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I, Narae of Organization 

The International Federation of Medical Student Associations (IP№A) 
Fédération internationale des Associations d'étudiants en Médecine 

II. Address of Headquarters 

General Secretariat of the IPMBA 
Dontus Medica 
Kristianiasíide 12 В 
Copenhagen 0 
Denmark 

11工. Aí.clresses of all Branch or Regional Headquarters 
_• _•晒 • и _ i i _ • ii •_ и • • • i i — ― ― 

There are at present no regional headquarters apart from the Standing 
Committees of the Federation which are given under question VIII, but 
please refer to the accompanying Appendix. The addresses of member 
associations are to be found below. 

IV • Membership 

(a) Total number of persons 

171 9^9 

(b) Do these persons pay directly or are the subscriptions paid Ъу 
affiliated organizations? 

Subscriptions are paid by the affiliated organizations• 

(c) List affiliated organizations^ giving their country and the total 
number of persons belonging to each 

AUSTRIA Osterreichische Hochschulerschaft (2121) 

CANADA Canadian Association of Medical Students and Internes (3771) 

1 As provided by the applicant on l^.S.59 
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DENMARK The International Medical Co-operation Committee (2斗20〉 

ЕСтУРТ Medical League for International Friendly Relations (5044) 

FINLAND Finnish Medical Students' International Committee (1180、 

PRANCE Fédération Nationale des Etudiants en Médecine de Prance 
(30 114) 

GERMANY, Federal Pachgruppe Medizin im Verband Deutscher 
Republic of Studentenschaften (22 ^80) 

GREAT BRITAIN 

ICELAND 

ISRAEL 

ITALY 

LEBANON 

MALTA 

NETHERLANDS 

NEW ZEALAND 

NIGERIA 

NORWAY 

PAKISTAN 

POLAND 

British Medical Students' Association (10 928) 

Pelas Laeknaneraa, Haskoli Islands (2)7) 

Israel Society of Medical Students (4l4) 

Segretariato Italiano Studenti in Medicina, UNURI (31 78l) 

President Amicale Etudiants en Médecine (4)6) 

Malta Medical Students' Association (^14) 

Verbond van Medische Studenten Paculteiten in Nederland 
(6^2) 

Medical Students' Association, Otago (530) 

Association of Medical Students of Nigeria (1000) 

Medical Students' Councils of Oslo and Bergen (5^4) 

Young Medicos Organization (4285) 

Co-ordinating Committee of Medical Academy Students 
(21 000; this is an approximate total) 

SPAIN 10 000 

SWEDEN Medicinska Porenlngen of Stockholm, Goteborg, Lund 

and Uppsala (2495) 

SWITZERLAND Associations des Candidats en Médecine Suisse (3247) 

IVRKEY Turkiye Tip Talebeleri Birligi (1373) 

YUGOSLAVIA Jugoslovenski Komitet Saveza Studenata Medicine 工 
Stomatologije (9289) 
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(Notes: 1 夢 Of the above. New Zealand is at present an Associate Member of the 
Federation, such membership being constitutionally granted to associations 
which: 

(i) are deprived by geographical position from regular attendance 
at the meetings, 

(ii) are unable for financial reasons to undertake full membership, 

(iii) are interested in the IPMSA and its activities but wish to 
study them more closely before becoming full members• 

2. The Medical Student Association of the United Arab Republic has 
given notice of its intention to apply for its acceptance as the member 
country of the Federation in place of the now disbanded Medical League 
for Friendly Relations of Egypt• If this be granted the membership would 
be increased by 

In addition to the above members
4
 indication has been received from 

-the Medical Student Association, South Africa of its intention to apply 
to the General Assembly for entry as a member of the Federation.) 

(d) Note various types of membership^ such as associate members^ with 
numbers and pertinent facts 

The Association has three types of membership: 

(i〉 full membership^ 

(ii) associate membership, as defined above, 

(iii) honorary membership, 

which is granted by the General Assembly to persons whom the Federation wish 
to honour or whom the Federation deem to have performed outstanding service 
on behalf of the Federation. 

