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1. WHO STAFF PENSION COMMITTEE: APPOINTMENT OF REPRESENTATIVES TO REPLACE MEMBERS 
WHOSE PERIOD OF MEMBERSHIP EXPIRES: Item 3.20.2 of the Agenda (Document Аl6 /AFL /2) 

Mr SIEGEL, Assistant Director -General, Secretary, at the request of the CHAIRMAN, 

explained that each year it was necessary for the Health Assembly to appoint members to 

the WHO Staff Pension Committee to replace those whose period of appointment had expired. 

The list of the present members of the Staff Pension Committee was set out in Document 

Аl6 /AFL /2. The retiring members were those designated by the governments of the 

United Kingdom and of Thailand, and had to be replaced by a member and an alternate 

member from the membership of the Executive Board as it stood after the recent elections 

by the current Assembly. 

In the customary form of resolution for this purpose, in paragraph 5 of document 

A16 /AFL /2,spaces had been left for the insertion of the names of the governments 

designating the members now to be nominated by the Committee. 

Dr CAYLA (France) formally moved the adoption of the draft resolution to which the 

Secretary had just referred, with the insertion of the names of Mali and New Zealand. 

Dr BRAVO (Chile), Rapporteur, at the request of the CHAIRMAN, read out the draft 

resolution so completed, as follows: 

The Sixteenth World Health Assembly 

RESOLVES that the member of the Executive Board designated by the Government 
of Mali be appointed as member of the WHO Staff Pension Committee, and that the 

member of the Board designated by the Government of New Zealand be appointed as 
an alternate member, the appointments being for a period of three years. 

Decision: The draft resolution was adopted. 
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2. HEADQUARTERS ACCOMMODATION: PROGRESS REPORT: Item 3.11 of the Agenda (Official 

Records No. 124, Resolution EB31.R25 and Annех 15; Documents Alб /АFL /12 and 

A16 /AFL /12, Add. 1) 

Dr NABULSI, representative of the Executive Board, speaking at the request of the 

CHAIRMAN, said that the Executive Eoard had followed very closely the development of 

the arrangements in regard tc the new headquarters building and had carefully considered 

the re :.ports regularly presented to it by the Director - General, and its Standing 

Committee on Headquarters Accommodation. The last report of the Standing Committee • 
had been made to the Executive Board at its thirty -first session in January 1963 and 

would be found in Official Records No. 124, on pages 56.60. It stressed the need for a 

considerable increase in the financial provision, because of increases which had occurred 

in building costs, and probable increases in the future. The Committee had noted the 

efforts of the Director - General to keep the cost of the building within the limits 

authorized by the Health Assembly and had studied the possibility of making further 

economies, but had reached the conclusion that further savings would seriously compromise 

the utility of the construction. 

The Standing Committee had also recommended that the provision for an underground 

garage contained in the original project, and eliminated for reasons of economy, should 

be restored, the capacity of the garage depending on whether further ground for surface 

parking could be obtained, and suggested negotiations with the local authorities on that 

possibility. 

The report of the Standing Committee and that of the Director - General (Official 

Records No. 124, Annex 15, part 2) had been carefully considered by the Board, which 

had adopted resolution EB31.R25. 

• 
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In accordance with paragraph б of that resolution, the Ad Hoc Committee of the 

Executive Board'had further examined the question in the light of the report submitted 

by the Director - General to the present Assembly in document Alб /AFL /12. The Ad Hoc 

Committee's report (document A16 /AFL /12 Add.1) dealt with three main subjects: parking 

(paragraphs 4 to 7), expected cost increases (paragraphs 8 to 11), and financing 

(paragraphs 12 and 13). 

The amounts already approved in the Supplementary Budget Estimates for 1963 and 

in the Programme and Budget Estimates for 1964'covered a part of the increased cost but 

about fifteen -and -a half million Swiss francs remained to be found. 

