 

increase in venereal diseases and, if so, whether he envisaged the application of any 

inter-country measures, which constituted the only practical course of action. 



EB3l/Min/6 

page l4 

Mr SAITO> alternate to Dr Omura， asked what specific diseases the topic chosen 

for technical discussions at the fourteenth session of the Regional Committee, 

namely, "Diagnosis of pre-symptomatic disease by organized screening procedures" was 

intended to cover. 

Sir George GODBER thanked the Regional Director for his report and for his 

excellent introductory statement. 

He emphasized the consideration that, since the European Region could not expect 

any increase in expenditure as other regions were faced with greater needs, it was 

essential that activities in Europe should have a forward impetus in favour of new 

activities rather than include only traditional types of work in which the Regional 

Office could already count successes• The Regional Committee should therefore be 

particularly vigilant in that respect in the coming years. It seemed to him that a 

good balance had been achieved at the moment and he welcomed the reference on page 9 

of the report， paragraph (11)， to the question of striking a judicious balance when 

deciding what priority was to be accorded to different projects. 

He felt that it was desirable for certain subjects, such as staphylococcal 

infections in hospitals, to receive increasing attention on a national basis• 

With regard to the method of nomination of the Regional Director, he assumed 

that the Director-General would be reporting on that to the Executive Board at a 

later meeting. 

Dr NABULSI said that, while he did not personally consider that the procedure 

for nomination of the Regional Director required ару improvement, the Director-General 

should, in the light of the remarks made by the Regional Director for Europe, be 

requested to make a new study of the question, to be submitted to the following 

session of the Executive Board for its consideration. 
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Dr HAQUE, alternate to Dr Afridi, calling attention to the reference on page 8 of 

the report, p a r a g r a p h .⑶ , t o the fact that the Regional Office had devoted much 

attention to mental health, especially of young children, asked whether any research 

was being carried out into the social diseases concomitant with the European Region, 

for instance, juvenile delinquency. Such work would be of benefit to other regions， 

whsre any trends towards juvenile delinquency were beginning to be noted， in 

endeavours to prevent its occurrence. 

Dr ANDRIAMASY observed that, whereas the problems concerning the European Region 

were clearly different from those of other regions and especially Africa, it was 

fitting that the Executive Board should take an interest in all the activities of 

the Organization. 

Referring to the statement on page 9 of the report, paragraph (11)， to the effect 

that work relating to rheumatism was being added to the activities of the Region, he 

believed that it would be useful, if time permitted, for the Board to be given some 

information as to the stage reached in regard to work on rheumatism, which constituted 

a world-wide problem. 

Dr van de CALSEYDE expressed the appreciati.ori of the Regional Office for the 

comments made by members of the Board. 

Replying to the points made by Dr Rusinowa, he said that the situation with 

regard to information concerning the prevalence of tuberculosis had improved, since 

replies remained to be received from only eight out of a total of twenty-nine Member 

States in the Region• With regard to malaria eradication, he confirmed that the 

objectives of the plan referred to in resolution EUR/RC12/k5 had been achieved by 
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the end of 1962. Countries were now entering the surveillance phase^ which was a diffi-

cult one. One country had already requested WHO to certify that its territory had been 

free from malaria for some years past, and it was hoped, to receive one or two additional 

requests of that nature in the course of the year. 

In reply to Dr Vannugli, he stated that tbe aim of the conference on the toxicology 

of drugs and food additives to be held ir： 196斗 was to study what public health measures 

were necessary, as well as the possibilities 

nation of information or a world-wide scale, 

of Europe. It should be borne in mind that 

number of other bodies, such as, for example, 

of international co-operation for the dissemi-

though more particularly in the interests 

that problem was also being studied by a 

the appropriate organ of the Common Market, 

private pharmaceutical laboratories^ and the Council of Europe. The title of the 

conference seemed somewhat too broad in scope as it stood. Discussions between head-

quarters and the Regional Office would be resumed in March to consider the programme of 

that meeting. 

With regard to the point made by Professor Gay Prieto concerning the incidence of 

venereal diseases, he assured the Board that the Regional Office had not lost sight of 

that problem and was conscious of the increasing dangers. A symposium on that subject 

would be hela in Goteborg, Sweden, in September 1963. 

