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Interim Report by the Director-General 

This interim report is submitted in compliance with two requests made by 
the Fourteenth World Health Assembly. The first, contained in resolution 
WHA14.57, requested the Director—General to continue to give speedy assistance 
to all newly independent states who become members of WHO and to report on these 
matters to the twenty-eighth session of the Executive Board and to the Fifteenth 
World Health Assembly. The second, contained in resolution WHA14.58, requested 
the Dire сtor-General to make all possible efforts to provide assistance to 
Member States having newly attained independence and to co-operate with them in 
the training of local medical personnel, technically qualified to undertake the 
responsibility of combattag infectious and parasitic diseases and of improvirig 
national health services. 

1. Introduction 

WHO has been assisting newly independent states in Africa and elsewhere long 
before they acquired independence. This experience of the Organization has 
brought it into intimate day-to-day contact with these countries, assisting them 
in combating endemic disease and countering the ill effects of rapid urbanization 
while at the same time seeking constantly to decentralize health services from 
urban to rural areas. 

2. Continued assistance to newly Independent states 

2.1 Public Health Administration. National health planning is ari essential 
part of national dsvelopraant and WHO will continue to assist newly independent 
territories and their national health authorities with the planning of preventive 
and curative medical and health services. 
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Specificallyj the Organization is seeking ways and means of appointing wherever 
possible a public health adviser to assist national health aidaborities to develop plans 
for their health services on the following general lines. 

2.1.1 Surveys and Collection of Data. The first stage of such planning would consist 
in obtaining adequate information and possibly statistical data on health facilities, 
health personne needs and health knowledge available, as well as on the nature of the 
illnesses prevalent and the degree of their Incidence. Any existing hospitals would 
most likely provide the basic information on the nature and extent of the morbidity 
involved. 

2.1.2 Establishing Priorities> As a second stage, the selection of priorities 
based on ascertained facts would eventually involve the consideration of many variables, 
not the least of which is what the people themselves want. The problems will obviously 
have to be attacked in stages and the goals must inevitably be those that are within 
reasonable reach. Shortage of staff and of facilities will ioavitably at first., at 
least, slow down the rate of progress. 

2.1.3 Linking Health with Socio-economic Development, Health programmes cannot be 
developed successfully and flourish in the absence of socio-economic progress, for 
health improvement must be geared to social progress and economic development and with 
them constitutes an inseparable triad. Health cannot flourish in a socio-economic 
vacuum nor can socio-economic progress be achieved in the presence of wide-spread 
endemic disease, lack of health facilities and insanitary environment. Por these 
reasons, the action of the Organization must be linked with that of the United Nations 
specialized agencies and bilateral agencies, assisting the comtries concerned in the 
fields of industry, agriculture, education and the development of communications. 

2.1.4 Co-ordlnation• In view of the disproportion between the needs and the resources 
it is highly desirable that, whatever multilateral and bilateral assistance is rendered 
to these countries in the field of health should be co-ordinated by the Organization, 
not only with a view to avoiding duplication, but even more positively to ensure that 
their sura total, through proper co-ordination, results in a synergistic action with a 
far greater impact on the goals sought by all concerned. WHO assistance includes, 
therefore, advice to governments on the co-ordination of all activities in the public 
health field, irrespective of their financial source, international, bilateral, 
governmental or non-governmental. 



Annex 工 shows projects in operation or in the stage of active planning for 
impleraentaticm in 19б1 and 1962 and also projects in the stage of preliminary planning. 

2.2 Education and Training of Personnel 

2.2.1 To undertake public health responsibilities and to extent public health services 
to the whole population of the country, there is an urgent need of trained personnel. 
Another feature of WHO assistance in these countries is, therefore, the emphasis on 
providing facilities for the education and training of professional and auxiliary 
medical and health personnel of all categories. 