The SECRETARY, at the request of the CHAIRMAN, introduced the subject and referred 

to document А16 /AFL/ P/К which contained the following draft resolution for the con- 

sideration of the Committee: 

The Sixteenth World Health Assembly, 

Noting the reports and recommendations of the Executive Board, its Standing 
Committee on Headquarters Accommodation and its Ad Hoc Committee, as well as the 
report of the Director- General on Headquarters Accommodation; 

Noting the substantial increase in construction costs since the Thirteenth 
World Health Assembly authorized the construction of a headquarters building; 

Recognizing the importance of adhering to good quality standards of con- 

struction in the the interest of staff efficiency and of long -term economy in 
maintenance; 

Taking into account that making a reasonable .. rovision of underground parking 
at this stage in the construction programme will result in an economy for the 

Organization over a period of years, and considering therefore that it is necessary 
to re- establish such provision as was included in the original arrangement for the 
building, 
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1. EXPRESSES its appreciation to the Executive Board, and to its Standing 
Committee on Headquarters Accommodation, for the continuing surveillance of 
this undertaking; 

2. ACI£ЮWLEDGES with appreciation the action of those Member governments which 
have contributed to the building project and invites other Member governments to 

do likewise; 

3. DECIDES to revise operative paragraph I of resolution WHA13.46 by authorizing 
the construction of the building at a cost not exceeding Sw.fr. 60 000 000; 

4.. DECIDES furthermore that, subject to the total authorization Of funds for • the building rroject, provision for underground parking for vehicles should be made; 

5. REAFFIRMS its expressions of appreciation to the Government of the Swiss 
Confederation and of the Republic and Canton of Geneva for the generous assistance 

already provided toward the realization of the headquarters building; 

6. EXPRESSES its hope that the host government will find it possible to provide 

on an interest --free basis the remaining credits required; and 

7. REQUESTS the Executive Board and the Director- General to report further to 
the Seventeenth World Health Assembly, including a report on the definitive 
arrangements for the financing of the additional costs. 

The main difficulties in regard to the new headquarters building were of a 

financial nature. The Committee might find it useful to review the history of the 

submissions on the subject by the Director - General to the Executive Board and World 

Health Assemblies during the past five years; the relevant resolutions would be found 

on pages 353 to, 356 of the Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, sixth edition. 
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The first step towards the provision of a separate headquarters building had 

been taken in 1958 at the Eleventh World Health Assembly. In 1959 the first estimates 

had been submitted by the Director - General to the Twelfth World Health Assembly through 

the Executive Board, and the Health Assembly had (in resolution WHAl2.12) decided that 

plans and specifications and more precise cost estimates within a maximum limit of 

Sw.fr. 40 000 000 should be prepared. The Executive Board had subsequently approved 

the building site and the rules for an architectural competition which had opened in 

November 1959. In 1960 the Executive Board had been.informed by the Director - General 

of the loan offered by the Swiss Confederation and had set up a building committee - 

the Standing Committee on Headquarters Accommodation. The Thirteenth Health Assembly 

in 1960 had, in resolution WHA13.К6, authorized the construction of the building at 

a cost not exceeding Sw.fr. 40 000 000, also delegating certain powers to the Executive 

Board and its Standing Committee. Immediately after that the architect had been 

requested to proceed with drawing up the final plans of the building. In October 

1960 the Standing Committee had approved the procedure for letting contracts and 

the text of the agreement with the Swiss Confederation and Canton of Geneva regarding 

the loan and the building site. In December of that year the agreements had been 

signed, and in 1961 the plans for the building had been finally accepted. Numerous 

amendments had had to be made in order to iеер the cost within the Sw.fr. 40 000 000 

ceiling, including the elimination of one entire floor and of the underground car 

park. The first section of the work had been put out for bid in early autumn 1961 

and, as many present would recall, the foundation stone had been laid at the Fifteenth 

World Health Assembly in 1962. It was therefore five years since the Organization 

had entered on the scheme and although they had moved as expeditiously as possible, in 

view of the time required for the various negotiations and tendering, considerable delays 

had taken place during which building costs had risen considerably throughout Europe. 

