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1
#
 REPORT ON THE TWELFTH SESSION OF THE REGIONAL COMMITTEE FOR THE AMERICAS/ 

ХП MEETING OP THE DIRECTING COUNCIL OF РАНО s Item 4.2,1 of the Agenda 
(Document EB27/)) (continued) 

Dr MARTBIEZ MARCHETTI endorsed the remarks made by the Regional Director on 

the close relationship that existed between public health and social and economic 

development. It was important that progress should be parallel in all these 

spheres and care should be taken to plan future public health programmes with 

that consideration in mind. 

Dr NOVALES congratulated the Regional Director on his clear and comprehensive 

report• 

The vegetable mixture Incaparina was being well received throughout Central 

America, particularly in the rural areas, where its low cost was proving of 

advantage. As a beverage, it appealed to the population more than milk. 

His country was particularly appreciative of the help it was receiving from 

the Regional Office in the training of professional health personnel. 

Dr HORWITZ, Regional Director for the Americas, expressed his gratification 

at the general acknowledgement of the helpful contribution made by the regional 

office and field staff to health work and progress in the Region. 

The discussion that had just taken place showed, in his opinion, that the 

general policy followed had the approval of the governments
#
 and had provided 

guidance for planning future progress » 
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2. REPORT ON THE THIRTEENTH SESSION OP THE REGIONAL COMMITTEE FOR SOUTH-EAST 
ASIA s Item 4.乂1 of the Agenda (Document EB27/7) 

The CHAIRMAN invited the Regional Director to introduce the report. 

Dr MANI, Regional Director for South-East Asia, said he would comment on the 

report under a number of major headings, beginning with the discussion that had taken 

place in the Regional Committee on his annual report. 

One of the major problems to which he had drawn attention in that report was 

that, vdiereas mortality rates in general throughout the Region had declined, 

morbidity rates were still extremely high, owing largely to poor sanitary conditions 

and malnutrition• The situation was likely to persist for some years to come., 

since governments, despite goodwill, found it difficult to divert the necessary funds 

for the elimination of those conditions without endangering their general development 

programmes in industry and agriculture
 e 

With regard to BCG vaccine, concern had been expressed in the Regional Committee 

at the tendency for the liquid vaccine to lose potency in tropical conditions and 

he had been asked to urge the Director-General to do everything possible to expedite 

Ш0 approval of the freeze-dried vaccine. 

The Regional Committee was in favour of regional fellowships : out of the total 

of 95 fellowships awarded during the period under review, some 24 had been for study 

within the Region. 

The Regional Committee had passed a resolution on malaria eradication, urging 

governments to speed up legislative measures to ensure that adequate funds would be 

available for the programmes as and when required. Programmes had suffered in 

intensity in the past when the funds had not been forthcoming when required. 
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The ；Regional Committee had also requested him to institute pilot projects in 

the control of filaria^is and the typhoid group of diseases. 

As regards the discussion on the programme and budget estimates for 1962, he 

reported that the prcoedure for scrutiny by a sub-committee was working extremely 

well» The sub-committee
1

 s terms of reference were being extended from year to year. 

In i960, it had made a random sampling of some country projects and of projects 

jointly assisted by UNICEF and and had recommended that, in the future, projects 

in one given subject should also come up for special scrutiny in addition to the 

random sampling undertaken. The Committee had proposed the subject of education 

and training for such examination in 1961。 

The technical discussions had been on the subject of "Evaluation of training 

programmes for auxiliary health personnel in the region". The very detailed 

discussions had dealt particularly with the training of auxiliaries for work in 

nursing and midwifery, curative medicine and environmental sanitation. The 

advantages of multi-purpose an opposed to single-purpose auxiliaries had been 

examined, as well as the possibility of a career service, promotion and other 

considerations of the hind. The subject chosen for the technical discussions at 

the next session of the Regional Coromittee was "The role of the public health 

department in the improvement of nutriticn
r

. 

Among other resolutions of importance was that on food hygiene and food 

adulteration, both matters of grave consequence for the Region. In general, food 

was frequently adulterated a:ná existing legislation on the matter was not 

adequately enforced. The problem was primarily related to the low economic level 

in the Region^ which permitted easy gains through adulteration of food. 
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A discussion had taken place on the question of the appropriate body to 

evaluate internationally assisted projects; the conclusion had been that govern-

ments
 9
 being primarily concerned- should be responsible for evaluating their own 

programmes, leaving WHO to evaluate its share in those programmes if so desired. 

The Regional Director had been asked to give help to governments in the matter 

wherever requested. 

Lastly, he was happy to be able to report that the building for the new 

Regional Office was going ahead fast; the physical structure was nearing completion. 

The CHAIRMAN thanked Dr Mani for his inspiring report and invited comments on it. 

Dr BUTROV expressed satisfaction at the progress achj.eved by the Regional 

Office. It was particularly satisfactory to note that Ш0 and the countries of the 

Region were joining together in a common effort to solve the main health problems^ 

with emphasis on professional training and the control of communicable disease. 

The Board should be gratified, too, at the efforts to strengthen public health 

administration ard improve the well-being of the people 一 efforts that were the more 

noteworthy in that many countries of the Region had only recently emerged from 

colonialism• The record of achievement in India presented a good illustration of 

the progress that had been made. In the ten years since independence, the death 

rate in India had dropped from approximately 25 to 10 per thousand and infant 

mortality from 178 to 9〇，while at the same time the average expectation of life 

had increased from 32 to 44 years. Great progress had also been made in Indonesia, 

as was shown by the further statistics he cited. 
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He wished the Regional Director further success in the Region, and the 

strengthening of co-operation with the health administrations of countries both 

within and adjacent to the Region and with all Member States of WHO, 

Dr BAIDYA added his congratulations to the Regional Director. 

The public health problems in the Region were enormous; a great deal still 

remained to be done in nutrition and environmental sanitation and indeed in those 

respects the Region lagged behind most other areas of the world• Nevertheless, it 

was gratifying to note that the Regional Office was helping to strengthen health 

administrations, by providing fellowships and assisting in training programmes that 

would eventually enable the countries to fulfil WHO’s basic aim of improving the 

people's health. 

Dr SUVARNAKICH also congratulated the Regional Director on his report. He 

would like to draw attention to the inter-country programmes that were in operation» 

At the present time two assessment teams, on yaws and malaria, were at woric in 

Thailand. Their unbiased reports would undoubtedly prove most useful in enabling 

countries to correct deficiencies in their programmes in those two diseases. 

Dr HOURIHANE said that the picture the Regional Director had painted was a 

pessimistic one, but it was a realistic one, and should give the Board food for 

considerable thought. In the case of such diseases as filariasis and typhoid, 

one could only admire the courage of the Organization and the Regional Director in 

facing up to the immense difficulties involved. 
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Не had been encouraged to hear of the valuable work done by the Sub-Committee 

on Programme and Budget in scrutinizing the proposed programmes. He would like 

to know more about the adulteration of food in the Region, a matter that was of 

extreme importance for the people
1

s health. 

Dr MANI thanked the Board on behalf of the regional office staff for its 

commendation of the work done. 

Unfortunately no facts or figures were available witti regard to the extent of 

food adulteration; it could be said, however, that the matter was causing a 

considerable degree of concern. Legislation was not being particularly successful, 

largely because of the system of decentralized administration. It was unfortunate 

that the people themselves were not yet alive to the fact that they could do much 

to secure elimination of such practices by boycotting the products of offenders
 t 

The CHAIRMAN also wished to pay a tribute to the regional office staff, 

particularly as the Board was meeting for the first time at the regional headquarters 

and had an opportunity to see at close quarters the work being done. 

REPORT ON THE TENTH SESSIOti OP THE REGIONAL СОШГГТЕЕ FOR EUROPE: Item 
of the Agenda (Document EB27/5) 

The CHAIRMAN invited the Regional Director to introduce the report. 
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Dr van de CALSEYDE, Regional Director for Europe, reported that the Regional 

Committee had held its tenth session in Copenhagen in August i 9 6 0 . It had 

considered the Regional Director's annual report for i960 and the amendments introduced 

into the I 9 6 I programme and budget
#
 and had approved the 19б2 draft programme and 

budget estimates for transmission to the Director-General with a number of amendments• 

In particular, it had recommended that several projects should be deleted from the 

I96X and 1962 programmes in order to effect the necessary savings to allow of the 

introduction of Russian as a working language• The estimated amounts required for 

the purpose were $ 1 0 000 in I 9 6 I and $ 000 in 1962. 

The Regional Committee had drawn attention in its report to the difficulties 

experienced in recruiting and keeping secretarial staff for the Regional Office. 

In discussing the programme, some delegates had stressed the need for research 

on cancer, cardiovascular diseases and the perinatal period, and attention had been 

drawn to the value for that purpose of the education and training programme, in 

particular fellowships • 

Special attention had been given to questions of environmental sanitation, in 

particular air pollution. Praise had been forthcoming for the speed with which the 

Regional Office had given help to Morocco at the time of the two disasters in that 

country. The Regional Committee had come to the conclusion that WHO should make a 

general study of the public health problems vdiich emerged in the case of national 

calamities of the kind. 
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The Committee had subsequently considered matters arising out of decisions 

taken by the Thirteenth World Health Assembly and by the Executive Board at its 

twenty-fifth session. It had adopted a resolution inviting all countries of the 

Region to make annual voluntary contributions to the Malaria Eradication Special 

Account• At the same time, a number of representatives had taken a clear stand 

in favour of financing the operations under the Special Account from the regular 

budget• 

After considering a report on tuberculosis statistics in the Region, the 

Committee had adopted unanimously a resolution inviting the Regional Director to 

pursue his efforts to improve the comparability of tuberculosis statistics. 

