
W O R L D  H E A L T H  
ORGANIZATION

- 317 - ORGANISATION MONDIALE 
DE LA SANTÉ

EXECUTIVE BOARD EB25/Min/13 Rev.l
4 March i960

Twenty-fifth Session
ÉfilGINAL; ENGLISH

MINUTES OF THE THIRTEENTH MEETING

Palais des Nations, Geneva 
Tuesday, 26 January i960, at 2,30 Р»и»

CHAIRMAN: Professor E. J. Y. AVJALEU

CONTENTS

Page

1, Review of the proposed programme and budget estimates
for 1961 (continued)

Programme Activities (continued) , ............................... 320

2, Organizational studies by the Executive Board (continued)

Organizational study on publications (continued from the twelfth
meeting, section 1 ( a ) ) ............... . ........................ j522

3, Review of the Proposed Programme and Budget Estimates
for 1961 (resumed)

Headquarters Building Fund (continued from the twelfth meeting,
section 4) . .........................» . . . ...................  325

Summaries and detailed estimates of expenditure
for regional activities .................... ................. 327

Malaria» Operations '-'lanned to be financed from
the Malaria Eradication Soecial Account ......................  336

Text and proposed estimates of expenditure for the intensified 
medical research programme under the regular budget and the 
Special Account for Medical Research .................. .. 337



EB25/Min/13 Rev. 1 - 318 -

Thirteenth Meeting 

Tuesday, 26 January i960, at 2.30 P.m.

Present

Professor E. J. Y. AUJALEU, Chairman

Professor M. N. ETEMADIAN (alternate to 
Dr A. H. Radji), Vice-Chairman

Dr H. M. PENIDO, Vioe-Chalrman

Dr D. CASTILLO, Rapporteur 

Dr A. J. METCALFE, Rapporteur 

Dr A. 0. ABU SHAMMA 

Dr R. BAIDYA

Dr V. EUTROV (alternate to 
Professor V. M. Zhdanov)

Dr Dia E. CHATTY

Dr L. T. COGGESHALL (alternate to 
Dr H. van Zile Hyde)

Dr A. HAEERNOLL

Dr J. D. HOURIHANE

Dr LE-CUU-TRUONO

Dr L. MOLITOR ................

Dr J. MUNOZ-PUGLISEVICH

Mr H. OLIVERO

Dr Abdul RAHIM

Designating Country 

France

Iran

Brazil

Venezuela

Australia

Sudan

Nepal

Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics

United Arab Republic

United States of America

Federal Republic of Germany

Ireland

Viet Nam

Luxembourg

Peru

Guatemala

Afghanistan

Secretary: Dr M. G. CANDAU 
Director-General



-  319 - EB25/toin/l3 RevЛ

Representatives of Intergovernmental Organizations 

United Nations

United Nations Children's Fund

United Nations Relief and Works Agency 
for Palestine Refugees in the Near East

Food and Agriculture Organization

Commission for Technical Co-operation in 
Africa South of the Sahara

League of Arab States

Representatives of Non-governmental Organizations

Council for International Organization 
of Medical Sciences

Fédération dentaire internationale

International Committee of Catholic Nurses

International Conference of Social Work 

International Council of Nurses 

International Diabetes Federation 

Medical Women's International Association

Mr N. LUKER

Sir Herbert BROADLEY

Dr J, A. McKENZIE POLLOCK 

Mr N, CRAPON de CAPRONA

Mr G. M. GREENWOOD 

Dr A. T. SHQUSHA

Dr J. F» DELAFRESNAYE

Dr J, STORK

Miss M. CALLOU 
Miss M. L. REY

Mrs R. S. SMIIH

Miss H. NUSSBAUM

Mrs G. VERNET

Dr Vera J. PETERSON



EB25/Min/13 Rev.l -  320 -

1. REVIEW OF THE PROPOSED PROGRAMME AND BUDGET ESTIMATES FOR 196l:
Item 3-2 of the Agenda (continued)

Programme Activities (continued)

4.8 Health Protection and Promotion (continued)

Memorandum submitted by the World Federation for Mental Health (continued)

Dr MUNOZ-PUGLISEVICH said that, in its resolution, the Board had an opportunity 

to call attention to the magnitude of mental health problems in the world. He there

fore proposed the addition to the draft resolution introduced at the previous meeting 

of a fourth operative paragraph inviting the World Health Assembly to consider the 

desirability of developing present mental health programmes and the importance of

training specialized mental health personnel and arranging demonstration programmes,
» ». <

etc., in various regions where they were necessary. In so doing, the Organization 

would not only be complying with the request of the World Federation for Mental Health 

but would be going slightly further and, by pointing to the aims of mental health and 

possible future programmes, it would be indicating mental health as a possible field 

of major interest once the campaigns against communicable diseases had been terminated.

Dr METCALFE said that, although he had no objection to the organization of a 

World Mental Health Year by interested non-governmental organizations, he could not 

see what useful purpose it would serve. WHO already had more work than it could do 

and the Board should not, without full discussion, be precipitated into advocating 

action which would entail additional work and possibly vast expenditure. It appeared 

that the Director-General was already "extending to the World Federation for Mental 

Health the full collaboration of WHO"; he hoped that did not involve the Organization 

in any expense. He therefore proposed that the Board thank the representatives of 

the Federation and take note of the memorandum.
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In reply to a question by the CHAIRMAN as to the possible financial 

implications of the draft resolution, the DIRECTOR-GENERAL explained that there 

had been a suggestion, during the technical discussions at the Tenth World 

Health Assembly, that the subject for technical discussions at the Fourteenth 

World Health Assembly should be "Mental health programmes in public health 

planning”, as the Organization's contribution to World Mental Health Year, When 

the Board reverted to the matter at its twenty-fourth session, it had not 

followed the suggestion, preferring "Recent advances in tuberculosis control”.

In the i960 programme there were a number of the Organization's normal 

activities, such as the meetings of expert committees on programme development 

in the mental health field and the teaching of psychiatry and mental health, 

which had a bearing on certain themes of the World Mental Health Year. That was 

the form taken by WHO's collaboration. It involved no expenditure other than 

that already approved in the budget for i960.

The CHAIRMAN proposed that further discussion be postponed until the 

texts of the amendment by Dr Munoz-Puglisevich and the counter-proposal from Dr 

Metcalfe were available.

It was so agreed. (See minutes of the fourteenth meeting, section 2.)
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2. ORGANIZATIONAL STUPES BY THE EXECUTIVE BOARD} Item 2.4 of the 

Agenda (continued)

Organizational Study on Publications (Documents EB25/WP/8, EB25/WP/13, EB25/WP/14, 
EB25A/P/17, and EB25/Wp/l8) (continued from the twelfth meeting, section 1(a))

Иге CHAIRMAN recalled that the Board had been discussing the draft resolution 

proposed by Dr Butrov recommending the extension of the use of Russian in the 

Organization's publications. That draft resolution had been amended and, at the 

close of the previous meeting, Dr Hourihane had come forward with an alternative 

draft resolution.

Dr DOROLLE, Deputy Director-General, read Dr Hourihane's draft resolution»

The Executive Board

1. AGREES in principle that steps should be taken, starting in 1961, to 
extend the use of the Russian language in publications of the World Health 
Organization;

2. BELIEVES that such extension should take place gradually having regard 
to the technical difficulties as well as the cost implications;

3. DEFERS consideration of the particular publications to be published 
in the Russian language in 1961; and

4. RECOMMENDS that the Thirteenth World Health Assembly should consider 
this matter in the light of a further report to be submitted to the Assembly 
by the Director-General.