The Organization had therefore been faced with problems of additional financing. 
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It was not practicable at the present stage to retrieve the floor which had 

been deleted from the original ;plan, but it was possible to maintain the good quality 

of construction and perhaps to retrieve the underground garage. The representative 

of the Executive Board had commented on that point and the Executive Board and its 

Ad Hoc Committee had dealt with it in their reports to the Assembly. 

In conclusion, it now appeared necessary, in accordance with the Director -General's 

recommendations, (i) to increase the maximum limit for construction costs from • Sw.fr. 40 000 000 to Sw.fr. бо 000 000; (ii) to provide an underground garage for 

some 300 cars; and (iii) to provide for negotiations with the Swiss authorities for 

additional interest -free loans, as mentioned in the last paragraph of the report of 

the Ad Нос Committee of the Executive Board. 

The CHAIRMAN declared the discussion open. 

Professor PESONEN (Finland) expressed thanks for the clear presentation of the 

problem in the documents before the Committee and in the statements that had been 

ade. He recalled that the Organization's original estimate of the cost of the building 

had been Sw.fr. 56 000 000, but the architect had calculated that its cost could be 

held within Sw.fr. 40 000 000. Before the proposals had been submitted to the Health 

Assembly, they had been revised to keep within the ceiling of Sw.fr. 40 000 000, by 

reducing the height of the building, cutting out one storey and the proposed undergrounё 

garage. In spite of those reductions, when estimates on th_, contracts were received 

there was an increase of 10 per cent, on the cost of the first part of the work, and 

subsequent continuing increases estimated at about 5 per cent, per annum were expected. 
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The Executive Board had considered a suggestion not to provide a special meeting room 

for the Board but since the saving thus incurred would be only Sw.fr. 2 000 000, they had 

wisely decided that such a reduction was not worth while.. He himself saw no possibility 

of reduction on the clan and only regretted that there would be insufficient space in the 

new building for all meetings and Assemblies to be held there. In particular, the area 

of the site made available seemed far too small; he wondered why the original area had 

been reduced, since, if it had not, an underground garage at an additional cost of about 

Sw.fr. 5 000 000 might not be necessary. 

In the circumstances, he thought that the conclusions of the Executive Board could 

only be supported; on the other hand he was doubtful whether the revised estimate of 

Sw.fr. 60 000 000 would be sufficient to meet the final cost. He referred to the letter 

received from the Canton of Geneva Department of Public Works reproduced on page 61 of 

Official Records No. 124 showing a total increase in building costs of about 20 er cent. 

during the _eriod 1958- -1962, including a 10 per cent, increase during the last year of 

that period (1961 -1962). If the cost continued to rise by 5 per cent, each year, the 

total increase before the building was completed in 1965 would be 14 per cent. 

With regard to the additional funds to be found, he pointed out that the budget 

estimates for 1963 and the revised budget estimates for 1964 provided about one quarter 

of the amount needed. 

He wished to take the opportunity of expressing thanks to the authorities of Geneva 

and the Swiss Federal Government for their generous assistance so far, and for the 

beautiful site they had made available. . 
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The Federal and Cantonal authorities, he understood, were studying the question of 

further help, for which the Organization was most grateful. He understood that WHO 

might soon be hearing from them about the possibility of further interest -free loans. 

Finally, some Members of the Organization had ,romised gifts towards the cost of 

the equipment of the building and he noted that the Director General in his report re- 

ferred to further interesting possibilities of furnishing offices and meeting rooms. 

H, hoped that other Members would follow the example that had been given. 

In view of the fact that many of the points he had raised were covered in the draft 

resolution in document Аl6 /AFL/WP /4, he supported its adoption. 

Mr НIJJI (Kuwait) thanked the Standing Committee of the Executive Board for the 

report included in Annex 15 of Official Records No. 124, which explained that delays had 

arisen as a result of which the work had fallen about three months behind schedule, but 

that new proposals had been submitted which would enable it to be finished by the pro - 

posed date. With regard to the underground garage, he noted that the area of the site 

originally proposed would have permitted surface parking at a considerable saving in cost. 

