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1. PRELIMINARY CONSIDERATION OF POSSIBILITIES OF REDUCING LENGTH OF WORLD 
HEALTH ASSEMBLIES: Item 6.1 of the Agenda (Resolution WHA12.38; 
Document EB25/69) (continued from the sixteenth meeting* section 4)

Dr PORQU E , Deputy Director-General, read the following draft resolution 

prepared by the Rapporteurs:

The Executive Board,

Having considered the report of the Director-General on his study 
of the possibilities of reducing the length of World Health Assemblies,

TRANSMITS the report of the Director-General, together with the 
minutes of the discussions on the subject, to the Thirteenth World Health 
Assembly.

Decision: The draft resolution was adopted (see resolution EB25.R56).

2. AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION (INCREASE IN THE MEMBERSHIP OF THE EXECUTIVE 
BOARD) - REPORT ON GOVERNMENTS WHICH HAVE ACCEPTED THE AMENDMENTS: Item 7.1 
of the Agenda (Resolution WHA12.43; Document EB25/68) (continued from the 
sixteenth meeting, section 5 )

The DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL read the following draft resolution prepared 

by the Rapporteurs:

The Executive Board,

Recalling resolution WHA12.43 of the World Health Assembly amending 
Articles 24 and 25 of the Constitution in order to increase the membership 
of the Executive Board from eighteen to twenty-four,

1. URGES Members to take the necessary steps to accept the amendments;

2. REQUESTS the Director-General to report to the Thirteenth World 
Health Assembly on the situation at that time.

Decision: The draft resolution was adopted (see resolution EB25.R57).
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3. SPECIAL FUND OF THE UNITED NATIONS: Item 10.2 of the Agenda
(Resolution WHA12.51; Documents EB25/52rand EB25/52 Add.l)

The DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL recalled that the Twelfth World Health Assembly 

had considered the report of the Direotor-General and the recommendations of the 

Board on the establishment of the Special Fund by the General Assembly of the 

United Nations. The Health Assembly had adopted resolution WHA12.51, which 

delegated to the Executive Board the authority to act on behalf of the Health 

Assembly concerning any question related to the Special Fund; and authorized the 

Director-General to co-operate with the Special Fund and to enter into working 

arrangements for the provision of services and the execution of health projects.

The development of the Special Fund was outlined in document EB25/52.^ The 

present policy of the Fund was to lay emphasis on projects which would demonstrate 

the wealth-producing potential of unsurveyed resources, on major training and research 

institutes, on surveys of limited cost likely to lead to early investment, and also 

on pre-investment surveys which might take the form of preliminary engineering and 

feasibility reports. Research was supported only when it was sufficiently advanced 

to be near the point of practical use; because of its limited resources the 

Special Fund did not support basic research. In that connexion a statement by the 

Managing Director of the Special Fund, made at the fourteenth session of the United 

Nations General Assembly* was attached to document EB25/52 as Annex I.

In the debate on the Fund s report at the fourteenth session of the General 

Assembly, attention had been called to the close relationship between social and 

economic development. It had been suggested that such social categories of develop

ment as the eradication of endemic diseases, safe water supply and adequate housing 

bore an intimate relation to economic progress and should be supported by the Fund.

^ This document (but not its annexes) is reproduced as Annex 20 to 
Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org. 99



The current programme of the Special Fund included forty-four projects which 

had been approved and which were listed in Annex II to document EB25/52. Particular 

attention was drawn to section 2 of the report, "Special Fund and Health Projects".

It would be noted that none of the projects so far approved was a health 

project. However, a number of the projects had distinct health implications.

Efforts had been pursued to get the health aspects of those projects taken into 

due consideration . The attention of the Managing Director of the Special Fund, 

its Governing Council, and the Economic and Social Council had been called to the 

need not only to support health programmes but also to examine other projects 

assisted by the Fund against the background of their health implications.

In addition the Director-General had transmitted resolution WHA12.48 on 

environmental sanitation to the Managing Director of the Special Fund and had 

drawn his attention to part V of the resolution, which invited all mulvilateral 

and bilateral agencies having an interest in the development of community water 

supplies to join with WHO in carrying out a global programme in that field.

Reference was made in document EB25/52 to consultations which had taken place 

with FAO and UNESCO as executing agencies in order to provide them with techeical 

advice on health aspects of the irrigation and water.management projects they had 

been entrusted with carrying out.

Mention was also made of a request presented by one government for support in 

paragonimiasis and clonorchiasis control pilot projects, which had not been 

accepted by the Special Fund because of its policy of supporting only research which 

was nearing the point of production.
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In his report to the Twelfth World Health Assembly the Director-General had 

onphasized that the participation of the Special Fund in the health field would 

primarily depend upon governments and their decision to include health aspects in 

their requests or to formulate separate health projects. On their side, WHO
I
?

headquarters, regional offices and field staff had been carefully following the 

development of the Special Fund, its policy and procedure, so that the 

Organization was ready to extend assistance to governments at any time in planning, 

presenting and carrying out health projects which might be supported by the Fund, 

The subject of the establishment of the Special Fund had also been placed on the 

agenda of the regional committees at their last sessions held in 

September/October 1959.

If, as was hoped, the Special Fund would in the near future be considering 

the approval of projects for which WHO would be the executing agency, the 

relationship between the Special Fund and the Organization must be defined* 

Document EB25/52 Add,l contained the text of the draft standard agreement which 

the Director-General was suggesting to the Managing Director of the Special Fund, 

The document was submitted for the information of the Board and it was not 

necessary for it to take any action on the draft agreement since it was still 

under discussion between the Managing Director and the Director-General* Any 

comments which the Board might wish to make would, however, be of great assistance 

to the Director-General in his negotiations.



Mr KUKAREKO aaid that any funds at the disposal of WHO from the Special Fund, 

and the Special Fund itself, should be used for activities in under-developed 

countries, including the establishment of health services and the training- of public 

health personnel. He considered that, in order to make the best possible use of 

the funds available for health services, the administrative expenditure of the 

Special Fund should be reduced as far as possible. The Soviet Union had supported 

the formation of the United Nations Special Fund and had contributed four million 

roubles to it for i960.

The DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL said that it was hoped that the Special Fund 

could be used for health projects of direct use to under-developed countries. It 

was not, however, within the competence of the Board to influence the administrative 

expenditure of the Special Fund.

Dr CHATTY expressed his appreciation of the Director-General's report on 

the Special Fund. While approval of the agreement in detail could only come 

after a close study of its provisions, he was in general ready to accept the draft 

standard agreement as presented in document EB25/52 Add.l.

The CHAIRMAN submitted the following draft resolution for the consideration 

of the Board:

The Executive Board

NOTES the report of the Director-General on the Special Fund of
the United Nations.
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Decision: The draft resolution was adopted (see resolution EB25.R5Ô).
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4. IMPIE MEN TATI ON OF RESOLUTIONS 665 С (XXIV)AND 694 D (XXVI) OF THE ECONOMO
AND SOCIAL COUNCIL: PROGRAMME APPRAISALS -  REPORT ON ACTION TAKEN:
Item 10,3  o f the Agenda (Resolution EB23.R74? Document EB25/4)

The DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL introduced document ЕВ25/Ч, which contained, for 

the information of the Executive Board, the appraisal of the WHO 1959-64 programme, 

prepared in  accordance with reso lu tion s WHA11.43 and EB23.R74* At the request 

of the sp ecial committee of f iv e  estab lish ed  by the Economic and S o cia l Council to 

prepare the consolidated appraisal rep ort on the a c t iv i t ie s  of the United Nations 

and the specialized  agencies, the appraisal of the WHO programme had been tra n s

m itted to  the Secretary-G eneral of the United Nations in  November 1959 fo r the use 

of the Committee. In  l in e  with the decision taken by the Committee, in  consult

ation with the agencies concerned, the appraisal had been prepared on a problem- 

approach b a s is .

The introduction to the appraisal defined the terms of referen ce of the 

World Health Organization, i t s  organizational structure and methods of work, 

machinery for programming and co-ordination with other agencies, in  order to 

acquaint the reader with the stru ctu re of WHO.

Part 1 of the WHO appraisal d ea lt with national problems in  the f ie ld  of 

h ealth  and WHO e f fo r ts  to help meet them* problems based on environmental fa c to rs  

(p h y sica l-b io lo g ica l, economic and s o c ia l ) ; the in fra s tru c tu re , i . e .  public health 

adm inistration; and problems connected with stru ctu re of population.

Part 2 d ealt with in tern a tio n a l problems o f public h ea lth , the in tern atio n al 

spread o f d isease ; in tern a tio n a l health  s t a t i s t i c s ;  b io lo g ic a l standardization; 

addiction-producing drugs; pharmaceutical standards and nomenclature; and 

planning, stim ulation and co-ordination of research .
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Part 3 of the appraisal described the financial trends of the Organization, 

which the committee preparing the consolidated appraisal report would have tc 

integrate with the trends indicated by the other specialized agencies.

The appraisal of the WHO programme 1959-64 did not overlap or replace the 

Organization’s general programme of work for a specific period, and the Organiza

tion was in no way bound by the predictions made. Any comments or criticisms by 

the Board would be of great assistance when the consolidated appraisal report was 

being prepared.

The CHAIRMAN said that the report was most interesting and informative.

He submitted t he.following draft resolution for the approval of the Board:

The Executive Eoard,

Considering reso lu tion s Ш Л И .43 of the Eleventh World Health 

Assembly and EB23.R74 o f the tw enty-third session  of the Executive Board,

NOTES the appraisal of the programme of the World Health Organization 

for the per: od 19.г;?>-б4 prepared by the .'Director-General and transmitted by 

him to the Secretary-General of the United Nations for inclusion in the 

consolidated report requested by resolutions 665 С (XXIV) and 694 D (XXVI) 

of the Economic and Social Council.

