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NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS 

The Standing Committee on Non-Governmental Organizations met on 

Thursday, 18 January 1962 at 2.30 p.m. and on Tuesday, 23 January 1962 at 

2 p.m. 

The following members were present: 

Colonel M. K , Afridi 
Dr A . L» Bravo 
Dr A. Lynch C. 
Dr L. Molitor 
Dr Jihad Shaheen 

Dr L
#
 Molitor was unanimously elected Chairman. 

1. Consideration of new applications for official relations 

The Standing Committee considered the applications submitted by four 

non-governmental organizations on the basis of the questionnaire corrpleted by 

these organizations
1

 and in the light of the criteria laid down in part I of the 

Working Principles governing the Admission of Non-Governmental Organizations 
2 

into Relations with Ш0
П

 as adopted by the Third World Health Assembly (resolution 

WHA3»113) and interpreted by the Sixth World Health Assembly (resolution ША6.Д9). 

Considering the application of the International Water Supply Association, 

the Committee was satisfied that it met the criteria referred to above and 

decided， therefore, to recommend to the Executive Board the adoption of the 

following resolution: 

1
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"The Executive Board, 

Having examined the report of the Standing Committee on Non-Governmental 

Organizations
y 

!• ADOPTS the report, and 

2. DECIDES to establish official relations, on the basis of the criteria 

laid down in the 'Working Principles governing the Admission of Non-Governmental 

Organizations into Relations with "WHO”，with the International Water Supply 

Association," 

The Standing Committee also considered applications submitted by three other 

non-governmental organizations and reached the follcMing conclusionss 

The Standing Committee, while recognizing the very useful activities of the 

International Association of Logopedics and Phoniatrics, was of Mie opinion that 

its consideration should be postponed until the Association
1

 s mentoership has become 

wider and until WHO'S programme of work becomes more active in this field. 

In the case of the International Optical League
3
 the Standing Committee, "while 

recognizing the inrportance and good work of the League, decided to recommend not 

to establish official relations with this non-governmental organization as Its 

activities are of marginal interest to the work of Ш0. 

The Standing Committee also decided to recommend not to establish official 

relations with the International Union of Medical Press as its inbernational 

character was not clear and some of its piirposes of function did not justify its 

admission into official relations. 

Quadrennial review 

The Standing Committee had before it the information submitted by the 

Dire с t or -General in document EB29/26 and EB29/26 Add^l and 2，on the co-operation 

which has taken place with the non-governmental organizations in official relations 

from 1958 to 196l
# 



The otanding Committee decided to recommend to the Board that relations be 

maintained with the fifty-six non-governmental organizations псж in official 

relations with WHO. 

The Standing Committee therefore recoimnends to the Board the adoption of the 

following resolutions 

"The Executive Board， 

Having examined the report of the Standing Committee on Non-Gcnrernmeivfcal 

Organizations^ on its Quadrennial Review of the Organizations in Official 

Relations with WHO， 

DECIDES to maintain official relations, on the basis of the criteria laid 

d a m in the working principles，as adopted by the Third ivorld Health Assembly 

(resolution WHA3.113) and as reviewed and interpreted by the Sixth World Health 

Assembly (resolution ША6.Д9) with the fifty-six organizations now in official 

relations•
n 

In the case of the Central Council for Health Education， a national 

non-governmental organization， the Committee decided to maintain， for the present, 

relationship with this non-govefninental organization as it had actively co-operated 

with, and given good services to "WHO in the past^ and as it offers experience upon 

which Ш0 may wish to draw. The Coinmittee, however^ in the spirit of Article 1 (iii) 

of the Working Principle s ̂  recommends that the Council
!

 s activities should be 

co-ordinated with those of the International Union for Health Education to the 

greatest possible extent，and that the two organizations should, in so far as 

possible， form a single body to act for both. 