The site available for surface parking and hence the size of the underground garage would • of course depend on whether more land could be found. He noted also that at the end of 

the Director -General`s report it was stated that an additional Sw.fr. 20 000 000 would be 

necessary to complete the building, including the underground garage. Referring to the 

voluntary cash contributions received from governments (as listed in section 6 of the 

Standing Committee's report in Annex 15 of Official Records No. 124), he expressed the 

hope that delegations would encourage their governments to make more voluntary contribu- 

tions towards the cost of the building. As suggested in the Standing Committee's report, 

perhaps the Director General might make such a request to Member States. 
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Ho hoped that it would be possible to obtain a further interest -free loan to 

cover the probable future increase in construction costs, mentioned in the - appendix to 

the Standing Committee's report. 

Dr CASTILLO (Venezuela) stressed the importance of the matter and felt some concern 

on the difficult problem of the underground garage. Space should be provided for some 

400 vehicles but it had been -considered reasonable to take a figure of )00 cars as 

basis. In all countries urban planning showed an increasing trend to make provision 

for underground garages, possibly on account of the increasing cost of land. 

The Director - General in paragraph 4.1 of document Alb /AFL /12 had referred to 

increasing building costs in Geneva between 1959 and 1962. Similarly in Annex 15 of 

Official Records No. 124 there was a reference to building costs in Zurich which showed 

an increase considered to apply also to Geneva. In his opinion an underground garage 

was necessary; if it were not provided now the cost would no doubt be much greater 

when the work had to be undertaken later. It had been suggested that it might be 

possible to obtain more land from the Geneva authorities but he thought it would be 

unwise to be too optimistic on that score. 

For all those reasons he supported the draft resolution contained in document 

A16 /AFL/WP /4, including the authorization of additional funds and the provision for 

underground _parking facilities. 

Dr LISICYN (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said that, before making a general 

statement, he wished to ask the Secretary three questions. In the first place, had it 

not been possible to foresee in 1961 that the amount of Sw.fr. 40 000 000, decided uon 

at that time, might be inadequate. Secondly, were there any estimates, even approximate, 

of the total amount which would be required to complete the building by 1966 - since he 
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was doubtful whether Sw.fr. 60 000 000 was the final figure.; and, thirdly, if no 

underground garage were constructed, what would be the maximum number of cars which 

could by accommodated in the surface car park. 

The SECRETARY relied that, when the sum of Sw.fr. 4+0 000 000 had originally been 

authorized by the World Health Assembly, a sharp rise in costs had not been expected 

since, in the three preceding years, increase in costs in Switzerland has been only small, • and that fact had been taken into account in determining the figure of Sw.fr. 40 000 000. 

Regarding estimates of the total amount which would be required for the completion 

of the building by 1966, the report of the Ad Hoc Committee of the Executive Board 

(Al6 /AFL /12 Add.l) contained, on page 6, the latest available cost estimates as at 

30 Aril 1963. It would be seen from a comparison between those figures and the cost 

estimates submitted by the Director - General to the Standing Committee on Headquarters 

Accommodation in November 1962, that there had been, even in that period, variations 

which more than confirmed the predictions for which provision had been made when the 

estimates wore drawn up in November 1962. Those November figures had been brought up to • date, and presented to the Ad Hoc Committee, and were now before the World Health 

Assembly in document Al6 /AFL /12 Add.l. . 

Concerning the number of ears for which provision had to be made, cost estimates had 

been based on a figure of 600 vehicles, to be accommodated either in an underground or a 

surface car park, or in a combination of both. It was not possible to state categorically 

at that =Joint that there would be exactly 600 cars, for the amount of traffic was always 

increasing and every day more people were using cars. 600 was perhaps a conservative 

estimate. However, taking the figure of 600 vehicles as a basis, an analysis of the grour.: 

are_. available to WHO and of that on which the Palais des Nations stood had been made, 

giving comparative figures for those two areas, which had been chosen because of delegates' 
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familiarity with the latter. The Organization had available to it - and this would also 

answer the question raised by the delegate of Finland - approximately 60 700 sq.m. of land 

compared with 249 000 sq.m. for the Palais des Nations. The area of the building cf the 

Palais des Nations covered 18 600 sq.m., which represented 7.46 per cent, of the total 

ground area. Correspondingly, the WHO building would require 15.48 per cent. The space 

required for approximately 600 cars would be about 20 000 sq.m. If that figure were 

applied in the case of the Palais des Nations, it would represent approximately 6 -7 per cent . 

cf the total ground area and, if applied to the WHO land, it would require about3 per с�'nu. 

of the ground area. From those figures it was evident that, should WHO at some future da• 

need to extend its building, it would be unable to do so unless provision were made at that 

time for underground parking. Although, at a later date, additional underground parking 

would doubtless be required, provision should be made forthwith for at least some under- 

ground parking. 