The present list of Honorary Members is: 

Dr Louis Bauer, Secretary-General of WMA 

Dr O. Leuch， former Treasurer of WMA 

Dr V , A
#
 Penger^ WMA Liaison Officer to IFMSA 
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Dr R. Crossley 
Dr E. Holst 
Dr E. Odenbach 
Dr A. Gilmour 
Dr A. Moberg 
Dr E. Goldschmidt 
Dr H. Wulff 

all of whom are 
the Federation 

former officers of 

General purposes of the Organization 

To quote paragraph 2 of the Constitution of the Federation 

"The aims of the International Federation of Medical Student 
Associations are to study and promote the interests of medical 
student co-operation on a purely professional basis and to 
promote activities in the field of student health and student 
relief." 

Pargtgraph 3 of the Constitution goes further by defining that 

w

I t (the Federation) shall pursue these aims by: 

(a) establishing a permanent form of contact between medical 
student organizations> 

(b) promoting exchange of ideas by international correspondence 
and by professional exchange of medical students between various 
countries, 

(c) stimulating student international clinical congresses, 

(d) trying to carry into effect the re commendations made at 
the General Assembly^ 

(e) publishing news of medical interest through international 
copies of national or local medical student periodicals, 

(f) encouraging the recognition of internships and courses 
attended in all countries, 

(g) collecting opinions and information on the subject of 
medical education, 

(h) co-operating with national and international organizations 
in health and relief work, 

(i) acting as a liaison between medical student organizations 
and world organizations in fields of common interest 
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VI• (a) What Is the primary function of the Organization? 

From the above sections of the Federation's Constitution it will be 
seen that the IFMSA has no single primary function. However, the 
primary function of the Federation might well be defined as 

the promotion and administration of 

(i) international medical student co-operation^ and 

(ii) investigation into and, where feasible, action in matters 
of professional interest to students of medicine throughout 
the world會 

(b) What are the secondary functions? 

The secondary functions of the International Federation are all directly 
connected with this primary function^ and these functions are controlled 
and directed by Standing Committees of the Federation., each of which is 
undertaken by one member country of the Federation. Member countries 
are elected to these Standing Committees at the General Assembly• 

A . The Standing Committee on Student Health (SCOSH) is in charge of 

(i) initiating and guiding investigations into student health 
conditions, services and requirements in member countries and 
reporting on these investigations, 

(ii) initiating and administering appeals on behalf of students 
in need in order that necess^y medical supplies might be made 
available to these students^ 

(iii) promoting international congresses with the specific 
purpose of considering, in the light of expert guidance, the 
problems of student health in all countries and methods of 
dealing with these problems which lie within the means and 
Constitution of the Federation, 

(iv) maintaining contact and co-operation with international 
organizations with a view to offering help to and working 
together with such organizations in the fields of student 
health and student relief• 

B» The Standing Committee on Professional Exchange (SCOPE) concerns 
itself with establishing liaison between the member associations in 
order that professional exchange might be instituted and encouraged. 
The Standing Committee co-ordinates and correlates the exchange pro-
gramme of the member countries in order that the best possible use 
may be made of the places available in the hospitals of every country• 
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A sub-conanittee of the SCOPE, recently established, is engaged in 
collecting and collating the student travel concessions which are 
available in member countries of the Federation^ The purpose of these 
investigations is to make available to members in an easily consulted 
form comprehensive information on the subject of travel reductions, 
since the cost of transport is one of the factors which limits the 
exchange of students. 

The SCOPE also has the power to recognize and encourage on behalf 
of the Federation medical student courses, conferences and study 
tours organized in member countries• In 1959 for example, courses 
in Scandinavia, Yugoslavia, Austria and the United Kingdom have 
received Federation sanction. 

It is the policy of the Federation to encourage study tours and in 
pursuit of this policy attempts were made to initiate Asian and 
African study tours• These attempts^ despite a considerable amount 
of work were unfortunately unsuccessful owing to problems of finance. 