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL asked whether he was right in understanding that, if the 

draft resolution were adopted, he would be required to submit to the Thirteenth 

World Health Assembly a study of the difficulties the Organization expected to encounter 

in 1961, with suggestions on how they could be overcome; and to offer several plans 

for the publication of documents in Russian, with their financial implications. That 

would mean the submission of a further budget figure to the Health Assembly.
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Dr HOURIHANE agreed with that interpretation and asked whether the additional 

budget figure would be to finance the study; he hoped not.

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL explained that the study itself would not occasion an 

increase in the budget estimates. Any plan which the Health Assembly might adopt 

would do so.

Dr ABU SHAMMA pointed out that paragraphs 1 and 3 seemed to be conflicting. He 

would be grateful for an explanation.

Dr HOURIHANE explained that the difficulty, once the principle was agreed upon, 

was to decide which publication should come first. Paragraph 1 embodied the principle 

that the use of the Russian language should be extended, while paragraph 3 deferred 

the question of the order in which the documents should be published in Russian.

Dr ABU SHAMMA said he was still not convinced that the principle of publishing 

documents in Russian as from 1961, affirmed in paragraph 1, was not reversed in 

paragraph 3 which deferred consideration of the matter.

Dr BUTROV said that, though he did not wish to offend Dr Hourihane, the draft 

before the meeting did nothing to clarify the issue. Professor Zhdanov had already 

said, in the Standing Committee on Administration and Finance, that he wished to put 

a draft resolution to the Board, and had specified to which of the Organization's 

documents it would refer and the date of publication he would propose, so that the 

Secretariat could prepare the necessary cost estimates. The Board had received those 

estimates and had discussed the matter on several occasions, over two days, without 

making any real progress.
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Dr HOURIHANE expressed his regret that his draft resolution should have given rise 

to an impression that the Board was failing in its duty. He could not have submitted 

the draft earlier in the discussions because it had been directly inspired by the 

Director-General's account, at the twelfth meeting, of the difficulties the Secretariat 

expected to encounter.

Dr MUNOZ-PUGLISEVICH thought that what was unfortunate about the draft resolution 

was that, If it were adopted, no progress could be made until the Thirteenth Health 

Assembly,

Dr Penido's amendment, submitted at the twelfth meeting, to Dr Butrov's draft 

resolution reflected the consensus of opinion in the Board: that publication in Russian 

should be extended gradually, beginning with the Technical Report Series, The only 

point of Dr Hourihane's draft which called for discussion was paragraph 4, and in that 

connexion the Board could only recommend to the Health Assembly the date at which it 

thought publication of documents in Russian should begin.

The CHAIRMAN felt that paragraph 3 of the draft resolution did not add much to the 

rest of the text and asked whether Dr Hourihane would agree to its deletion.

Dr HOURIHANE agreed, provided that it was still apparent that a decision would 

have to be made, at some stage, on the order in which documents were to be published.

The addition of the words "and selectively" after "gradually" in paragraph 2 would 

meet the case.

The CHAIRMAN submitted the draft resolution to the Board as amended.

Décision: The draft resolution, as amended, was adopted by seven votes to
five, with four abstentions (see resolution EB25-R44).
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3, REVIEW OF THE PROPOSED PROGRAMME AND BUDGET ESTIMATES FOR 1961* Item 3.2 
of the Agenda (resumed from section 1)

Headquarters Building Fund (Official Records No. 97 > page XIX, paragraph 6,1;
Document EB25/65, page 73) (continued from the twelfth meeting, section 4)

The CHAIRMAN recalled that Mr Brady had inquired whether a second appropriation 

to the Headquarters Building Fund would be necessary in l96l, particularly in view 

of the Initial delay of which the Board had been informed, and whether a lower 

appropriation might not suffice if an appropriation were necessary.

Mr SIEGEL, Assistant Director-General, said that the delay in question was some 

three months at most and that it would have been made good by the time of the Thirteenth 

World Health Assembly. It would therefore have no bearing on the necessity for an 

appropriation in 1961,

Members of the Board would recall that the Director-General's report on head

quarters accommodation to the Twelfth World Health Assembly (Official Records No, 95» 

Annex 3) contained a financing plan for an estimated total cost of 40 ООО 000 Swiss 

francs. Of that sum, 20 ООО 000 Swiss francs had been generously promised by the 

Government of Switzerland as an interest-free loan, and 10 ООО 000 Swiss francs was 

to be loaned by the Canton of Geneva at a small interest. There remained 10 ООО 000 

Swiss francs, or roughly $ 2 500 000, to be found by the Organization. The Director- 

General had recommended, as a first step towards meeting that commitment, that 

$ 500 000 be transferred to the Headquarters Building Fund in 1959, Assuming that 

the proposal would meet with the approval of the Health Assembly, the Director-General 

had recommended that no further action of that kind be taken in i960 so that no pro

vision had been made. However, the Director-General had then pointed out that it would
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be necessary "to make a provision of approximately the same amount in the regular 

budget to be submitted by the Director-General for the years 1961 and 1962 ...

It is assumed that, beginning with the regular budget for 1963, provision will need 

to be included to cover the amortization" of part of the loans raised. Even if the 

provision to which the Director-General had referred were made in both 1961 and 1962, 

the total amount in the Headquarters Building Fund would be only $ 1 500 000,

Another $ 1 ООО 000 would still have to be found. Whether that amount would be 

covered by the reimbursement by the United Nations of WHO’s investment in the Palais 

des Nations was not yet known and, in the opinion of the Secretariat, that possibility 

should not be relied upon in planning for the years 1961 and 1962 because the question 

would automatically arise in connexion with the 1963 budget when the provision for 

amortizing loans would have to begin. Thus, any decrease in the appropriation planned 

for 1961 would adversely affect the Organization's ability to amortize loans from 

1963 onwards,

Mr BRADY, alternate to Dr HOURIHANE, thanked Mr Siegel for his very comprehensive 

explanations. He had not2d that the delay would not affect the amount of appropriation 
and expressed the hope that the Secretariat's optimism regarding the subsequent progress 

of the building project would be Justified.

In raising the question of the appropriation to the Building Fund, his aim had 

been to discover the general level of the supplementary budget estimates for 1961.

Since then he had understood from the discussions that the extension of the use of 

the Russian language, as proposed, would not lead to an increase in the supplementary 

budget estimates for that year. It therefore appeared that the supplementary estimates
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would be lower than he had feared at first. In the light therefore of the Secretariat's 

explanations and of the discussion on supplementary estimates, he would not press for 

a reduction of the 1961 appropriation to the Headquarters Building Fund at the moment.

In any case, the subject would be considered by governments, together with the other 

components of the problem, at the Thirteenth World Health Assembly.

Summaries and Detailed Estimates of Expenditure for Regional Activities 
(Official Records No. 97, pages 85-312; Document EB25/6>5, pages 74-101)

Mr OLIVERO observed that, from the earliest days of WHO, hardly a session of the 

Executive Board or Health Assembly had gone by without stress being laid on the need to 

intensity WHO's work on environmental sanitation. Yet Table 2 on page 35 of the Standing 

Committee's report (document EB25/65)* corresponding to the estimates for the six 

regions given on pages 103, 147, 189, 223, 258 and 289 of Official Records No, 97, 
showed a decrease in the overall estimates for environmental sanitation in 1961 by 

comparison with those for the previous year.