Dr LISICYN (USSR) thanked the Secretary for the full answers he had given and said the-. - 

although his delegation appreciated that it was not always possible to foresee all contin 

genies when planning a building, he was not entirely satisfied by the Secretary's explana- 

tion. The Secretary had stated that, in 1961, it was not possible to foresee that the su_ 

needed to complete the building would exceed Sw.fr. 40 000 000 as at that time there had b• 
no marked increase in building costs. Nevertheless, some increase in the cost of living 

generally might perhaps have been envisaged, artícul.arly as the World Health Assembly 

itself had often referred to that question in the past, when discussing the increase in 

the budget. Delegates would recall that, in 1961, many of them had expressed some 

disquiet about the large sums, greatly needed for field work, which would be required for 

the building and had stated that its construction would call for ever- increasing funds. 

Those fears had proved to be well founded inasmuch as, in the space of only three years, tr 

estimated cost of construction had risen by one -third from Sw.fr. 40 000 900 to 

Sw.fr. 60 000 000. 
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Consequently, although the authorization of Sw.fr. 60 000,000 was acceptable 

to the USSR delegation, it was not convinced that that figure would in fact ultimately 

suffice in the light of events over the preceding three years. In that connexion, 

he would like to make certain proposals, some of which had already been touched upon 

during the discussions of the Executive Board. First, it would be appreciated if the 

Secretariat, together with the Standing Committee on Headquarters Accommodation and the 

other appropriate bodies, could draw up a more economic plan for the construction of 

the WHO headquarters building. Secondly, despite the Secretary's full explanation 

concerning the number of cars and the desirability of constructing an underground 

garage, he would like the proposal for such a garage to be abandoned in view of the 

cost involved. The estimated figure of vehicles given, namely 600, was somewhat 

surprising. Presumably, the Secretariat had based that estimate on the growing 

number of personnel who, it would seem, were expected, by 1965 or 1966, each to 

possess a car. That it was considered that the staff would increase to that extent 

was in itself a disturbing fact. Thirdly, the Secretariat should, as the delegate of 

Venezuela and other speakers had also suggested, continue their negotiations with the • Canton of Geneva with a view to acquiring more land so that surface parking could be 
provided for cars. Finally, the Committee should entrust the Standing Committee on 

Headquarters Accommodation and the Secretariat with the task of furnishing more 

detailed and exact provisions regarding the construction of a headquarters building. 

In that way, the World Health Assembly would be able to take into full account the 

exact sum needed to complete the building. 
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With the exception of paragraph (4) calling for the provision of an underground 

garage, with which he could not agree, the draft resolution was acceptable to his 

delegation. 

Professor AUJALEU (France) said that he would address the Committee not as 

Chairman of the Standing Committee on Headquarters Accommodation, in which capacity 

he could only speak before the Executive Board, but as chief of his delegation 

which would enable him to discuss frankly all the problems concerned. 

When the plans for the WHO building were being chosen, the local authorities 

had indicated that a long low building was desirable to harmonize with the Genevese 

countryside. Nevertheless, delegates would have noticed that, not far away, there 

was under construction an hotel which was in fact a very tall building. It was, 

however, now no longer possible to alter the shape of the building. The present 

discussion appeared to be centred around the sum of Sw.fr. 60 000 000. From no 

matter what angle the situation was viewed, the building, the design of which had been 

approved, was going to cost at least Sw.fr. 55 000 000. The increase in the cost 

of manual labour and building materials in Switzerland rendered any further discussion 

on the subject useless. 