C. The Standing Committee on Medical Education (SCOME) is at present 
engaged in a five-year plan aimed at obtaining detailed and statis-
tically accurate information on the systems of education pursued in 
the various raember countries^ The purpose of this ambitious investiga-
tion is to provide member associations of the Federation with a source 
of information which they may use in approaching authorities in their 
own countries, since medical student associations in many countries 
have a not inconsiderable say in their own education* 

In its work, the SCOME receives the advice of the World Medical 
Association and, through the Federation,s member associations, of 
the senior national medical associations« 

D. The Standing Committee on Medical Films (SCOMP) devotes itself 
to the promotion of the exchange of outstanding medical films between 
raember associations. As a rosult of a three-year programme which was 
completed recently, an international film catalogue will be published 
this summer which will outline in detail the methods available for 
establishing exchange。 Contact i£ maintained by the Director of the 
SCOÎ® with tho International Scientific Film Association, from which 
invaluable advice is forthcoming. 

The SCOMP further initiates and encourages international film congresses^ 
where student discussion is incorporated in order that international 
student opinion on the making of medical films may be made available ， 
to those concerned in their production. 
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E. The Standing Committee on Publications (SCOP) performs the function 
of preparing the magazine of the Pederation - "intermedica"• While 
this is still in its infancy, it is hoped that this will become an 
important medium through which student and expert articles on matters 
of professional nature may be widely disseminated and by which promotion 
of the affairs of the Pederation may be effected. 

The SCOP is also responsible for minor publications of the Federation^ 

p# Another secondary function of the Federation is conducted by the 
Committee for Extension of Activities which concerns itself with con-
tacting medical students in countries which are not yet represented 
in the Federation. 

VII. (a) Does the organization advocate any special health measures or 
procedures? 

The Pederation supports the policy of establishing student health 
services in all student communities』 since it is firmly believed that 
such communities present their own specific health problems, requiring 
particular care and investigation, Further^ such communities provide 
ari excellent opportunity for improving the health of the general 
population not only by the direct effect of taking health measures 
in the student section of the population but also by virtue of the 
less obvious> but nevertheless important, effect of providing the 
community at large with a nucleus of people educated in simple public 
health matters• 

In addition the IFMSA has laid emphasis on the importance of the 
universal availability of the sera and facilities necessary for 
administration of adequate prophylactic measures• (This latter was 
by motion cf the International Health Congress) 

(b) Has the organization any special reservations as to treatment 
or health procedures? 

The organization has no special reservations as to treatment or health 
procedures• 

VIII, Can officially designated representatives speak authoritatively for the 
membership on matters concerned with the stated purposes of the organigatlon? 

The Directors of the Standing Committees which are enumerated above are 
acknowledged in medical student circles as being authorities on the 
subject with which their particular Standing Committee concerns itself, 
and are therefore fully supported by the Federation as the ICTeA,s 
spokesmen on those subjects• The Directors at present are: 
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Student Health 
Professional Exchange 
Medical Education 
Medical Films 
Publications 

Guiseppe Balbo of Italy 
Jochen Knackstedt of Germany 
Per Hansson of Sweden 
Brian Lentle of the United Kingdom 
John Bootes of the United Kingdom 

In addition to these, our acknowledged specialists in their own field, 
the President and Secretary-General of the Federation are qualified, 
by virtue of their close contact with all aspects of the work of the 
Federation, to speak on behalf of the Federation on the work of the 
Standing Committees, the administration of the Federation^ the external 
and internal relations, indeed, on all of the Federation's aims and 
activities. 

IX
#
 Specific interest with reference to the work of the World Health 

Organization 

The Federation has frequently affirmed - especially at the International 
Congress in Paris _ its wholehearted agreement with the principles 
outlined in the preamble to the Constitution of the World Health 
Organization as adopted in New York in July 19^6

#
 In addition it has 

expressed its support for the objective and functions of the WHO as 
laid down in Articles 1 and 2 of the aforementioned Constitution. 
Particular mention was made at the 1957 Congress of the IPMSA^s 
support for the WHO functions outlined in items (f), (g)j (J), (m), 
(o), (r) and (u) of Article 2 of the WHO Constitution. 

This support is the subject of a motion being laid before the next 
General Assembly of the Federation -

"That the International Federation of Medical Student Associations 
reaffirms its wholehearted support of the principlesj objective 
and functions of the World Health Organization as laid out in 
that organization's Constitution - Preamble and Chapters One and 
Two - and, in so doing) pledges itself to provide to the WHO any 
assistance which it may be within the Federation^ power to 
offer." 