2.2.2 WHO Participation In Joint Education Activities. The World Health Organization 
is participating in joint activities of the United Nations and specialized agenolea ±a 
this direction. As a result of previous inter_secretarlai_o©etJj3es~"wiiere principles 
of inter-agency co-operation have been agreed upon, WHO has participated in "ttie tftilted 
Nations (ECA) and UNESCO Conference on Educational Needs in Africa, held Зл Addis 
Ababa, from 15 to 25 May 1961. In this connexion, WHO contributed a study on pre-
requisites In general education for specialized technical and vocational training, 
and another 011 education and training of health personnel in Africa, 1960-1970. 

2.2.3 Surveys in Education and Training. In view of the rapid changes in many newly 
independent countries and the scarcity of available-data, needed for-reasonable- planning 
of—training programmes, it has become necessary to assess the educational needs and 
potentialities of most of the. countries. A plan of study of the educational needs In 
some individual countries In the matter of training of health personnel has been 
prepared, and it is expected that consultants experienced in the subject will carry 
out the surveys in some 12 to 15 countries in Africa In the course of 1961- This 
should permit the selection of ways in which further steps may be taken in each of 
the countries. Furthermore, WHO is prepared to participate in joint inter-agency 
comprehensive pilot surveys on educational needs proposed by UNESCO whenever the other 
agencies are ready to start. 

2.2.4 Establishment of Schools. In two countries contemplating the establishment 
of their first medical schools (Morocco and Tunisia), WHO has provided, on their 
request, advice on the planning and establishment of these schools. 



2-2.5 Conference on the Training of Auxiliaries. In connexion with the forthcoming 
conference on the training of auxiliaries, Khartoum， December 1961, provision for 
participants from all newly independent ûoimtries in Africa is being made, which should 
be helpful in the planning and establishment of such training programmes in these 
countries. 

2.2.6 Fellowships. In i960, 112 fellowships have been awarded to the newly independent 
countries in Africa, in addition to the 67 fellowships under the special programme for 
the Congo (Léopoldville). In 196l, 116 are provided for, out of which 2) have been 
awarded up to 15 April 1961, and a further 30 are under negotiation. In 1962, 134 are 
provided in the regular budget and the Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance. 

2.2.7 Training. Training programmes currently under way in newly independent states 
include: training of sanitarians in Cambodia, Guinea, Laos, Morocco, Ghana, Malagasy-
Republic, Senegal and Viet Nam; schools for health assistants in Libya and Somalia; 
a School of hygiene in Nigeria and a School of Medicine In Cambodia. 

2.2.8 Nursing. Assistance in the field of nursing currently being given to newly 
indendent states includes: nursing education in Upper Volta, Sierra Leone, Ghana, 
Chad, Cameroun, Centrafricaine Republic, Dahomey, Malagasy Republic; nursing advisory-
services to Ghana, Togo and the Republic of the Congo (Brazzaville); training of 
nursing auxiliaries ±n the Republic of the Congo (Brazzaville); and the assignment 
of paediatric nurse tutors in Gabon and Nigeria to train national staff in the maternal 
and child health project and rural health project, respectively, 



PROJECTS IN OPERATION OR IN THE STAGE OF ACTIVE PLANNING FOR IMPLEMENTATION IN I96I AND 1962 
^ AND PROJECTS IN THE STAGE OP PRELIMINARY PLANNING 

rntry 

neroun 

itrafricaine 

ad 

ahomey 

abon 

Projects in Operation 

Leprosy 

Treponematoses Control 
Leprosy Control 

Treponematoses Control 
Leprosy Control 

丨public of the Congo 
Brazzaville) 

Treponematoses Control 
Leprosy Control 
Vaccination against 
Poliomyelitis 

Treponematoses Control 
Leprosy Control 

Projects in Active Planning 

Short-term consultant in 
Bilharziasis (fellowships 
included) 

Short-term consultant in Vital 
and Health Statistics 

Nursing Education (fellowships 
included) 

Projects in the Stage 
of Preliminary Planning 

Maternal and Child Welfare 

Maternal and Child Health 

Short-term consultant 
Diseases 

on Venereal Maternal and Child Health 
Bilharziasis Control 
Trachoma Control 
Environmental Sanitation 
Nursing Education 