Decisions The draft resolution was adopted (see resolution EB25.R59).
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5 . REVIEW OP THE PROPOSED PROGRAMME AND BUDGET ESTIMATES FOR I96I:
Item 3-2 of the Agenda (Official Records No.97)' (continued)

Questions of major importance to be considered by the Board (Documents
EB25/65, pages 120-126, and EB25/WP26) (continued from the fourteenth
meeting, section 3 )

The DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL introduced the text (document EB25/WP/26) 

proposed by the Rapporteurs and an informal drafting group for the part of the 

Board's report corresponding to the first part of Chapter V of the first report 

of the Standing Committee on Administration and Finance, concerning matters to be 

considered by the Board in accordance with resolution WHA5.62 of the Fifth World 

Health Assembly.

The CHAIRMAN asked whether the proposed redraft of the Introduction to 

section 1 of Chapter V adequately reflected the views of the Board.

Decision: The proposed text was approved .

The DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL explained that the section on page 2 entitled 

"Proposed Regular Programme and Budget Estimates" had been presented differently 

from the corresponding section of the Standing Committee's report so as to facilitate 

study of the text, but there had been no change of substance.

Decision; The section was approved .

The DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL drew attention to an amendment proposed by 

Dr van Zile Hyde to subsection (1) of the section entitled "Other Programmes with 

Cost Estimates" (page 3 of document EB25/WP/26). The amendment was to add at 

the end of the last sentence of subsection (1) the words "through voluntary 

contributions or through assessments'1, so that the amended paragraph would read:
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The Board wished to draw the attention of the Thirteenth World 
Health Assembly to this problem with a view to the Health Assembly 
' exploring ways and means of providing the necessary financing, through 
voluntary contributions or through assessments.

Mr WYATT, adviser to Dr van Zile Hyde, said that Dr Hyde felt the proposed 

amendment would not change the meaning substantially but would make it clearer.

It was hoped that voluntary contributions to the special accounts would be 

received, but all countries in the world were still faced by vast health problems 

and it was necessary to consider the extent to which programmes under the special 

accounts could be carried out. Although primary attention should be paid to 

voluntary contributions the World Health Assembly should, in the light of those 

still overwhelming health problems and the great success demonstrated by the 

Organization in meeting them, keep in mind the possibility of expanding the regular 

budget. It would be to the advantage of all to support in one way or the other 

the activities of the Director-General to ensure that his programmes could be 

carried out.

Dr METCALFE thought that the proposed amendment, instead of clarifying the 

meaning of the paragraph, would imply that the voluntary schemes should be abandoned 

and that $ 10 ООО 000 should be added to the regular budget. He was therefore 

strongly opposed to the addition of the words "or through assessments", and 

proposed instead that only the words "through voluntary contributions" be added.



Mr KUKAREKO agreed. That the Soviet Union attached great importance to the 

malaria eradication programme was shown by its contribution in kind to the Special 

Account to the value of one million roubles. That special account was essentially 

financed by voluntary contributions, and for that reason he supported Dr Metcalfe's 

amendment.

Dr HABERNOLL also supported the amendment proposed by Dr Metcalfe. It was 

unnecessary as yet to change the method of financing the special accounts, as it 

could still be hoped that voluntary contributions would be received.

Mr BRADY, alternate to Dr Hourihane, opposed the amendment proposed by 

Dr van Zile Hyde, which, he felt, sought to revoke a decision already taken. There 

was a fundamental distinction between the financing of the regular programme and 

that of the other programmes. The Constitution laid down that the contributions 

to the regular budget should be assessed in accordance with a fixed scale. The 

special accounts were to be financed by voluntary contributions or from other 

sources. The budget had been carefully examined and the sections relating to 

malaria, medical research and environmental sanitation accepted. No decision had 

been taken to increase the budget level in respect of those items either by the 

Standing Committee or by the Board. The proposed amendment would in effect recommend 

to the World Health Assembly that it should make further assessments for the special 

accounts and would transform the whole basis of those accounts. He would support 

Dr Metcalfe's amendment.
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Dr ABU SHAMMA fully endorsed that view.



Mr WYATT emphasized that the amendment proposed by Dr Hyde would not in itself 

charge the decision of the Board on the recommended budget level. It would merely 

suggest to the Health Assembly that it should consider all possible ways of financing 

the special accounts, and the Health Assembly would have to decide whether the 

voluntary contributions were sufficient or not. The feeling of the Board, however, 

seemed to be generally unsympathetic towards the proposal, and he would be inclined 

to withdraw it. Since he understood that it was not possible under the Rules of 

Procedure to do so, he hoped that the Board would reject Dr Metcalfe's amendment, 

and then deal with Dr Hyde's amendment as it saw fit.

The CHAIRMAN put to the vote the amendment proposed by Dr Metcalfe: to add 

the words "through voluntary contributions" at the end of the last sentence of 

subsection (l).

Decision: The amendment was adopted by 11 votes to one, with 3 abstentions.

Mr WYATT wished it to be recorded that, on behalf of Dr Hyde, he had voted

against the amendment.

Decision: The draft text of the first portion of Chapter V, as amended, was
adopted for inclusion in the report of the Board.

Form of Appropriation Resolution

The CHAIRMAN invited the Board to approve the form of the Appropriation 

Resolution for I96I as proposed in the second report of the Standing Committee 

on Administration and Finance (document EB25/72, page 6).

Decision: The form of the Appropriation Resolution for I96I was approved
without comment.
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6. APPOINTMENT OP REPRESENTATIVES OF THE BOARD AT THE THIRTEENTH WORLD HEALTH
ASSEMBLY: Item 6.3 of the Agenda

The DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL, having quoted in full Rule 42 of the Rules of 

Procedure of the Health Assembly, (Basic Documents, tenth edition, page 112) reminded 

the Board that its custom had been to nominate two representatives - the Chairman of 

the Board and the Chairman of the Standing Committee on Administration and Finance.

Dr ABU SHAMMA proposed the appointment of the Chairman of the Board and the 

Chairman of the Standing Committee.

Mr BRADY, alternate to Dr Hourihane, seconded the proposal.

The DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL suggested that the form of the resolution for the 

appointment of the Board representatives could be the same as usual, except that the 

first two paragraphs, concerning the report of the Board's representatives to the 

Twelfth World Health Assembly, would have to be approved at a later meeting; for, 

owing to the indisposition of one of the representatives, the report had not yet 

been made.

The last two paragraphs of the draft resolution might read:

The Executive Board
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APPOINTS Professor E. Aujaleu and Dr A. J. Metcalfe to represent 
the Board at the Thirteenth World Health Assembly; and

REQUESTS the Director-General to make suitable arrangements for 
the presentation of the Board's report by its representatives at the 
Thirteenth World Health Assembly.

It was so agreed. (For completion and adoption of resolution, see minutes 
of the nineteenth meeting, section 4.)

The CHAIRMAN, on behalf of Dr Metcalfe and himself, thanked the Board for its

confidence.
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7. APPOINTMENT OP AD HOC COMMITTEE TO CONSIDER THE REPORT OF THE EXTERNAL 
AUDITOR ON THE ACCOUNTS OF THE ORGANIZATION FOR 1959 PRIOR TO THE 
THIRTEENTH WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY: Item 9.5 of the Agenda (Document EB25/3)

The DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL recalled that, as the Board did not meet between 

the January session and the Health Assembly, it normally appointed a committee 

to study the External Auditor's report on its behalf, immediately before the 

Health Assembly. As a rule, the Committee consisted of the Board's two 

representatives at the Health Assembly and a third member.

Professor ETEMADIAN proposed that the usual practice be followed and that 

Dr Hourihane be appointed as the third member.

It was so agreed.

The DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL suggested that the committee meet on 2 May i960.

The CHAIRMAN submitted the following draft resolution:

The Executive Board,

Considering that there will not be a formal session of the Executive 
Board between the time of the receipt of the report of the External 
Auditor on the accounts of the Organization for the year 1959 and the 
date of the convening of the Thirteenth World Health Assembly; and

Considering the requirement that the comments, if any, of the 
Board on this report be made to the Thirteenth World Health Assembly,

ESTABLISHES an ad hoc committee of the Executive Board, consisting 
of: Professor E, Aujaleu, Dr J. D. Hourihane, and Dr A. J. Metcalfe, 
to meet on 2 May i960 to consider the report of the External Auditor on 
the accounts of the Organization for the year 1959» and to submit to 
the Thirteenth World Health Assembly, on behalf of the Board, such 
comments as it deems necessary.

Decision: The draft resolution was adopted (see resolution EB25.R60).
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8. DECISIONS OP THE UNITED NATIONS, SPECIALIZED AGENCIES AND THE INTERNATIONAL 
ATOMIC ENERGY AGENCY AFFECTING WHO’S ACTIVITIES: Item 10.1 of the Agenda 
(Documents EB25/19, EB25/30, EB25/59, EB25/62, EB25/62 Add.l and 
EB25/62 Corr.l; EB25/WP/25) (continued from the seventh meeting, section 1)

The DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL recalled that the Board had already dealt with 

administrative and financial decisions by the United Nations, specialized agencies 

and the International Atomic Energy Agency (document EB25/59)• He therefore 

suggested that the Board consider the review of the main decisions in document 

EB25/62, and the addendum concerning the International Development Association, 

with reference to the twenty-third report of the Administrative Committee on 

Co-ordination to the Economic and Social Council (document EB25/19) as appropriate. 

It might then proceed to review separately decisions of special concern to WHO, 

including the General Assembly resolution 1398 (XIV) on international encouragement 

of scientific researoh into the control of cancerous diseases and a draft 

resolution put forward by Dr Butrov in connexion with the resolution concerning 

general and complete disarmament adopted by the General Assembly of the United 

Nations at its fourteenth session.

It was so agreed.

Introducing a review of the main decisions of the United Nations, specialized 

agencies and IAEA affecting WHO's activities (documents EB25/62 and Add.l), the 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL called the Board's attention to the changes in the 

composition of the United Nations as a result of the attainment of independence 

by a number of trustee territories (section 1.1). The first decision was the 

resolution adopted by the General Assembly at its fourteenth session on general 

and complete disarmament. The text of the resolution was given in Annex I to



the document. The resolution had made history in the United Nations by being 

the first to be presented by all Members of the United Nations and to be adopted 

unanimously without a vote being necessary. The Director-General had referred to 

the resolution and its possible consequences in the Introduction to the Proposed 

Programme and Budget Estimates for I96I and the matter had been discussed at the 

Standing Committee on Administration and Finance. The Board might wish to leave 

the question aside until it came to discuss the draft resolution submitted by 

Dr Butrov.

