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ANNEX : :

Supplementary agenda item ORIGINAL: FRENCH

THE ROLE OF THE PHYSICIAN IN THE MAINTENANCE AND PROMOTION OF PEACE 

Proposal by the Delegation of Saudi Arabia

In this era which is dominated by fear and anxiety, when the peoples of the 
world are more than ever exposed to the threat of suffering and. even of 
destruction, particularly in case of nuclear conflict, it is necessary for those 
who are responsible for the physical and mental health and welfare of the people 
to reconsider the role which it is their duty to play in the maintenance and 
promotion of peace and security.

The Preamble to the Constitution of the World Health Organization enunciates 
the principle that "the health of all peoples is fundamental to the attainment of 
peace and security and is dependent upon the fullest co-operation of individuals 
and States".

It would therefore be desirable to examine the problems which at present 
confront physicians, both individually and collectively, in relation to the aims 
and functions which, under its Constitution, belong to the World Health 
Organization.

The delegation of Saudi Arabia considers that the World Health Assembly would 
be discharging one of its fundamental international responsibilities if it 
stressed the role which the physician should play in the maintenance and promotion 
of peace; it therefore hopes that there may be unanimous agreement with regard to 
the inclusion of this subject in the Supplementary Agenda of the Assembly so that 
the latter may make kncwn its views and define its attitude on this point.

The delegation of Saudi Arabia therefore requests that this item be included 
in the Supplementary Agenda.
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SUPPLEMENTARY ITEM PROPOSED FOR THE AGENDA

The Delegation of Saudi Arabia has communicated that the purpose of its 
proposal'*' is embodied in a draft resolution which it intends to submit to the 
Assembly, should the Assembly agree to the addition of the following item to 
the agenda:

"Role of the physician in the preservation and promotion of peace"

The text of the resolution is annexed to this document.
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ANNEX

DRAFT RESOLUTION

FIFTEENTH WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY 

Supplementary agenda item

ROLE OF THE PHYSICIAN IN THE PRESERVATION 
AND PROMOTION OF PEACE

The Fifteenth World Health Assembly,

Considering the international responsibilities which rest upon 
the World Health Organization, and being aware of the close 
relationship which exists between health and the preservation of 
peace,

Bearing in mind the stipulations of the Preamble to the 
Constitution of the World Health Organization which states, inter alia: 
"The health of all peoples is fundamental to the attainment of peace 
and security and is dependent upon the fullest co-operation of individuals 
and States",

Desiring to emphasize the close relationship which exists between 
health - defined as a state of complete physical, mental and social well
being - and the happiness, harmony and security of all peoples,

Considering the declarations made in the course of previous World 
Health Assemblies for the purpose of stressing the important role of 
the physician and of other health workers in the preservation and 
promotion of peace,
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Considering that, apart from the efforts made by States and other 
bodies to preserve peace, it is essential to make the people themselves 
aware of the importance of this question and to enlist their collaboration 
and active participation in the efforts to achieve universal peace,

In view of the influence which physicians, both individually and 
collectively, have on society through their permanent and extensive direct 
human relations with individuals - relations which exceed the limits of 
their professional functions and are based on a complete and spontaneous 
mutual understanding and confidence;

DECLARES that physicians and all other medical workers have - in the 
exercise of their profession and through the relief and help they give to 
their patients - a fundamental role to play in the preservation and 
promotion of peace, particularly by contributing to the elimination or at 
least the attenuation of the causes of tension and conflict;

REQUESTS the Director-General to bring this resolution to the attention 
of professional medical bodies, both international and national, and to 
invite them to study the practical steps to be taken to ensure that it be 
made known as widely as possible and that specific measures be adopted to 
give it practical effect through such means as:

(1) the inclusion of the subject in medical curricula;

(2) the convening of national and international seminars or other 
professional working-groups;

(3) the encouragement of all activities whose aim is to inform the public 
of the importance of preserving and promoting peace and to obtain the said 
public's collaboration and support in the cause of universal peace.
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