There remained the question - the only valid one for discussion at the present 

stage in his opinion - of car parks. Originally it had been thought that the site 

to be provided to WHO would be large enough for the parking 
of from 500 to 600 vehicles. 

However, the area finally allotted to WHO was considerably smaller 
than had been 

expected; despite the fact that the Canton of Geneva had 
recently made some 

additional land available to the Organization, the total area was still considerably 

less than had been originally envisaged. The question therefore was whether a 
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building, destined to be the symbol of health throughout the world, should be erected 

along strictly functional lines, as if it were a factory, or whether the aesthetic 

aspects should also be considered. It was his opinion that the site should not be 

spoiled by converting it into a parking lot. If too many cars were to be parked 

outside the building, it would look very like a factory surrounded by vehicles. 

It was difficult to believe that a country which had conceived the splendid • perspectives of Leningrad could be insensible to the aesthetic aspect of a building, 

especially when that building was to be a symbol of health throughout the world. 

The sum concerned was Sw.fr. 5 000000. Should the Committee lay itself open to 

the criticisms ьf its successors by not providing for an underground garage? 

Although in the past the French delegation had nrt always expressed itself in 

favour of budgetary increases, in the particular instance before the Committee it 

was of the opinion that it would be a serious mistake to take too narrow a view and 

not provide for cars to be parked out of sight, especially since the number of cars 

would inevitably increase. • In view of inflation throughout Europe and particularly in Switzerland, it was 

not possible to reply to those who asked if the sum of Sw.fr. 60 000 000 could be 

considered as a final figure. In any event, no building could be erected in the 

certainty that it would be completed for the sum originally foreseen. 
Those who had 

built hospitals would agree that the final cost was generally much higher. 

He would support the draft resolution, with the exception however &f paragraph 
1, 

to which he naturally could not subscribe as, in it, was expressed the appreciation 

of the World Health Assembly to the Standing Committee, of which he was 
Chairman. 
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Dr ALAN (Turkey), after congratulating the Executive Board and its Standing 

Committee on the study they had made and thanking the Director -General and his 

colleagues for the careful attention which they had given to the matter, said that most 

of his opinions had been voiced by the previous speaker. A building had been 

started and had to be finished. From a recent experience when it had not been 

possible for the Assembly to meet in plenary session in a suitable room, it would seem 

that it was necessary to provide adequate accommodation for people as well as for cars. 

The Turkish delegation therefore supported the draft resolution before the Committee. 

Mr TAKIZAWA (Japan) asked how the proposed additional loan by the Swiss 

Government would be reflected in future budgets. 

Mr ROFFEY (United Kingdom) аid that, in the light of the documents before the 

Committee and of the statements made by the delegate of France and the Secretary, his 

delegation were of the opinion that underground parking should be provided and were 

prepared to support the draft resolution. 

Mr ZOIRAB (New Zealand) stated that his delegation would also give its support 

to the draft resolution, and in particular to paragraph 4 contained therein. 

Dr VA/NGGLI (Italy) said that he had listened with great interest to the 

statements made by the Secretary and by other speakers in the Committee. It was 

necessary to be realistic, to face the facts that costs had increased and to accept 

the detailed explanations that had been given regárding that increase. 

With regard to the draft resolution, reference was тадe in the fourth paragraph 

of the preamble to the economy which would arise as a result of the provision 
of 

underground parking. That was not fully clear in its intent, in his opinion, and he 
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would therefore suggest a minor amendment which would delete the reference to economy 

but would retain the recommendation for provision of underground garage space. 

Otherwise, the letter and the spirit of the resolution were entirely acceptable to his 

delegation. In particular, paragraph 1 of the draft resolution, expressing the World 

Health Assemblyts appreciation to the Executive Board and to the Standing Committee, 

should remain as the first paragraph, for Professor Aujalcu had confirmed how 

competently the Standing Committee had studied the whole matter. 

