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1. DRAFT SECOND REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON ADмINISТРATION, FINАNC AND,.,, 

LEGAL MATTERS (Document Al6 /АFL /19) 

The' CHAIRMAN said that, in accordance with Rule 52 of the Rules of Procedure 

of the Health AssemЫу.,_it was not necessary fár the. Rapporteur to read out document 

Alb /AFL /19, since it had been in the hands of delegates for more than twenty -four 

hours. 

Dr CAYLA (France) wished to propose a slight amendment to the resolution in 

section 5 (Malaria eradicatión'post&g'staips) Without re- opening the discussion. 

He thought it could be considered as a, correction in accordance with Rule 68 of the 

Rules of Procedure. Operative paragraph 2 cf that resolution expressed appreciation 

to the governments that had participated in the project, while operative paragraph 3 

merely thanked those governments that had offered donations either in stamps and 

other philatelic material or in cash. He considered it more appropriate for the 

words "Thanks those governments . . 
•" to be used in the case of paragraph 2 and 

«Expresses its аppreèiё.tiоn tó 'the 'góvérrïmcnts . ." in paragraph). 

The CHAIRMAN agreed that the proposed amendment did not alter the substance of 

the resolution, and was therefore acceptable. 

Decision: The amendment proposed by the delegate of France was adopted. 

The CHAIRMAN put the report (document Al6 /AFL /19) to the Committee section by 

section. 

Decision: ' The report was adopted,; with the amendment ,already approved to : 

section 5. . 
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2. STATUS OF COT,RCтION OF ANNUAL CONTRIBUTIONS AND OF ADVANCES TO THE WORKING 

CAPITAL FUND (continued): Item 3.8.2 of the Agenda (Resolution ЕВ51.R29; 

Documents`.Al6 /AFL /10 and A16 /AFL /20) 

The CHAIRMAN invited Mr Brady, as Chairman of the Working Party set up to 

consider the item, to introduce its report (document Alb /AFL /20). 

Mr BRADY (Ireland) said that it would be noted that the Working Party had found • it possible to arrive at an agreed conclusion on the rather difficult question under 
consideration. 

. 

The problem which the Working Party had been asked to investigate was a very 

important one in all the international organizations, although it had fortunately 

not hitherto been a very pressing problem for WHO. Article 7 of the Constitution 

stated: 

If a Member fails to meét its financial obligations to the Organization 
or in other exceptional circumstances, the Health Assembly may, on such 
conditions as it thinks proper, suspend the voting privileges and services 
to which a Member is entitled . . . 

In pursuance of that Article, the Eighth World Health Assembly had adopted • resolution WHA8.15 which, in addition to urging the prompt payment of contributions, 

resolved that: 

If a Member is in arrears in the payment of its financial contributions 
to the Organization in an amount which equals or exceeds the amount of the 

contributions due from it for the preceding two full years at the time of 
the opening of the World Health Assembly in any future year, the Assembly 
shall consider, in accordance with Article 7 of the Constitution, whether 
or not the right of vote of such a Member shall be suspended. 
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Singe there were now a number of Members (as shown in document Аl6 /AFL /10) that 

might come within the terms of resolution WHА8.13, the Committee had asked the 

Working Party to endeavour to clarify the position as to what action might be taken 

during the current year or what future procedures might be introduced. 

The Working Party had met on 13 and 15 May and had listened to interesting 

statements by the delegates of Bolivia and Guatemala on the position with regard 

to arrears in their countries' contributions. Delegations from the other countries 

affected by the terms of resolution WHА8.13 were not present at the current Assembly. 

The Working Party had had a very full discussion of the matter, and he was 

happy to report that it had been possible, with no dissentient voice, to put forward 

its report, with the draft resolution it contained. 

The draft resolution was divided into two parts: Part I dealt mainly with the 

exhortation to Members to continue to pay their contributions promptly. He considered 

it necessary to get the problem into correct perspective as fax as WHO was concerned. 