It was so agreed.

The DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL then called the attention of the Board to the 

resolution on the effects of atomic radiations (section 1.3) in which the General 

Assembly, on the report of the United Nations Scientific Committee, had stressed 

the need for a wider knowledge of the possible genetic, biological and other 

effects of atomic radiations and asked WHO, in co-operation with other specialized 

agencies and IAEA, to facilitate the exchange of information and to consider 

arrangements for encouraging studies on those effects; to the resolutions on 

the Declaration of the Rights of the Child (section 1.4); on juvenile delinquency 

(section 1 .5); on low-cost housing (section 1 .6) and on technical assistance in 

narcotics control (section 1.7)> which the Board had seen in its discussion 

of the report of the Expert Committee on Addiction-Producing Drugs. The General 

Assembly of the United Nations had also adopted resolutions on international 

relations and exchanges in the field of education, science and culture (section 1.8) 

and expressed the hope that UNESCO would be able to submit the survey requested 

by the Economic and Social Council in 1958 to the i960 session of that body.

There was also a resolution on the development of scientific and technical
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co-operation and exchange of experience (section 1.9)* In a quite different field, 

the General Assembly had decided to extend for three years the mandate of the 

United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees (section I.10) with 

which WHO was in formal relations and which was represented at the current session 

of the Board as usual.

After a number of other resolutions, a second section of the document listed 

resolutions by the Economic and Social Council. In that connexion he called the 

Board's attention to Annex II, which contained a statement by the Director-General 

to the twenty-eighth session of the Economic and Social Council introducing WHO's 

report. Other resolutions listed dealt with concerted action, peaceful uses of 

atomic energy, the freedom-from-hunger campaign, and the world social situation.

Under the last mentioned, a resolution invited WHO to collect information from 

governments on the possibilities of supplying drugs and preventive medical 

preparations at a cost within the reach of low-income groups and to pay special 

attention to the matter in the preparation of its second report on the world health 

situation.

The Board had already dealt with the international control of narcotic drugs 

(seotion II.3) in its discussion of the relevant expert committee report.

A third section of the document enumerated decisions by the International 

Labour Organisation which showed that the ILO had continued its studies on 

occupational health services in places of employment; was considering the protection 

of workers against ionizing radiations; and had authorized the Director-General 

of ILO to establish in Geneva an international occupational safety and health 

information centre in co-operation with the International Social Security Association.
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Part IV contained a list of PAO resolutions concerning the free-the-world- 

from-hunger campaign and the strengthening of the Regional Office for Africa. The 

latter was of particular interest to WHO in the light of the two organizations' 

joint programmes on such matters as nutrition.

The fifth and last section gave an account of the preparations by IAEA of 

manual and codes of practice on health and safety for the protection of workers 

in atomic plants. It was the particular responsibility of the Agency, as a 

supplier of nuclear fuel, to establish such codes.

Tîie addendum gave information on the proposed establishment of the International 

Development Association by the International Bank for Reconstruction and Development. 

It was hoped that the new financing organization would be able to loan funds for 

activities not normally eligible for support from the International Bank, such as 

community water supply programmes.

There being no comments, the CHAIRMAN submitted the following draft resolution: 

The Executive Board

NOTES the report of the Director-General on the decisions of the
United Nations, the specialized agencies and the International Atomic
Energy Agency affecting the activities of WHO.

Decision: The resolution was adopted (see resolution EB25.R61).

Resolution of the United Nations General Assembly on Disarmament

The CHAIRMAN called the Board's attention to resolution 1378 (XIV), on general 

and complete disarmament, adopted by the General Assembly of the United Nations at 

its fourteenth session (document EB25/62, Annex l) and to the draft resolution 

submitted by Dr Butrov (see below).
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Mr KUKAREKO agreed with the Deputy Director-General that the resolution 

before the Board was unique in the history of the United Nations. In submitting 

the draft resolution, Dr Butrov wished to draw attention to the steps WHO might 

take in pursuit of its constitutional aim - the attainment by all peoples of the 

highest attainable standards of health - in the light of recent world events, and 

in particular of the General Assembly resolution,

In the Standing Committee on Administration and Finance, the Director-General 

had commented on the possibilities which might be opened up by general and complete 

disarmament. The document before the Board contained the text of the General 

Assembly resolution and, in section 1.2, reference to the action taken by the 

Executive Board of UNESCO.

The proposal on general and complete disarmament, brought before thy fourteenth 

session of the General Assembly by Mr Krushchev, had resulted in a joint Soviet/ 

United States draft resolution, to which all delegations had rallied. The Soviet 

people had particularly welcomed the United Nations decision on a subject vital to 

all countries since only general and complete disarmament could permit the solution 

of the world's problems - the strengthening of the peace, the raising of living 

standards, and the improving of health.

It would be noted that the action of the Executive Board of UNESCO, at its 

fifty-fifth session, had been taken on the basis of a proposal sponsored Jointly 

by Brazil, Sweden and Morocco.

The evils of the armaments race were self-evident. Never before had so many 

people, in so many countries, been diverted from constructive work - some hundred 

million workers, it was calculated. Annual expenditure on military objects by all 

countries was estimated at $ 100 ООО ООО 000 - enough to pay for ten million houses,
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fifty thousand schools, ten thousand hospitals. The expenditure on armaments, if 

diverted to useful channels, would speed up the rate of economic development and 

permit an enormous improvement in health. And if money were available for attack 

on a broad front against the traditional scourges of mankind, they could very soon 

be overcome. As for assistance to under-developed countries, only a small propor

tion of what was currently spent on armaments would suffice to open a new era for 

the economies of Asia, Africa and Latin America.

The Soviet Government had not waited for a general agreement, but early in 

January had proceeded to a further reduction of its armed forces by one-third, 

demobilizing 1 200 000 men, and cutting down armaments and military expenditure 

in general. It had appealed to all governments to follow its example in order to 

free their peoples from the financial burden of armaments and the threat of war*

The first effects of Soviet disarmament were already apparent: 1 800 000 000 

roubles, over and above the sums allotted for development in 1959 to 1965, were 

being earmarked for the development of public health institutions, the medical 

equipment industry research institutes, pilot plants, and pharmaceutical production.

At the international level WHO could not afford to stand aside from one of 

the most important developments of the present day, and the Board would certainly 

wish to recommend to the Thirteenth World Health Assembly that it express support 

of the United Nations resolution. In the light of those considerations, Dr Butrov 

proposed the following draft resolution:

The Executive Board,

I. Having considered the resolution on general and complete disarmament
unanimously adopted by the General Assembly of the United Nations at its 
fourteenth session on 20 November 1959#
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HIGHLY APPRECIATES the decision concerning general and complete 
disarmament taken at the fourteenth session of the General Assembly, 
in so far as the content of the General Assembly resolution corresponds 
to the purposes and aims of the World Health Organization;

Being convinced that the problem of general and complete disarmament 
is the most important problem facing mankind today; .

,  , . ■ •• *  :• . * : j  « . - • • • : '  “•. ;• ¿  • • •

Considering that the implementation of the United Nations resolution 
on general and complete disarmament marks a new stage in international 
relations and opens up wide opportunities for carrying out the main task 
of the World Health Organization as proclaimed in its Constitution - 
the attainment by all peoples of the highest possible level of health,

1. SUPPORTS with deep satisfaction the resolution on general and 
complete disarmament adopted at the fourteenth session of the United 
Nations General Assembly;^ , ; . . . :

2. RECOMMENDS that the Thirteenth World Health Assembly should:

(1) take all the necessary steps to promote the achievement of 
the aims set forth in the resolution on general and complete 
disarmament adopted at the fourteenth session of the General 
Assembly of the United Nations; >

(2) appeal to the governments i-f States Members of the World 
Health Organization to promote in every way the speediest possible 
achievement of general and complete disarmament;

(3) call upon the governments of all States Members of the 
World Health Organization to set aside a certain proportion of 
the funds released by the carrying out of general and complete 
disarmament for health needs and mainly for the taking of 
measures to control the most widespread diseases, which claim 
large numbers of human lives, and thus to promote economic, 
development, particularly in the economically under-developed 
countries;

J. REQUESTS the Director-General:

(l) to prepare a preliminary report concerning the measures, 
necessary in the under-developed countries to eradicate the 
most widespread human diseases, particularly such diseases as 
tuberculosis, malaria, smallpox, etc., and the material resources 
needed for this purpose in each country, and to present the 
report to the Thirteenth W^rld Health Assembly with a view to 
working out recommendations for possible action by States Members 
of the World Health Organization in this sphere In connexion 
with the practical implementation of general and complete 
disarmament;
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(2) to stndy the possibility of setting up international 
centres for scientific research for the purpose of concentrating 
the efforts of scientists in all countries on the solution of 
the most important problems of medicine (cancer, cardiovascular 
diseases, etc.) and also of financing these measures from the 
funds which will be released by the carrying out of general and 
complete disarmament, and to present a report on this question 
to the Thirteenth World Health Assembly.

The CHAIRMAN thanked Mr Kukareko, but reminded him that members of the Board 

acted in a personal capacity and not as representatives of their governments.

The Board had been appointed to watch over the interests of the Organization as 

a whole, and members should endeavour to forget as far as possible their national 

backgrounds.

Mr KUKAREKO said that his statement had been made on behalf of Dr Butrov, and
V ,  - -* j .

not on behalf of his government.

Dr METCALFE considered that disarmament was not one of the Board's preoccupa

tions. Referring to paragraph 2 of the draft resolution, he pointed out that 

it would be difficult for the Director-General to report on and study the items 

listed unless he had funds in hand to finance them, or at least spucific promisus of 

those funds. In view of the length of time for which disarmament had been discussed 

in the past, it was unlikely that the Director-General wjuld have any accurate 

information on the funds released in time to report to the Thirteenth World Health 

Assembly.

