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COMMUNICATION PROM THE INTERNATIONAL FERTILITY ASSOCIATION 

In pursuance of the privileges conferred on non-governmental organizations in 
official relations with the World Health Organization, the Director-General has 
the honour to communicate to the members of the Executive Board the following 
text of a letter dated 1 December 196l from the President of the International 
Fertility Association: 

"The IV World Congress on Fertility and Sterility will be held in 
Rio de Janeiro, from 8th to 15th August, 1уб2, under the auspices of the Inter-
national Fertility Association and the Sociedade Brasileira de Pertilidade. 
As you already know, the IFA was founded in Brazil in 1951 having held up to 
now numerous local and regional meetings in various countries, including three 
remarkable World Congresses. 

The first one took place in New York, in 195)� with an attendance of 
1ЗОО specialists from 53 countries, and I had the honour of being the Chairman 
of its Scientific Program, 

The second, in Naples - 1956, and under my presidency, gathered about 
2000 specialists from 70 countries. The Welcome from Pope Pió XII and 
memorable address to the Congress, defending principles of medical ethics 
and approving the IPA programme, made clear in definitive form IPA fs real 
purposes, whose scientific work is directed exclusively to the study and 
treatment of couples involuntarily sterile, who are frustrated because of 
this situation, which reflects in the familiar stability. It is important 
to add that the IFA is not interested in studying problems of overpopulation, 
but only in solving a problem of a minority of about 15 to 2Q% of couples who 
cannot raise a family. Por these same reasons it is not our intention to 
increase the fertility rate of the population. 

The third Congress, in 1959 in Amsterdam, was held with the same high 
scientific pattern, and the participation of a similar number of countries• 
At that time, Brazil was chosen as headquarters for the fourth Congress, with 
the purpose of, as the founder of this international entity， commemorating 
its 10th anniversary• 

1 Basic Documents, 12th ed” paragraph 3 (iii), p. 72 
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As president of the IV World Congress on Fertility and Sterility, I 
request you to communicate the realization of the above-mentioned Congress to 
the Executive Board and the World Assembly of the World Health Organization, 
in order that it will be sent to the Congress representative delegates of 
this organization, contributing to the greater success of the scientific 
programme. The subjects of the contributions to be presented by the World 
Health Organization delegates could be of their free choice, provided they have 
connexion with the official themes of the Congress, according to the list in 
the reverse, or with the aims of �FA. 

As you know, IFA belongs to this Organization as a non-governmental entity. 
Also, as permanent delegate from IFA to WHO I feel that it is ray duty to make 
this communication to WHO and request its participation through representative 
delegates for a subject which interests numerous fields of Medicine and Biology. 

See Annex 
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ANNEX 

OFFICIAL THEMES 

1. Undergraduate and post-graduate instruction in the field of fertility. 

2. Effect of medical diseases on fertility. 

Iatrogenic induced infertility and sterility. 

4. Prophylaxis of sterility and infertility. 

Role of radio-active agents in diagnosis, therapy and research, in fertility 
studies• 

6. Contributions of animal fertility studies and research in animals, to the 
progress of human fertility. 

7* Present concepts in the etiology， diagnosis and prevention of spontaneous 
habitual abortions. 

8. Fertility and the ethics of human experimentation• 