The two broader methods by which the Federation might fulfil the second 
section of this motion are discussed in the conclusion to this documents 

X . Officers of the Organisation 

President 
Vice-President 
Secretary-General 
Assistant Secretary 
Treasurer 

Miss Marianne Bjerregard^ Copenhagen 
Mr William G. S, Russell, London 

Mr Graham D. Lister, Glasgow 
Mr Thainy B . Intveld, Utrecht 
Mr Hans Langgard, Copenhagen 

The Federation has no paid personnel, all its officers being under-
graduates engaged on the study of medicine• 
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the President 
the Vice-President 
the Secretary-General 
the Treasurer 
three other representatives from member countries. 

B« With advisory capacity 

(6) the Assistant Secretary 
(7) Directors of Standing Committees 
(8) Specialists co-opted by the Executive Board. 

He (1) and (2) the President shall be from the
 и

Chairman country" 
and the Vice-President from the

 п

 ex-Chairman country*
1

 • : 

Re (5) these three representatives shall come from the member 
countries but not necessarily from the countries having the 
Standing Committees 

(b) Frequency of meetings 

Yet again quoting the Constitution 

"12. The General Assembly shall meet annually … 

20. Meetings of the Executive Board shall be held at least once 
a years" 

Structure 

(a) Policy-making bodies such as Conference, Governing Body, Executive 
Committee 

To quote the Constitution of the Federation 

n

9# The final and decisive power is exercised by the General 
Assembly» 

10• (a) An Executive Board elected by the General Assembly 
shall be responsible for the work between meetings of the 
Assembly, . . 

(b) The Executive Board shall consist of: 

A, Entitled with voting power 

1
 2

 3

 4

 5
 

/
\
/
l
\
/
i
/
t
\
/
\
 

In point of fact, the Executive Board meets both before and after the 
General Assembly and on one other occasion per year independently. 
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General Assembly last met during the period 28 August to 斗 September 
1953. 

The Executive Board last met during the period 斗麵11 January 1959» 

(c) Voting procedure 

Section 5» of the Constitution of the Federation reads 

"Voting• Every country shall have two votes in the General Assembly. 
For every 5000 members the country shall have one additional vote 
up to a maximum of five, including the two basic votes) 

and Section 13 

''Decisions of the General Assembly except those under paragraph 6, 
11(c) and 14 shall be taken with a simple majority/

1 

(The paragraphs referred to are concerned with relieving 
a country of membership^ relieving an Executive Officer of 
his position and changing the Federations Constitution 
respectively, each of which requires a two-thirds majority•) 

⑷ Affiliation with other organizations, including International 
organizations 

The Federation has strong connexions with the World Medical Association, 
liaison between the two organizations being conducted by the Secretary-
General of IFMSA on one hand and Dr V . к. Fengar on the other. 

In. addition, the IFMSA is associated with the international federations 
of economic students, veterinary students, dental students, engineering 
students and pharmaceutical students in the Council of International 
Student Faculty Organizations. This Council unfortunately has few 
meetings on account of the considerable financial outlay viiich would 
be involved. 

XII. Finances 

A• Income 

The IFMSA income is derived from: 
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I. Membership fees which at present total • • • • • • £ ；50斗 

£10 for 1000 students or less and 
£ 1 for every further 1000 students 

• 2. Application forms (Student Exchange, Clerkships, etc.) 

5/- each per student applicant (1955-56 £13斗） 
(1956-57 £174) 
(Í957-58 £242) 

There is an increase in exchanges every year 
and estimated income for 1958-59 £ 500 

Annual donation from World Medical Association • • £ 70 

斗. Donations from Drug Houses, etc. to President for 
his expenses during year of office vary from 
country to country but are of the order of • • • • (£200) 

Total general income • • • £ 67斗 

В. Expenditure 

Expenses of Directors of Standing Committees and other members of the 
Executive Board attending Executive Board Meetings and General Assemblies 
are paid for by tha individual's home country. The monies listed in the 
1БМЗА budget as allocated to Standing Committees are for the administra-
tion of the working programmes of such committees.^" • 

X I U . History 

In 19斗6 the International Union of Students was established by students 
from all parts of the world, and in 19^8 the first Students

1

 International 
Clinical Conference was organized in Britain under the auspices of tiie 
IÜS. Students at this Conference expressed the need of ал international 
medical student organization, and in the same year a Medical Faculty 
Bureau of the IUS was formed. This was, however, abolished by the 1Ш 
in 19^9 as being unnecessary. 