On a proposal that «Russian should be adopted as a working language of the 

Regional Organization, the Committee had recommended adoption in principle and had 

advocated that Russian should be introduced in three stages: the first, in 1961, 

to provide translation of reports of symposia, seminars and conferences, within an 

amount of $ 10 000; the second, in 1962, to introduce the full use of the Russian 

language at Regional Committee meetings; and the third, in I965, to provide for 

Russian becoming a full working language• 

In the technical discussions, which had been on the subject of public health 

as a scientific discipline, considerable difficulty had been experienced with regard 

to definitions and terminology. The term "public health" had different connotations 

in different countries. Nevertheless, whether public health was regarded as an art, 

or a science, or a combination of both, participants had been unanimous in 
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considering that the objectives of public health workers were always the same - the 

prevention of sickness, the promotion of health and the treatment of disease. 

Cancer as a public health problem was the subject chosen for the technical discussions 

in I 9 6 I . 

It had been decided that the eleventh session of the Regional Committee should 

be held in Luxembourg in I96I, and an invitation from the Polish Government to hold 

the twelfth session in Warsaw in 1962 had been accepted. 

In his annual report, as submitted to the Regional Committee, he had drawn 

particular attention to the following points• 

First, careful attention had been given in the Region to the balance between 

various types of activity, both as between country and inter-country programmes 

and old and new projects. The development of pioneering activities was reflected 

in the opening of two new sections in the Regional Office, one concerned with 

epidemiology and health statistics and the other with chronic diseases and geriatrics• 

The unit concerned with corranunicable diseases had been temporarily discontinued and 

work in that field was to be dealt with directly by a public health administrator, 

aided by specialist consultants. 

Secondly, particular emphasis had been placed on co-operation with the various 

specialized agencies, and a number of joint activities had been organized
#
 That 

action was in line with views expressed at recent sessions of the United Nations 

General Assembly and the Economic and Social Council. 
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Thirdly, in the period under review, planning for Technical Assistance 

programmes had for the first time covered a two-year period, namely, 19б1 and 1962. 

The number of countries in the Region eligible for Technical Assistance had risen 

to eight. That reflected the world-wide increase in the number of eligible 

countries, although there had been no corresponding increase in resources. 

Fourthly, éducation and training activities had continued to occupy an 

important place in the work of the Regional Office. The number of fellowships 

administered by the Office had remained high, a special feature of the work being 

the large number of fellows v4io had received instruction at special courses sponsored 

or assisted by WHO, In I960, twenty-four courses had been planned, compared with 

twelve held in 1959- Europe had continued to be the most important training centre 

for fellows from other regions• A description in some detail had been given of 

the course in medical services administration which was held in Edinburgh; the 

course had proved a great stimulus to the development of medical administration, 

not only in the United Kingdom but in Europe as a whole. 

Fifthly, special mention had been made of the travelling seminar on public 

health administrât ion in the USSR and of the facilities offered in the rural public 

health training and demonstration areas in Uusimaa (Finland) and Soissons (France). 

Special post-graduate training facilities in maternal and child health had been 

organized in Poland. In nursing, emphasis had been placed on administrative and 

educational matters. Particular importance was attached to environmental 

sanitation, especially in regard to drinking-water supplies and problems of air and 
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and water pollution. The new section on epidemiology and health statistics had 

given help in many other programmes, particularly in studies of chronic diseases 

such as hypertension, heart diseases and cancer, and also in tuberculosis• In 

Czechoslovakia assistance was being given to an extensive programme of tuberculosis 

control• 

Sixthly, it had been reported that the premises formerly occupied by the 

Tuberculosis Research Office had now been taken over Ъу the Regional Office but 

in view of the future extension of the Office's work, further accommodation might 

soon be required• Discussions had already taken place with the Danish Government 

on the possibility of acquiring new premises. 

Seventhly, attention had again been drawn to the difficulty of recruiting 

suitable secretarial staff. Mention had also been made of the practice of 

appointing short-term consultants wherever possible, bearing in mind recruitment 

on the broadest possible geographical basis. 

In closing, he mentioned that the secretarial situation had considerably 

improved recently, as a result of measures taken at headquarters, and it was hoped 

that the Regional Office would now be able to recruit and keep the type of 

secretarial help it required. 

Professor AUJALEU congratulated the Regional Director on the work in the 

European Region» There had been some difficulties in the past year, particularly 

as regards fellowships, but they had not been due to the Regional Director or his 

administration. 

He would like to know what had already been done as regards the use of the 

Russian language in the Regional Organization, and how it was envisaged that the 

$ 10 000 for that purpose which had been found by cuts in the I96I budget would be used. 
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His next comment related to the two catastrophes；, which had overtaken Morocco. 

The Regional Office had reacted remarkably speedily to improvise help on those 

occasions. However, he felt that it might not always be possible to improvise 

satisfactorily in similar cases and wondered whether WHO ought not to study the 

general principles on which such aid should be given, in order that plans established 

in their broad lines in advance might be put into operation with the minimum delay. 

Such a study might better be undertaken by headquarters rather than one of the regions. 

Dr BUTROV thanked the Regional Director for his detailed report on. the effective 

work being done by the Regional Office. He had been gratified to learn that an 

inorôàsing number of fellows were attending seminars and that the number of seminars 

was growing. 

He welcomed the establishment of a new section for epidemiology and health 

statistics. 

The Regional Office was rightly concentrating on furthering co-operation 

between Member countries, which was bound to enhance WHO
 1

 s prestige. The Regional 

Committee
1

 s constructive step in unanimously adopting a resolution on the use of 

Russian as a third working language had been applauded in the medical circles of 

many countries. However, some countries in the Region were dissatisfied by the 

fact that few experienced health workers from Eastern Europe had been recruited for 

the staff of the Regional Office. He hoped that the Regional Director would act 

on thé wishes expressed in that regard during the last session of the Regional 

Cornmittee and. that the situation would improve in the near future. 
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Dr BUCHANAN congratulated the Regional Director on the work accomplished and 

the varied programme devised, which would undoubtedly do much to help Member 

countries. He only wished to mention that when some economies had been suggested 

at the Board
1

 s previous session it had been envisaged that the sums released would 

become available for increased expenditure under certain other items of the budget 

not linked with the use of the Russian language - an entirely separate matter, with 

•which he had every sympathy. 

Dr HOURIHANE thanked the Regional Director for his interesting presentation of 

the report. Perhaps his view would not be shared, but he felt it worth questioning 

the practice of the Regional Committee in meeting so often away from headquarters. 

Surely it would be desirable to emulate other regional committees which he believed 

made it a rule to meet at headquarters at least every other year. 

The CHAIRMAN welcomed Professor Aujaleu's suggestion that the headquarters 

Secretariat should study ways and means of giving assistance to countries afflicted 

by sudden emergencies or natural catastrophes. Perhaps such a study could be 

submitted to the Executive Board at its next session. 

Dr van de CALSEYDE said in reply to the question put by Professor Aujaleu that 

the purpose of the Regional Committee's cut of $ 10 000 in the Region's programme 

had been to finance the use of the Russian language in 19б1. The economies that 

Dr Buchanan had in mind had been suggested in quite a different context. As the 

Director-General could not take any action on the use of the Russian language until 

the Health Assembly had taken a decision, the figure of $ 10 000 did not appear in 

the proposed programme and budget estimates. 
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Referring to the matter raised by Dr Butrov, he said that he could only 

repeat the assurance he had given-in the Regional Committee that the principle of 

equitable geographical distribution would be observed as far as possible in the 

recruitment of staff. 

The possibility mentioned by Dr Hourihane had been discussed by the Regional 

Committee, but no decision had hitherto been taken on the subject. 

Professor AUJALEU said that he was not altogether satisfied by the Regional 

Director's reply. Surely the Regional Committee had decided to curtail certain 

useful activities in the Region for the specific purpose of making funds available 

for the use of Russian. That intention must be borne in mind, though of course 

he was fully aware that the final decision must lie with the Health Assembly itself 

He agreed with Dr Hourihane that the Regional Committee ought not to meet away 

from headquarters too often and felt that it should adopt a rule only to do so 

every other year. A proposal to that effect should be introduced at a suitable 

moment; it would have been embarrassing to do so at the last session when an 

invitation from the Polish Government had already been received. 
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The DIRECTOR-GENERAL felt obliged to comment on the first point raised by 

Professor Aujaleu, because it should be clearly understood that there was nothing 

sacrosanct about the totals allocated to each region, as presented to the Assembly 

in his proposed budget. There was no such thing as a regional budget and it would 

not be at all extraordinary if the sum of $ 10 000 economised in the programme for 

the European Region were to be utilized elsewhere. At the Board's previous 

session ,he had indicated that endorsement of the Regional Committee
 f

s decision 

concerning the use of Russian would have budgetary implications for a number of 

years and it would have been impossible to take any decision regarding 196l before 

knowing what the Health Assembly's decision would be for the following years. If 

the Health Assembly approved the Regional Committee
 1

s decision, the necessary 

adjustments would have to be made, probably to the maximum level recommended by the 

Committee, and he would do everything possible to implement the Assembly's action. 

He had been prompted to make those remarks in order to dispel any impression that 

the budget was rigid and that changes could not be made within a single appropriation 

section. 