Dr van Zile HYDE said that all agreed on the desirability of disarmament and 

the benefits to be expected of it, but, as the Chairman and Dr Metcalfe had pointed 

out, the Board was not the proper forum for the discussion of a political question.
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That was a matter for the United Nations and for governments. The IAEA, also a 

technical body, had taken that stand and decided that it would not be proper for 

the Agency to adopt a resolution on the subject. The same considerations applied 

to the Board, which would do well to follow that example, .......

As regards the task which would devolve on the Director-General under the

draft resolution, he considered that, in view of the difficulties experienced

. . - '■ ‘I;. \ i'’..; - „1 •
in estimating the total cost of the malaria eradication programme, it would be

too much to expect the assessment required of the Director-General in paragraph 3 (l).

Paragraph 3 (2) of the draft resolution recommended the setting up of inter

national research centres*' In that connexion, he recalled that WHO had long 

abandoned the idea.» end by & poj.,icy .dec4.eion had itself in favour

of stimulating research through national institutes (resolution WHA2.19).

Reverting to the United Nations resolution, he pointed out that the report

of the Standing Committee on Administration and Finance showed that the United

. rí.; í : -Г*;.. ' ■' -'i. г': “г..--
Nations resolution had been one of the factors taken into account in its considera

tion of the broad financial implications for governments of the Director-General's 

proposed effective working budget (EB25/72, pages 121-122) as it concerned-future

>■■■■•> T  : , }  r \ , ■ . f  • *  . -  • • ,■*? . . . . .  . . ■ \ t if 'V ■ \  " . ' v , v '  •' 4 , •» 1 • . • . * • t"  '•

years, so that the matter had already been satisfactorily 'treated. Por those 

reasons, he proposed the following draft resolution:

The Executive Board,

• • •' . . ■ ‘ - "  4 ' i
Having been presented with a proposal on the subject of disarmament,

1. NOTES that the issues raised by this proposal are now under discussion 
in appropriate forums; and

2. DECIDES that these circumstances make it undesirable to adopt any 
substantive resolution on the subject at this time.
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Dr PENIDO agreed with previous speakers, but felt that the Board should not 

miss an opportunity of bringing home to governments the points raised in its 

meetings* and particularly lack of funds for the Organization's major programmes. 

He therefore proposed the following draft resolution:

The Executive Board,

Having considered the resolution on general and complete disarmament 
unanimously adopted by the General Assembly of the United Nations at its 
fourteenth session on 20 November 1959;

Appreciating the above decision in so far as its content relates to 
the purposes and aims of the World Health Organization; and

Considering that the implementation of the United Nations resolution 
on general and complete disarmament would mark a new stage in international 
relations and open up wide opportunities for carrying out the main task 
of the World Health Organization as proclaimed in its Constitution - the 
attainment by all peoples of the highest possible level of health,

RECOMMENDS that the Thirteenth World Health Assembly should:

CD appeal to the Member States of the World Health Organization, as 
and when they implement United Nations resolution 1378 (XIV), to devote 
part of the funds released to increase their health budget so as to 
improve the health of their population, mainly through the control of 
the most widespread diseases which claim large numbers of human lives, 
thus promoting economic development; and

(2) request the Director-General to be prepared to submit to the 
Executive Board, as soon as agreement has been achieved on general and 
complete disarmament, proposals fcr the utilization of any resources 
released as a result of such an agreement to meet urgent world needs 
in the field of health.

Mr KUKAREKO, referring to Dr Hyde’s objections, pointed out that the purpose 

of Dr Butrov’s draft resolution was not to suggest that WHO take any steps to 

bring about disarmament, which he agreed was a matter for the United Nations, but 

to enable the Board to express unanimous approval of the United Nations action, as 

UNESCO# also a specialized agency, had already done. On the programme side, its



aim was to enable the Thirteenth World Health Assembly to say what health measures 

could be financed from funds freed by disarmament. That being so, it was difficult 

to find any political implications in the draft resolution.

On the question of whether or not the Board should express approval of the 

United Nations action, he felt that humanitarian organizations like WHO should 

not stand aside on such a question: WHO should not be less ready than UNESCO to 

express its approval.

For those reasons he could not share Dr van Zile Hyde's views. He would 

reserve his position in regard to Dr Penido's draft resolution until he had had 

time to study the text.

Dr CHATTY said that the United Nations resolution would be appreciated by 

all genuine lovers of peace. It was for that reason that* at first sight, he 

considered that a resolution emanating from the Board would be of some value. 

However, as the first of the draft resolutions had been distributed only that 

morning, he proposed the postponement of further discussion until members of the 

Board had had time to study the texts.

It was so agreed. (See minutes of the eighteenth meeting, section 1.) 

Resolution of the United Nations General Assembly on Cancer Research

The CHAIRMAN invited discussion of the United Nations resolution on 

international encouragement of scientific research into the control of cancerous 

diseases (resolution 1519 (XIV)), reproduced in document EB25/30.
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The DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL said that the resolution had been the subject 

of extensive discussions in the Third Committee of the General Assembly. After 

the text of the resolution, as finally approved, the document gave extracts from 

the report of the Third Committee to indicate what had been the atmosphere of 

the discussions. Paragraph 15 contained a summary of statements by the WHO 

representative. At the end of the document was an excerpt from the report of 

the Fifth Committee, indicating that the Secretary-General would present suggestions 

for alternative methods of financing the awards to the General Assembly at its 

fifteenth session.

With regard to paragraph 3 of the resolution, which referred to WHO co

operation with the International Union against Cancer, the Board was certainly 

aware that the Union had been admitted to official relations in November 19^8 

and confirmed in them at the sixth, thirteenth, seventeenth, and twenty-first 

sessions of the Board.

The CHAIRMAN invited Dr Anna Dux, representing the International Union against 

Cancer, to address the Board.

Dr DUX (International Union against Cancer) said that she had been authorized 

to express the Union’s readiness to co-opçrate with WHO in whatever way requested»

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL informed the Board that he viewed with great concern 

recent happenings in the General Assembly of the United Nations. The resolution 

before the Board was the second in two years that had dealt with a specifically 

health problem. The first had contained a recommendation only, but the second 

faced the Organization with a fait accompli.



аз - ЕВ25/Юл/17 Rev.l

Moreover, as had been recognized by a number of delegations in the General 

Assembly, it was difficult to understand why cancer had been chosen as the subject 

for an award; there were other important diseases. Mortality statistics showed 

that cancer was not necessarily the most important cause of death, even in highly 

developed countries. At the intergovernmental level, $ 100 000 was a considerable 

sum to set aside as a reward for individual research rather than as support for 

a programme. Countries which could afford to finance a cancer research programme 

could afford tó offer their own prizes. The award to be offered by the United 

Nations could not be compared with the Léon Bernard and Darling prizes, which were 

of an entirely different significance and carried with them only a token sum of 

money. Knowing the varying interests of his own profession, he could not believe 

that the United Nations would be allowed to stop at an award for research on cancer; 

it would have to offer awards for work on, for instance, cardiovascular diseases, 

which were the most important cause of death in the more developed countries; and 

having concerned itself with that, it surely could not stop there but would have 

to consider awards for work on those diseases, such as bilharaiasis and tuberculosis, 

which were great problems in the under-developed countries. He did not, however, 

wish to lay too much stress on that aspect of the matter.

It should be noted that the proposal emanated from one of the Organization's 

own inactive Members which had not availed itself of the facilities offered it by 

the Ninth World Health Assembly to resume active participation in the work of the 

Organization.

Of the resolution itself, paragraphs 2 and 3 deserved the Board's particular 

attention.
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Paragraph 2 invited WHO to consider, in co-operation with the United Nations, 

what further steps could be taken to encourage efforts in the control of cancerous 

diseases. WHO had been doing precisely that for the past ten years and, had enough 

attention been paid to the statement of his representative at the time of the 

debate, it would have been recognized that WHO was already doing all in its power.

The paragraph in question could very well be interpreted by those unacquainted 

with the background as a criticism of WHO.

Paragraph 3 invited the World Health Organization to seek the full support 

and scientific advice of the International Union against Cancer. The Organization’s 

relationship with its non-governmental organizations was governed by the working 

principles laid down by the Health Assembly, and WHO was making the fullest possible 

use of such relations. He hoped that this paragraph would not create any difficulties 

in the fruitful relations which now existed between WHO and the non-governmental 

organizations.

Dr METCALFE agreed that to found a prize was not the best way to obtain 

results in research. He wondered whether that opinion could be put to the United 

Nations, as tactfully as possible, with the suggestion that the funds be applied 

to research, through the intermediary of WHO.

Mr KUKAREKO said he assumed that the General Assembly of the United Nations 

had authority to adopt such a resolution and that it had explored the question 

thoroughly before so doing. He therefore saw no need to react to that decision.

If he had not spoken earlier, that was because he fully shared the views of the 

General Assembly on the importance of the problem.



Referring to the origin of the proposal, he pointed out that although the 

government concerned was an inactive Member of WHO, it was a full Member of the 

United Nations and, as such, was within its rights in proposing a resolution on 

any subject covered by the Charter of the United Nations.

Dr CHATTY said he shared the views of Dr Metcalfe and the concern of the 

Director-General. He therefore proposed that a draft resolution be drawn up 

by the Rapporteurs on the basis of the Director-General's comments.

Dr MUNOZ-PUGIISEVICH also agreed with the Director-General that if the 

present trend continued, there would come a time when WHO would no longer have 

any mandate to fulfil.

Each of the specialized agencies had been set up with a specific task, and, 

as technical bodies, they had a rather different approach. He joined Dr Metcalfe 

in suggesting that the Board should convey to the United Nations its opinion that 

it could best approach technical problems through the competent specialized agency.

The CHAIRMAN expressed his personal appreciation of the vigour with which the 

Director-General defended tbe Organization when its interests were art stake.