3. WHO
1

 s relations with non—governmental organizations 

The Standing Commit tee examined the do cument"'" p repar ed by the Director-General 

which contained a study of WHO : s collaboration with the non-governmental organizations 

over the past ten years and suggestions designed to broaden this collaboration in the 

future• 

1
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The Standing Committee noted that WH〇
！

s collaboration with the non—governmental 

organizations up to the present time can be summarized as fo I Iotss 

(1) The main form of collaboration has been representation at each other
f

 s irieetings^ 

which includes the attendance of WHO representatives at congresses and technical 

meetings of the non-governmental organizations^ as well as meetings of their 

executive bodies, and the representation of non—governmental organizations at 

meetings of our Executive Board, Assembly and the Regional Committee meetings• 

(2) Some consultation and collaboration on programme matters, particularly relating 

to technical policies, but these have all been on an informal secretariat level. 

(3) Some of the specialists holding official positions in the non-governmental 

organizations have been appointed as members of Expert Advisory Panels, and some 

have been invited to certain expert committee meetings in their individual capacity 

as experts• 

(Д) In rare instances， non-governmental organizations have been assigned a specific 

task, such as that of obtaining certain world-wide information, or preparing a 

special paper for a particular meeting, or for a special study undertaken Ъу "WHO， 

In a few instances they have been given a nominal payment for undertaking such 

work. 

This limited collaboration is not now satisfactory to many of the non-governmental 

organizations, nor is it fully satisfactory to WHO，since we do not obtain the. 

maximum advantage from the contacts of the non-governmental organizations outside 

governmental sources. 

The Standing Committee therefore recommends to the Executive Board the 

adoption of the following resolutions 

4The Executive Board, 

Having examined the report of the Standing Committee on Non-Goveггшвntal 

Organizations on "WHO
f

 s relations with non-governmental organizations ̂  

DECIDEo that WHO
1

s collaboration with non-governmental organizations be 

extended to include the following point s s 



1. Зозю broadening of the fields of interest in relations to the e^anding 

work of •〇 • 

2. ЩО should，however, continue to ha.we only one category of non-governrBntal 

organizations in official relations. 

3- Collaboration with non-governmental organizations in the technical fields 

of Ш0* s activities, as now being developed on a wide basis, could be intensified 

in the following directions s 

(i) The officers of the non-governmental organizations
y
 depending on 

their technical qualifications and experience， should, as found suitable, 

be appointed to Expert Advisory Panels of Ш0 . 

(ii) Non-governmental organizations in specific fields of activity should 

establish close contacts with WHO technical staff, and exchange views, 

as appropriate, on technical developments and progress, as related to 

Ш0
1

 s activities. 

(iii) Some of the non-governmental organizations in specific technical 

fields might be invited, as appropriate, to send representatives to attend 

meetings of езфегЬ coiranittees^ scientific groups, technical conferences^ 

regional and inter-regional conferences, seminars and symposia organized 

by Ш0. Normally， the representatives invited should attend at their 

СЖП cost^ 

(iv) The use made of the non-governmental organizations in assisting the 

Organization in developing uniform nomenclatures, standard methodology and 

similar activities should be more generally applied，as seem appropriate. 

(v) The non-governmental organizations should be encouraged to use 

their contacts and national organizations to assist in disseminating 

technical information and policies developed by VJHO^ in promoting health 

education^ and improving health standards • The non-governmental 

organizations might be used to obtain information from professional 

bodies and from individual members of the profession where such information 

is required• Use could also be rnade of non-governmental organizations 

to develop certain inquiries and to assist in the research activities оГ 

the Organization as found feasible. 



(vi) Where found necessary, support and encouragement should be given by "Ш0 

to the periodicals and publications issued by non-governmental organizations• 

They should be supplied with information on technical matters regularly so 

that they can include it in their issues, 

(vii) The rare but successful examples of joint-sponsorship of certain 

conferences with non-governmental organizations are worth following up 

with a view to using this method to sponsor joint conferences with the 

non-gOTerrmBntal organizations wherever that seems feasible arid most 

fruitful. The main purpose of such joint conferences should be exchange 

of knowledge and dissemination of information. 

(viii) In зокв cases it might be necessary to make certain financial grants 

or to meet certain e xpenditures in connexion with certain specific studies 

or inquiries to be undertaken on "WHO
1

 s behalf." 