Referring to the estimates for the individual regions, he pointed out that for 

Africa, the 1961 regular budget estimates showed a d&oroase both in amount and as 

a percentage of the total regular budget allotment; for the Americas, there was 

an increase of $ 176, which, reduced to a percentage, did not represent an Increase; 

for South-East Asia, though there was an increase of $ 5000, that still represented 

only two per cent, of all field activities; for Europe, there was a decrease in the 

amount but not in the percentage, and there were similar decreases for the Eastern



Mediterranean and Western Pacific. In the light <jf «wphasis repeatedly laid on 

the problem, the situation was causing him deep concern. What explanation had the 

Secretariat to offer? He was aware of the classic explanation that environmental 

sanitation work was implicit in many other programmes and realized that there was a 

new programme with a special account in a closely allied field. Nevertheless, he 

was sure that the Health Assembly would not be satisfied with explanations of that 

kind.

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL replied that the conventional answers still held good; 

many projects, such as rural health services, covered in Table 2 on page 35 of the 

Standing Committee’s report under Public Health Administration, had a direct bearing 

on environmental sanitation. That, however, was only part of the picture.

The first consideration in preparing a programme of aid to governments was 

governmental requests. Over the years, there had proved to be a difference between 

what delegates to the Health Assembly wanted and the requests which subsequently came 

from governments, and that had hampered the development of the programme.

In asking, at the previous meeting, whether the appropriate stress had been 

laid on the community water supply programme, Mr Olivero had raised an interesting 

point. The Secretariat was exploring ways and means of expanding work on environmental 

sanitation and community water supply, and recently it had been inquiring into the 

possibility of obtaining, for requesting governments, access to other United Nations 

funds. As the Secretariat had explained to the Standing Committee, WHO could only 

hope to provide technical advice and limited assistance at governmental level in 

the preparation of requests for submission to financing bodies. For example, it had
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assisted the Government of India in presenting two requests to the Special Rmd.

Another possible source of funds was the proposed International Development Association, 

which was expected to be affiliated with the International Bank. It appeared that 

the Bank was unable to make loans for reimbursement in unconvertible currency, whereas 

the International Development Agency could do so. At the moment, however, the 

prospects of obtaining funds were limited and the Organization itself obviously had 

no resources to embark on large-scale water supply schemes. It had therefore been 

decided that the role of WHO should be to provide advice to requesting governments as 

a first step towards the establishment by the government concerned of programmes 

financed from sources other than WHO, The Special Account would be used to finance 

activities which would later be absorbed into the regular budget as part of the 

normal development of the Organization’s work.

Mr OLIVERO thanked the Director-General for his explanation, although he was 

still concerned at the decreases shown in the estimates for 1961.

In that connexion, he recalled his earlier suggestion that the tables should 

contain an indication of the percentage of the total budget allotted to each field 

of activity. For some reason, that suggestion had not been followed and he would be 

grateful if those percentages could be given in future years.

The CHAIRMAN said that the Secretariat would note the suggestion.

Africa (Official Records No. 97» pages 90-126; Document EB25/65, pages 79-89)

Mr GREENWOOD (Commission for Technical Co-operation in Africa South of the 

Sahara) speaking at the invitation of the Chairman, thanked the Board for the oppor

tunity of addressing it.
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As on previous occasions he wished to pay a public tribute to the close and 

constant co-operation existing between the WHO Regional Office for Africa and his 

Commission. It had come to be a recognized part of the day-to-day life of both 

organizations »

As usual, in 1959 there had been a number of activities sponsored Jointly by 

the Regional Office and the Commission and, side by side with them, a number of 

activities run by one of the two with the other as guest technical adviser. Other 

extensive jointly sponsored projects were planned for i960 and 1961, as well as a 

number of projects run by one or the other in which both would take part. He had 

been able to settle a number of details with the Regional Director during the current 

session of the Board, In conclusion he wished to convey to the Board his Commission's 

and his ovm deep appreciation for the constantly helpful and co-operative attitude of 

the Regional Director.

The CHAIRMAN thanked Mr Greenwood for his tribute and, speaking for all members 

of the Board, asked him to convey to the Commission the Board's deep appreciation for 

the continued co-operation offered the Regional Office.

The Americas (Official Records No. 97, pages 127-172; Document EB25/65, pages 83-84)

Dr MUNOZ-PUGLISEVICH said that the recent earthquake in the Arequipa area of 

Southern Peru had caused the death of more than 100 persons. Three hundred persons had 

been injured and 80 per cent, of the houses were in ruins. The winter conditions, the 

lack of housing and the destruction of drinking-water supplies would cause serious 

public health problems and a risk of epidemics, which, as the area was on the borders



- 331 - EB25/toin/13 Rev.l

of Bolivia and Chile, would affect those countries also. He asked the members of 

the Board, the Director-General and the Regional Director for the Americas whether 

they could consider some means of helping the stricken area without changing the 

budget estimates.

The CHAIRMAN pointed out that the budget estimates under discussion were for 

1961 and it was in i960 that the help was required.

Dr MUNOZ-PUGLISEVICH said that the problem would still exist in 1961 since 

reconstruction would not prove easy. All the hospitals and health centres had been 

destroyed.

Dr CASTILLO suggested that the Board might meet Dr Muñoz-Puglisevich's request 

by a resolution taking note of the catastrophe, expressing its sympathy to the 

Government of Peru, and recommending that the Director-General carry out ал integrated 

health programme in the Arequipa area through the Regional Office for the Americas.

Mr OLIVERO supported the suggestion that some such action should be taken.

Dr HORWIIZ, Regional Director for the Americas, said that if such a resolution 

were to be adopted, and the Director-General were to ask the Regional Office what were 

the possibilities of helping the Peruvian Government, he believed that it would be 

possible at least to initiate some action, if the Government of Peru made a 

concrete proposal in connexion with project Peru 22, referred to on page 134 of 

Official Records No. 97. That project, relating to public health services, had been 

in operation since 1958. There would be no difficulty in ensuring that the sanitary 

engineer and the nurse who were in Peru, and the chief country adviser, co-operated 

with the Government in the public health plan in the earthquake area. Such action 

would not necessitate any substantial change in the budget estimates for i960 or 1961.
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Иге CHAIRMAN suggested that in view of the statement made by the Regional Director 

it might not be necessary for the Board to adopt a formal resolution.

Dr CASTILLO said that he was satisfied with the statement made by the Regional 

Director.

Dr METCALFE asked whether the Government of Peru had made any request for 

assistance from the Organization.

Dr HORWIŒZ said that no such request had yet been received.

Dr MUNOZ-PUGLISEVICH said that the Government of Peru had already received 

assistance from many countries, including drugs and food from the United States, 

Argentina, the neighbouring countries and, in fact, almost all the countries of the 

Americas. It had not yet made any request for assistance. He thanked Dr Castillo 

for his proposal and the members of the Board for their goodwill.

The CHAIRMAN proposed that the Board should agree that if the Government of 

Peru made a request to the Director-General, assistance should be given as suggested 

by Dr Horwitz.

It was so agreed.

South-East Asia (Official Records No, 97» pages 173-205; Document EB25/65, 
pages 85-86)

There was no comment.

Europe (Official Records No, 97» pages 206-240; Document EB25/65, pages 87-88)

There was no comment.



Eastern Mediterranean (Official Records No. 97» pages 241-275: Document EB25/65, 

pages 89-92)

Dr CHATTY referred to the question he had raised at the twelfth meeting, in 

connexion with the estimates for Regional Offices, concerning statistics in the Region. 

He believed that there was a need to strengthen activities in that field.