Referring to the point made on behalf of Dr Omura regarding the topic proposed for 

the technical discussions to be held in 1964 - "Diagnosis of pre-symptomat i с disease by-

organized screening procedures" - he said that it was intended that all diseases would be 

covered under' that title. The rapporteurs for those technical discussions had not yet 

been designated. Many countries of Europe, and particularly the USSR, had accomplished 

much work in that fie'Ld and their co-operation would be of great help in the technical 

discussions. 
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With regard to the comments made by Sir George Godber and Dr Nabulsi relating to 

the proposal made in the Regional Committee by the representative of Ireland for 

improvement in the procedures for election of the Regional Director, he thought it might 

be useful briefly to outline the purpose of that proposal. The intention of the represer 

tative of Ireland was to amend Rule 46 of the Rules of Procedure of the Regional Com-

mittee to enable the Regional Committee to designate one of its Members to receive 

nominations for the office of Regional Director. Those nominations should be sent to 

Member States not less than three months before the date of the session when the 

election would be held; a further amendment would specify that where two candidates 

obtained equal votes, the matter would be submitted to the Executive Board for a 

decision. 

Replying to Dr Haque, he recalled that the Regional Office had already^ in 

с 

co-operation with headquarters, been carrying on work into the epidemiology of mental 

diseases since 1957/ as a result of which a number of publications had been issued on 

the subject. Statistics had also been prepared relating to the incidence of mental 

diseases. Mental health in children had also been studied and had been the subject of 

a series of seminars held from 1957 onwards, which had resulted in the preparation of 

epidemiological documents. An inter-regional meeting on epidemiological techniques 

in mental health had been held in i960. The Regional Office intended to continue its 

activities in that field and to encourage research on the operational plane. He 

assured the Board that the welfare of children was borne in mind at all times in 

connexion with the activities of the Regional Office. 
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Professor DELBARRE, Secretary-General of the International League.against 

Rheumatism, speaking at the invitation of the Chairman following the request ©f 

Dr Andriamasy, recalled that he had had an opportunity of expounding the problems 

faced by his League to the twenty-ninth session of the Board. Since that time 

plans were being made for a research programme, the details of which would be 

established in the near future. A basic problem was the distribution of the various 

rheumatic diseases throughout the world. 

The association he represented counted some 7000 specialists from forty-two 

countries and was endeavouring to extend its investigations oñ a worldwide 

basis. All efforts were being made to? call attention to the gravity of the problem, 

which was increasing in parallel with the lengthening of the average life span and 

with the growing uniformity of living conditions in various countries. Indeed, it 

should be borne in mind that acute rheumatoid arthritis was responsible in certain 

age-groups for as many deaths as poliomyelitis in some countries. 

The co-operation of "WHO would be extremely valuable in the. task of ensuring a 

wider dissemination of information concerning the League
 f

 s activities. Thus, 

countries would be able to benefit from the experience of others• It would also 

be most useful if expert committees standardized terminology and established priority 

problems• 

Dr ANDRIAMASY expressèd appreciation of the statement by Professor Delbarre• 

The CHAIRMAN submitted for the consideration of the Executive Board a draft 

resolution in connexion with the procedure for the nomination of the Regional 

Director, as follows : 
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The Executive Board, 

Having considered the proposals for the revision of the procedure 

for the nomination of the Regional Director referred to it by the 

Regional Committee for Europe at its twelfth session, 

REQUESTS the Director-General to study this question and to 

report to the Executive Board at its thirty-second session. 

Professor AUJALEU, supported by Dr VANNUGLI, suggested that the words "at its 

thirty-second session" be amended to read "at a future session". The thirty-second 

session of the Board would be extremely short and the matter was not pressing. 

Decision: The resolution, as amended, was adopted. 

The CHAIRMAN noted that the Board would have, before it a comprehensive , 
.... - •-、，• 

resolution covering the reports of all the Regional Committees. ..产 

Dr PARAH, Rapporteur, submitted the following draft resolution for the 

consideration of the Board: 

The Executive Board 

NOTES the reports on the 19б2 sessions of the following 

Regional Committees: 

(1) Regional Committee for Africa, twelfth session; 

(2) Regional Committee for the Americas, fourteenth 

session/XVI Pan American Sanitary Conference; 

(3) Regional Committee for South-East Asia, fifteenth session; 

(4) Regional Committee for the Eastern Mediterranean， twelfth session; 

(5) Regional Committee for Europe
9
 twelfth session; and 

(6) Regional Committee for the Western Pacific, thirteenth session. 