It was a tribute to the Director -General and his staff that contributions had been so 

promptly collected; but they, of course, could perform only one part of the operation, 

and the real tribute must go to the Member States, who, by and large, had paid so 

promptly, enabling it to be reported each year that the rate of contributions to WHO 

was among the highest of those paid to all the international organizations. That 

fact suggested that the Organization had proved itself to the satisfaction of Members, 

who regarded its work tó be of such importance that very few had failed to pay their 

contributions in reasonable time. The draft resolution noted that position with 
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satisfaction, and part I continued in terms similar to those of resolutions adopted 

in previous years, urging Members to pay their contributions regularly and promptly. 

Turning to part II of the draft resolution, he said that the Working Party 

had considered it necessary to improve the present procedure. Resulution WHА8.13 

provided an opportunity for each Health Assembly to consider the problem, but although 

it had come up each year, the Health Assembly had not so far seen fit to take action 

of a penal nature. Such action must naturally be approached with reluctance, 

but it must be borne in mind that any tendency to fall further into arrears would 

have dire effects on the Organization's finances. The health services of many 

Members depended to a considerable extent on the Organization's help, and it was 

therefore vital that contributions should be promptly obtained. While the 

position did not at present give any great cause for alarm, any possibility of 

an increased trend towards arrears in payment must be discouraged, and it was in 

the light of that objective that the proposed procedure had been put forward. 

During the Committee's discussions prior to the setting up of the Working 

Party, some observations had been made to the effect that some form of automatic 

forfeiture of vote should take place if a Member fell into arrears to the extent 

that would bring the terms of resolution WHA8.13 into operation. The Working 

Party had, however, considered that it would be premature to take such action, 

since the action that another type of organization might take in similar circum- 

stances did not necessarily commend itself to a health organization. Any 

humanitarian organization must take into account the value of participation 
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by all its Members in its assemblies. It had therefore been decided to 

recommend that voting rights should not be suspended at the present Health 

Assembly. 

No question of forfeiture of services had arisen in either the Working 

Party or the Committee. It was important to emphasize that, in a health 

organization, the services must continue to be available for the relief of 

suffering humanity. 

Paragraph 2 of part II of the draft resolution, if approved, would request 

the Executive Board to make specific recommendations, with the reasons for them, 

to the Health Assembly, with regard to any Members in arrears in the payment of 

contributions to an extent which would invoke the provisions of Article 7 of 

the Constitution. 

Paragraph 3 invited Members who might be affected by the terms of resolution 

WHA8.13 to submit to the Executive Board a statement of their intentions as to payment 

of their arrears. The intention of the Working Party had not been to have a 

merely automatic procedure whereby explanations would be forwarded to the Board 

without its taking action. It would be hoped that the Board would examine the 

matter and make an appropriate recommendation to the Health Assembly. It was 

necessary to seek to be fair to those Members in financial difficulties, but also to 

those who had been paying their contributions promptly and on whom the working of 

the Organization had depended. 

The report had been arrived at in a spirit of compromise in the Working 

Party, and he expressed the hope that it would be similarly received in the 

Committee. 
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Dr WEBB (Australia) considered that the report of the Working Party was not 

sufficiently strong. His country had always supported the principle that voting 

rights should be suspended in cases where contributions were two years or more in 

arrears, unless the reasons for non -payment were beyond the control of the Members 

concerned. When the matter had been discussed earlier in the Committee, his 

delegation had referred to the automatic suspension in force in other organizations, 

and he had been glad to note from the remarks of the Chairman of the Working Party 

that the procedure had been considered. 

The report did not go far enough, in that the draft resolution did not 

even name the countries that were in arrears. He would mention the analogy of 

a club, where, if the fee of a member was not paid, the facilities were no longer 

available to him. It was not the responsibility of the club to undertake prolonged 

negotiations; the defaulter merely ceased to be a member. Considerable time had 

elapsed since the Eighth World Health Assembly, and he wondered how long the 

question could go on being raised continually without any action being taken. 

He feared that a dangerous precedent might be set. He would like to hear the 

views of other delegates on the matter. 

Mr DE CONINCK (Belgium) paid tribute to the eloquent and complete introduction 

by the Chairman of the Working Party, and commended the Working Party on its efforts. 

He was, however, somewhat disappointed with the results obtained, and particularly 

with the draft resolution submitted. He feared that the Committee might be eluding 
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its responsibilities by passing on the burden to the Executive Board, which already 

had a number of problems to deal with. He realized, however, that a firmer decision 

might possibly be forthcoming from that quarter, enabling the provisions of Article 7 

of the Constitution and of resolution WНА8.13 to be applied. He supported the 

remarks of the delegate of Australia. 