Noting that there was a proposal for accepting the United Nations resolution 

without comment on its more unusual aspects, and another for stating the Board's 

position along the lines of the Director-General’s comments, he suggested that 

the rapporteurs prepare a draft resolution embodying the Director-General's comments, 

as a basis for further discussion.

It was so agreed. (See minutes of the nineteenth meeting, section 3.)
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The meeting rCse at 5.30 p.m.



Members submitting corrections to provisional minutes which they receive 
after the close of the session are kindly requested to do so by return of post, 
in order that the definitive minutes may be sent to Member States as soon as 
possible. Such corrections should be addressed to Chief Editor, Official Records, 
World Health Organization, Palais des Nations, Geneva, Switzerland.
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1. PRELIMINARY СДОЗШЕВДТЮК OF POSSIBILITES OF REDUCING LENGTH OF WORLD 
HEALTH ASSEr-SLIESs Itera 6.1 of the Agenda (Resolution WHA12.38j 
Document EB25/69) (continued)

EB25 Лап/17
page 4

Dr DOROLLS, Deputy Director-General, read the following draft resolution 

prepared by the Rapporteurs:

The Executive Board,

Having considered the report of the Director-General on his study 
of the possibilities of reducing the length of World Health Assemblies,

TRANSMITS the report of the Director-General, together with the 
minutes of the discussions on the subject, to the Thirteenth World Health 
Assembly.

Decision; The draft resolution was adopted (see resolution EB25.R56).

2. AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION (INCREASE IN THE MEMBERSHIP OF THE EXECUTIVE 
BOARD) - REPORT ON GOVERNMENTS WHICH HAVE ACCEPTED THE AMENDMENTS; Itetn 7.1 
of the Agenda (Resolution VJHA12.43 ¡ Document EB25/68) (resumed)

The DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL read the following draft resolution prepared 
by the Rapporteurs:

The Executive Board,

Recalling resolution 1Щ 12,43 of the World Health Assembly amending 
Articles 24 and 25 of the Constitution in order to increase the membership 
of the Executive Board from eighteen to twenty-four,

1. URGES Members to take the necessary steps to accept the amendments;

2. REQUESTS the Director-General to report to the Thirteenth World 
Health Assembly on the situation at that time.

Decision; The draft resolution was adopted (see resolution EB25.R57).
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3, SPECIAL FUND OF THE UNITED NATIONS: Item 10.2 of the Agenda
(Resolution WHA12,51; Document EB25/52 and EB25/52 Add.l)

The DEPUTY D ШЕСТ OR-GENERAL recalled that the Twelfth World Health Assembly 

had considered the report of the Director-General and the recommendations of the 

Board on the establishment of the Special Fund by the General Assembly of the 

United Nations, The Health Assembly had adopted resolution WHA12.51, which 

delegated to the Executive Board the authority to act on behalf of the Health 

Assembly concerning ary question related to the Special Fund; and authorized the 

Director-General to co-operate with the Special Fund and to enter into working 

arrangements for the provision of services and the execution of health projects,

The development of the Special Fund was outlined in document EB25/52. The 

present policy of the Fund was to lay emphasis on projects which would demonstrate 

the wealth-producing potential of unsurveyed resources, on major training and 

research institutes, on surveys of limited cost likely to lead to early investment, 

and also on pre-investment surveys which might take the form of preliminary 

engineering and feasibility reports. Research was supported only when it was 

sufficiently advanced as to be near the point of practical use; because of its 

limited resources the Special Fund did not support basic research. In that 

connexion a statement by the Managing Director of the Special Fund, before the 

Fourteenth United Nations General Assembly, was attached to document EB25/52 as 

Annex I,

In the debate on the Fund>s report at the Fourteenth General Assembly, 

attention had been called to the close relationship between social and economic 

development. It had been suggested that such social categories of development as 

the eradication of endemic diseases, safe water supply and adequate housing bore an 

intimate relation to economic progress and should be supported by the Fund,



The current programme of the Special Fund included forty-four projects which 

had been approved and which were listed in Annex II to document 15325/52*

P a rticu la r  a tten tio n  was drawn to  section  3 of the rep ort, "Sp ecial Fund and Health 

P r o je c ts " ,

It would be noted that none of the projects so far approved was a health 

project. However, a number of the projects had distinct health implications. 

Efforts had been pursued in order that the health aspect of those projects be 

taken into due considsrat-ion. The attention of the Managing Director of the 

Special Fund, the Governing С ounc and the Economic and Social Council had been 

called to the need not only of supporting health programmes but also of examining 

other projects assisted by the Fund against the background of their health 

implications,

In addition the Director-General had transmitted resolution WHA12048 on 

environmental sanitation to the Managing Director of the Special Fund and had 

drawn his attention to part V of the resolution, which invited all multilateral 

and bilateral agencies having an interest in the development of community water 

supplies to join with W O  in cariying out a global programme in that field.

Reference was made in document EB25/52 to consultations which had taken place 

with FAO and UNESCO as executing agencies in order to provide them with technical 

advice in respect of health aspects of the irrigation and water management projects 

which those agencies had been entrusted to carry out.

Mention was also made of a request presented by one government for support in 

paragonimiasis and clonorchiasis control pilot projects, which had not been 

accepted by the Special Fund because of its policy to support only research which 

was nearing the point of productions

EB25/ívIin/l7
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In his report to the Twelfth World Health Assembly the Director-General had 

emphasized that the participation of the Special Fund in the health field would 

primarily depend upon governments and their decision to include health aspects in 

their requests or to formulate separate health projects. On their side, WHO 

headquarters, regional offices and field staff had been carefully following the 

development of the Special Fund, its policy and procedure, so that the 

Organization was ready to extend assistance to governments at any time in planning, 

presenting and carrying out health projects which might be supported by the Fund. 

The subject of the establishment of the Special Fund had also been placed on the 

agenda of the regional committees at their last sessions held in 

September/October 1959.

If, as was hoped, the Special Fund would in the near future be considering 

the approval of projects for which WHO would be the executing agency, the 

relationship between the Special Fund and the Organization must be defined* 

Document EB25/52 Add.l contained the text of the draft standard agreement which 

the Director-General was suggesting to the Managing Director of the Special Fund, 

The document was submitted for the information of the Board and it was not 

necessary for it to take any action on the draft agreement since it was still 

under discussion between the Managing Director and the Director-General* Any 

comments which the Board might wish to make would, however, be of great assistance 

to the Director-General in his negotiations,



Mr KUKAREKOj Adviser to Professor Zhdanov, said that any funds at the disposal 

of WHO from the Special Fund, and the Special Fund itself, should be used to the 

extent available for activities in under-developed countries, inoluding the 

establishment of health services and the training of public health personnel.

He considered that, in order to make the best possible use of the funds available 

for health services, the administrative expenditure of the Special Fund should be 

reduced as far as possible. The Soviet Union had supported the formation of the 

United Nations Special Fund and had contributed four million roubles to it for I960.

The DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL said that it was hoped that the Special Fund 

could be used for health projects of direct use to under-developed countries.

It was not, however, within the canpetence of the Board to influence the admini

strative expenditure of the Special Fund.

Dr CHATTY expressed his appreciation of the DLrector-pGeneral's report on 

the Special Fund. While approval of the agreement in detail could only come 

after a close study of its provisions, he was in general ready to accept the draft 

standard agreement as presented in document EB25/52 Add.l.

The CHAIRMAN submitted the following draft resolution for the consideration 

of the Board;

The Executive Board

NOTES the report of the Director-General on the Special Fund of

the United Nations.
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Decision: The draft resolution was adopted (see resolution EB25.R58).



4. IMPLEMENTATION OF RESOLUTIONS 665 С (XXIV)üND 694 D (XXVI) OF THE ECONOMIC
AND SOCIAL COUNCIL: ffiOGRAMME APPRAISALS - REPORT Ш ACTION TAKEN:
Item 10,3 of the Agenda (Resolution EB23.R74; Document EB25/4)

The DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL introduced document EB25/4, which contained, for 

the information of the Executive Board, the appraisal of the WHO 1959-64 programme, 

prepared in accordance with resolutions WHA11,43 and EB23.R74* At the request 

of the special committee of five established by the Economic and Social Council to 

prepare the consolidated appraisal report on the activities of the United Nations 

and the specialized agencies, the appraisal of the WHO programme had been trans

mitted to the Secretary-General of the United Nations in November 1959 for the use 

of the Committee, In line with the decision taken by the Committee, in consult

ation with the agencies concerned, the appraisal had been prepared on a problem- 

approach basis.

The introduction to the appraisal defined the terms of reference of the 

World Health Organization, its organizational structure and methods of work, 

machinery for programming and co-ordination with other agencies, in order to 

acquaint the reader with the structure of WHO.

Part 1 of the WHO appraisal dealt with national problems in the field of 

health and WHO efforts to help meet them* problems based on environmental factors 

(physical-biological, economic and social); the infrastructure, i.e, public health 

administration; and problems connected with structure of population.

Part 2 dealt with international problems of public health, the international 

spread of disease ; international health statistics ; biological standardization; 

addiction-producing drugs ; pharmaceutical standards and nomenclature; and 

planning, stimulation and co-ordination of research.
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Part 3 of the appraisal described the financial trends of the Organization, 

which the committee preparing the consolidated appraisal report would have to 

integrate with the trends indicated by the other specialized agencies.

The appraisal of the WHO programme 1959-64 did not overlap or replace the 

Organization’s general programme of work for a specific period, and the Organiza

tion was in no way bound by the predictions made. Any comments or criticisms by 

the Board would be of great assistance when the consolidated appraisal report was 

being prepared.

The CHAIRMAN said that the report was most interesting and informative.