Mr BRADY (Ireland) said that the Committee had had the benefit both of a 

comprehensive presentation of the facts from the rostrum and of a statement by 

Professor Aujaleu which effuehively cuvel :ed the various aspects of the study. In any 

building project it was not possible to obtain a reliable estimate at the outset but 

only after tenders had been obtained and it was in the light of the tenders obtained 

and the statistical information at hand that the present proposals were before the 

Committee. As Professor Aujaleu had himself stated, they were only an informed 

'guess" but the Standing Committee and the Executive Board had been anxious to 
kFep the • Assembly abreast of the trends. 

Speaking as a member of the Standing Committee, he would follow the attitude of 

his chairman; speaking in his capacity as a member of the Irish delegation, he wished 

principally to clarify his vote. The Irish delegation considered that the draft 

resolution provided the best solution to the problem and that it constituted an 

appropriate decision for the Committee to take at the present stage. 
Although it was 

to be hoped that it would not in future be necessary to consider an 
increase in the 

budget of Sw.r. 60 000 000, nobody could provide such an assurance. 
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He joined the delegate of Finland in reaffirming his appreciation to the Swiss 

authorities and in expressing the hope that they would see their way to providing, 

on an interest -free basis, the remaining credit required. 

Mr de CONINCK (Belgium) said that at the time the various points with regard to 

the building were being discussed he had, as the Director -General would recall, 

pointed out that the cost of the building including underground parking space would 

not greatly exceed its cost excluding such garage space. 

Dr AL -WAHBI (Iraq) said that, although he fully agreed that there was an urgent 

need for a new headquarters building and that its design should be in keeping with the 

name and prestige of WHO, he was nevertheless a little worried about the considerable 

increases expected in the costs. It was of course necessary to be realistic and 

practical and, with that in mind, it would appear that the only substantial saving 

which could be made was in relation to the underground garage. Perhaps construction 

of such garages could be deferred and further consultations could be held with the 

architect with a view to making economies, possibly in the main part of the building 

itself. 

He referred briefly to his experience of such matters in his own country when, 

in co- operation with consultant architects drawn from many countries including the 

United States, the United Kingdom and Australia, they had been able to make economies 

without significantly affecting the building. In a similar manner, it might be 

possible for the Director -General, the Executive Board, the Standing Committee on 

Headquarters Accommodation and the architect to consult together for the 
purpose of 

securing economies. Professor Pesonen of Finland had spoken in more detail on the 

same subject. 
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Dr MUDALIAR (India) supported the draft resolution. It should be realized 

that the building was to meet the needs of the Organization for a long time to come 

and provision should therefore, in his opinion, be made for underground parking space 

at the present stage. It would be а false económy to postpone provision of 

underground parking space until a later date. For that reason, his delegation would 

give its full support to the resolution. The Standing Committee, the Director -General 

and the Executive Board would, he was sure, co- operate to ensure that the building was 

constructed in the most economic way consistent with the dignity and efficiency of the 

World Health Organization. 

Mr WHALEY (United States of America) said that his delegation would support the 

draft resolution in its entirety. 

The SECRETARY, replying to questions raised during earlier statements, said that 

a suggestion had been made regarding the desirability of providing accommodation in the 

new building for all WHO's conference requirements. In that connexion, it should be 

pointed out that it would not be possible to hold sessions of future health assemblies 

in the new building, since facilities of that magnitude could not be provided in the 

building as now planned. 

The delegate of the USSR had referred to cost estimates a number of times during 

the discussion and had mentioned the figures provided in 1961. The initial estimates 

made were set out in Official Records No. 95, containing the proceedings of the 

Twelfth World Health Assembly; in that volume it was reported that the Director -General 

had stated that, whilst the original estimate submitted to the Executive Board was 

Sw.fr. 35 000 000, certain increases in costs had takes place and there was a clear 

indication that the figure to be authorized by the Health Assembly should be 
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Sw.fr. 40 000 000. The Twelfth World Health Assembly had in fact given its 

authorization to that figure inlay 1959. The cost estimates as at 30 April 1963, 

to be found in the annex to the report of the Ad Hoc Committee of the Executive 

Board (А16 /AFL /12 /Аdd.l), not only made provision for increased costs up to 

30 April 1963 but also, at the foot of the table, set out the provision for increased 

costs at a rate of 5 per cent. per annum for the periods between 30 April 1963 and 

31 December 1963; 1 January 1964 and 31 December 1964; and 1 January 1965 and 

30 November 1965. That was probably the closest forecast which could be made 

regarding additional costs. 