Dr TABA, Regional Director for the Eastern Mediterranean, agreed that assistance 

in that connexion was very important and should be developed. The Organization was, 

in fact, increasing its assistance and from i960 onwards there would be, in addition 

to the statisticians working with projects at country level, a regional adviser on 

statistics (referred to on page 259 of Official Records No. 97) and a statistician 

working on the inter-country programme on tuberculosis epidemiology. Should the 

need arise, assistance could be increased as appropriate and the Organization would 

do its best to deal with the problem.

Dr CHATTY said that he was not completely satisfied. He believed that the 

staff of the Regional Office itself should be strengthened so that it could give 

more assistance to the Region in regard to statistics.

Dr TABA said that he would take note of Dr Chatty's suggestion and would 

strengthen his statistical services should further need arise.

Dr CHATTY drew attention to paragraph 119 on page 90 of the first report of the 

Standing Committee on Administration and Finance. The Regional Director had explained 

to the Standing Committee that although several bilharziasis control programmes had 

been carried out, no very definite results had so far been obtained. A very
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successful control programme had been carried out in the north of Syria and the work 

done by the Organization in that area was greatly appreciated. The area was limited, 

the population small, and there were few streams; it seemed that the area might 

provide perfect conditions for an experiment which might be taken beyond control, 

and the results of which might lead to subsequent eradication.

Dr TABA said that, as he had mentioned in presenting his report for the Region, 

three pilot projects were proposed, but it was doubtful whether the small area 

referred to by Dr Chatty could be used for demonstration or research in either control 

or eradication, applicable to other areas of the Region, The problem there was not 

only limited but differed from that in other areas, such as Egypt and the Sudan, 

where the disease was a much greater problem. The type of irrigation, the tradition 

of the inhabitants and the form of the disease itself were all different. After 

careful consideration, it had been thought that Egypt would provide a better terrain 

for a pilot project. It was true that the control programme in the area referred 

to by Dr Chatty had been successful and the incidence of the disease had been much 

reduced. The matter would be considered further and it might prove possible for a 

small project to be established in the future for the eradication of bilharziasis 

in that very limited area.

Dr CHATTY thanked Dr Taba for his reply and left the matter for his consideration. 

He expressed appreciation of the pilot project in Egypt, which he was sure would 

prove valuable.
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Western Pacific (Official Records No. 97, pp. 276-305; Document EB25/65, 

pp. 93-95)

Dr METCALFE paid tribute to the valuable work done by Dr Fang, Regional Director 

for the Western Pacific, and his colleagues in the Region.

Inter-Regional and Other Activities (Official Reoords No. 97» pp. 306-312;
Document EB25/65, pp. 96-101)

Dr METCALFE recalled that, in the Standing Committee on Administration and 

Finance, he had questioned the value of the proposed leprosy conference referred to 

on page 307 of Official Records No. 97» Inter-regional 88. He believed that the 

proposed conference could be omitted with no disadvantage.

Dr KAUL, referring to paragraphs 144 and 1^5 of the First Report of the Standing 

Committee on Administration and Finance, said that the proposed leprosy conference 

was part of a long-term programme for the development of control measures for 

leprosy and for the training of workers in the field, and for their orientation to 

a newer approach to leprosy problems. In the past few years, the Organization had 

arranged a number of inter-country programmes in the Western Pacific, South-East
»

Asian and African Regions. The proposed conference was intended to bring together 

workers from the Eastern Mediterranean and Europe to exchange ideas and to discuss 

m o d e m  methods of control. The project was in accordance with a need felt by the 

countries and the workers in the field, and past conferences had proved very 

successful.

Dr METCALFE said that he remained unconvinced of the value of the conference, 

although he accepted the explanation given by Dr Kaul. He further expressed doubt 

as to the advantages of the proposed conference on training of auxiliaries referred
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to under Education and Training (Inter-regional 93) on page 307 of Official Records 

No. 97, He suggested that the saving which would be effected if that conference and 

the leprosy conference were not held might compensate in part for the extra 

expenditure involved in holding the Fourteenth World Health Assembly in New Delhi.

Dr KAUL referred to paragraphs 147-149 of the First Report of the Standing 

Committee on Administration and Finance, which gave the detailed reasons for the 

holding of the conference on training of auxiliaries. It was part of a programme 

which the Organization had been building up as the result of a need felt in different 

parts of the world for assistance in training health auxiliaries,

The estimates for regional and inter-regional activities were approved.

Malaria* Operations planned to be financed from the Malaria Eradication Special 
Account and Including regular, Technical Assistance and other extra-budgetary funds 
(Official Records No, 97# pages 315-363; Document EB25/65* pages 102-104;
Document EB25/72)

Mr SIEGEL drew the Board's attention to the summary table on page 315 of 

Official Records No, 97, which contained a consolidated summary of cost estimates for 

malaria operations under all sources of funds for the years 1959, i960 and 1961. The 

total estimates for 1961 amounted to $ 16 472 247.

He also drew attention to the second report of the Standing Committee on 

Administration and Finance (document EB25/72), which dealt with operations planned to 

be financed from the Malaria Eradication Special Account.

The CHAIRMAN said that the Board had taken note of the paragraph in the second 

report of the Standing Committee which replaced paragraph 162 of Chapter TV of the 

Committee's first report.

The estimates concerning malaria operations were approved without comment.



Text and Proposed Estimates of Expenditure for the Intensified Medlcal Research Programme 
under the Regular Budget and the Special Account for Medical Research (Official Records 

No. 97» pages 367~37̂ Ь* Document ЕВ25/65» pages 105-114 and Appendix 7 )

Mr SIEC-EL recalled that there had not been sufficient time after the meeting 

of the Advisory Committee on Medical Research to include the details of the research 

programme for i960 or 1961 in Official Records No. 97. The Health Assembly had 

requested that a report should be submitted to the twenty-fifth session of the 

Executive Board on the priorities and plans proposed and the Director-General had 

accordingly presented to the Standing Committee on Administration and Finance a 

comprehensive report and cost estimates for all activities planned under the 

regular budget and under tne Special Account for Medical Research, That report was 

reproduced as Appendix 7 to the first report of the Standing Committee on Admini

stration and Finance (document EB25/65) and superseded Annex 4 to Official Records 

No, 97= He suggested that the Board would, therefore, wish to deal only with 

Appendix 7, which gave details of the programme planned for i960 and l96l.

The CHAIRMAN drew attention to the proposal on page ¿4- of Appendix 7 that 

there should be a meeting of a scientific group representative of research organi

zations of the chemical manufacturing industry. During the discussion of that 

proposal in the Standing Committee, the question had been raised of the advisability 

of WHO officially inviting representatives of the chemical industries and several 

members had expressed their views on that subject. The Director-General had agreed 

that the question was a very important one and had suggested that the Standing 

Committee bring the matter to the attention of the Executive Board for a full discussion.
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Dr KAUL, Assistant Director-General, said that the discussion in the Standing 

Committee had brought out the fact that the co-operation of the chemical industry 

was necessary in the programme of vector control and insecticide development. The 

Organization had in the past been in touch with the industry through several channels, 

in particular with experts from the industry working on insect resistance or on 

vector control, who had, for example, been invited as members of expert groups. It 

was essential that the industry, which had resources for the development of new 

insecticides, should be aware of the problems facing the workers in the field. It 

was necessary that there should be much wider contact and a more direct approach to 

laboratories where research was going on. In the original proposal reference had 

been made only to private industry; but, as had been pointed out, in some parts of 

the world the chemical industry was wholly or partly state-controlled, and the 

Director-General would consider how he could ensure the participation of all types 

of industry in all parts of the world. Where the industry was state-controlled, the 

approach might be made through government channels.