Dr VANNUGLI (Italy) said that he had listened with great interest to the 

introduction of the report by the Chairman of the Working Party. The Committee 

was faced with a rather difficult problem, and he considered the conclusions arrived 

at by the Working Party to be in accordance with the spirit and the letter of the 

Constitution. Article 7 of the Constitution stated that ". . . the Health Assembly 

may . . . suspend the voting privileges . . . ", and the Article thus left complete 

freedom to the Assembly in making its decisions. 

With regard to the possibility of taking a firmer attitude than that proposed 

in the draft resolution, he considered that it was necessary to proceed by stages. 

Paragraph 3 of part II of the draft resolution invited Members in arrears to submit • 
to the Executive Board a statement of their intentions as to payment of their arrears. 

That would represent a small step forward, and would offer the possibility, at the 

Seventeenth World Health Assembly, of examining the question on the basis of the 

results obtained. His delegation was completely satisfied with the draft resolution 

except that, in its opinion, it would be preferable for operative paragraph 3 to refer 

to those Members which were in arrears for more than two years and thus came within 
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the terms of Article 7 of the Constitution. He would therefore propose the addition, 

after the words "INVITES Members which may, in future, be in arrears, . . . ", of the 

words "to an extent which would invoke the provisions of Article 7 of the Constitution ". 

Dr LAYTON (Canada) said that the problem was a delicate and somewhat embarrassing 

one for all concerned. His delegation shared the views of the delegates of Australia 

and Belgium, in feeling that the draft resolution was not as strong as was desirable. 

The draft resolution contained little that was new, the one change being that the 

problem would be referred back to the Executive Board. 

Ideas similar to that put forward in operative paragraph 3 of part II had been 

advanced on previous occasions. He was a little puzzled by the expression ". . . which 

may, in future, be in arrears . . . ", and asked whether those Members which were in 

arrears at present were not included. 

Members of the Committee had listened with great interest to the debate on the 

budget ceiling at the sixth meeting of the Committee on Programme and Budget, at which 

reference had been made to enjoying a repast and being unable to pay for it. The 

Director- General was almost being put in that embarrassing position by not being 

given the necessary financial support. Consideration should therefore be given 

both to applying the provisions of Article 7 of the Constitution at the present 

session, and to providing for some future action which would ensure that full support, . 

financial as well as moral, were given to the Director - General in carrying out the 

work of the Organization. 
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Dr CHATTY (Syria) was in sympathy with those delegates who considered that the 

draft resolution was not strong enough, but thought it would be unfortunate if the 

Organization were not to have the benefit of all its Members voting. The psychology 

of the Organization was based on the principle of Members assisting each other, and 

it was necessary therefore to help countries in arrears to meet their duties and 

responsibilities. Before taking any strong measures against the countries in 

arrears, an attempt should be made to discover what their problems were. He suggested • 
that the Director - General be asked to study their difficulties with them and report 

to the following sessions of the Executive Board and the Health Assembly, at which 

a resolution might be adopted that would enable those Members to remain in the 

Organization and to be helped to meet their own responsibilities. A new paragraph 

to that effect might be inserted in the draft resolution, after paragraph 3. 

Dr GARCIA PINEIRO (Argentina) said that his delegation fully appreciated that 

it was essential to the work of the Organization for Members to pay their contributions 

at the appropriate time. Many opinions had been expressed during the discussion and 

he congratulated the delegate of India on proposing the Working Party, which had 

produced an excellent report. However, the problem was a complicated one and his 

delegation rejected the idea that any country in arrears would create what might become 

a vicious circle. The countries in arrears were all developing States that were 

earnestly trying to solve their many economic and social problems -- including that of 

the payment of their contributions to international organizations. Since most of the 

countries under consideration were in the Americas, his delegation wished to emphasize 

the efforts they were making to settle their arrears. However, the development and 

other plans of such countries were liable to be disrupted by the adverse effect on 

their weak economies of sharp fluctuations in international economic conditions. 