The delegate of the USSR had also stated that he did not recall having seen 

the figure of 600 vehicles earlier. In paragraph 10 of the Director -General's 

report to the Executive Board in January 1963 (Part 2 of Annex 15 of Official Records 

No. 124), it was stated that "in the original project submitted by Ir Tschumi 

provision was included for underground parking for 439 of the total 600 vehicles 

foreseen ". From that it was clear that the figure of 600 had been used from the 

beginning. 

The delegate of Japan had asked what arrangements would be made to repay the 

loan of the Swiss Government. It could be assumed that arrangements for any 

additional loan would follow the lines of those for existing loans, namely, 

repayment by instalment. 

The delegate of Iraq should rest assured that the Director- General, the architect, 

the Standing Committee and a number of consulting engineers had all made considerable 

efforts to find ways of economizing throughout. Although only one or two had been 

mentioned a large number had in fact been made from time to time. It was a matter 
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which would in any event be kept uppermost in mind but it was unlikely that further 

economies could be made without jeopardizing the stгndard and quality of construction. 

Rash economies at the present stage would only result in heavy financial repercussions 

later when it сamе to maintenance and repair of the building. 

The CHAIRMAN asked if there were any objections to ending the discussion at that 

point. 

Dr ALAN (Turkey) wished the Committee to continue its discussion in order to 

finish the item at that meeting. 

Dr AL -WAHBI (Iraq) shared the view of the delegate of Turkey regarding the 

continuation of the discussion. In the light of the Secretary's statement, he 

withdrew his original objection to the provision of underground garages and said that 

he would agree to the draft resolution as it stood. 

The CHAIRMAN said that the Committee had before it the resolution contained in 

document A16 /AFL /\IP /4. An amendment to the fourth paragraph of the preamble had been 

proposed by the delegate of Italy on which, in accordance with Rule 65 of the Rules of 

Procedure, the Committee should proceed to vote. 

Dr VANNUGLI (Italy) explained that, as his amendment was of a minor drafting 

nature and if nobody wished to second it, he would withdraw it to save the time of the 

Committee. 

In reply to a question by the CHAIRMAN, Dr LISICУN (USSR) explained that, as 

paragraph 4 of the draft resolution called for the provision of underground parking, 
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he could not agree with it. He also asked that the resolution, which had only just 

been circulated to members of the Committee, should be read aloud before a vote was 

taken. 

Professor РESONEN (Finland) said that, on reflection, he was of the opinion that 

the Committee should not decide at that stage on the number of vehicles for which the 

underground garage should provide. He would therefore suggest that, in paragraph 4 

of the draft resolution, the words "about 300" should be deleted and that the appropriate • 
figure should be inserted by the Standing Committee at a later date. 

Dr BRAVO (Chile), Rapporteur, then read out the draft resolution in document 

А16/АFL/WР/4. 

Dr LISICYN (USSR) explained that his remarks with regard to paragraph 4 did not 

constitute a formal amendment. 

Mr FURLONGER (Australia) opposed the proposal of the delegate of Finland to 

delete the words "about 300" from paragraph 4 of the draft resolution. 

The SECRETARY pointed out that paragraph 4 provided that the amount of underground 

parking would be subject to the total authorization of funds for the building project. 

It would therefore seem that the deletion proposed by the delegate of Finland would 

not have any serious effect and it might be advisable to leave the paragraph as 

originally drafted. 

Professor PESONEN (Finland) withdrew his proposal, in the light of the 

Secretaryts explanation. 

• 
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The CHAIRMAN asked if the Committee were prepared to adopt the draft resolution 

as a whole, as originally drafted. 

Decision: There being no objections, the draft resolution 

contained in document Аl6 /Аи/`ьdР /4 was adopted. 

The meeting rose at 5.45 p.m. 