The CHAIRMAN, speaking in his personal capacity, said that he had been unable 

to agree to the meeting. It was natural that the Organization should wish to bring 

its needs to the notice of the private or public chemical industries, but it was 

proposed to invite ”two representatives from each chemical company performing 

research on resistance and engaged in the development of new compounds”. It would 

seem dnngerous for the Organization to select the companies to be invited, since 

those who were not invited would be dissatisfied. He considered that the invitation 

should be general and that all those interested in the problem should be invited, 

if it was not to appear that the Organization had selected certain companies to 

inform them of its needs, thus giving them a form of priority or, at least, a certain 

commercial advantage.
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Dr METCALFE said that Professor Aujaleu's remarks accurately reflected the 

feeling in the Standing Committee on Administration and Finance,

Mr BRADY, alternate to Dr Hourihane, asked if the Director-General would comment 

on Professor Aujaleu's interesting suggestion that the invitation to the chemical 

companies should be general rather than selective.

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL said that it had not been planned to invite the industry 

in general. The Organization was interested only in those companies which were 

undertaking research and spending money on the development of new insecticides and 

which could help the Organization in that field. Selection would be difficult, and 

the form of invitation would have to be adapted to each type of enterprise, being 

addressed to governments where the industry was state-controlled. He did not believe, 

however, that selection by the Organization would amount to granting a privilege to 

the companies concerned. If the meeting should decide on the requirements, -chey 

would be made known to all those interested. There might, of course, be a few months' 

delay in doing so,- and that was important in industrial competition, but a solution 

would have to be found for that problem. WHO's experience of meetings had been that 

they avoided the restriction of knowledge to certain circles and made it known around 

the world.

The text and proposed estimates for the intensified medical research programme imder 
the regular budget and the Special Account for Medical Research were approved*

The meeting rose at 5.35 p.m.



Members submitting corrections to provisional minutes which they receive 
after the close of the session are kindly requested to do so by return of post, 
in order that the definitive minutes may be sent to Member States as soon as 
possible. Such corrections should be addressed to Chief Editor, Official Records, 
World Health Organization, Palais des Nations, Geneva, Switzerland.
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1. REVIEW OF THE PROPOSED PROGRAMME AND BUDGET ESTIMATES FOR 196I»
Item 3«2 of the Agenda (continued)

Operating Programme

4.8 Health Protection and Promotion (continued)

Memorandum submitted by the World Fédération for Mental Health 
(Document EB25/WP/20)(continued)

Dr MUÎÎOZ said that, in its resolution, the Board had an opportunity to call 

attention to the magnitude of mental health problems in the world. He therefore 

proposed the addition of a fourth operative paragraph inviting the World Health 

Assembly to consider the desirability of developing present mental health programmes 

and the importance of training specialized mental health personnel and arranging 

démonstration programmes, etc., in various regions where they were necessary.

In so doing, the Organization would not only be complying with the request of 

the World Federation for Mental Health but would be going slightly further and, 

by pointing to the -aims of mental health and possible future programmes, it would 

be indicating mental health as a possible field of major interest once the campaigns 

against communicable diseases had been terminated»

Dr METCALFE said that, although he had no objection to the organization of 

a World Mental Health Year tv interested non-governmental organizations, he could 

not see what useful purpose it would serve, WHO already had more work than it 

could do and the Board should not, without full discussion, be precipitated into 

advocating action which would enta.il additional work and possibly vast sums of money. 

It appeared that the Director-General was already "extending to the World Federation 

for Mental Health the full collaboration of WHO” ; he hoped that did not involve the 

Organization in any expense, He therefore proposed that the Board thank the 

representatives of the Federation and take note of the Memorandum.
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In reply to a question by the CHAIRMAN as to the possible financial 

implications of the draft resolution, the DIRECTOR-GENERAL explained that 

there had been a suggestion, during the technical discussions at the Tenth 

World Health Assembly, that the subject for technical discussions at the 

Fourteenth world Health Assembly should be "Mental health programmes in publia 

health planning", as the Organization's contribution to World Mental Health 

Year. When the Board reverted to the matter at its twenty-fourth session, 

it had not followed the suggestion, preferring "Recent advances in tuberculosis 

control".

In the I960 programme there were a number of the Organization's normal 

activities, such as the meetings of expert committees on programme development 

in the mental health field and the teaching of psychiatry and mental health, 

which had a bearing on certain themes of the World Mental Health Year. That 

was the form taken by WHO's collaboration. It involved no expenditure other 

than that already approved in the budget for i960.

The CHAIRMAN proposed that further discussion be postponed until the 

texts of the amendment by Dr Munoz and the counter-proposal from Dr Metcalfe 

were available.

It was so agreed.



2. ORGANIZATIONAL STUDIES BY THE EXECUTIVE BOARD: Item 2.4 of the Agenda 
(continued)

Organizational Study on Publications (Documents EB25/WP/8, EB25/WP/13, EB25/WP/14, 
EB25/WP/17, and ЕВгЗЛ̂/18) (continued)

The CHAIRMAN recalled that the Board had been discussing the draft resolution 

proposed by Dr Butrov recommending the extension of the use of Russian, in the 

Organization's publications. That draft resolution had been amended and, at the 

close of the previous meeting, Dr Hourihane had come forward with an alternative 

draft resolution.

Dr DOROLIE, Deputy Director-General, read Dr Hourihane’s draft resolution as 

follows t

The Executive Board

1. AGREES in principle that steps should be taken, starting in 1961, to 
extend the use of the Russian language in publications of the World Health 
Organization;

2. BELIEVES that such extension should take place gradually having regard 
to the technical difficulties as well as the cost implications;

3. DEFERS consideration of the particular publications to be published 
in the Russian language in I96I; and

4. RECOMMENDS that the Thirteenth World Health Assembly should consider 
this matter in the light of a further report to be submitted to the Assembly 
by the Director-General.

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL asked whether he was right in understanding that, if the 

draft resolution were adopted, he would be required to submit to the Thirteenth 

World Health Assembly a study of the difficulties the Organization expected to encounter 

in I96I, with suggestions on how they could be overcome; and to offer several pleins 

for the publication of documents in Russian, with their financial implications. That 

would mean the submission of a further budget figure to the Health Assembly.

EB25/toin/l3

page 6



Dr HOURIHANE agreed with that interpretation and asked whether the additional 

budget figure would be to finance the study; he hoped not.

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL explained that the study itself would not occasion an 

increase in the budget estimates. Any plan which the Health Assembly might adopt 

would do so.

Dr ABU SHAMMA pointed out that paragraphs 1 and 3 seemed to be conflicting. He 

would be grateful for an explanation.

Dr HOURIHANE explained that the difficulty, once the principle was agreed upon, 

was to decide which publication should come first. Paragraph 1 embodied the principle 

that the use of the Russian language should be extended, while paragraph 3 deferred 

the question of the order in which the documents should be published in Russian.

Dr ABU SHAMMA said he was still not convinced that the principle of publishing 

documents in Russian as from 1961, affirmed in paragraph 1, was not reversed in 

paragraph 3 which deferred consideration of the matter.