In I95O two conferences were held outwith 
medical student associations and national 
establishment of an international medical 
purely with professional matters

#
 • 

the auspicee of the IUS by-
student unions to discuss the 
student organization concerned 

1 Annual budgets and sources of income held by the Secretariat 
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The proposals of these conferences were rejected at a World Student 
Congress organized in Prague by the IUS. During and immediately after 
this congress several member countries saw fit to resign from the 

Subsequently, in May of 1951, a meeting of the medical student associa-
tions of Austria, Denmark, Finland., the Netherlands, Norway^ Sweden, 
the United Kingdom and the Federal Republic of Germany, set up the 
Constituting Committee of an International Federation of Medical 
Stud^it Associations» 

The First General Assembly of this body was held in London during the 
period 1-3 July 1952, and the International Federation was formally 
established. 

The subsequent development of the Federation is best appreciated by-
consulting the Grey Manual

1

 of the IPMSA^ which is a synopsis of the 
resolutions passed at the General Assemblies of the Federation. 

XIV會 Activities 

Professional exchange 

The development of the exchange of medical students on clinical clerk-
ships to the stage at which, in 1958, approximately two thousand 
students exchanged between the member associations under the guidance 
of the Standing Committee on Professional Exchange• 

The successful organization of Student International Clinical Conferences 
in different member countries in each year since the establishment of 
the Federation. While providing instruction in the medical problems 
and techniques of the host country these have incidentally promoted 
relations between medical students of the member associations• 

The annual publication of a booklet informing students of places 
available and of conferences being arranged in member countries• 

Student health 

The development of relations with the World University Service with 
the consequent investigation into Student Health Schemes throughout 
the world and the publication of a combined report by the SCOSH -
then vested in Finland - and the WUS in 195^. 

The organization of the First International Student Health Congress 
under the patronage of President fU Coty in Paris during February of 
1957• The report of this meeting was widely circulated to interested 
persons and organizations• 

1 Held by the Secretariat 
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The initiation of appeals on behalf of students in need throughout 
the worlds These appeals are for medical supplies and are prepared 
in co-operation with the WUS* A. pilot scheme conducted by the 
British Medical Students

1

 Association yielded £1250 worth of drugs 
and medical supplies from a limited appeal on behalf of destitute 
students in North Africa» 

Medical education 

The preparation of a report for the First World Conference on Medical 
Education in 1953 and the representation of student opinion at that 
meeting. (Representatives of the Pederation will attend the Second 
V/orld Conference this year,) 

The preparation of preliminary reports on student education in member 
countries by the Netherlands during 1957 and 1958, 

Medical films 

Established in 1957, this Standing Committee has amassed the material 
and information necessary for the publication of an international film 
catalogue, and for the successful exchange of films between member 
associations. 

The organization of the First Clinical Film Course in Amsterdam in 
1959• Outstanding medical films of several countries were shown and 
discussed by representatives of several countries, both from the 
point of view of content and of method of production. The Course 
was attended by the Secretary of the International Scientific Pilra 
Association and relationships have been established with that 
organization, • 

Publications 

The development of an international medical student journal (Intermedica) 
to the point where its distribution covers both the twenty-three 
member countries and non-member countries, five thousand copies of 
the last issue being published. 

Development of the Federation 

In seven years the Pederation has grown from a membership of eight 
countries of one continent to a membership of twenty-three associa-
tions drawn from all five inhabited continents• 

The above is a synopsis of the main activities of the Pederation since 
its inception, A fuller and more detailed picture may be obtained by 
consulting the reports mentioned under XVI below. 



EB25AG0/8 
pago ДЛ 

1 
XV. Publications 

(a) The Federation Journal -"工ntermedica" - is published in London 
and it is intended to issue three editions per year in three languages. 
It is at present published twice per year in English> containing informa-
tion on the activities of the Federation together with articles of 
international medical student interest. The summer 1959 edition -
which has unfortunately been delayed by a British printing strike -
is concerned with world health, having articles by prominent authorities 
on this subject, including the Director-General of the World Health 
Organization. 