A16 /AFL /Min /5 

page 11 

The decision of the United Nations to set up a development decade and its recent 

conference on scientific and technical aid to developing countries indicated that 

the United Nations fully realized that some countries were in the unfortunate 

position of needing both technical and financial assistance. Their ,position 

deserved sympathetic consideration and they should be given every support in their 

efforts to put their economies on a sound footing and to comply with their internat.onal 

obligations. • He would support the draft resolution proposed by the Working Party. 

Professor ABBASY (United Arab Republic) congratulated the Chairman, Vice -Chairman 

and Rapporteur on their election. He associated his delegation with the proposals 

made by the delegates of the Syrian Arab Republic and Italy, and informed the Committee 

that the contribution of his Government for 1962 had been transferred through the 

Central Bank of Egypt. 

Mr ZEUTHEN (Denmark) said that, while not being in disagreement with the views 

expressed by the delegate of Australia and others, his delegation considered that the • Committee should find it possib e to votd in favour of the resolution proposed by the 
Working Party, thus giving the Executive Board the opportunity of carefully scrutinizing 

the complex question and making a full and detailed report on which the Seventeenth 

World Health Assembly could act.' 

Dr AL -WAНBI (Iraq) said that the subject was a very complicated and thorny one, 

апс he would like to thank the Working Group for its report. With all due respect 

to the remarks made by the delegate of Australia, he could see no good comparison between 

the Organization and a club. WHO had to offer services and had done so in many 
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instances to non- Member States and territories. He had therefore been gratified to 

hear from the Chairman of the Working Party that any decision that might be taken 

would have no effect on services offered. He was, however, convinced that even the 

type of penal action that had been considered, namely, suspension of voting, would 

be injurious and a dangerous precedent. The wording of the resolution could perhaps 

be improved, as some delegates had suggested, but he was in full agreement with the 

spirit in which the Working Party had made its report, and with the contents of the 

resolution presented. 

The CHAIRMAN said that he would attempt to suggest an appropriate wording for 

the various amendments that had been proposed. 

The first concrete proposal was that of the delegate of Australia, who had pointed 

out that the names of countries in arrears for two or more years were not included in 

the draft resolution. He would suggest that the point might be dealt with by deleting 

the words ". . . a few Members . . .f1 in the first line of the second >>reambular 

paragraph of part II of the draft resolution, and inserting the names of those countries 

who were in arrears for two or more years, i.e. Bolivia, Guatemala, Haiti, Panama and 

Uruguay. 

The next proposal was that of the respresentative of Italy concerning operative 

paragraph 3 of part II. The addition of the words . . . to an extent which would 

invoke the provisions of Article 7 of the Constitution . . .'� was merely a question 

of clarification and semantics, and there should be no objection to it. 
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That amendment should also cover the point raised by the delegate 

of Canada concerning the use of the word "may" in the same paragraph. That 

word was used because it was not known which countries would be involved in 

the future. 

With regard to the proposal of the delegate of the Syrian Arab Republic, 

he would suggest that it might be dealt with by adding, at the end of 

operative paragraph 4, the words "and to report to the Executive Board on 

the matter ". In other words, the Director -General would be asked to communicate 

the resolution to any Member concerned and to submit any relevant material to 

the Executive Board. 

Dr CHATTY (Syrian Arab Republic) pointed out that his suggestion was 

not only to report to the Executive Board, but to study the difficulties with 

the authorities of the countries concerned and then to report. By studying 

the difficulties it might be possible to find a solution and come to an 

understanding, and it might also make it easier for the countries involved to 

meet their responsibilities. 

The CHAIRMAN said that the point could be met by adding a new paragraph 4, 

on the following lines: 

"4. REQUESTS the Director -General to study with the Member State 

concerned the difficulties of the countries in arrears, and report 

to the Executive Board or the Seventeenth World Health Assembly." 

The existing paragraph 4 would then become paragraph 5. 
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Dr BRAVO (Chile) stressed that one of the.aims of the Organization was 

universality. However, some of the arguments that had been put forward 

during the discussion, in particular those of the delegates of Australia, 

Belgium and Canada, had given him the impression that the Assembly was in danger 

of taking a step backwards, denying the principle of universality by imposing 

sanctions against certain Member States - countries which, for understandable 

reasons, had been unable to fulfil their financial obligations. 