Decision: The resolution was adopted. 
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乂 HOUSING OP STAFF OP THE REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA: Item 5-1.2 of the Agenda 
(Resolution ША15Л5； Document EB51/29) 

Mr SIEGEL, Assistant Director-General, introducing the item, recalled that the 

World Health Assembly had adopted resolution WHA15.15 as the outcome of the 

discussion on the difficulties of obtaining adequate housing for the Regional Office 

staff in Brazzaville and had authorized the Director-General to proceed with the 

implementation of a plan which would meet 50 per cent• of the problem envisaged at 

the time. The Director-General had informed the World Health Assembly that the 

problem was being studied further and that he hoped to submit a report on the 

management of the real estate operation to the Board at the present session. However, 

some delays had been encountered and that report would accordingly be deferred until 

such time as work had progressed to a stage where a report to a subsequent session of 

the Board was possible. 

Amplifying the information given in paragraph 2Л of document EB)l/29, he 

stated that the purchase of the particular plot of land originally envisaged had 

not been made because engineering studies had indicated that it was unsuitable for 

construction of apartments• However another plot, also adjacent to the Djoué Estate, 

had been purchased for the price of $ 10 000 less than that of the original plot. 

This economy was partly offset by the fact that the four villas
3
 included with the 

original plot of land, would not be available. It was hoped that the construction 

work would be completed by the following year. 

It was suggested that the Executive Board should merely take note of the 

present position until a further report was submitted to it. 
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Dr ROBERTSON, alternate to Pr Schandorf, expressed his appreciation of the 

speedy action taken by the Secretariat in response to the request for further 

accommodation that had be母n made at the meeting of the Regional Committee. 

Dr PARAH, Rapporteur, submitted the following draft resolution for the 

consideration of the Board: 

The Executive Board, .. 

Having considered a report by the Director-General on housing of 
'' •• … 1 

staff of the Regional Office for Africa^ 

NOTES the report. 

4 . A C C _ O D A T I O N FOR THE REGION/VL OFFICE FOR AFRICA: Item 5.1.3 of the Agenda 

(Document EB^l/jô) 

. . . . ' -

Mr SIEGEL, introducing the item, stated that document KB31/36 contained the 
о 

Director-General
1

 s progress report on the arrangements being pursued with a view 

to providing an extension of the present building housing the Regional Office for 
• о 

Africa, both with regard to the status of the planning for the building, and to the 

status of the financial arrangements for payment, 

With regard to the building itself, he amplified the information given in 

paragraph 2 of the document by stating that detailed" working drawings were already 

in process and would, it was hoped, soon be completed/ Some unanticipated delays 

had occurred in the preparation of the final plans, but it was expected that the 

stage of sending out invitations for bids would very shortly be reached• 

1

 Document EBJl/29 
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With reference to the financial implications, he noted that the document listed 

the contributions received and pledged, and that paragraph 6 referred to the offer 
J 

of an interest-free loan of $ 200 000 from the Republic of South Africa, As was 

stated in paragraph 7, the Director-General was continuing to contact those govern-

ments that had not already contributed. 

He recalled that the Director-General had been authorized by the World Health 

Assembly to draw «n the Working Capital Fund to a maximum amount of $ ；500 ООО, and 

provision for reimbursement was included in the proposed budget estimates ft>r 1964. 

In view of the fact that the final cost of the building, which would in all events 

be higher than the amount foreseen a year previously, and the extent of voluntary 

contributions were still uncertain at the present Juncture, it would be imprudent 

to attempt to arrive at a final estimate for 1964. In any case, the Board would 

consider the matter in connexion with its study of the proposed budget estimates • 

The Board might wish to take note of the situation, to express its appreciation 

t^ the Member States that had contributed and to request the Director-General to 

submit a further progress report at a subsequent session. 

Mr KITTANI requested information as to the present status of the offer of the 

Republic of South Africa, referred to in paragraph 6 . It seemed to him important 

to have clarification of developments in view of the not inconsiderable amount 

involved and of the offer, outlined in sub-paragraph (ii) of the letter from the 

Secretary for Health and Chief Health Officer of the Republic of South Africa^ 
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contained in Annex 2 of the document， which provided that the annual repayments of 

the loan might， with the approval each year of the South African Government， be 

allocated by WHO for purposes related to the provision of operational services in 

the medical field to those countries that had recently acquired their independence 

and that did not have the personnel to place their basic health services on a sound 

footing. 