Dr BUTROV said that, though he did not wish to offend Dr Hourihane, the draft 

before the meeting did nothing to clarify the issue. Professor Zhdanov had already 

said, in the Standing Committee on Administration and Finance, that he wished to put 

a draft resolution to the Board, and had specified to which of the Organization's 

documents it would refer and the date of publication he would propose, so that the 

Secretariat could prepare the necessary cost estimates. The Board had received those 

estimates and had discussed the matter on several occasions, over two days, without 

making any real progress.
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Dr HOURIHANE expressed his regret that his draft resolution should have given rise 

to an impression that the Board was failing in its duty. He could not have submitted 

the draft earlier in the discussions because it had been directly inspired by the 

Director-General's account, at the twelfth meeting, of the difficulties the Secretariat 

expected to encounter.

Dr MUNOZ thought that what was unfortunate about the draft resolution was that, 

if it were adopted, no progress could be made until the Thirteenth Health Assembly.

Dr Penido's amendment, submitted at the twelfth meeting, to Dr Butrov’s draft 

resolution reflected the consensus of opinion in the Board; and the only point of 

Dr Hourihane's draft which called for discussion was paragraph 4, and in that connexion 

the Board could only recommend to the Health Assembly the date at which it thought 

publication of documents in Russian should begin.

The CHAIRMAN felt that paragraph 3 of the draft resolution did not add much to the 

rest of the text and asked whether Dr Hourihane would agree to its deletion.

Dr HOURIHANE agreed, provided that it was still apparent that a decision would 

have to be made, at some stage, on the order in which documents were to be published. 

The addition of the words "and selectively" after "gradually" in paragraph 2 would 

meet the case.

It was so agreed.

The CHAIRMAN submitted the draft resolution to the Board as amended.

Decislont The draft resolution, as amended, was adopted by seven votes to
five, with four abstentions.
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3. REVIEW OP THE PROPOSED PROGRAMME AND BUDGET ESTIMATES FOR I96I: Item 3.2 
of the Agenda (resumed)

Headquarters Building Fund (Official Records No. 97> page XIX, paragraph 6.1;
Document EB25/65, page 73) (continued)

The CHAIRMAN recalled that Mr Brady had inquired whether a second appropriation 

to the Headquarters Building Fund would be necessary in 1961, particularly in view 

of the initial delay of which the Board had been informed, and whether a lower 

appropriation might not suffice if an appropriation were necessary.

Mr SIEGEL, Assistant-Director-General, said that the delay in question was some
s'

three months at most and that it would have been made good by the time of the Thirteenth 

World Health Assembly. It would therefore have no bearing on the necessity for an 

appropriation in 1961,

Members of the Board would recall that the Director-General's report on head

quarters accommodation to the Twelfth World Health Assembly (Official Records No» 95, 

Annex 3) contained a financing plan for an estimated total cost of 40 ООО 000 Swiss 

francs. Of that sum, 20 ООО 000 Swiss francs had been generously promised by the 

Government of Switzerland as an interest-free loan, and 10 ООО 000 Swiss francs was 

to be loaned by the Canton of Geneva at a small interest. There remained 10 ООО 000 

Swiss francs, or roughly $ 2 500 000, to be found by the Organization. The Director- 

General had recommended, as a first step towards meeting that commitment, that 

$ 500 000 be transferred to the Headquarters Building Fund in 1959. Assuming that 

the proposal would meet with the approval of the Health Assembly, the Director-General 

had recommended that no further action of that kind be taken in i960 so that no pro
vision had been made. However, the Director-General had then pointed out that it would
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be necessary "to make an added provision of approximately the same amount in the 

regular budget to be submitted by the Directory-General for the years 196l, 1962 ...

It is assumed that, beginning with the regular budget for ±9&3> provision will need 

to be included to cover the amortization" of part of the loans raised. Even if the 

provision to which the Director-General had referred were made in both I96I and 1962, 
the total amount in the Headquarters Building Fund would be only $ 1 500 000.

Another $ 1 000 000 would still have to be found. Whether that amount would be 

covered by the reimbursement by the United Nations of WHO1s investment in the Palais 

des Nations was not yet known and, in the opinion of the Secretariat, that possibility 

should not be relied upon in planning for the years 196l, 1962 because the question 
would automatically arise in connexion with the 1963 budget when the provision for 
amortizing loans would have to begin. Thus, any decrease in the appropriation planned 

for I96I would adversely affect the Organization's ability to amortize loans from 

I963 onwards.

Mr BRADY, alternate to Dr HOURIHANE, thanked Mr Siegel for his very comprehensive 

explanations. He had noted that the delay would not affect the amount of appropriation 

and expressed the hope that the Secretariat's optimism regarding the subsequent progress 

of the building project would be justified.

In raising the question of the appropriation to the Building Fund, his aim had 

been to discover the general level of the supplementary budget estimates for 1961.

Since then he had understood from the discussions that the extension of the use of 

the Russian language, as proposed, would not lead to an increase in the supplementary 

budget estimates for that year. It therefore appeared that the supplementary estimates
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would be lower than he had feared at first. In the light therefore of the Secretariat*s 

explanations and of the discussion on supplementary estimates, he would not press for 

a reduction of the 1961 appropriation to the Headquarters Building Fund at the moment.

In any case, the subject would be considered by governments, together with the other 

components of the problem, at the Thirteenth World Health Assembly.

Summaries and Detailed Estimates of Expenditure for Regional Activities 
(Official Records No. 97* pages 85-312; Document EB25/ 65, pages 74-101)

Africa (Official Records No. 97* pages 90-126; Document EB25/65, pages 79-89)

Mr OLIVERO, speaking on the environmental sanitation programme, pointed out 

that from the earliest days of WHO, hardly a session of the Executive Board or 

Health Assembly had gone by without stress being laid on the need to intensify WHO’s 

work on environmental sanitation. Yet Table II on page 35 of the Standing Committee's 

report, corresponding to the estimates for the six regions given on pages 103, 147,

I89, 223, 258 and 289 of Official Records No, 97, showed a decrease in the overall 

estimates for environmental sanitation in 1961 by comparison with those for the 

previous year.

Referring to the estimates for the individual regions, he pointed out that for 

Africa, the I96I regular budget estimates showed a decrease both in amount and as 
a percentage of the total regular budget allotment; for the Americas, there was 

an increase of $ 176 which, reduced to a percentage, did not represent an increase; 

for South-East Asia, though there was an increase of $ 5000, that still represented 

only two per cent, of all field activities; for Europe, there was a decrease in the 

amount but not in the percentage, and there were similar decreases for the Eastern



Mediterranean and Western Pacific. In the light of the emphasis repeatedly laid 

on the problem, the situation was causing him deep concern. What explanation had 

the Secretariat to offer? He was aware that the classic explanation that environmental 

sanitation work was implicit in many other programmes and that there was a new 

programme with a special account in a closely allied field. Nevertheless, he was 

sure that the Health Assembly would not be satisfied with explanations of that kind.

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL replied that the conventional answers still held good; 

many projects, such as rural health services, covered in Table II, page 35 of the 

Standing Committee’s report under Public Health Administration had a direct bearing 

on environmental sanitation. That, however, was only a part of the picture.

The first consideration in preparing a programme of aid to governments was 

governmental requests. Over the years, there had proved to be a difference between 

what delegates to the Health Assembly wanted and the requests which subsequently 

came from governments and that had hampered the development of the programme.

In asking, at the previous meeting, whether the appropriate stress had been 

laid on the community water supply programme, Mr Olivero had raised an interesting 

point. The Secretariat was exploring ways and means of expanding work on environmental 

sanitation and community water supply, and recently it had been inquiring into the 

possibility of obtaining, for requesting governments, access to other United Nations 

funds. As the Secretariat had explained to the Standing Committee, WHO could only 

hope to provide technical advice and limited assistance at governmental level in the 

preparation of requests for submission to financing bodies. Por example, it had
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assisted the Government of India in presenting two requests to the Special Fund. 