No country liked to be in arrears: if some found themselves in that situation, 

it was because of circumstances beyond their control. It was the duty of delegates, 

as physicians and public health administrators, to study the problem with good- 

will, and to try to find the reasons for those arrears of payment. It would 

be both unreasonable and dangerous to try to apply the provisions of Article 7 

of the Constitution. At the moment, there were five Member States involved: 

in coming years, the number might well be considerably higher, and if the Assembly 

now established a precedent of withdrawing rights from Member States which had 

not paid their contributions, it might well be that it would soon find that it 

had started to tread a path of self -destruction, and that it had reached a point 

where only wealthy nations were Members. 

Accordingly, he fully supported the draft resolution now before the Committee 

and the suggested amendments, in particular, the amendment proposed by the delegate 

of Syria. 

Dr HAPPI (Cameroon) congratulated the Chairman on his election. 
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The problem under discussion was, of course, a very difficult one. He 

wondered whether those speakers who had objected to the lack of forcefulness 

in the draft resolution prepared by the Working Party would have expressed the 

same feeling if they had heard the points of view of the Member States that 

were in arrears with their contributions. 

Doubtless, widely differing opinions had been represented in the Working • Party, and the draft resolution was the result of thorough discussion. Indeed, 

the very fact that the subject had given rise to such extensive discussions 

seemed in itself to be a warning to countries who had not paid up their 

contributions. 

He fully supported the resolution and the proposed amendments. 

Dr LAYTON (Canada) felt that in operative paragraph 3 of part II of the 

resolution the phrase "invites Members which may, in future, be in arrears" 

was not clear. He suggested that, in order to make it clear that reference • was being made to any year, as the problem arose, the wording should be changed 

to read "invites Members which are in arrears ". 

Mr PERERA (Ceylon) did not wish to give a silent vote on such an important 

subject. Everyone was agreed that it was a most delicate matter, which had to 

be handled very carefully. Some points had been made to the effect that the 

report of the Working Party did not go far enough. ̀ In fact, the Chairman of 

the Working Party had been the first to stress the seriousness of the subject 

when it had been discussed earlier. It was, therefore, reasonable to suppose 
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that discussions in the Working Party, in particular statements made by two of 

the Member States concerned, had helped him and other delegates to realize the 

inexpediency of maintaining a tough attitude. 

The delegation of Ceylon could not subscribe to the view that, unless the 

tendency were halted, a vicious circle might arise and the finances of the 

Organization might reach a 'point of no return ". In fact, the number of Member 

States in question was only five - less than 5 per cent, of the total membership 

of the Organization. 

To continue the metaphor regarding the club, mentioned previously during the 

discussion, if the Assembly tried to be too strict it might eventually lose its 

ideal of universality (a danger which the delegate of Chile had so rightly stressed), 

and the Assembly might well be reduced to the status of an exclusive club. 

Dr KRAUS (Yugoslavia) congratulated the officers of the Committee on their 

election. 

He fully supported the draft resolution and the proposed amendments. He 

agreed that the resolution was not strong enough, but the aim had not been to 

adopt a strong resolution, but rather to present the question clearly both for the 

governments concerned and for the Organization, in the hope that the question 

would be solved to the satisfaction of all concerned. 

The CHAIRMAN thought the discussion had clarified the general feeling of 

the Committee. He read the draft resolution incorporating the amendments that 

had been proposed, so that the text was now as follows. 
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The Sixteenth World Health Assembly, 

I 

Having considered the report of the Director -General on the 
status of collection of contributions and of advances to the 
Working Capital Fund as at 30 April 1963, 

Noting with satisfaction that a large, number of Members have 
paid their annual contributions and advances to the Working Capital 
Fund, 

1. CALLS THE А'2ТENТION of Members to the importance of paying 
their contributions as early as possible in the Organization's 
financial year; 

2. REQUESTS Members which have not done so to provide in' their 

national budgets for regular payment to the World Health Organization 
of their annual contributions; and 

3. URGES Members to make special efforts to liquidate their arrears 
in the shortest possible time. 

II. 
Considering that the continued non -payment of arrears could 

make it necessary to abandon or curtail approved programmes of 

the Organization, 

Noting further with regret that the arrears of Bolivia, 
Guatemala, Haiti, Panama and Uruguay make it necessary for the 
Assembly to consider, in accordance with Article 7 of the 
Constitution and the provisions of paragraph 2 of resolution 