Professor AUJALEU observed that the Director-General could hardly have made 

any other statement in view of the fact that the Health Assembly was sovereign in 

such matters and since there were no separate regional budgets
#
 However, perhaps 

it was advisable to sound a warning that if a regional committee decided to make 

economies in its programme for a specific purpose and its intention was not 

realised, such economies might not be proposed again. 

The CHAIRMAN thanked the Regional Director for his report• 
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¿к REPORT ON THE TENTH SESSION OF THE REGIONAL COMMITTEE FOR THE EASTERN 

MEDITERRANEAN: Item 4.5.1 of the Agenda (Document EB27/6) 

Dr TABA, Regional Director for the Eastern Mediterranean, presenting the 

Regional Committee's report on its tenth session, said that Sub-Committee "A" had 

been attended by fourteen States and Sub-Committee "B" by five. The United 

Kingdom had asked to participate in both sub-committees, but unfortunately through 

an oversight had not been notified of the time and place of Sub-Committee "B" and 

so had been unable to send a representative to its session. 

The report (document EB27/6) was a consolidated one containing the decisions 

of both sub-committees: those decisions had been in substance the same. Both 

had studied the Regional Director's report in detail and had emphasized certain 

features in it as being of special importance both to the Region and to Ш0, As 

a growing number of countries were initiating long-term plans for the establishment 

or expansion of health servicés, greater emphasis was now being pláced by most 

countries on the integration of such services. Members of the Regional Committee 

had been at pains to stress the continuing need for assistance in education and 

training and had endorsed all his proposals in that regard. As the Executive 

Board knew, the Regional Office was already giving considerable help in educational 

projects at all levels. 
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The Committee had welcomed the important place jhe had assigned to inter-

country programmes
 # 

Much attention had been given to problems connected with communicable diseases 

and the eradication of malaria and smallpox. Malaria eradication had now been 

accepted as the objective throughout the Region and all countries had launched a 

programme to that end or were in the preliminary stages of doing so. Regrettably, 

smallpox still existed in some of the countries of the Region and the need for 

stricter control and possibly additional legislation had been brought out during 

the discussions. The Regional Office had been asked to continue its help in the 

production of thermostable vaccines. 

During the discussion on other communicable diseases, emphasis had been placed 

on the need for more research, particularly on bilharziasis, tuberculosis and 

trachoma. The problem of nomadism, having an important bearing on the incidence 

of communicable diseases, had been fully discussed, as had such new fields of interest 

to WHO as community water supplies,, housing
д
 and radiation hazards to health. 

He had been requested to extend the programme in mental health, which, with 

the rapid development and industrialization of the Region, was acquiring much 

greater prominence. 

The programme he had proposed had been approved by both sub-committees
3
 each 

of which had established a sub-division on programme, composed of the sub-committee 

as a whole, for the exhaustive examination of his proposals. They had also 
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approved the supplementary programme for Cyprus and Somalia. Both sub-divisions 

had taken the opportunity to congratulate the two countries on their attainment of 

independence and to welcome them, as also Kuwait, to the sessions of the Regional 

Committee
# 

Certain technical papers, notably on malaria eradication, mental health, 

kala-azar and the role of public health in the disposal of radioactive waste had 

also been discussed. A summary of the technical discussion on tuberculosis control 

would be found in Annex V of the report. The Committee had chosen poliomyelitis 

as the topic for technical discussions in I96I and "Solar radiation and its 

related heat effect on the human organism" in 1962. 

In conclusion, he wished to take the opportunity of thanking the Government 

of Tunisia for its invitation to hold the last session in that country and for the 

excellent facilities it had provided. 

Dr NABULSI thanked the Regional Director for his detailed report and 

expressed special interest in his reference to the discussions in the Regional 

Committee on tuberculosis, He was convinced that domiciliary chemotherapy would 

greatly help in the control of the disease. The Region owed a debt of gratitude 

to the Regional Office for its assistance in the various malaria eradication 
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programmes, the financing of which was to be discussed by the Health Assembly 

itself. 

Dr MORSHED congratulated the Regional Director on his report on the progress 

achieved. In his own country he had witnessed considerable advances during ths 

past two years in the expansion and improvement of health services, for which 

the Regional Office had given valuable support. HÉ had been gratified to hear 

that more attention was being paid to education and considered that the provision 

of fellowships was of great value. 

In conclusion, he observed that the eradication of malaria would, in certain 

areas, automatically remove the problems caused by nomadism. 

Dr BUTROV said that he had studied the Regional Committee ' s r eporb with keen 

interest and felt that it was to be congratulated on the work being done« He was 

anxious to draw special attention to the effect of ionizing radiation on health, 

which had been the subject of resolutions WHA1J.56, EB25.R6) and EM/RC9/IU8, In 

that connexion Member States had been urged to organize special departments of 

public health for protection against such hazards， and the Regional Director had 

been requested to assist governments by supplying expert advice. Sub-Committee "A" 

had devoted a considerable part of its discussions to the problem of radiation 

hazards and in its resolution EM/RC10A/R.15 had deplored the continuation of atomic 

explosions in the Sahara, reiterating the condemnation expressed in its previous 
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resolution Serious attention should be given to that important 

matter, both by the Executive Board and the Health Assembly• 

Professor AUJALEU said that the French delegate to the Health Assembly would 

probably wish to reply to the foregoing observations since that could not be done 

in the Board, and might express surprise that a national of a country which had 

exploded far more atomic bombs should reproach others for what they were doing on 

a much smaller scale. 

Dr BUTROV asked if he had understood rightly that Professor Aujaleu was 

speaking not as a representative of his country but as a member of the Executive 

Board. 

Professor AUJALEU said that for anyone familiar with the French language there 

could have, been no ambiguity in his remarks. 

Dr TABA on behalf of his staff and himself thanked members for their 

appreciative remarks and their observations, of which he would take note. 

The CHAIRMAN announced that the Board would have to postpone consideration of 

item 4.6 until the following day, as the Regional Director for the Western Pacific 

had not yet arrived. (See minutes of the fourth meeting, section 2.) 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL recalled^ for the benefit of those who were attending the 

Executive Board for the first time, that a general resolution was adopted covering 

the reports of the regional committees, after they had all been examined. 
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5 . DEVELOPMENTS IN ACTIVITIES ASSISTED JOINTLY WITH UNICEF: the 
Agenda (Document EB27/l2) 

Dr KAUL, Assistant Director-General, introducing the Director-General
T

 s report 

on developments in activities assisted jointly with UNICEF, said that in i960 the 

UNICEF Executive Board had held only one session (in March) and the resulting 

recommendations had already been brought to the attention of the Health Assembly. 

The present report recorded certain subsequent developments. It would be noted 

that UNICEF
1

 s Programme Committee would continue to meet twice a year. Its 

December meeting had not been held until early in January I96I so the final report 

was not yet available, though WHO had been apprised informally of the decisions 

reached. 

The UNICKP/WHO Joint Committee on Health Policy had also not met in i960 

because., the Executive Board having decided to meet only once a year, there had 

not been enough items for discussion by the Joint Committee, its previous session 

having been held in December 1959. It was anticipated that the Joint Committee 

would hold a session in May 1961. Members would note from the report that the 

UNICEF Executive Board had decided to conduct a survey of children
1

 s needs, for the 

purpose of reorientating programmes in the future. WHO would be assisting in that 

study by providing information on the health needs of mothers and children,. 

At its previous session the Joint Committee had decided to ask for a review 

of training programmes connected with jointly assisted maternal and child health 

projects and for that purpose WHO'S headquarters and regional office staff, 

together with special consultants, would be carrying out a study. 

No specific action by the Executive Board was required on the report under 

consideration. 
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The CHAIRMAN submitted the following draft resolution for consideration by the 

Boards 

The Executive Board, 

Having considered the report of the Director-General on the developments 
in activities jointly assisted by UNICEF and Ш0， 

1. NOTES the report of the Director-General; 

2. REITERATES the desirability of considering the health needs of mothers 
and children as inseparable from those of the family and community as a whole; 
and 

EXPRESSES its appreciation of the continuing close and effective 
collaboration between the two organizations. 

Decision: The draft resolution was adopted (see resolution EB27.Rl). 

6. REPORT ON MEETING OF THE COMMITTEE ON INTERNATIONAL QUARANTINE: Item 2.4 of 
the Agenda (Document EB27/8)

1 

Dr KAUL
5
 Assistant Director-General, submitted to the Executive Board the 

eighth report of the Committee on International Q u a r a n t i n e i n accordance with 

Article 7, paragraph 5, of the Committee
 f

s Regulations. Members would be aware 

that under the provisions of Article 13 of the International Sanitary Regulations 

each- State was required to send an annual report to the Director-General giving 

information concerning the occurrence of any case of a quarantinable disease due to 

or carried by international traffic, and also on the action taken under the 

Regulations or having a bearing on their application. Sixty-two reports had been 

received in time for consideration by the Committee in October i960 as compared 

with 69 in the previous year. 

1

 Published as Annex 1 to Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org. 110 
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The Director-General
1

 s annual report, prepared in pursuance of Article 13 on 

the functioning of the Régulations and their effect on international traffic, had 

been considered by the Committee, whose major recommendations thereon would be 

found in paragraph 6 of the Committee
1

s eighth report. 