He submitted the following draft resolution for the approval of the Board:

The Executive Board,

Considering resolutions WHAll-,43 of the Eleventh World Health 

Assenbly and EB23.R74 of the twenty-third session of the Executive Board,

NOTES the appraisal of the programme of the World Health Organization 

for the period !j.959-64 prepared by the Director-General and transmitted by 

him to the Secretary-General of the United Nations for inclusion in the 

consolidated report requested by resolutions 665 С (XXIV) and 694 D (XXVI) 

of the Economic and Social Council.
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Decision: The draft resolution was adopted (see resolution EB25.R59).
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5, REVIEW OP THE PROFOSED PROGRAMME AND BUDGET ESTIPITES POR I9ÓI:
Item 3>2 of the Agenda (Official Records No. 97 j Resolution EB24.R5;
Documents EB25/65, EB25/72 and EB25/iP/26) (continued)

Draft text of first portion of Chapter V of the Boards report

The DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL introduced the draft text (document ЕВ25ДГР/26) 

which was proposed by the Rapporteurs and the informal drafting group to replace 

the first part of Chapter V of the First Report of the Standing Committee on 

Administration and Finance, concerning matters to be considered by the Board in 

accordance with resolution WHA.5.62 of the Fifth World Health Assembly.

The CHAIRMAN asked whether the proposed redraft of the Introduction to Part I 

of Chapter V reflected the viewe of the Board in regard to both substance and 

drafting.

It was so agreed.

The DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL explained that the section on page 2 entitled 

"Proposed Regular Programme and Budget Estimates" had been presented differently 

so as to facilitato study of the text, but there had been no change of substance.

The CHAIRMAN asked whether the Board could agree to accept the change in 

presentation.

It was so agreed.

The DEPUTY DIRECTORY-GENERAL drew attention to an amendment proposed by 

Dr van Zile Hyde to paragraph (l) of the section entitled "Other Programmes vith 

Cost Estimates" (page 3 of document ЕВ25/̂ Р/2б). The amendment was to add at 

the end of the last sentence of paragraph (l) the words "through voluntary 

contributions or through assessments", so that the amended paragraph would read:
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The Board wished to draw the attention of the Thirteenth World 
Health Assembly to this problem with a view to the Health Assembly 
exploring ways and means of providing the necessary financing, through 
voluntary contributions or through assessments.

Mr WYATT, adviser to Dr van Zile Hyde, said that Dr Hyde felt the proposed 

amendment would not change the meaning substantially but would make it clearer.

It was hoped that voluntary contributions to the special accounts would be 

received, but all countries in the world were still faced by vast health problems 

and it was necessary to consider the extent to which programmes under the special 

accounts could be carried out. Although primary attention should be paid to 

voluntary contributions the World Health Assembly should, in the light of those 

still overwhelming health problems and the great success demonstrated by the 

Organization in meeting them, keep in mind the possibility of expanding the 

regular budget. It would be to the advantage of all to support in one way 

or the other the activities of the Director-General to ensure that his programmes 

could be carried out.

Dr M3TCALFE suggested that the proposed amendment did not clarify the meaning 

of the paragraph but would imply that the voluntary schemes should be abandoned 

and that ¿ 10 ООО ООО should be added to the regular budget. He would therefore 

be strongly opposed to the addition of the phrase proposed by Dr Hyde, and 

proposed instead that it be amended to read "through voluntary contributions".



Mr KUKAREKO, adviser to Professor Zhdanov, supported that proposal. That the 

Soviet Union attached great importance to the malaria eradication programme was 

shown by its contribution in kind to the Special Account to the value of one million 

roubles. That special account was essentially financed by voluntaiy contributions, 

and for that reason he supported Dr Metcalfe's amendment.

Dr HABERNOLL also supported the amendment proposed by Dr Metcalfe. It was 

unnecessary as yet to change the method of financing the special accounts, p. s  it could 

still be hoped that voluntary contributions would be received.

Mr BRADY, alternate to Dr Hourihane, opposed the amendment proposed by 

Dr van Zile Hyde which, he felt, sought to revoke a decision which had already been 

taken. There was a fundamental distinction between the financing of the regular 

budget and that of the other programmes. The Constitution laid down that the 

contributions to the regular budget should be assessed in accordance with a fixed 

scale. The special accounts were to be financed by voluntary contributions or from 

other sources. The budget had been carefully examined and the sections relating to 

malaria, medical research and environmental sanitation accepted. No decision had 

been taken to increase the budget level in respect of those items either by the 

Standing Committee or by the Board. The proposed amendment would in effect recommend 

to the World Health Assembly that it should make further assessments for the special 

accounts and would transform the whole basis of those accounts. He would support 

Dr Metcalfe is amendment.
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Dr ABU SHAMMA fully endorsed that view.



Mr WYATT emphasized, that the amendment proposed by Dr Hyde would not in itself 

change the decision of the Board on the recommended budget level. It would merely 

suggest to the Health Assembly that it should consider all possible ways of financing 

the special accounts, and the Health Assembly would have to decide as to whether the 

voluntary contributions were sufficient or not. The feeling of the Board, however, 

seemed to be generally unsympathetic towards the proposal, and he would be inclined 

to withdraw it. Since he understood that it was not possible under the Rules of 

Procedure to do so, he hoped that the Board would reject both Dr Hyde's and 

Dr Metcalfe's amendments.

The CHAIRMAN put to the vote the sub-amendment proposed by Dr Metcalfe, which 

would have the effect of adding the words "through voluntary contributions" at the 

end of the last sentence of paragraph (l).

Decision: Dr Metcalfe's amendment was adopted by 11 votes to one, with 3
abstentions.

Mr WYATT wished it to be recorded that, on behalf of Dr Hyde, he had voted 

against the amendment.

Decision: The draft text of the first portion of Chapter V, as amended, was
adopted for inclusion in the report of the Board.

Form of Appropriation Resolution

The CHAIRMAN invited the Board to approve the form of the Appropriation 

Resolution for 1961 as proposed in the second report of the Standing Committee on 

Administration and Finance (EB25/72, page 6).

Decision: The form of the Appropriation Resolution for 1961 was approved
without comment.
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6. APPOINTMENT OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE BOARD AT THE THIRTEENTH WORLD HEALTH
ASSEMBLY: Item 6.3 of the Agenda (Rule 42 of the Rules of Procedure of the
Health Assembly)

The DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL, having quoted in full Rule 42 of the Rules of 

Procedure of the Health Assembly, (Basic Documents, tenth edition, page 112) reminded 

the Board that its custom had been to nominate two representatives - the Chairman of 

the Board and the Chairman of the Standing Committee on Administration and Finance.

Dr ABU SHAMMA proposed the appointment of the Chairman of the Board and the 

Chairman of the Standing Committee.

№ BRADY, alternate to Dr Hourihane, seconded the proposal.

The DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL said that the form of the resolution for the 

appointment of the Board representatives would be the same as usual except that the 

first two operative paragraphs, concerning the report of the Board's representatives 

to the Twelfth World Health Assembly, would be submitted to the Board at a later 

meeting; owing to the indisposition of one of the representatives, the report had 

not yet been made.

The last two paragraphs of the draft resolution might read:

The Executive Board

APPOINTS Professor E, Aujaleu and Dr A % J, Metcalfe to represent 
the Board at the Thirteenth World Health Assembly; and

BEQUESTS the Director-General to make suitable arrangements for 
the presentation of the Board*s report by its representatives at the 
Thirteenth World Health Assembly,

It was so agreed.

The CHAIRMAN, on behalf of Dr Metcalfe and himself, thanked the Board for its 

confidence.
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7. APPOINTMENT OF AD КОС COMMITTEE OF THE ВОАШ TO CONSIDER TH3 REPORT OF 
THE EXTERNAL AUDITOR ON THE ACCOUNTS OF THE ORGANIZATION FCR 1959 PRIOR 
TO THE THIRTEENTH WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY: Item 9.5 of the Agenda 
(Document EB25/3)

The DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL pointed out that, as the Board did not meet 

between the January session and the Health Assembly, it normally appointed a 

committee to study the External Auditor's report on its behalf, immediately before 

the Health Assembly. As a rule, the committee consisted of the Board's two 

representatives to the Health Assembly and a third member.

Professor ETEMADIAN proposed that the usual practice be followed and that 

Dr Hourihane be appointed as the third member.

In reply to the CHAIRMAN, Dr HOURIHANE indicated his willingness to stand.

The DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL suggested that the committee meet on 2 May I960,

The CHAIRMA.N submitted the following draft resolution:

The Executive Board,

Considering that there will not be a formal session of the 
Executive Board between the time of the receipt of the report of the 
External Auditor on the accounts of the Organization for the year 1959 
and the date of the convening of the Thirteenth World Health Assembly; 
and

Considering the requirement that the comments, if any, of the 
Board on this report be made to the Thirteenth World Health Assembly*

ESTABLISHES an ad hoc committee of the Executive Board, 
consisting of: Professor E. Aujaleu, Dr J. D. Hourihane, and 
Dr A, J. Metcalfe, to meet on 2 May I960 to consider the report of 
the External Auditor on the accounts of the Organization for the 
year 1959, and to submit to the Thirteenth World Health Assembly, on 
behalf of the Board, such comments as it deems necessary.

Decision: The draft resolution was adopted (see resolution EB25.R60)
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8. DECISION OF THE UNITED NATIONS, SPECIALIZED AGENCIES AND THE INTERNATIOHAL 
ATOMIC ENERGY AGENCY AFFECTING WHO'S ACTIVITIES: Item 10.1 of the Agenda 
(Documents EB25/19, EB25/30, EB25/59, EB25/62 Add.l and Corr.l and 
EB25/WP/25) (continued)

The DEPUTY DIEECTŒ.-GENERAL recalled that the Board had already dealt with 

administrative and financial decisions by the United Nations, specialized agencies 

and the International Atomic Energy Agency on a previous occasion (document EB25/59). 

He therefore suggested that the Board consider the review of the main decisions in 

document EB25/62, and the addendum concerning the International Development 

Association, with reference to the twenty-third report of the Administrative 

Committee on Co-ordination to the Economic and Social Council (document EB25/19) 

as appropriate. It might then proceed to review separately decisions of special 

concern to WHO, including the General Assembly resolution 1398 (XIV) on international 

encouragement of scientific research into the control of cancerous diseases and a 

draft resolution put forward by Dr Butrov in connexion with the resolution concerning 

general and complete disarmament adopted by the General Assembly of the United 

Nations at its fourteenth session.

It was so agreed.