WHАó.13, whether or not their right to vote should be suspended at 
the Sixteenth World Health Assembly, 

1. DECIDES not to suspend the voting rights of the delegations 

concerned at the Sixteenth World Health Assembly; 

2. REQUESTS the Executive Board, at its sessions when the agenda 

of the World Health Assembly is prepared, to make specific 

recommendations with the reasons therefor, to the Health Assembly 

with regard to any Members in arrears in the payment of contributions 

to the Organization to an extent which would invoke the provisions 

of Article 7 of the Constitution; 
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3. INVITES Members which are in arrears to an extent which would 
invoke the provisions of Article 7 of the Constitution to submit 
to the Executive Board a statement of their intentions as to pay- 
ment of their arrears, so that the Health Assembly, when it considers 
the matter in accordance with the provisions of resolution WHA8.1з, 
will be able to make its decision on the basis of the statements 
of such Members and the recommendations of the Executive Board; 

4. REQUESTS the Director -General to study with the Member States 
concerned the difficulties of these countries and to report to 
the appropriate session of the Executive Board and the World Health 
Assembly; 

5. REQUESTS further the Director- General to communicate this 
resolution to the Members which may be concerned. 

Mr R0кL'EY (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland ) said that 

it was difficult to know just how strong a stand should be taken at the present 

stage. He supported the draft resolution and the proposed amendments, and 

congratulated the Working Party on its achievement. 

Dr LISICYN (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) thought that the lengthy 

discussion had shown the problem to be more complicated than might have been 

imagined. It was a difficult as well as a delicate problem. It was within 

the power of the Assembly to take action, to break the so- called "vicious circle ". 

In fact, the rapid increase of the budget, which had been discussed during the 

Assembly, was closely connected with the subject now under discussion, and was 

the basic cause of the trouble. 

His delegation agreed that a closer study should be made to discover the 

reasons for arrears in payment of contributions, and the Assembly should not 

immediately apply sanctions against the Member States concerned - in particular, 

the provisions contained in Article 7 of the Constitution. The problem was very 
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complex, and its several aspects should be studied far more thoroughly both by 

sessions of the Executive Board and the Assembly, and, in discussion with Member 

States and other competent organizations. That was all the more necessary since, 

as other speakers had said, the matter was fundamental to the Organization's work 

and to universality. 

Accordingly, he supported the draft resolution and the proposed amendments. 

Dr MUDALIAR (India) stressed the importance of realizing what would be the • commitment for the Assembly if the resolution, as amended, were adopted. Certainly 

no one was very happy that it should be necessary to adopt such a resolution, and 

the sympathies of all delegates were with the countries who had been unable to 

pay their contributions. 

The Working Party had invited the Member States concerned to sent represent- 

atives to discuss the subject, and it had been greatly appreciated that two of 

the countries had been represented at the meetings of the Working Party. 

Although Article 7 of the Constitution referred to the possible suspension 

of both voting privileges and services, no suggestion had been made for the • suspension of services, and the draft resolution now before the Committee referred 

only to voting rights. The Organization was interested in health on a global 

scale, and whole populations might well be harmed by the suspension of the 

Organization's services. 

It might be that, in some cases, a prompter method was needed in order to 

make the governments of the countries concerned realize how unfortunate it was that 

their representatives to the Assembly should have to hear criticism year after year. 
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He was rather perplexed about the arrears of payment, especially in view 

of some of the figures included in Appendix 2 of Official Records No. 125, 

giving the estimated contributions of governments to WHO- assisted projects in 

their countries. In general, the figures seemed to show that the governments 

concerned were paying very large sums as contributions to WHO- assisted projects 

in their countries. With regard to assessments, three of the Member States 

concerned were assessed at 0.04 per cent. (the minimum assessment), one at 0.05 per 

cent., and one at 0.10 per cent. It seemed, therefore, that perhaps it was not 

so much a question of availability of funds as a possible lack of co- ordination 

in national finances. 

The resolution had been proposed not in view of the small amounts of money 

involved, but in the hope of preventing the continuation of the tendency of Members 

to fall in arrears with contributions. The situation of another organization 

was already becoming precarious. 

