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The Executive Board., 

Having considered the report of the Director-General on co-ordination 

in the field, and the provisions of resolution 856 (XXXII) of the Economic 

and Social Council, 

Considering Article 2 of the Constitution of the World Health Organization 

which provides that the functions of the Organization shall be, inter alia, 

"to assist governments upon request in strengthening health services" and 

"to furnish appropriate technical assistance and in emergencies necessary 

aid upon the request or acceptance of governments
1

、 

Considering that the fundamental objective of co-ordination is to improve 

the assistance given to governments^ 

Recognizing that the responsibility for national development plans rests 

on the individual governments concerned， with such assistance as they may-

request from the United Nations system of agencies, 

1. NOTES with satisfaction the interpretation of resolution 856 (XXXII) 

contained in paragraph 156 of the report of the Technical Assistance Committee 

to the Economic and Social Council,
1

 which is reproduced in Annex 1 to this 

resolution; 
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2. REQUESTS the Director-General to invite the attention of governments to 

the importance of including a representative of the national health authority 

on national planning bodies, since a healthy population is basic to the 

development of a sound and growing economy; 

3. REQUESTS the Director-General to call the attention of Member governments 

to the advisability of including in health ministries special provisions for 

the development of national health plans and the evaluation of national health 

programmes； 

4. CONSIDERS that the World Health Organization^ in order to carry out its 

functions, must continue to preserve its own channels of communications with 

governments on matters within its competence， and that it has a vital role to 

play in assisting governments in the technical co-ordination of health activities 

at the national level; 

5. NOTES that the Director-General will continue to arrange to keep the 

Resident Technical Assistance Representatives fully informed of the assistance 

to the country planned to be provided by the Organization. 



ANNEX 1 

156. The sponsors explained that paragraph � of the draft resolution covered 

"technical co-operation" activities carried out under the Expanded Programme^ the 

Special Fund and the regular programmes of the organizations as well as the United 

Nations Children's Fund. It was not intended to include the activities of the 

International Bank and the International Monetary Fund, except for technical assistance 

projects. As regards the recommendations in paragraph 4 that the Resident 

Representatives
 n

may^ for purposes of co-ordination^ be kept informed about and, as 

appropriate, associated with inquiries and negotiations concerning programmes of 

technical co-operation”� the. sponsors asked that the report of the Committee make 

it clear that it was not intended to interfere with negotiations of a technical nature 

which only professionally qualified staff members of the organizations should carry out. 

The use of the words
 M

as appropriate" indicated that the governments and the 

organizations could associate Resident Representatives in the negotiations when the 

latter were in a position to help, and did not constitute an obligation imposed on them, 

nor a service of which they had to make use,
1 
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