Another possible source of funds vras the proposed International Development Agency, 

which was expected to be affiliated with the International Bank. It appeared that 

the Bank was unable to make loans for reimbursement in unconvertible currency, 

whereas the International Development Agoncy could do so. At the moment, however, 

the prospects of obtaining funds were limited and the Organization itself obviously 

had no resources to embark on large-scale water supply schemes. It had therefore 

been decided that the role of WHO should be to provide advice to requesting govern

ments as a first step towards the establishment by the government concerned of 

programmes financed from sources other than WHO. The Special Account would be used 

to finance activities which would later be absorbed into the regular budget as part 

of the normal development of the Organization’s work,

Mr OLIVERO thanked the Director-General for his explanation, although he was 

still concerned at the decreases shown in the estimates for 196l.

In that connexion, he recalled his earlier suggestion that the tables should 

contain an indication of the percentage of the total budget allotted to each field 

of activity. Por some reason, that suggestion had not been followed and he would be 

grateful if those percentages could be given in future years*

The CHAIRMAN said that the Secretariat would note the suggestion,

Mr GREENWOOD, Commission for Technical Co-operation in Africa South of the 

Sahara, speaking at the invitation of the Chairman, thanked the Board for the oppor

tunity of addressing it.
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As on previous occasions he wished to pay a public tribute to the close and 

constant co-operation existing between the WHO Regional Office for Africa and his 

Commission. It had come to be a recognized part of the day-to-day life of both 

organizations.

As usual, in 1959 there had been a number of activities sponsored jointly by 

the Regional Office and the Commission and, side by side with them, a number of 

activities run by one of the two with the other as guest technical adviser. Other 

extensive jointly sponsored projects were planned for i960 and 196l, ae well as a 

number of projects run by one or the other in which both would take part. He had 

been able to settle a number of details with the Regional Director during the current 

session of the Board. In conclusion he wished to convey to the Board his Commission's 

and his own deep appreciation for the constantly helpful and co-operative attitude of 

the Regional Director.

The CHAIRMAN thanked Mr Greenwood for his tribute and, speaking for all members 

of the Board, asked him to convey to the Commission the Board's deep appreciation for 

the continued co-operation offered the Regional Office,

The Americas (Official Records No. 97, pages 127-172; Document EB25/65, pages 83-84

Dr MUNOZ said that the recent earthquake in the Arequipa area of Southern Peru 

had caused the death of more than 100 persons. Three hundred persons had been 

injured and 80 per cent, of the houses were in ruins. The winter conditions, the 

lack of housing and the destruction of drinking-water supplies would cause serious 

public health problems and the risk of epidemics, which, as the area was on the borders
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of Bolivia and Chile, would affect those countries also. He asked the members of 

the Board, the Director-General and the Regional Director for the Americas whether 

they could consider some means of helping the stricken area without changing the 

budget estimates.

The CHAIRMAN pointed out that the budget estimates under discussion were for 

I96I and it was in i960 that the help was required.

Dr MUNOZ said that the problem would still exist in I96I since reconstruction 

would not prove easy. All the hospitals and health centres had been destroyed.

Dr CASTILLO suggested that the Board might meet Dr Muñoz»з request by adopting a 

resolution in which it would take note of the catastrophe, express its sympathy to 

the Government of Peru, and recommend that the Director-General carry out an integrated 

health programme in the Arequipa area through the Regional Office for the Americas.

Mr OLIVERO supported the suggestion that some such action should be taken.

Dr HOHWITZ, Regional Director for the Americas, said that if such a draft 

resolution were to be approved, and the Director-General were to ask the Regional 

Office what were the possibilities of helping the Peruvian Government, he believed 

that it would be possible at least to initiate some action, if the Government of Peru 

made a concrete proposal in connexion with project Peru 22, referred to on page 134 

of Official Records No. 97. That project, relating to public health services, had been 

in operation since 1958. There would be no difficulty in ensuring that the sanitary 

engineer and the nurse who were in Peru, and the chief country adviser, should co-operate 

with the Government in the public health plan in the earthquake area. Such action 

would not necessitate any substantial change in the budget estimates for i960 or I96I.
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The CHAIRMAN suggested that in view of the statement made by tho Regional Director 

it might not be necessary for the Board to adopt a formal resolution.

Dr CASTILLO said that he was satisfied with the statement made by the Regional 

Director.

Dr METCALFE asked whether the Government of Peru had made any request for 

assistance from the Organization.

Dr HORWITZ said that no such request had yet been received.

Dr MUNOZ said that the Government of Peru had already received assistance from 

many countries, including drugs and food from the United States, Argentina, the 

neighbouring countries and, in fact, from almost all the countries of the Americas,

It had not yet made any request for assistance. He thanked Dr Castillo for his 

proposal and the members of the Board for their goodwill.

The CHAIRMAN proposed that the Board should agree that if the Government of 

Peru made a request to the Director-General, assistance should be given as suggested 

by Dr Horwitz.

It was so agreed.

South-East Asia (Official Records No. 97# pages 173’"205í Document EB25/65.* 
pages 85-86)

There was no comment.

Europe (Official Records No. 97# pages 206-240j Document EB25/65, pages 87-88)

There was no comment.
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Eastern Mediterranean (Official Records No. 97> PP* 241-275: Document EB25/65* 

pp. 89-92)

Dr CHATTY referred to the question he had raised in the Standing Committee on 

Administration and Finance concerning statistics in the Region. He believed that 

there was a need to strengthen activities in that field.

Dr TABA, Regional Director for the Eastern Mediterranean, agreed that assistance 

in that connexion was very important and should be developed. The Organization was, 

in fact, increasing its assistance and from i960 onwards there would be, in addition 

to the statisticians working with projects at country level, a regional adviser on 

statistics (referred to on page 259 of Official Records No. 97) and a statistician 

working on the inter-country programme on tuberculosis epidemiology. Should the 

need arise, assistance could be increased as appropriate and the Organization would 

do its best to deal with the problem.

Dr CHATTY said that he was not completely satisfied. He believed that the 

Staff of the Regional Office itself should be strengthened so that it could give 

more assistance to the Region in regard to statistics.

Dr TABA said that he would take note of Dr Chatty's suggestion and would 

strengthen his statistical services should further need arise.

Dr CHATTY drew attention to paragraph 119 of the First Report of the Standing 

Committee on Administration and Finance. The Regional Director kad explained to 

the Standing Committee that although several bilharziasis control programmes had 

been carried out, no very definite results had so far been obtained. A very



successful control programme had been carried out in the north of Syria and the work 

done by the Organization in that area was greatly appreciated. The area was limited, 

the population small, and there were few streams; it seemed that the area might 

provide perfect conditions for an experiment which might be taken beyond control, 

and the results of which might lead to subsequent eradication.

Dr TABA said that, as he had mentioned in presenting his report for the Region, 

three pilot projects were proposed, but it was doubtful whether the small area 

referred to by Dr Chatty could be used for demonstration or research in either control 

or eradication, applicable to other areas of the Region. The problem there was not 

only limited but differed from that in other areas, such as Egypt and the Sudan, 

where the disease was a much greater problem. The type of irrigation, the tradition 

of the inhabitants and the form of the disease itself were all different. After 

careful consideration, it had been thought that Egypt would provide a better terrain 

for a pilot project. It was true that the control programme in the area referred 

to by Dr Chatty had been successful and the incidence of the disease had been much 

reduced. The matter would be considered further and it might prove possible for a 

small project to be established in the future for the eradication of bilharziasis 

in that very limited area.