The Director-General was pleased to report that, with only one exception, 

the amendments to Article 97 of the Regulations^ dealing with the Aircraft General 

Declaration - that part which contained the health information specified in 

Appendix 6 - had been accepted by all States and territories already bound by the 

Regulations. Under its constitutional requirements, the Federal Republic of 

Germany had not been able to accept the amendments within the time-limits established 

However, the health administration of that country had informed the D ire с tor-General 

that, notwithstanding the absence of formal action by its Parliament, airport 

health officers had been requested to accept as from 1 January 1961 the amended 

form of the. health part of the Aircraft General Declaration. No formal action by 

the Board was required on that matter. 

The Committee had taken note of the important new developments in aircraft 

disinsection during its consideration of the eleventh report of the Expert Committee 

on Insecticides. Members of the Executive Board might know that the present 

method of disinsection by means of aerosol bombs was not very satisfactory and VJHO 

had encouraged research to improve upon it. Once the toxicological experiments 

had been completed to determine that there were no long-term health hazards involved 

in carrying out disinsection in the air, the findings would be examined by the 

Expert Committee on Insecticides. 
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The Committee on International Quarantine had taken note of the fact that 

during the past year smallpox had been brought into seven countries and twice in 

six months into one country, with secondary cases occurring in five. 

The Committee's report was usually tramsmitted. to the Health Assembly and the 

Executive Board might wish once again to follow that procedure. 

The CHAIRMAN submitted the following draft resolution for the Board's 

consideration: 

The Executive Board 

1. NOTES the eighth report of the Committee on International Quarantine; 

2. THANKS the members of the Committee for their work; and 

3 . TRANSMITS the report to the Fourteenth World Health Assembly for its 
consideration• 

Decision: The draft resolution was adopted (see resolution EB27.R2)• 

7. REPORT ON APPOINTMENTS TO EXPERT ADVISORY PANELS AND COMMITTEES: Item 2.5 
of the Agenda (Document EB27/l4) 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL submitted to the Board a list (document EB27/l^) as of 

15 December of the changes which had taken place in the membership of the expert 

advisory panels since the twenty-sixth session, in accordance with paragraph 4.1 

of the Regulations for Expert Advisory Panels and Committees. 

The CHAIRMAN sutHnitted the following draft resolution for the Board's 

cons ideration: 
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The Executive Board 

NOTES the report of the Director-General on appointments to expert 
advisory panels and committees. 

Decisions The draft resolution was adopted (see resolution EB27•Ю). 

8. REPORT ON EXPERT ССШТПШ MEETINGS: Item 2.6 of the Agenda (Resolution 
VHA13.49； Document EB27/l5) 

The CHAIMÎAN invited Dr Kaul to introduce the report• 

Dr KAUL, Assistant Director-General, explained that the report was being 

submitted in compliance with the Regulations for Expert Advisory Panels and 

Committees, under the revised text of which (regulation 10,6), responsibility for 

authorizing the publication of expert committee reports had been transferred to 

the Director-General• 

Although twenty-two expert committees had met in the period under review, it 

had not been possible to have the texts of some of the reports ready in time for 

submission to the Executive Board at the present session because of other priority 

requirements caused by the change- in schedule of organizational meetings in 1961. 

The first report for review was that of the Expert Committee on Rabies. The 

major recommendations would be found on page 2 of the report, the first three, 

relating to the collection and dissemination of information on various aspects of 

rabies, would be implemented in the Organization's programme. Recommendations 

for future co-ordinating action in various research fields would be implemented 

in so far as budgetary provisions permitted. 
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The second report was ohat of the Expert Committee on Poliomyelitis, which had 

met immediately after the Second International Conference on Live Poliovirus Vaccines
# 

The Committee had reviewed the use of both inactivated and live-virus vaccines in 

various countries and had made a number of recommendations on the utilization of 

such vaccines, and on the types of virus and the methodology to be used. The 

implications of those recommendations in the Organization's programme were reviewed 

on page 斗 of the document• The first of these, to convene a study group on 

international requirements for the production and testing of live polio-virus 

vaccine, had already been implemented in November i960. The second recommendation 

represented an extension of the work of the WHO regional poliomyelitis сentres^ and 

the instructions of the Expert Committee v;culd be carried out. With regard to 

co-operation between neighbouring states and co-ordination in the timing of mass 

vaccination programmes with live attenuated vaccine, action would be stimulated 

through the regional offices. Negotiations had already been Initiated on the 

question of appointing an international reference centre• 

The next report with which he had to deal was that of the Expert Committee on 

Malaria. The recommendations of the Committee would be found on page 6, The 

Committee had undertaken a careful review of the present status of malaria eradication 

and had re-emphasized that appropriate surveillance was essential to the success of 

the operations. The time was now ripe for taking such action, as many of the 

programmes now in operation had reached the stage of termination of spraying 

operations. 
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After studying the question of dosage of insecticides, the Committee had been 

unable to recommend the use of a lower dosage. The important recommendations made 

by the Committee would be called to the attention of all governments concerned. 

Suitable study projects related to the need for appropriate surveillance would be 

developed in co-operation with regional offices and governments. With regard to 

the problem of insecticide dosage, steps were being taken to develop technical 

guide-lines for governments wishing to undertake trials of the nature envisaged. 

The Expert Committee on Insecticides had devoted its entire session to the 

question of aircraft disinsection. It recommended inter alia that research and 

investigation on the development of procedures, techniques or formulations that 

might improve the effectiveness and safety of aircraft disinsection should be 

stimulated and supported; and that WHO should bring to the attention of Member 

governments the importance of maintaining areas within the perimeter of international 

airports free of A'édes aegypti and other mosquitos • The various reMimmendations 

were being studied and would be taken into account in planning the programme for 

future years. 

The Joint FAO/WHO Expert Committee on Food Additives had considered specifica-

tions for the identity and purity of food additives, in continuation of its work 

on the subject» It had made a number of recommendations in regard to intensification 

of research on toxicology and asked that serious consideration be given to developing 

an effective programme for international collaborative study to improve some of the 

methods described in its report• As the programme in question was a continuing one, 

there were no new implications for the Organization. 
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Dr GRASHCKEWKOV, Assistant D ire с tor-G eneral, introducing the report of the 

Expert Committee on Specifications for Pharmaceutical Preparations, said that at its 

last session held in November i960 the Committee had dealt with the determination 

of units of specification of pharmacological preparations,, The reason was that 

the second edition of the International Pharmacopoeia would be in process of 

preparation during the coming two years and it was desirable to bring it up to date 

and provide general indicators on weight, dosage, melting point and other 

characteristics, as well as information on nomenclature, chemical formulae, e t c” 

so that the Pharmacopoeia could be used in many countries. 

The Expert Committee had had extensive recourse to the work of the Centre for 

Authentic Chemical Substances in Stockholm established by VJÎIO a few years ago* He 

had had occasion to visit the Centre in order to acquaint himself with its work 

"and considered that it was discharging its responsibilities successfully and 

carrying out its experimenta], functions in the way necessary for the preparation of 

the second edition of the Pharmacopoeia. 

The Expert Committee on Addiction-producing Drugs had dealt with a number of 

problems referred to it in general terms by the Economic and Social Council, in 

the light of WHO'S responsibility in the sphere of narcotics control
# 

The Committee had discussed and taken a decision on twelve drugs. Some of 

those had been recognized as producing morphine-like effects and sustaining a 

morphine addiction, and for that reason must be considered as addiction-producing 

substances comparable to morphine and therefore falling under the regime laid 
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down in the 19)1 Convention, Other drugs of the group should not now be regarded 

as addiction-producing., 

Besides the above-mentioned subjects the Expert Committee had obtained 

information on the work of international bodies concerned with narcotic drugs. 

It had discussed antibiotic substances from cannabis, and concluded that cannabis 

and its preparations т/?эге practically obsolete and that there was no justification 

for their medical use
e
 It had also discussed and reached conclusions on the 

subject of medical control of addicts and the proposed Single Convention on 

Narcotic Drugs. 

The meeting rose at 3*30 p,m• 
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1, REPORT ON THE 0Ж1РТН SESSION OF THE REGIONAL СО№Ц-П!ЕЕ FOR TIÍG РШШСАЗ/ 
XII MEETING OF THE DIRECTING COUNCIL OF PAKOs Item 4,2 of the Agenda 
(Document EB2了/5) (continued) 

Dr MARTINEZ MARCHETTI endorsed the remarks made by the "Regional Director on 

the close relationship that existed between public health anri social and economic 

developnent. It was important that progi^ess should be parallel in all those 

spheres and care should be taken to piar； future public 丄th programmes with 

that consideration in mind^ 

Dr NOVALES congratulated the Regional Director on his clear and comprehensive 

report. 

The vegetable mixture Incaparina was being well reoeived throughout Central 

America, particularly in the rural areas., where its low cost таз proving of 

advantage
 w
 As a beverage, it appealed to the populate on more mill“ 

His country was particularly appreciative cf the help it wa幺 receiving from 

the Regional Office ta the training Ox professional health personnel.： 

Dr HORWITZ,, Regional Director for the Americas^ exuressed his gratifiertlon 

at the general acknoviledgeinen^ of the helpful jontr'.H: bion та-.Ь Ъу гпе regional 

office and field staff to health work and progress in the liegioo. 