Dr ROBERTSON, alternate to Dr Schandorf, said that all were aware of the 

considerable work being undertaken by WHO in the African Region and the urgent need 

existing for the intensification of activities. It was in that spirit that the 

extension of the accommodation for the Regional Office for Africa had been decided 

upon, and in that connexion he paid tribute to the generous attitude shown by 

the French Government, as had been expressed in resolution AFR/RC12/R5 of the 

Regional Committee for Africa (document ЕВ31/36， Annex l)• Contributions had 

been received and pledged by a number of governments, and he recalled the provisions 

of resolution WHA15.14, which invited Members in the African Region, which ..had not 

yet done so, to contribute to the cost of that additional accommodation• 

Referring to the letter received from the Secretary fer Health and Chief Health 

Officer of the Republic of South Africa, he expressed the view that， although there 

was an urgent need fmr assistance in solving health problems, the offer of an 

interest-free loan as the contribution of the South African Government to the cost 〜f 

the extension of the Regional Office was not acceptable tc some of the States in the 

Region as it was too restrictive in nature. 
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It seemed to him that the programme requests relating to South Africa, shown 

in Official Records No. 121, page 118， did not adequately reflect the need for urgent 

health work. In that connexion, he recalled that the Regional Committee, in its 

resolution AFR/RC12/R17, had recommended that the health rights of the South African 

population should be safeguarded. 

As was apparent from the information given in document EB)l/36, countries in a 

less favourable financial position than the Republic of South Africa had, convinced 

of those urgent health needs, made or pledged contributions. M l Members ' iii the 

Region had an equal claim on the Regional Office，and therefore a loan could not 

be considered a satisfactory procedure. He vras sure that other governments that 

bad not already contributed would Shortly do so, and the Board had been informed 

that the Director-General was in contact with them to that end. It would be 

desirable for the Executive Board to recommend that the Director-General should 

approach the Republic of South Africa with a view to receiving a voluntary 

contribution. He believed that precedents existed for the Director-General to enter 
л. 

into negotiations when an offer appeared unduly restrictive. - He was sure that the 

appreciation felt for the French Government
!

s action would be refleci^ed in thé 

response of all governmer^ts in the Region, and he expressed the fervent "hope that 

the gratifying development of the Regional Office would not be alloyed by ‘ 

contributions that were not in the spirit of the resolution. « 

；1 He did not think that any parallel could be drawn between the offer of the 

Republic of South Africa and the loan granted by the Swiss Government i if respect of 

the new headquarters building in Geneva. Further, that offer did not seem to him, 

in view of the conditions attached under sub-paragraph (ii) of the letter in Annex 2， 
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to be in conformity with Article 57 of the Constitution, and its acceptance could be 

interpreted as prejudicial to the Organization
1

s prestige. In fairness to the other 

governments in the Region making contributions, the Board should consider the 

situation that might arise if the loan were accepted and should authorize the 

Director-General to take the appropriate action to maintain the prestige of the 

Organization and to avert a difficult situation. If the question were not resolved 

by the Executive Board, it would no doubt have to be raised in the Regional Committee. 

Professor AUJAIEU, on a point of clarification, said he understood that the 

procedure outlined in sub-paragraph (ii) of the letter contained in Annex 2 would not 

in any way result in a decrease in the contribution made by the Republic of South 

Africa to the budget of WHO. 

Mr SIEGEL confirmed that there was no relationship whatever between that 

proposal and the annual assessment of South Africa with respect to the regular budget. 

That sub-paragraph referred to a possible additional financial contribution. 

Replying to Mr Kittani, he stated that the offer of the loan had not been 

considered by the Regional Committee. It had been thought that the Board would not 

wish to deal with the question of that offer and would transmit it to the World 

Health Assembly for its consideration. The Board might wish to request the 

Director-General to explore with the South African Government the details of that 

offer, which might take into account the points raised by Dr Robertson, and to 

report thereon to the World Health Assembly. 
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Mr KITTANI considered that procedure quite acceptable. 

The CHAIRMAN said that the Board would resume its discussion on that item at 

the following meeting. 

The meeting rose at p.m. 


