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1. In accordance with resolution Ш А 1 0 Л 1 operative paragraph，，the 
Executive Board is requested to select a subject for Technical Discussions two 
years in advance. 

2, Up to date., the following subjects have been selected for Technical Discussions 
at previous Assemblies: 

WHA4 Education and training of medical and public health personnel 

WHA5 

WHA6 

WHA7 & 8 

WHA9 
WHA10 
WHA12 
職丄， 

WHA14 

Economic value of preventive medicine and methodology of health 
protection for local areas 

A study of methods of applying modern health techniques of a 
preventive and curative nature to give the most effective and 
economical results in a long-term programme in relation to the 
following communicable diseases: (a) tuberculosis, (b) syphilis 
and (c) the typhoid group of fevers 
Public Health problems in rural areas 
(a) Public health units 
(b) Environmental sanitation 
(c) Zoonoses 
Nurses: their education and their role in health programmes 
The role of the hospital in the public health programme 
Health education of the public 
The role of immunization in communicable disease control 
Recent advances in tuberculosis control 

1 Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, 5th ed” p. 202 
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5. The Executive Board, at its twenty-sixth session, in operative paragraph 2 
of resolution EB26.R81 decided that the subject to be discussed during the Fifteenth 
World Health Assembly should be "Mental health programmes in public health planning". 

4. The' Dir.ector-.Q.eneral submits to the Executive Board the following three 
suggestions for selection of the subject for the technical discussions to be held at 
the Sixteenth World Health Assembly, all of which are considered topical, of wide 
interest to Member States and of importance to the programme of the Organization: 

(1) Education and training of medical and auxiliary personnel 

Although this subject was discussed at the Fourth World Health Assembly in 
1951, it has lately acquired new significance. Many newly independent states, | 
particularly in Africa but also elsewhere lack fully-qualified technical staff in 
the medical and paramedical fields. This is impeding rapid progress in public health 
and curative medicine and for a long time to come much of the health services of 
these countries will have to be carried out by auxiliaries under differing degrees of 
supervision. It would, therefore, be both timely and useful to review the methods of 
training in relation toüie status of utilization of auxiliaries in medicine and nursing. 

(2) The role of the general practitioner in preventive medicine 

The general practitioner is in a position to help the health department in 
preventive, promotive as well as therapeutic health programmes. His constant touch 
with people, his influence over them, his opportunity to detect disease in its early 
stages, his excellent position to act as health educator, his notification of • 
communicable disease, which sets going the preventive public health machinery, are 
some of the considerations that motivate the suggestion of this topic as a fruitful 
one for technical discussion by the Assembly. 

� Health aspects of industrialization 

The rapid pace of economic progress which, in varying degrees is being achieved 
in the developing countries through industrialization together with the accompanying 
redistribution of the population, manifested in a general trend of accelerated migration 
from rural to urban areas, bring in their wake problems of health related to the creation 
of industries and also to the transformation of a predominantly rural society to an 
urban one. It is felt that these problems are of sufficient current importance to 
warrant a thorough review. 