The discussion that had just taken place sbo^ed^ in his o^inlcn, tbat the 

general policy fol丄owed had the approval of tbo ¿o'^evumontz； and ""̂ o. ̂ -ov'A^d guidance 

for planning future- progress, 
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REPORT ON THE THIRTEENTH SESSION OF THE REGIONAL COMMITTEE FOR SOUTH-EAST 
ASIA.; Item of the Agenda (Document ЕВ27Д) 

The CHAIEMAN invited the Regional Director to introduce the report, 

Dr MANI， Regional Director for Southeast Asia, said he would comment on 

the report under a number of major headings
д
 beginning with the discussion that had 

taken place in the Regional Committee on his annual report
% 

One of the major problems to whieb he had drawn attention in that report was 

that, whereas mortality rates in general throughout the Region had declined, 

morbidity rates were still extremely bigh^, owing largely to poor sanitary conditions 

and malnutrition. The situation was likely to persist for some years to come, since 

governments, despite goodwill, found it difficult to divert the necessary funds for 

the elimination of those conditions without endangering their general development 

programmes in industry and agriculture
# 

With regard to BCG vaccine
д
 concern had been expressed in the Regional Committee 

at the tendency for the liquid vaccine to lose potency in tropical conditions and he 

had been asked to urge the Director-General to do everything possible to expedite 

WHO approval of the freeze-dried vaccine^ 

The Regional Committee was In favour of regional fellowships t out of the total 

of 95 fellowships awarded during the period under review, some 24 had been for study 

within the Region. 

The. Regional Committee had passed a resolution on malaria eradication^ urging 

governments to speed up legislative measures to ensure that adequate funds would be 

available for the programmes as and when required^ Programmes had suffered in 

intensity in the past when the funds had net been forthcoming when required» 
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The Regional Committee had also requested him to institute pilot projects in 

the control of filariasis,and the .typhoid group of diseases. 

As regards the discussion on the. programme and budget estimates for 1962^ he 

reported that the 'procedure.for scrutiny by a sub-committee was working extremely 

well
c
 The sub-committee

!

s terms of reference were being extended from year to year
0 

In 1960, it had made a random sampling of some country projects and of. projects 

jointly assisted by UNICEF, and ШО^ and had recommended that, in the' future, projects 

in one given subject should also come up for special scrutiny in addition to the 

random sampling undertaken^ The Committee had proposed the subject of education 
. . . . . . . . . ‘ ‘ < • ； .：•::...... • 

and training for sucb examination in, 196iU 

The technical discussions had been on the subject of. "Evaluation of training 

programmes for auxiliary health personnel in the region," The very detailed 
•‘ « � . ‘ 

discussions had dealt particularly with the training of auxiliaries for work in 

nursing and midwifery^ curat丄ve medicine and envirormien bal. sánitation
e
 . ТЬ.е 

, i 

advantages of multipurpose as opposed to single-purpose au^cil:!arles had /been 

examined, as well as the po.ssibiiity of a career service., promotion and other con-

siderations of the kind. The subject chosen for the technical' discussions at the 

next session of the Regional Committee was
 ,;

'The role of the public health depart-

ment in tho improvement o f . n u t r i t i o n . ' 

Among other resolutions of importance was that on food hygiene and food 

adulteration^ botb matters of grave consequence for the Region* ‘ In g e n e r a f o o d 

was frequently adulterated and existing legislation on the matter was not 

adequately enforced
л
 The problem ；vas primarily reláted to xhe'low economic level 

in the Region, whioh permitted easy gains through acu?.teration of i'oodU 
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A discussion had taken place on the question of the appropriate body to evaluate 

internationally assisted projects； the conclusion had been that governments, being 

primarily concerned, should be responsible for evaluating their own programmes, 

leaving WHO to evaluate its share in those programmes if so desired. The Regional 

Director bad been asked to give help to governments in the matter wherever so requested 

Lastly, he was happy to be able to report that the building for the new Regional 

Office was going ahead fast：- the physical structure was nearlng completion. 

The CHAIRMAN thanked Dr Man! for his inspiring report and invited comments on it
e 

Dr BUTROV expressed satisfaction at the progress achieved by the Regional Office. 

It was particularly satisfactory to note that WHO and the countries of the Region v/ere 

joining together in a common effort to solve the main health problems, with emphasis 

on professional training and the control of communicable disease
л
 The Board should 

be gratified., too, at the efforts to strengthen public health administration and 

improve the well-being of the people - efforts that were the more noteworthy in that 

many countries of the Region had only recently emerged from colonialism^ The record 

of achievement in India presented a good illustration of the progress that had been 

macle. In the•ten years since independence, the death rate in India had dropped from 

approximately 25 to 10 per thousand and infant mortality from 178 to $0， while at the 

same time the average expectation of life had increased from 3
2

 to 44
 :
уеата

#
 Great 

progress had also been made in Indonesia, as was ñhov?n by the further statistics he 

ci, ted
 0 
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He wished the Regional Director further success in the Region, and the 

strengthening of co-operation with the health administrations of countries both 

within and adjacent to the Region and with all Member States of VJHO. 

Dr BAIDYA added his congratulations to the Regional Director» 

The public health problems in the Region were enormous； a great deal still 

remained to be done In nutrition and environmental sanitation and indeed in those 

respects the Region lagged behind most other areas of the world. Nevertheless,、it 

was gratifying to note that the Regional Office was helping to strengthen health 

administrations, by providing fellowships and assisting in training programmes that 

would eventually enable the countries to fulfil WHO
1

s basic aim of improving the 

people
1

s health
e 

Dr SUVARNAKICH also congratulated the Regional. Director on his report
#
 He 

would like to draw attention to the inter-country.programmes that were in operation 

At the present time two assessment teams, on yaws and malaria) were at work in 

Thailand. Their unbiased reports would undoubtedly prove most useful in enabling 

countries to correct deficiencies in their p r o g r a m m e s in those two diseases. 

Dr HOURIHANE said that the picture the Regional Director bad painted was a 

pessimistic one, but it was a ::.〔 .'GÍ.C one, and should give the Board, food for 
、 “ • •：.-‘ ... . <.... 

considerable thought
%
 In the case of such diseases as filariasis and typhoid/ one 

could only admire the courage of the Organization and the Regional Director in 

facing up to the immense difficulties involved. 
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He had been encouraged to hear of. the valuable work done by the Sub-Committee 

on Programme and of Budget in scrutinizing the proposed programmes. He would like 

to. know more about the adulteration of food in the Region, a matter that was of 

extreme importance for the people's health. 

Dr MANI thanked the Board on behalf of the regional office staff for its 

commendation of the work done. 

Unfortunately no facts or figures were available with regard to the extent of 

food, adulteration; . it could be said, however^ that the matter was causing a 

considerable degree of concern» Legislation was not being particularly successful 

largely because of the system of decentralized administration. It was unfortunate 

that the people themselves were not yet alive to the fact that they could do much 

to secure elimination of such practices by boycotting the products of offenders. 

The CHAIRMAN also wished to pay a tribute to the regional office staff, 

particularly as the Board was meeting for the first time at the regional 

headquarters and had an opportunity to see at close quarters the work being done# 

3. REPORT Ш THE TENTH SESSIOJ OF THE НЕОХШАЬ COMMITTEE FOR EUROPE: Item 4 of 
the Agenda (Document EB27/5) 

The CHAIRMAN invited the Regional Director to introduce the report* 
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Dr van de CALSEYDE, Regional Director for Europe) reported that the Regional 

Committee had held its tenth session in Copenhagen in August i960» It had considered 

the Regional Director
1

s annual report for i960 and the amendments introduced 

into the I96I programme and budget, and had approved the 1962 draft programme 

and budget estimates for transmission to the Director-General with a number of 

amendments% In particular^ it had recommended that several projects should be 

deleted from the 1961 and 1962 programmes in order to effect the necessary savings 

to allow of the introduction of Russian as a working language• The estimated 

amounts required for the purpose were $ 10 000 in 196l and $ 33 000 in 1962» 

The Regional Committee had drawn attention in its report to the difficulties 

experienced in recruiting and keeping secretarial staff for the Regional Office, 

In discussing the programme., some delsgates had stressed "the need for 

research on cancer, cardiovascular diseases and the perinatal period, and 

attention had been drawn to the value for that purpose of the education arid 

training programme^ in particular fellowships» 

Special attention had been given to questions of environmental sanitation^ 

in particular air pollution. Praise had been forthcoming for the speed with . 

which the Regional Office had given help to Morocco at the time of the two 

disasters in that country. The Regional Committee had come to the conclusion 

that WHO should make a general study of the public health problems which emerge 

in the case of national calamities of the kind. 
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The Committee had subsequently considered matters arising out of decisions 

taken by the Thirteenth World Health Assembly and by the Executive Board at 

its twenty-fifth session* It had adopted a resolution inviting all countries 

of the Region to make annual voluntary contributions to the Malaria Eradication 

Special Account» . At the same cirne^ a number of representatives had taken a 

clear stand in favour of financing the operations under the Special Accounts 

from the regular budget. 

After considering a report on tuberculosis statistics in the Region^ the 

Committee had adopted unanimously a resolution inviting the Regional Director 

to pursue his efforts to improve the comparability of tuberculosis statistics* 

On a proposal that Russian should be adopted as a working language of the 

Regional Organization, the Committee had recommended adoption in principle and 

had advocated that Russian should be introduced in three stages: the firsts 

in 1961, to provide translation of reports of symposia, seminars and 

conferences, within an amount of $ 10 000; the second^ in 1962^ to introduce 

the full use of the Russian language at Regional Committee meetings； and the 

third, in 1963^ to provide for Russian becoming a full working language^ 

In the technical discussions> which had been on the subject of public 

health as a scientific discipline^ considerable difficulty had been experienced 

with regard to definitions and terminology- The term "public health" had 

different connotations in different countries» Nevertheless, whether public 

health was regarded as an art, or a science^ or a combination of both., 

participants had been unanimous in considering that the objectives of public 
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health workers were always the 

of health and the treatment of disease. 

prevention of sickness, the promotion 

Cancer as a public health problem 

same - the 

was the subject chosen fur the technical discussions in 1961* 

It had been decided that the eleventh session of the Regional Committee 

should be held in Luxembourg in 1961， and an invitation from the Polish 

Government to hold the twelfth session in Warsaw in 1962 had been accepted. 