(b) "How to go Abroad" is published annually by the Standing Committee 
on Professional Exchange of the Federation» It details the exchange 
programmes of the member associations of the Federation, while also 
outlining the exchange regulations of the Federation and briefly 
indicating travel reductions available. 

In addition to the official publications of the Federation, almost all 
the member associations publish journals and official reports, in which 
Federation business is given full coverage• 

Apart from the above general publications, reports are published on 
all the meetings and activities of the Federation and its Standing 
Committees• 

1 
XVI參 Documentation 

A, Grey Manual - incorporating the Federation's Constitution 

B , Annual budgets and sources of income, financial statements, etc, 

C, IPMSA Journal "intermecUca" 

D, SCOPE publication "Medical students, how to go abroad" 

E, Each of the last four General Assembly reports 

F
e
 Report of the 20th meeting of the Executive Board of the Federation -

Helsinki 

G. Chairman Nation report to the 1959 Executive Board of the Federation 

K, Report from the Exchange Officers
1

 Meeting held in Helsinki - 1959 

I, Report from the Director Standing Committee on Medical Films 

J. Report on undergraduate medical education in Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland 

1 Held by the Secretariat 
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К, Preliminary reports prepared on Member Countries of the Federation 
(Finland and Sweden) 

Reports from the Organizing Committee on the proposed African and 
Asian study tours 

Recent memorandum on the organization of drug appeals on behalf of 
refugee students 

N
#
 A study of University Health Services 

0. Programme of the 1st International Congress of Student Health - 1957 

P
#
 IFIVSA addresses list。 

Conclusion 

In presenting the above request for entry into official relationships 
with the World Health Organization, we would humbly ask the Standing 
Committee on Non-Governinental Organizations to consider these, the reasons 
for the Federation

1

s having applied for such status. 

Tho International Federation of Medical Student Associations represents 
a considerable proportion of tho medic ol students of the world and its 
growth promises that it may^ within the foreseeable future, represent 
the vast majority of these students as it is now the only international 
medical student organization in existence

c
 It is considered that this 

latter action will act as an encouragement to medical student associa-
tions affiliated to the IUS but as yet not members of tho Federation 
to become so

e 

By definition^ the Federation is concemcd solely with matters of 
professional interest to medical students and again, by the definition 
of a medical student, health presents itself as tho primary professional 
interest of medical students throughout the world• In attemioting to 
foster this interest of its members, the IFM3A wishes to 

(a) provide its menbers v/ith regular and accurate information 
on worf.d healthy 

(b) do whatever is within the powers of tho Federation to assist 
in the quest for world health, while taking carc not to encroach 
upon the activities of other more senior organizations. 

It is the opinion of the Federation that both these aims might well be 
fulfilled by official relations with the World Health Organization, but 
even more important that, in satisfying these aims of the Federation, 
the IEMSA may be able to offer its student admini s trati on and student 
contacts to the service of the World Health Organization, 
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Firstly, it is unfortunately true that few medical students are aware 
of the problems of world health and therefore of the aims and functions 
of the World Health Organization, We feel that as the medical men of 
tomorrow, medical students should take an active interest in the World 
Health Organization. The Federation, in applying for official relation-
ships with the WHO, hopes to serve the dual function of providing its 
members with an improved source of information and, in so doing, perform 
a service to the World Health Organization by acting as a link with the 
doctors of the future. In order to do so, the publications, meetings 
and conferences of the Federation and its member associations would be 
laid open to the representatives of WHO. 

To deal with the second point, namely the desire of the Federation to 
assist in the quest for world health, the work of the Federation^ 
Standing Committee on Student Health must be considered. Much work 
has been initiated by the SCOSH and a fair amount of it has been brought 
to fruition • witness the survey of student health services in co-
operation with the World University Service; the International Student 
Health Congress; the recent appeal for medical supplies• Some of the 
programme has, however, not been completed satisfactorily• This is 
not, in our opinion, a reflection on the officers entrusted with these 
tasks but rather evidence of the immensity of most undertakings in the 
field of world health. Since ours is ал orsanization of part-time 
officers, most fields of work must inevitably prove too large for the 
IFMSA to undertake on its own. IFMSA does however present a large 
number of potential health workers all trained to a greater or lesser 
degree. We would suggest that by the establishment of official relation-
ships with the World Health Organization, this as yet untapped source of 
part-time help could be directed into work which would be of assistance 
to that organization. 