Introducing a review of the main decisions of the United Nations, specialized 

agencies and IAEA affecting WHO's activities (EB25/62 and Add.l), the DEPUTY 

DIRECTOR-GENERAL called the Board's attention to the changes in the composition of 

the United Nations as a result of the attainment of independence by a number of 

trustee territories (section 1,1). The first decision was the resolution adopted 

by the General Assembly at its fourteenth session on general and complete 

disarmament. The text of the resolution was given in Annex I to the document.



The resolution had made history in the United Nations by being the first to be 

presented by all Members of the United Nations and to be adopted unanimously without 

a vote being necessary. The Director-General had referred to the resolution and 

its possible consequences in the Introduction to the Proposed Programme and Budget 

Estimates for 1961 and the matter had been discussed at the Standing Committee on 

Administration and Finance. The Board might wish to leave the question aside until 

it came to discuss the draft resolution submitted by Dr Butrov.

It was so agreed.

The DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL then called the attention of the Board to the 

resolution on the effects of atomic radiations (section 1.3) in which the General 

Assembly, on the report of the United Nations Scientific Committee, had stressed the 

need for a wider knowledge of the possible genetic, biological and other effects of 

atomic radiations and asked WHO, in co-operation with other specialized agencies and 

IAEA, to facilitate the exchange of information and to consider arrangements for 

encouraging studies on those effectsj to the resolutions on the Declaration of the 

Rights of the Child (section 1.4); on juvenile delinquency (section 1.5)j on 

low-cost housing (section 1 ,6) and on technical assistance in narcotics control 

(section 1,7) which the Board had seen in the course of its discussions on narcotics. 

The General Assembly of the United Nations had also adopted resolutions on inter

national relations and exchanges in the field of education, science and culture 

(section 1,8) and expressed the hope that UNESCO would be able to submit the survey 

requested by the Economic and Social Council in 1958 to the I960 session of that body. 

There was also a resolution on the development of scientific and technical 

co-operation and exchange of experience (section 1,9). In a quite different field,
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the General Assembly had decided to extend for three years the mandate of the 

United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees (section I.10) with 

which WHO was in formal relations and which was represented at the current session 

of the Board as usual.

After a number of other resolutions, a second section of the document listed 

resolutions by the Economic and Social Council. In that connexion he called the 

Board's attention to Annex II, which contained a statement by the Director-General 

to the twenty-eighth session of the Economic and Social Council introducing WHO's 

report. Other resolutions listed concerned concerted action, peaceful uses of 

atomic energy, the freedom-from-hunger campaign, and the world social situation.

Under the last mentioned, a resolution invited WHO to collect information from 

governments on the possibilities of supplying drugs and preventive medical 

preparations at a cost within the reach of low-income groups and to pay special 

attention to the matter in the preparation of its second report on the world health 

situation.

The Board had already dealt with the international control of narcotic drugs 

(section 11,3) in its discussion of the relevant expert committee report,

A third section of the document enumerated decisions by the International 

Labour Organisation which showed that the ILO had continued its studies on occupa

tional health services in places of employment; was considering the protection of 

workers against ionizing radiations; and had authorized the Director-General of 

ILO to establish in Geneva an international occupational safety and health information 

centre in co-operation with the International Social Security Association.
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Part IV contained a list of FLO resolutions concerning the free-the-world- 

from-hunger campaign and the strengthening of the Regional Office for Africa. The 

latter was of particular interest to WHO in the light of the two organization's 

joint programmes on such matters as nutrition.

The fifth and last section gave an account of the preparations by IAEA of 

manuals and codes of practice on health and safety for the protection of workers 

in atomic plants. It was the particular responsibility of the Agency, as a 

supplier of nuclear fuel, to establish such codes.

The addendum gave information on the proposed establishment of the International 

Development Association by the International Bank for Reconstruction and Development. 

It was hoped that the new financing organization would be able to loan funds for 

activities not normally eligible for support from the International Bank, such as 

community water supply programmes.

There being no coienents, the CHAIRMAN submitted the following draft 

resolution:

The Executive Board

NOTES the report of the Director-General on the decisions of
the United Nations, the specialized agencies and the-International
Atomic Energy Agency affecting the activities of WHO.

Decision: The resolution was adopted (see resolution EB25«R6l)•

The CHAIRMAN called the Board's attention to resolution 1373 (XIV), on general 

and complete disarmament, adopted by the General Assembly of the United Nations at 

its fourteenth session (document EB25/62, Annex 1) and to the draft resolution 

submitted by Dr Butrov (see below).
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Mr KUKAREKO, adviser to Professor Zhdanov, agreed with the Deputy Director- 

General that the resolution before the Board was unique in the history of the 

United Nations. In submitting the draft resolution, Dr Butrov wished to draw 

attention to the steps WHO might take in pursuit of its constitutional aim - the 

attainment by all proples of the highest attainable standards of health - in the 

light of recent world events, and in particular of the General Assembly resolution,• *

At the Standing Committee on Administration and Finance, the Director-General 

had commented on the possibilities which might be opened up by general and complete 

disarmament. The document before the Board contained a text of the General Assembly 

resolution and, in section 1,2, reference to the action taken by the Executive 

Board of UNESCO.

The proposal on general and complete disarmament, brought before the fourteenth 

session of the General Assembly by Mr Khrushchev, had resulted in a joint Soviet/ 

United States draft resolution, to which all delegations had rallied. The Soviet 

people had particularly welcomed the United Nations decision on a subject vital to 

all countries, since only general and complete disarmament could permit the solution 

of the world's problems - the strengthening of the peace, the raising of living 

standards, and the improving of health.

It would be noted that the action of the Executive Board of UNESCO, at its 

fifty-fifth session, had been taken on the basis of a proposal sponsored jointly 

by Brazil, Sweden and Morocco.

The evils of the armaments race were self-evident, Never before had so many 

people, in so many countries, been diverted from constructive work - some hundred 

million workers, it was calculated. Annual expenditure on military objects by all 

countries was estimated at $ 100 ООО ООО 000 - enough to pay for ten million houses,
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fifty thousand schools, ten thousand hospitals. The expenditure on armaments, if 

diverted to useful channels, would speed up the rate of economic development and 

permit an enormous improvement in health. And if money were available for attack 

on a broad front against the traditional scourges of mankind, they could very soon 

be overcome. As for assistance to under-developed countries, only a small propor

tion of what was currently spent on armaments would suffice to open a new era for 

the economies of Asia, Africa and Latin America.

The Soviet Government had not waited for a general agreement, but early in 

January had proceeded to a further reduction of its armed forces by one-third, 

demobilizing 1 200 000 men, and cutting down armaments and military expenditure 

in general. It had appealed to all governments to follow its example in order to 

free their peoples from the financial burden of armaments and the threat of war.

The first effects of Soviet disarmament were already apparent: 1 800 000 000 

roubles, over and above the sums allotted for development in 1959 to 1965, were 

being earmarked for the development of public health institutions, the medical 

equipment industry research institutes, pilot plants, and pharmaceutical production.

At the international level WHO could not afford to stand aside from one of 

the most important developments of the present day, and the Board would certainly 

wish to recommend to the Thirteenth World Health Assembly that it express support 

of the United Nations resolution. In the light of those considerations, Dr Butrov 

proposed the following draft resolution:

The Executive Board,

I. Having considered the resolution on general and complete disarmament
unanimously adopted by the General Assembly of the United Nations at its 
fourteenth session on 20 November 1959.,
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II.

HIGHLY APPRECIATES the decision concerning general and complete 
disarmament taken at the fourteenth session of the General Assembly, 
in so far as the content of the General Assembly resolution corresponds 
to the purposes and aims cf the World Health Organization;

Being convinced that the problem of general and complete disarmament 
is the most important problem facing mankind today;

Considering that the implementation of the United Nations resolution 
on general and complete disarmament marks a new stage in international 
relations and opens up wide opportunities for carrying out the main task 
of the World Health Organization as proclaimed in its Constitution - 
the attainment by all peoples of the highest possible level of health,

1. SUPPORTS with deep satisfaction the resolution on general and 
complete disarmament adopted at the fourteenth session of the United 
Nations General Assembly;

2. RECOMMENDS that the Thirteenth World Health Assembly should:

(1) take all the necessary steps to promote the achievement of 
the aims set forth in the resolution on general and complete 
disarmament adopted at the fourteenth session of the General 
Assembly of the United Nations;

(2) appeal to the governments of States Members of the World 
Health Organization to promote in every way the speediest possible 
achievement of general and complete disarmament;

(3 ) call upon the governments of all States Members of the 
World Health Organization to set aside a certain proportion of 
the funds released by the carrying out of general and complete 
disarmament for health needs and mainly for the taking of 
measures to control the most widespread diseases, which claim 
large numbers of human lives, and thus to promote economic 
development, particularly in the economically under-developed 
countries;

3» REQUESTS the Director-General:

(l) to prepare a preliminary report concerning the measures 
necessary in the under-developed countries to eradicate the 
most widespread human diseases, particularly such diseases as 
tuberculosis, malaria, smallpox, etc., and the material resources 
needed for this purpose In each country, and to present the 
report to the Thirteenth World Health Assembly with a view to 
working out recommendations for possible action by States Members 
of the World Health Organization in this sphere in connexion 
with the practical implementation of general and complete 
disarmament;
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(2) to study the possibility of setting up international 
centres for scientific research for the purpose of concentrating 
the efforts of scientists in all countries on the solution of 
the most important problems of medicine (cancer, cardiovascular 
diseases, etc.) and also of financing these measures from the 
funds which will be released by the carrying out of general and 
complete disarmament, and to present a report on this question 
to the Thirteenth World Health Assembly.

The CHAIRMAN thanked Mr Kukareko, but reminded him that members of the Board 

acted in a personal capacity and not as representatives of their governments.

The Board had been appointed to watch over the interests of the Organization as 

a whole, and members should endeavour to forget as far as possible their national 

backgrounds.

Mr KUKAREKO said that his statement had been made on behalf of Dr Butrov, and 

not on behalf of his government.