In his annual report, as submitted to the Regional .Committee, he had 

drawn particular attention to the following points. 

First, careful attention had been given in the Region to the balance 

between various types of activity, both as between country and inter-country 

programmes and old arid new projects# The development of pioneering activities 

was reflected in the opening of two new sections in the Regional Office, 

one concerned with epidemiology and health statistics and the other with 

chronic diseases and geriatrics» The unit concerned with communicable 

diseases had been temporarily discontinued and work in that field was to be 

dealt with directly by a public health administrator^ aided by specialist 

consultants» .‘ 

Secondlyjr particular emphasis had been placed on co-operation with the 

various specialized agencies, and a number of joint activities had been 

organized» That action was in line with views expressed at recent sessions 

of the United Nations General Assembly and the Economic and Social Council* 
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Thirdly夕 in the period under review, planning for Technical Assistance 

programmes had for the first time covered a two-year period, namely, 1961 

and 19б2» The number of countries in the Region eligible fcr Technical 

Assistance had risen to eight» That reflected the world-wide increase in 

the number of eligible, countries., although there had been no corresponding 

increase in resources. 

Fourthly^ education and training activities had continued to occupy an 

important place in the work of the Regional Office^ The number of fellow-

ships administered by the Office had remained high, a special feature of 

the work being the large number of fellows who had received instruction at 

special courses sponsored or assisted by WHO.' In 1960^ twenty-four courses 

had been planned, compared with twelve held in 1959» Europe had continued 

to be the most important training centre for fellows from other regions* 

A description in some detail had been given of the course in medical 

services administration which was held in Edinburgh), the course had proved a 

great stimulus to the development of medical administration., not only in the 

United Kingdom but in Europe as a whole, 

Fifthly, special mention had been made of the travelling seminar on 

public health administration in the USSR and of the facilities offered in 

the rural public health training and demonstration areas in Uusimaa (Finland) 

and Soissons (France), Special post—graduate training facilities in maternal 

and child health had been organized in Poland* In nursings emphasis had 

been placed on administrative and educational matters» Particular importance 

was attached to environmental sanitation., especially in regard to drinking-water 
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supplies and problems of air and water pollution. The nev; section on 

epidemiology and health statistics had given help in many other pro gramme s > 

particularly in studies of chronic diseases such as hypertension, heart diseases 
. . . . . . . . . . . ' • . . .

 ：

' • . ' • • • . . ' ： . • • . . * ' ' 

and cancer, and also in tuberculosis. In Czechoslovakia assistance was being 

given to an extensive programme of tuberculosis controls 

Sixthly, it had been reported that the premises formerly occupied by the 

Tuberculosis Research Office had now been taken over by the.Regional Office but 

in view of the future extension of the Office's work, further accommodation 

might soon be re qui red. Discussions had already taken place with the Danish 

Government on the possibility of acquiring new premises» 

Seventhly^ attention had again been drawn to the difficulty of recruiting 
. . . . . . . • • . ' « ' . . ' . . 一 

suitable secretarial staff. Mention had also been made of the practice of 

appointing short-term consultants wherever possible, bearing in mind recruitment 

on the broadest possible geographical basis» 

工ц closings he mentioned that the secretarial situation had considerably 

improved recently., as a result of measures taken at headquarters, and it was 

hoped that the Regional Office would now be able to recruit and keep the type 

of secretarial help it required* 

Professor AUJALEU congratulated the Regional Director on the work in the 

European Region. There had been some difficulties in the past year^ particularly 

as regards fellowships^ but these had not been due to the Regional Director or 

his administration» 

He would like to know what had already been done as regards the use of the 

'- »' ' V,'. .. ' . • 

Russian language in the Regional Organization^ and how it was envisaged that the 

$ 10 000 for that purpose which had been found by cuts in the 196l budget would 
be used. 
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His next comment related to the two catastrophes which had overtaken 

M： rocco» The Regional Office had reacted remarkably speedily to improvise .help 

on those occasions» However, he felt that it might not always be possible tQ 
- ‘,‘• ‘''у：'... , ^ ？ 

improvise satisfactorily in similar cases and 4vondered whether WHO oughts not tp
:
 ： 

study the general principles on which such aid should be. given, in order that plans 

established in their broad lines in advance might be put into operation with the 

minimum delay. Such a study might better be undertaJieri by headquarters rather 

than one of the regions, .‘ ., 

Dr BUTROV thanked the Regional Director for his detailed report on the 

effective work being done by the Regional Office* He had been gratified to le^rn 

that an increasing number cf fellows were attending seminars and that the number 

of seminars was growing, : : 

He welcomed the establishment of a new section for epidemiology and 

health statistics* 

The Regional Office was rightly- concentrating on furthering co-operation 

between Member countries which was -bound to enhance WHO
1

 s prestige* The Regional 
. >• ' . . : . .. . .:• • '：: 

.• • • t .• 

Committee's constructive step in unanimously adopting a resolution on the use of 

Russian as a..third working language had been applauded in the medical circles of 

many countries. However some countries In the Region v/ere dissat丄sfied by the 

f^ct that few experienced health workers from Eastern Europe had been recruited for 
' • . ； . * . * ' < , , , • ： . . • . . • • -

the staff of the Regional Office. He hoped that the Regional Director would act 

on the wishes expressed in that regard during the last session of the Regional 

Committee and that the situation would improve in the near future^ 
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Dr BUCHANAN congratulated the Regional Director on the work accomplished and 

the varied programme devised, which would undoubtedly do much to help Member 

countries. He only wished to mention that when some economies had been suggested 

at the Board's previous session it had been envisaged that the sums released would 

become available for increased expenditure under certain other items of the budget 

not linked with the use of the Russian language - an entirely separate matter, 

with which he had every sympathy
# 

Dr HCXJRIHANE thanked the Regional Director for his interesting presentation of 

the report. Perhaps his view would not be shared, but ho felt it worth questioning 

the practice of the Regional Committee in meeting so often away from headquarters. 

Surely it would be desirable to emulate other regional committees which he believed 

made it a rule to meet at headquarters at least every alternate yearv 

The CHAIRMA.N welcomed Professor Aujaleu
r

s suggestion that the headquarters 

Secretariat should study ways and means of giving assistance to countries afflicted 

by sudden emergencies or natural catastrophes
f
 Perhaps such a study could be 

submitted to the Executive Board at its next session. 

Dr van de CAbSEYEE said in reply to the point made by Professor Aujaleu that 

the purpose of the Regional Committee's cut of $ 10 000 in the Region's programme 

had been to finance the use of the Russian language in 19б1
#
 The economies that 

Dr Buchanan had in mind had been suggested in quite a different context
#
 As the 

Director-General could not take any action on the use of the Russian language until 

the Health Assembly had taken a decision, the figure of $ 10 000 did not appear in 

the proposed programme and budget estimates
# 
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Referring to the matter raised by Dr Butrov, he said that he could only 

repeat the assurance he had made in the Regional Committee that the principle 

of equitable geographical distribution would be observed as far as possible 

in the recruitment of staff. 

The possibility mentioned by Dr Hourihane had been discussed by the 

Regional Committee, but no decision had hitherto been taken on the subject» 

Professor AUJALEU said that he was not altogether satisfied by the 
> 

Regional Director
1

s reply. Surely the Regional Committee had decided to 

curtail certain useful.activities in the Region for the specific purpose of 

making funcis available for the use of Russian. That intention must be 

borne in mind,, though of course he was fully aware that the final decision 

must lie with the' Health Assembly itself. 

He agreed with Dr Hourihane that the Regional Committee ought not to 

meet away from headquarters too often and felt that it should adopt a rule 

only to do so every alternate year
#
 A proposal to that effect should be 

introduced at a suitable moment; it would have been embarrassing to do so at 

the last sessicn when an invitation from the Polish Government had already been 

reoeived. 
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The DIRECTOR-GENERAL felt obliged to comment on the first point raised 

by Professor Aujaleu, because it should be clearly understood that there was 

nothing sacrosanct about the totals allocated to each region, as presented to the 
.... . .... . . . . " ' • . . . . . > , 

Assembly in his proposed budget. There was no such thing as a regional bi ciget 

and it would not be at all extraordinary if the sum of $ 10 000 economised in 
. . . . • - • " • ： • ； " . ' ' . 

the programme for the European Region were to be utilized elsewhere. At the 

Board
r

s previous session he had indicated that endorsement of the Regional 

Committee
1

s decision concerning the use of Russian would have budgetary impli-

cations for a number of years and it would have been impossible to take any
; 

decision regarding I96I before knowing what the Health' Assembly、 decision 

would be for the following years, If the Health Assembly approved the 

Regional Committee^ decision， the necessary adjustments would have to be made, 

probably to the maximum level recommended by the Committee, and he would do 

everything possible to implement the Assembly
1

s action. He had been prompted 

to make those remarks in order to dispel any impression that the budget was 

rigid and that changes could not be made within a single appropriation section, 

•. » ' • - ^ 

Professor AUJALEU observed that the Director-General could hardly have made 
. . . . ' . j • • 

any other statement in view of the fact that the Health Assembly was sovereign 

in auch matters and since there were no separate regional budgets. However,, 

perhaps it was advisable to sound a warning that if a regional committee decided 

to make economies in its programme for a specific purpose and its intention was 

not realised, such economies might not be proposed again. 
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The CHAIRMAN thanked the Regional Director for -his report. 