Our case for official relationships is based therefore on two points, 
namely, 

(a) that the World Health Organization might establish greater 
contact with the medical students of the world through the 
channels already existing in the Federation and may thereby 
increase the knowledge of those students on the subject of world 
health and the work of the Organization, and 

(b) that the activities of the Standing Committee on Student 
Health of the IFMSA could be directed into fields of investiga-
tion and work which would be of assistance to the World Health 
Organization in particular and of value to world health in general. 

In closing this, our application for official status, we would thank the 
members of the WHO Standing Committee on Non-Governmental Organizations 
for having considered this request. 
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APPENDIX 

Having concern with the plans for the future structure of the International 
Federation of Medical Student Associations. 

1
#
 The time has come when steps must be taken to overcome the problem of 

those medical student associations which, having expressed Interest in 
the aims and activities of the ШУБА, are prevented from taking an 
active part in the Federation

1

s affairs, and are therefore discouraged 
from taking out even associate membership, by virtue of their great 
distance from the centre of the ISMSA's affairs• 

2. In student organizations the factors of time and money loom even more 
ominously than they do in other international organizations, since the 
officers have only a limited amount of time to spend away from their 
studies while the finances of most of these organizations are very low. 

In view of these considerations, the Executive Board agreed in January 
of 1959 to the principle of a regional organization. 

4. The following are extracts from the Chairman Nation Report to the 
Executive Board Meeting which formed the basis of the Board

1

s agreement 
on this matters 

M

(i) the Federation should consist of the following Regions 

Africa, Asia, Europe, Latin America^ Northern America and Pacific, 

(ii) each region should be virtually autonomous, being required 
to hold one General Assembly per aimum, at which would be elected 
a Regional Council having officers and standing committees in much 
the same way as the current Executive Board, 

(iii) the Regional General Assemblies would consider both items 
of universal and specifically regional interest and would have the 
power to appoint such standing committees as they deemed necessary, 

(iv) the Regional Councils would be required to meet on at least 
one occasion during the period between Regional General Assemblies, 

(V) in addition to the regional structure outlined above, there 
would also be a World Council of the ГИУВА composed of the Regional 
Chairman and S e cr e tar ies -General and the Directors of World Standing 
Conunittees, 

(vi) the World Council would be required to meet at least once per 
annum, if possible at the time and place of the World Medical Associa-
t i o n ^ General Assembly, and would be required to elect its own 
officers, 
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(vii) World Standing Committees would be established by the World 
Council, and countries would be appointed to control of a World 
Standing Committee for a period of not less than three years• 
Regional Councils would be instructed to establish Regional Standing 
Committees corresponding to the World Standing Committee with the 
duty of maintaining liaison between member countries and the 
World Standing Committee in question, (as indicated in (iii) above, 
Regional Councils would of course still have the right to establish 
Regional Standing Committees on matters of concern to that Region 
only)." 

5* As will be appreciated from the above, long-distance travel will be confined 
to two persons from each region, thereby allowing the faster means of 
travel to be employed while keeping regional expenditure to a minimunu 

60 The structure above would also allow liaison to be more closely maintained 
with the World Medical Association, 

7. Preliminary steps have already been taken to put this plan into action• 

8# It is intended to produce a booklet introducing I5MSA in this new form 
to medical student associations in non-member countries, to the medical 
associations and to deans of medical schools• 

9» Since the Federation has members in all the proposed regions excluding 
Latin America, those countries have been invited to take an active part 
in establishing their own region. The Canadian Association for example 
is Inviting the medical student associations of Northern America to 
Canada to discuss the establishment of that Region. 

.0. In conclusion, therefore, it is not unreasonable to suppose that the 
regional structure will be adopted within the next two years and аз û 
result that the membership of the Federation will considerably increase, 
since many non-member associations have expressed their support for our 
principles while declaring that their joining is made impossible by 
considerations of distance and finance. 