The Assembly, whilst concerned with health and anxious to provide health 

facilities on a global scale, was also anxious that the Constitution should be 

respected by all Members. No country was being penalized as regards services, 

or prevented from attending the Assembly for not paying its dues. 

The Working Party had had to find a happy medium between two extremes: a 

strong negative regarding voting rights would not have been in the best interests 

of the Organization, but, on the other hand, some action had to be taken. The 

first step had already been made at the Eighth World Health Assembly, and eight years 

had passed without further action being taken. 
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It would seem logical to adopt the resolution with the proposed amendments, to 

provide an incentive to all Member States, not only to those who were in arrears with 

their contributions, to play their part. 

Mr NGUYEN VAN THIN' (Republic of Viet Nam) noted that the Member States in arrears 

with contributions were developing countries. If the Assembly decided to suspend 

voting rights it would not be taking into account the humanitarian side of the problem. • Serious thought should be given before suspending voting rights, which might well be 
a step backwards and detract from the universal character of the Organization. 

The United Nations had a similar problem, but there was a tendency to confusion, 

since, in the case of that organization, there were political reasons for the arrears 

of payment. The fact that Member States had not paid contributions to WHO, on the 

other hand, was due to lack of funds. 

At the moment, there were five countries involved. It was possible that in the 

coming years there would be as many as fifty. Did that mean that it would be necessary 

to suspend voting rights of fifty countries? Suspension of voting rights was not a 

suitable punishment to use to correct delinquents. It was the task of the Assembly 

not to suspend those rights, but to find means of making the countries concerned pay 

their contributions. 

Mr TAKIZAWA (Japan) thought that the report of the Working Party was not strong 

enough, but supported the resolution with the inclusion of the proposed amendments, 

which seemed to serve as a warning to the Member States concerned. 
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Mr de CONINCK (Belgium) had been impressed by the brilliant statement made by 

the delegate of India, and fully supported the resolution with the amendments proposed. 

Dr WEBS (Australia) did not want to leave the impression that his delegation was 

not sufficiently sympathetic towards the countries in difficulties. He had been 

impressed by the remarks made by the delegate of India. However, he would point out 

that there were, according to his calculation, thirty -seven States who were assessed 

at the minimum rate of contribution, and three of those States were amongst those 

who were in arrears. 

He would suggest that operative paragraph 3 of part I of the resolution should 

be amended to read "Urges those States concerned . . . ". 

He also proposed that operative paragraph 3 of part II of the resolution should 

be amended to include some mention of a specific time factor. 

Otherwise, he was prepared to accept the report with the proposed amendments. 

The CHAIRMAN thought that there would be no objection to the amendment to 

operative paragraph 3 of part I of the resolution as proposed by the delegate of 

Australia. Regarding the proposed amendment to operative paragraph 3 of part II 

of the resolution, however, he pointed out that it had been the intention of the 

Working Party that it should be a continuous operation, the Director -General having 

the task of ascertaining the situation prior to each session of the Executive Board 

and of reporting to the Board. 

Dr ALAN (Turkey) proposed that the debate be closed. 
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Dr CAYLA (France) suggested that the meeting be adjourned until copies of the 

amended draft resolution had been distributed. 

The CHAIRMAN considered that the proposed amendments were not so substantial as 

to necessitate the circulation of another document, and Dr CAYLA accordingly withdrew 

his proposal. 

The CHAIRMAN put to the vote the amendment proposed by the delegate of Syria 

(operative paragraph 4 in part II of the draft resolution). 

Decision: The amendment was approved. 

The СНАIRI4АN then put to the vote the resolution as amended. 

Decision: The draft resolution, as amended, was approved. 

Mr МеКIТТЕ IСК (United States of America), explaining his vote, said that for 

any other organizations (such as the United Nations and ILO) whose Constitutions • clearly provided for action in the case of arrears of contributions for two or more 
years, his Government believed that the constitutional provisions should not be diluted. 

He had supported the resolution because WHO's Constitution was different, allowing the 

Assembly discretion, and the Working Party had shown commendable tact in dealing with 

such a delicate matter. 

The meeting rose at 11.50 a.m. 