Public Health Adviser to 
Ministry of Health 
Short-term consultant in 
Bilharziasis Control 
Short-term consultant in 
Environmental Sanitation 
(fellowship included) 

Short-term consultant in Vital 
and Health Statistics 

Environmental Sanitation 
Short-term consultant in Nursing 
Education 

Maternal and Child Health 

Short-term consultant in Mental 
——— Health 

Maternal and Child Health Assistance to the Institute of 
Hygiene 

Treponematoses Control 
Leprosy Control 

Maternal and Child Health 

Environmental Sanitation E
B
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iea Yaws Control 
Leprosy Control 
Maternal and Child Health 
Environmental Sanitation 

Projects in the stage 
of preliminary planning 

Public Health Laboratory 
Services 
Onchocerciasis Control 

cy Coast Treponematoses Control 
Leprosy Control (fellow-
ship included) 

Nutrition 
Short-term consultant in Mental 
Health and fellowships 

Public Health Adviser to 
Ministry of Health 

Vital and Health Statistics 
Health Education 
Environmental Sanitation 
Tuberculosis Control 

agasy Republic Community Water Supply 
(fellowship included) 

Tre ponemat oses Control 
Leprosy Control 
Maternal and Child Health 

Leprosy Control (fellowships 
included) 

Rural Health Development 
Health Education of the Public 
Environmental Sanitation 
Maternal and Child Health 
Services 
Short-term consultant in Nursing 
Advisory Services (fellowship 
included� 

Traininf jf Health Auxiliaries 
Short-term consultant in Public 
Health Administration 
(fellowships included) 

Short-term consultant on 
Tuberculosis 
Public Health Adviser and 
fellowships in Public Health 
Administration 

Smallpox Eradication 

•itania Maternal and Child Health 
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Treponematoses Control 
(fellowship included) 

Short-term consultant in 
Nutrition 

Tuberculosis Control 



Projects in the stage 
of preliminary planning 

ger 
ontinued) 

Leprosy Control 
Maternal and Child Health 

Public Health Adviser to 
Ministry of Health and one 
Statistician (fellowship 
included) 

Short-term consultan七 in Mental 
Health 

geria 

negal 

erra Leone 

Yaws Control 
Leprosy Control (fellow-
ships included) 

Assistance to School of 
Hygiene 

Rural Health Services 
(Eastern Region) (fellow-
ships included) 

Leprosy Control 
Maternal and Child Health 

Treponematoses Control 
Nursing Education 
Leprosy Control (fellow-
ships included) 

Assistance to Laboratories 
Assistance to Health 
Centres and Nursing Train-
ing Schools (fellowships 
included) 

ТВ Control and therapy in Ibadan 
Rural Health Services (Northern 
Region) 
Short-term consultant in Dental 
Health 
Short-term consultant in Maternal 
and Child Health (fellowships 
included) 

Rural Health Services (Western 
Region) 
Short-term consultant in 
Laboratory Services (Federal 
Government) 

Health Education of the Public 
(Federal Government) 

Health Education of the Public 
(fellowships included) 

Short-term consultant in 
Opthalmology 

Environmental Sanitation for 
Training School of Health 
Inspectors 

Tuberculosis Control 

Onchocerciasis Control 
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Treponematoses Control 
Public Health Adviser to 
Ministry of Health 

Leprosy Control 
Maternal and Child Health 

Projects in the stage 
of preliminary planning 

Leprosy Control 
Health Education of the Public 
(fellowship included) 

Short-term consultant in Vital 
and Health Statistics 
(fellowship included) 

Short-term consultant in РгяЬИс 
Health Laboratory (fellowship 
included) 

Maternal and Child Health 
Smallpox Eradication 
Bilharziasis Control 
Onchocerciasis Control 

Short-term consultant in Control 
of Cerebro-spinal Meningitis 

Public Health Adviser to 
Ministry of Health and 
Statistician 

Health Education (fellowship 
included) 

Nursing Education 

Smallpox Eradication 
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