Dr CHATTY thanked Dr Taba for his reply and left the matter for his consideration. 

He expressed appreciation of the pilot project in Egypt, which he was sure would
»

prove valuable.

EB25/Min/13
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Western Pacific (Official Records No, 97* РР- 276-^05; Document EB25/65, 
pp. 93-95)

Dr METCALFE paid tribute to the valuable work done by Dr Fang, Regional Director 

for the Western Pacific, and his colleagues in the Region.

Inter-Regional and Other Activities (Official Records No. 97/ РР* 306-312;

Document EB25/65* PP« 96-101)

Dr METCALFE recalled that, in the Standing Committee on Administration and 

Finance, he had questioned the value of the proposed leprosy conference referred to 

on page 307 of Official Records No. 97» Inter-regional 88. He believed that the 

proposed conference could be omitted with no disadvantage.

Dr KAUL, referring to paragraphs 144 and 1^5 of the First Report of the Standing 

Committee on Administration and Finance, said that the proposed leprosy conference 

was part of a long-term programme for the development of control measures for 

leprosy and for the training of workers in the field, and for their orientation to 

a newer approaoh to leprosy problems. In the past few years, the Organization had 

arranged a number of inter-country programmes in the Western Pacific, South-East 

Asian and Afriean Regions. The proposed conference was intended to bring together 

workers from the Eastern Mediterranean and Europe to exchange ideas and to discuss 

m o d e m  methods of control. The project was in accordance with a need felt by the 

countries and the workers in the field, and past conferences had proved very 

successful.

Dr METCALFE said that he remained unconvinced of the value of the conference* 

although he accepted the explanation given by Dr Kaul. He further expressed doubt 

as to the advantages of the proposed conference on training of auxiliaries referred
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to under Education and Training (Inter-regional 93) on page 307 of Official Records 

No. 97» He suggested that the saving which would be effected if that conference and 

the leprosy conference were not held might compensate in part for the extra 

expenditure involved in holding the Fourteenth World Health Assembly in New Delhi.

Dr KAUL referred to paragraphs 147-149 of the First Report of the Standing 

Committee on Administration and Finance, which gave the detailed reasons for the 

holding of the conference on training of auxiliaries. It was part of a programme 

which the Organization had been building up as the result of a need felt in different 

parts of the world for assistance in training health auxiliaries.

The estimates for regional activities were approved.

Malaria; Operations planned to be financed from the Malaria Eradication Special 
Account and including Regular, Technical Assistance and other extra-budgetary funds 
^Annex 3 to Official Records No. 97# РР* 313-3621 Document EB25/65# pp. 102-104; 
Document EB25/72)

Mr SIEGEL drew the Board's attention to the summary table on page 315 of 

Official Records No. 97# which contained a consolidated summary of cost estimates for 

malaria operations under all sources of funds for the years 1959# I960 and 196l. The 

total estimates for 196l amounted to $ 16 472 247.

He also drew attention to the S3cond Iteport of the Standing Committee on 

Administration and Finance (EB25/72), which dealt with operations planned to be 

financed from the Malaria Eradication Special Account.

The CHAIRMAN said that the Board had taken note of the paragraph 162 given in 

the Second Report of the Standing Committee, which replaced paragraph 162 of 

Chapter IV of the Committee's First Report.

The estimates concerning malaria operations were approved without comment.
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Text and Proposed Estimates for the Intensified Medical Research Programme under 
the Regular Budget and the Special Account for Medical Research (Annex 4 to 
Official Records No. 97# PP* 365-374; Document EB25/65, pp. 105-114 and Appendix 7)

Mr SIEGEL recalled that there had not been sufficient time after the meeting 

of the Advisory Committee on Medical Research to include the details of the research 

programme for I960 or 1961 in Official Records No. 97» The Health Assembly had 

requested that a report should be submitted to the twenty-fifth session of the 

Executive Board on the priorities and plans proposed and the Director-General had 

accordingly presented to the Standing Committee on Administration and Finance a 

comprehensive report and cost estimates for all activities planned under the 

regular budget and under the Special Account for Medical Research. That report was 

reproduced as Appendix 7 to the First Report of the Standing Committee on Admini

stration and Finance (document EB25/65) and superseded Annex 4 of Official Records 

No. 97» He suggested that the Board would, therefore, wish to deal only with 

Appendix 7 , which gave details of the programme planned for i960 and 1961.

The CHAIRMAN drew attention to the proposal on page 24 of Appendix 7 that 

there should be a meeting of a scientific group representative of research organi

zations of the chemical manufacturing industry. During the discussion of that 

proposal in the Standing Committee, the question had been raised of the advisability 

of WHO inviting officially representatives of the chemical industries and several 

members had expressed their views on that subject. The Director-General had agreed 

that the question was a very important one and had suggested that the Standing 

Committee bring the matter to the attention of the Executive Board for a full discussion.
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Dr KAUL,'Assistant Director-General, said that the discussion in the Standing 

Committee had brought out the fact that the co-operation of the chemical industry 

was necessary in the programme of vector control and insecticide development. The 

Organization had in the past been in touch with the industry through several channels, 

in particular with experts from the industry working on insect resistance or on 

vector control, who had, for example, been invited as members of expert groups. It 

was essential that the industry, which had resources for the development of new 

insecticides, should be aware of the problems facing the workers in the field. It 

was necessary that there should be much wider contact and a more direct approach to 

laboratories where research was going on. In the original proposal reference had 

been made only to private industry; but, as had been pointed out, in some parts of 

the world the chemical industry was wholly or partly state-controlled, and the 

Director-General would consider how he could ensure the participation of all types 

of industry in all parts of the world. Where the industry was state-controlled, the 

approach might be made through government channels.

The CHAIRMAN, speaking in his personal capacity, said that he had been unable 

to agree to the meeting. It was natural that the Organization should wish to bring 

its needs to the notice of the private or public ehemical industries, but it was 

proposed to invite "two representatives from each chemieal company performing 

research on resistance and engaged in the development of new compounds”. It would 

seem dangerous for the Organization to select the companies to be invited, since 

those who were not invited would be dissatisfied. He considered that the invitation 

should be general and that all those interested in the problem should be invited# 

if it were not to appear that the Organization had selected certain companies to 

inform them of its needs, thus giving them a form of priority or, at least, a certain 

commercial advantage.
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Dr METCALFE said that Professor Aujaleu's remarks accurately reflected the 

feeling in the Standing Committee on Administration and Finance.

Mr BRADY, alternate to Dr Hourihane, asked if the Director-General would comment 

on Professor Aujaleu's interesting suggestion that the invitation to the chemical 

companies should be general rather than selective.

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL said that it had not been planned to invite the industry 

in general. The Organization was interested only in those companies which were 

undertaking research and spending money on the development of new insecticides and 

which could help the Organization in that field. Selection would be difficult, and 

the form of invitation would have to be adapted to each type of enterprise, being 

addressed to governments where the industry was state-controlled. He did not believe 

however, that selection by the Organization would amount to granting a privilege to 

the companies concerned. If the meeting should decide on the requirements, they 

would be made known to all those interested. There might, of course, be a few months 

delay in doing so, and that was important in industrial competition, but a solution 

would have to be found for that problem. WHO's experience of meetings had been that 

they avoided the restriction of knowledge to certain circles and made it known around 

the world.

The text and proposed estimates for the intensified medical research programme 
under the regular budget and the Special Account for Medical Research were 
approved.