Dr METCALFE considered that disarmament was not one of the Board's preoccupa

tions. Referring to paragraph of 'the draft resolution, he pointed out that 

it would be difficult for the Director-General to report on and study the items 

listed unless he had funds in hand to finance them, or at least specific promisse of 

those funds. In view of the length of time for which disarmament had been discussed 

in the past, it was unlikely that the Director-General would have any accurate 

information on the funds released in time to report to the Thirteenth World Health 

Assembly.

Dr van Zile HYDE said that all agreed on the desirability of disarmament and 

the benefits to be expected of it, but, as the Chairman and Dr Metcalfe had pointed 

out, the Board was not the proper forum for the discussion of a political question.
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That was a matter for the United Nations and for governments. The IAEA, also a 

technical body, had taken that stand and decided that it would not be proper for 

the Agency to adopt a resolution on the subject. The same considerations applied 

to the Board, which would do well to follow that example.

As regards the task which would devolve on the Director-General under the 

draft resolution, he considered that, in view of the difficulties experienced 

in estimating the total cost of the malaria eradication programme, it would be 

too much to expect the assessment required of the Director-General in paragraph 3 (1).

Paragraph 2 (2) of the draft resolution recommended the setting up of inter

national research centres. In that connexion, he recalled that WHO had long 

abandoned the idea, and by a clear policy decision had declared itself in favour 

of stimulating research through national institutes (resolution WHA2.19).

Reverting to the United Nations resolution, he pointed out that the report 

of the Standing Committee on Administration and Finance showed that the United 

Nations resolution had been one of the factors taken into account in its considera

tion of the broad financial implications for governments of the Director-General's 

proposed effective working budget (EB25/72, pages 121-122) as it concerned future 

years, so that the matter had already been satisfactorily treated. For those 

reasons, he proposed the following draft resolution:

The Executive Board,

Having been presented with a proposal on the subject of disarmament,

1« NOTES that the issues raised by this proposal are now under discussion 
in appropriate forums; and

2« DECIDES that these circumstances make it undesirable to adopt any 
substantive resolution on the subject at this time.
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Dr PENIDO agreed with previous speakers, but felt that the Board should not 

miss an opportunity of bringing home to governments the points raised in its 

meetings, and particularly lack of funds for the Organization's major programmes. 

He therefore proposed the following draft resolution:

The Executive Board,

Having considered the resolution on general and complete disarmament 
unanimously adopted by the General Assembly of the United Nations at its 
fourteenth session on 20 November 1959)

Appreciating the above decision in so far as its content relates to 
the purposes and aims of the World Health Organization; and

Considering that the implementation of the United Nations resolution 
on general and complete disarmament would mark a new stage in international 
relations and open up wide opportunities for carrying out the main task 
of the World Health Organization as proclaimed in its Constitution - the 
attainment by all peoples of the highest possible level of health,

RECOMMENDS that the Thirteenth World Health Assembly should:

(1) appeal to the Member States of the World Health Organization, as 
and when they implement United Nations resolution 1378 (XIV), to devote 
part of the funds released to increase their health budget so as to 
improve the health of their population, mainly through the control of 
the most widespread diseases which claim large numbers of human lives, 
thus promoting economic development; and

(2) request the Director-General to be prepared to submit to the 
Executive Board, as soon as agreement has been achieved on general and 
complete disarmament, proposals for the utilization of any resources 
released as a result of such an agreement to moot urgent world needs 
in the field of health.

Mr KUKAREKO, referring to Dr Hyde's objections, pointed out that the purpose 

Of Dr Butrov’s draft resolution was not to suggest that WHO take any steps to 

bring about disarmament, which he agreed was a matter for the United Nations, but 

to enable the Board to express unanimous approval of the United Nations action, as 

UNESCO, also a specialized agency, had already done. On the programme side, its
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aim was to enable the Thirteenth World Health Assembly to say what health measures 

could be financed from funds freed by disarmament. That being so, it was difficult 

to find any political implications in the draft resolution.

On 'the question of whether or not the Board should express approval of the 

United Nations action, he felt that humanitarian organizations like WHO should 

not stand aside on such a question: WHO should not be less ready than UNESCO to 

express its approval.

For those reasons he could not share Dr van Zile Hyde’s views. He would 

reserve his position in regard to Dr Penido’s draft resolution until he had had 

time to study the text.

Dr CHATTY said that the United Nations resolution would be appreciated by 

all genuine lovers of peace. It was for that reason that, at first sight, he 

considered that a resolution emanating from the Board would be of some value. 

However, as the first of the draft resolutions had been distributed only that 

morning, he proposed the postponement of further discussion until members of the 

Board had had time to study the texts.

In the absence of further comment, the CHAIRMAN suggested that further 

discussion be postponed.

It was so agreed.

The CHAIRMAN Invited discussion of the United Nations resolution on inter

national encouragement of scientific research into the control of cancerous diseases 

(resolution I319 (XIV)), reproduced in document EB25/30.



The DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL said that the resolution had been the subject 

of extensive discussions in the Third Committee of the General Assembly. After 

the text of the resolution, as finally approved, the document gave extracts from 

the report of the Third Committee to indicate what had been the atmosphere of 

the discussions. Paragraph 15 contained a summary of statements by the WHO 

representative. At the end of the document was an excerpt from the report of 

the Fifth Committee, indicating that the Secretary-General would present suggestions 

for alternative methods of financing the awards to the General Assembly at its 

fifteenth session.

With regard to paragraph 3 of the resolution, which referred to WHO co

operation with the International Union against Cancer, the Board was certainly 

aware that the Union had been admitted to official relations in November 19^8 

and, confirmed in them at the sixth, thirteenth, seventeenth, and twenty-first 

sessions of the Board.

The CHAIRMAN invited Dr Anna Dux, representing the International Union against 

Cancer, to address the Board.

Dr DUX (international Union against Cancer) said that she had been authorized 

to express the Union's readiness to co-operate with WHO in whatever way requested.

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL informed the Board that he viewed with great concern 

recent happenings in the General Assembly of the United Nations. The resolution 

before the Board was the second in two years that had dealt with a specifically 

health problem. The first had contained a recommendation only, but the second 

faced the Organization with a fait accompli.
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Moreover, as had been recognized by a number of delegations in the General 

Assembly, it was difficult to understand why cancer had been chosen as the subject 

for an award; there were other important diseases. Mortality statistics showed 

that cancer was not necessarily the most important cause of death, even in highly 

developed countries. At the intergovernmental level, $ 100 000 was a considerable 

sum to set aside as a reward for individual research rather than as support for 

a programme. Countries which could afford to finance a cancer research programme, 

could afford to offer their own prizes. The award to be offered by the United 

Nations could not be compared with the Léon Bernard and Darling prizes, which were 

of an entirely different significance and carried with them only a token sum of 

money. Knowing the varying interests of his own profassion, he could not believe 

that the United Nations would be allowed to stop at an award for research on cancer; 

it would have to offer awards for work on, for instance, cardiovascular diseases, 

which were the most important cause of death in the more developed countries; and 

having concerned itself with that, it surely could not stop there but would have 

to consider awards for work on those diseases, such as bilharziasis and tuberculosis, 

which were great problems in the under-developed countries. He did not, however, 

wish to lay too much stress on that aspect of the matter.

It should be noted that the proposal emanated from one of the Organization's 

own inactive Members which had not availed itself of the facilities offered it by 

the Ninth World Health Assembly to resume active participation in the work of the 

Organization.

Of the resolution itself, paragraphs 2 and 3 deserved the Board's particular 
attention.



Paragraph 2 invited WHO to consider, in co-operation with the United Nations, 

what further steps could be taken to encourage efforts in the control of cancerous 

diseases. WHO had been doing precisely that for the past ten years and, had enough 

attention been paid to the statement of his representative at the time of the 

debate, it would have been recognized that WHO was already doing all in its power.

The paragraph in question could very well .be interpreted by those unacquainted 

with the background as a criticism of WHO.

Paragraph 3 invited the World Health Organization to seek the full support 

and scientific advice of the International Union against Cancer. The Organization's 

relationship with its non-governmental organizations was governed by the working 

principles laid down by the Health Assembly, and WHO was making the fullest possible 

use of such relations. He hoped that this paragraph would not create any difficulties 

in the fruitful relations which now existed between WHO and the non-governmental 

organizations.

Dr METCALFE agreed that to found a prize was not the best way to obtain 

results in research. He wondered whether that opinion could be put to the United 

Nations, as tactfully as possible, with the suggestion that the funds be applied 

to research, through the intermediary of WHO.

Mr KUKAREKO said he assumed that the General Assembly of the United Nations 

had authority to adopt such a resolution and that it had explored the question 

thoroughly before so doing. He therefore saw no need to react to that decision.

If he had not spoken earlier, that was because he fully shared the views of the 

General Assembly on the importance of the problem.
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Referring to the origin of the proposal, he pointed out that although the 

government concerned was an inactive Member of WHO, it was a full Member of the 

United Nations and, as such, was within its rights in proposing a resolution on 

any subject covered by the Charter of the United Nations.

Dr CHATTY said he shared the views of Dr Metcalfe and the concern of the 

Director-General. He, therefore, proposed that a draft resolution be drawn up 

by the Rapporteurs on the basis of the Director-General's comments.

Dr MUNOZ-PUGLISEVICH also agreed with the Director-General that if the 

present trend continued, there would come a time when WHO would no longer have 

any mandate to fulfil.

Each of the specialized agencies had been set up with a specific task, and, 

as technical bodies, they had a rather different approach. He joined Dr Metcalfe 

in suggesting that the Board should convey to the United Nations its opinion that 

it could best approach technical problems through the competent specialized agency.

The CHAIRMAN expressed his personal appreciation of the vigour with which the 

Director-General defended the Organization when its interests were at stake.

Noting that there was a proposal for accepting the United Nations resolution 

without comment on its more unusual aspects, and another for stating the Board's 

position along the lines of the Director-General’s comments, he suggested that 

the rapporteurs prepare a draft resolution embodying the Director-General’s comments., 

as a basis for further discussion.

It was so agreed.

The meeting rose at 5.30 p.m.