4. REPORT ON THE TENTH SESSION OF THE REGIONAL COMMITTEE FOR THE EASTERN 
MEDITERRANEANS Item 4.5 of the Agenda (Document EB2?/6) 

- * . . . . . . . . . < • r 

Dr TABA, Regional Director for the Eastern Mediterranean, presenting the 

Regional Committee
1

 s report on its -tenth session said that Sub-Committee
 n

А
й

 had 

been attended by fourteen States and Sub-Committee
 t!

B
M

 by five* The United .‘ 

Kingdom had asked to participate''in both sUb-cômmittees, but unfortunately: 

through an oversight had not been notified of the time and place of the latter 

and so had been unable to âend a. representative to its session. 

The report (document EB27/6) was a consolidated one containing the decisions 

of both sub-committees t thosfe decisions had•been in substance the same¿ Bóth 

bad studied the Regional Directoras report in detail and had emphasized certain 

features in it as being óf special importance both to the Region and to WHO» 

As a growing number of countries were initialling long-term plans for the ‘ 

establishment or expansion of health services, greater emphasis was now being 

placed by most countries on the integration of such servicesv Members of the 

Regional Committee had 'been at pains to stress the continuing need for assistance 

in education and training and had endorsed all his proposals in that regard. 

As the Executive Board knew, the Regional Office was already giving considerable 

help in educational projects at áll levels
# 
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The Committee bad received favourably the important place he had 

asigned to inter-country programmes• 

Much attention had been given to problems connected with communicable 

diseases and the éradication of malaria and smallpox. Malaria eradication 

had now been accepted as the objective throughout the Region and all countries 

had launched a programme to that end or were in the preliminary stages of doing 

so. Regrettably, smallpox still existed in some of the countries of the 

Region and the need for stricter control and possibly additional legislation 

had been brought out during the discussions» The Regional Office had been 

asked- to continue its help in the production of thermostable vaccines* 

During the discussion on other communicable diseases, emphasis had been 

placed on the need for more research, particularly rn bilharziasis, tuberculosis 

and trachoma. The problem of nomadism having an important bearing on the 

incidence of communicable diseases had been fully discussed, as had such new 

fields of interest to WHO as community water supplies, housing> and radiation 

hazards to health
# 

He had been requested tc extend the programme in mental health which
>
 with 

the rapid development and industrialization of the Region, was aoquiring much 

greater prominence. 

The programme he had proposed hàd been approved by both sub-committees^ each 

one of which had established sub-divisions on programme^ composed of the committee 

as a whole, for the exhaustive examination of his proposals. They had also 
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approved the supplementary programme for Cyprus and Somalia, Beth sub-divisions 
. • - . . . . . i , • - . - • . ； • • " . " * • '

<y

 . ‘ V .•
 r

' 
• , . . . . . . . . - • • • • - r; •• , • •• � ， . • '• • ' • • ' • ‘ ‘ -

ч； » .； j - ‘ - ； • y t . . . • .•. had taken the opportunity to congratulate the two countries on their attainment 
. . . . . . . . ' 

\ л., 

cf independence and to welcome them, as also Kuwait, to the sessions of the 

Regional Committee, ... ~ 广 '•:•:. ； ‘ ： . . . 系 . .
v

. 

Certain teohnioal papers, notabJ.y ..on malaria eradication^ mental health, 

kala-azar and the . rol.e of publi о health • in -the disposal of radioactive-was te had 

also been discussed,. ； A summary;. cf .the techniqaX' discussion 'on'4uberoulosis 

control would, \>e
 t
 found in Annex V of,the report• The rCoramlttee had chosen 

poliomyelitis as the topic fcr technical disousaions In 19^1 and
 n

3olar radiation 

and its related .heat, effect： on the- human orgaxiism" in 1962. 

In conclus ion,... he wished to- take the opportunity of thanking the Gdvernment 

of Tunisia for its invitation to hold the last session in that country and for 

the excellent facilities it had provided. 
. . ъ • ... . • • - -, •• • • ‘‘ . . • - “ •• • ’ . 

. : . - • .‘ ‘ - .•: .•• , ..... ‘ . . ... 

Br NABULSI thanked the:Regional Director, for his detailed report and ‘ 

expressed special interest.In.his referènee to - the discüssioris in the Regionál 

Committee on tuberculosis. He was convinced that domiciliary ohemctherepy.would 

greatly help in the control..of the disease. The Region "oWéd a debt of gratitude 

to ..the Regional Of fice, for its ： assist алее in the Various malaria eradication 
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programmes, the financing of which was to be discussed the Health Assembly 

Itself. 

Dr MORSHED oongratulated the Regional Director on his report on the progress 

achieyed•• ' In his own oouritry he, had witnessed considerable advances during the 

past two years in the expansion and improvement cf health servioes^ for which 

the Regional. Office had given valuable support. He had been gratified to hear 

that mere, attention was being paid to education and considered that the provision 

of fellowships was of great value• 
. . - V s • { , 

In conclusion, he observed that the eradication cf malaria would, in certain 

areas, automatically remove’the problems caused by nomadism. . 

Dr BUTROV said that he had studied the Regional Committee's report with keen 

•' .. 
interest and felt that it was to be congratulated： on 'the work being done. He was 

anxious to draw special attention to-, the effect- of" Iodizing radiation on health, 

which had been the subject of resolutions WHA1》56，Е325-Нб^ and EM/RCJJ/R.8. In 

that connexion Member States had been urged to organize special departments. , of 

public health for protection against such hazards, and the Regional Director had 

been requested to a.ssist governments by supplying expert advice. Sub-Committee
 n

A
tt 

had devoted a considerable part of its discussions to the problem of radiation 

hazards and in its resolution EM/RC10A/R^15 had deplored the continuation of atomic 
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explosions in the Sahara， reiterating the condemnation expressed in its previous 

resolution EM/RC9A/R.3. Serious attention should be given to that importánt 

matter, both by the Executive Board and the Health Assembly. 

Professor AUJALEU said that the French delegate to the Health Assembly would 

probably wish to reply to the foregoing observations since that could not be done 

in the Board, and might express surprise that a national of a country which had 

exploded far more atomic bombs should reproach others for what they were doing on 

a much smaller scale• 

Dr BUTROV asked if he had understood rightly that Professor Aujaieu was 

speaking not as a representaMve of his country but as a member of the Executive 

Board. 

Professor AUJALEU said that for anyone familiar with the French language there 

could have been no ambiguity in his remarks. 

Dr TABA on behalf of his staff and himself thanked members for their 

appreciative remarks and their observations, of which he would take note. 

‘ The CHAIRMAN announced that the Board would have to postpone consideration of 

item 4.6 until the following day, as the Regional Director for the Western Pacific 

had not yet arrived. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL recalled, for the benefit of those who were attending the 

Executive Board for the first time， that a general resolution was adopted covering 

the reports of the regional committees, after they had all been examined. 
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5. DEVELOPMENTS IN ACTIVITIES ASSISTED JOINTLY WITH UNICEF: Item 2.2 of the 
；- Agenda (Dociimeñt EB27/12) 

Dr KAUL^ Assistant Director-General， introducing the Director-General
1

s 

report on developments in activities assisted jointly with UNICEF, said that in 

i960 the UNICEF Executive Board had held only one session (in March) and the • 

resulting recommendations had already been brought to the attention of the 

Health Assembly. The present report recorded certain subsequent developments. 

It would be noted that UNICEF
1

s Programme Committee would continue to meet twice 

a year. Its December meeting had not been held until early in January Ï96I so 
..、...• ... “ Л - . .. ¡ . .. . . ‘ : •-••： . ..... . • ；.

 ：：

 Д ‘ ‘ • 、 •..••-..... . • V ‘ • 
the final report was not yet availalDle, though WHO： .-bad： been apprised informally 

. . • • ； . . л.'."..... 
of the decisions reached• ‘ 

The ШЮЕР/WHO Joint Committee on Health Policy had also not met in i960 

because, the Executive Board having décided to meet only once a year， there had not 

been enough items for discussion by the Joint Committee, its previous session 

having been held in December 1959*, •工t was anticipated that the Joint Committee 

would hold a session in May 1961. Members would note from the report that the 
. V - . ‘ ’ - ‘ ‘ ‘ “ 

UNICEF Executive Board had decided to conduct a survey of children
1

s needs, for the 

purpose of reorientating programmes in the future, WHO would be assisting in that 

study by providing information on the health needs of mothers and children. 

At its previous session the Joint Committee had decided to ask for a review 

of training programmes connected with jointly assisted maternal and child health 

projects and for that purpose WHO'S headquarters and regional office staffs 

together with special consultants^ would be carrying out a study. 

No specific action by the Executive Board was required on the report under 
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The CHAIRMAN submitted the following draft resolution for consideration by 
' . : . . . : . . . . . - . г . ' . . : •‘ 、 . 、 . . • ： . . . 

the Board: 

The Executive Board, 

Having considered the report of the Director-General on the developments 
in activities jointly assisted by UNICEF and WHO,； . 

1. NOTES the report ôf the Director-General; 

2• REITERATES the desirability of considering the health needs , of 
mothers and children as inseparable from those of the family and community 
as a whole; and 

EXPRESSES its*- appreciation of the continuing close and effective 
collaboration between the two organizations• 

Decision: The draft resolution was adopted. 

6. REPORT ON MEETING OF THE COMMITTEE ON INTERNATIONAL,QUARANTINE: Item 2.4 

of the Agenda (Document EB27/8) 

Dr KAUL, Assistant Director-General^ submitted to the Executive Board the 

eighth report of the Committee on International Quarantine, in accordance with 

Article 7/ paragraph of the Committee
:

s Regulations. Members v;ould be aware 

that under the provisions cf Article 13 of the International Sanitary Regulations 

each State was required to send an annual report to "one Director-General giving 

information concerning the occurrence of any case of a quarantinable disease due 

to or carried by international traffic, and also on the action taken under the 

Regulations or having a bearing on their application. Sixty-two reports had been 

received in time for consideration by the Committee in October i960 as compared 

with 69 in the previous year. 
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The Director-General
!

s annual report, prepared in pursuance of Article on 

the functioning of the Regulations and their effect on international traffic, had 

been considered by the Committee^ whose major recommendations thereon would be found 

in paragraph б of the Committee's eighth report. 

The Director-General was pleased to report 七hat, with only one exception, the 

amendments to Article 97 of the Regulations, dealing with the Aircraft General 

Declaration - that part which contained the health information specified in 

Appendix б - had been accepted by all States and Territories already bound by the 

Regulations• Under its constitutional requirements, the Federal Republic of 

Germany had not been able to accept the amendments within the time-limits 

established. However^ the health administration of that country had informed the 

Dire ctor-General that，notwithstanding the absence of formal action by its 

Parliament， airport health officers had been requested to accept as from 1.January 

1961 the amended form of the health part of the Aircraft General Declaration. 

No formal action by the Assembly was required on that matter• 

The Committee had taken note of the important new developments in aircraft 

disinsection during its consideration of the eleventh report of the Expert 

Committee on Insecticides• Members of the Executive Board might know that the 

present method of disinsection by means of aerosol bombs was not very satisfactory 

and WHO had encouraged research to improve upon it. Once the toxicological 

experiments had been completed to determine that there were no long-term health 

hazards involved in carrying out disinsection in the air, the findings would be 

examined by the Expert Committee on Insecticides. 
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The Committee on International Quarantine had taken note of the fact that 

during the past year small pox had been brought into seven countries and twice in 

six months into one country/ with secondary cases occurring in five. 

The Committee
1

 s report was usually transmitted to the Health Assembly and the 

Executive Board might wish once again to follow that procedure. 

The CHAIRMAN submitted the following draft resolution for the Board
1

s 

consideration: 

The Executive Board 

NOTES the eighth report of the Committee on International Quarantine; 

2. THANKS the members of the Committee for their work; and 

5. TRANSMITS the report to the Fourteenth World Health Assembly for its 
consideration. 

Decision: The draft resolution was adopted. 

7. REPORT ON APPOINTMENTS TO EXPERT ADVTSORY PANELS AND COMMITTEES； Item 2,5 
of the Agenda (Document ЕВ27Д4) 

The DIRECTOR一GENERAL submitted to the Board a list (document EB27/14) as of 

15 December of the changes which had taken place in the membership of the expert 

advisory panels since the twenty-sixth session, in accordance with paragraph 4.1 

of the Regulations for Expert Advisory Panels and Committees. 

The CHAIRMAN submitted the following draft resolution for the Board
1

 s 

consideration: 
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The Executive Board 

NOTES the report of the Director-General on appointments to expert 
advisory panels ancL committees. 

Decision; The draft resolution was adopted, 

8. REPORT OK EXPERT COMKITTE：?； MiilETIWGSs Item 2.6 of the Agenda (Resolution 
ША13• b9； Document EB2?/l^) 

The CHAIRMAN invited Lr Kaul to introduce the report. 

Dr KAUL, Assistant Dire etor-General^ explained that the report was being 

submitted in compliance with' the Regulations for Expert Advisory Panels and 

Committees^ under the revised text of uhich (regulation 10.6)
}
 responsibility 

for authorising the publication of expert committee reports had been 

transferred to the Director-General. 

Although twenty-two expert committees had met in the period under review^ 

it had not been possible to have the texts of some of the reports ready in time 

for submission to the Executive Board at the present session because of other 

priority requirements caused Ъу the change in schedule of meetings in 1961. 

The first report for review was that of the Expert Committee on Rabies, 

The major recommendations would be found on page 2 of the reportj the first 

three^ relating to the collection and dissemination of information on various 

aspects of rabies^ would be implemented in the Organization
1

s programme• 

Re с onurie ndat i oris for future co-ordinating action in various research fields 

would be iirpleinented in so far as budgetary provisions ；permitted» 
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The second report was that of the Expert Committee on Polio零elitis, which 

had met immediately after .the Second International Conference on Live Poliovirus 

Vaccines• The Committee had reviewed the aso of both inactivated and live-virus 

vaccines iñ' various countries and had made, a number of recommendations on the 

utilization *of such vaccines，., and on the types of virus and the methodology to be 

used. The irrplications of those recommendations in the Organization
f

 s programme 

were reviewed on page h of the document. The first of these，to convene a study 

group on international requiremenbs for the production and testing of live polio— 

virus vaccine, had already been iirplemented in November I960. The second 

recommendation represented an extension of the work of the WHO regional polio-

myelitis centres, and the instructions of the Expert Committee would be carried 

out
4
 With regard to co-operation between neighbouring states and co-ordination 

in the timing of mass vaccination programmes with live attenuated vaccine, 

action "would be stimulated through the regional offices, Negotiations had 

already been initiated on the question oí. appointing an international reference 

centre• 

The next report with which he had to deal was that of the Expert Committee 

on Malaria, The recommendations of the. Committee would be found on page 6. The 

Coiranittee had undertaken a careful reviei-7 of the present status of malaria 

eradication and had re-eirphasized that appropriate surveillance was essential to 

the success of the operations. The time was now ripe for taking such action^ as 

many of the programmes now in opération had reached the stage of termination of 

spraying operations • 
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After studying the question of dosage of insecticides, the Committee had 

been unable to recornmend the use of a lower dosage. The iirportant recoTranendations 

made by the Committee would be called to the attention of all governments concerned^ 

Suitable study projects related to the need for appropriate surveillance would be 

develq^ed in co-operation with regional offices and governments.. With regard to 

the problem of insecticide dosage^ steps were being taken to develop technical 

guide-lines for governments wishing to undertake trials of the nature envisaged» 

The Expert Committee on Insecticides had devoted its entire session to the 

question of aircraft disinsec七ioru It recommended inter alia that research and 

investigation on the development of procedures^ techniques or formulations that 

might iirprove the effectiveness and safety of aircraft disinsection should be 

stimulated and supported; and that WHO should bring to the attention of Member 

governments the importance of maintaining areas within the perimeter of inter-

national airports free of Aëdes aegypti and other mosquitos
f
 The various 

recommendations were being studied and would be taken into account when planning 

the programme for future years. 

The Joint FAO/WHO Expert Committee on Food Additives had considered specifi-

cations for the identity and purity of food additives, in continuation of its work 

on the subject. It had made a number of recommendations in regard to intensifica-

tion of research on toxicology and asked that serious consideration be given to 

developing an effective programme for international collaborative study to irrprove 

some of the methods described in its report. As the programme in question was a 

continuing one, there were no new implications for the ‘ Organization» 
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Dr GRASHCHENKOV^ Assistant Director-General, introducing the report of the 

Expert Coiranittee on Specifications for Pharmaceutical Preparations， said that at 

its last session held in November i960 the Committee had dealt with the determina 

tion of units of specification of pharmacological preparations. The reason was 

that the second edition of the 工rrfcornational Pharmacopoeia would be in process of 

preparation during the coming two years and it was desirable to.bring it up to 

date and provide general indicators on weight， dosage^ melting point and other 

characteristics as well as information on nomenclature^ chemical formulae, etc»
 y 

so that the Phamacopoeia could be used in many countries» 

The Expert Conmittee had had extensive recourse to the work óf the Centre 

for Authentic Chemical Substances in Stockholm, established by WHO a few years„ago 

He had had occasion to visit that Contre- in .order to acquaint himself with its 

work and considered that it was discharging its responsibilities- successfully and 

carrying out its experimental functions in the way necessary for the preparation 

of the second edition of the Fharmacopoeia• 

The Expert Committee on Addiction-producing Drugs^ had dealt with a ntanber 

of problems referred to it in general terms by the Economic and Social Council, 

in the light of "WHCMs responsibility in the sphere of narcotics control. 

The Coinmittee had discussed and taken a decision on twelve drugs, some of 

these had been recognized as producing morphine-like effects and sustaining a 

morphine addiction, and for 七his reacon must be considered as addiction-producing 

substances comparable to morphine and therefore falling under the regime laid 

•HflLd Hlth Org, tochru Rep. S e r •， 1961, 211 
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down in the 1931 Convention» Other drugs of the group should not now be regarded 

as addiction-producing
e 

Besides the above—mentioned subjects the Expert Committee had obtained 

information on the work of international bodies concerned with narcotic drugs. 

It had discussed antibiotic substances from cannabis., and concluded that cannabis 

and its preparations were practically obsolete and. that there was no justification 

for their medical use. 工七 had also discussed and reached conclusions on the 

subject of medical control of addicts and the proposed Single Convention on 

Narcotic Drugs. • 

The meeting rose at、3〇 


