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1. sвvENтн . REPORT OF TRE. corM4ITTEE (А15/AFL/)4) 

Dr LE CUU ТRUONG (Republic of Viet Nam), Rapporteur, introduced the. 

Committèe's: draft seventh report (document A15 /AFL /34), section by section. 

Sections 1 and 2 were approved without comment. 

Mr GARDNER (United States of America) drew attention to what appeared to 

be а misprint in the second preambular'paragraph of the draft; resolution con- 

tained in Section 3. The word "conscience" in the third line should be 

"consciousness ". 

Section 3 was approved with that change. 

Sections 4 and 5 were approved without comment. 

The RAPPORTEUR drew attention to a typing error in the text of Rule 20 of 

the Rules of Procedure of the Health Assembly, as attached to the resolution in 

Section 6. The phrase "the representatives of the United Nations" should be 

in'the singular. 

Section 6 was approved with that change. 

Decision: The draft seventh report, as a whole and as amended, 
was approved. 

2. ROLE OF THE PHYSICIAN IN THE PRESERVATION AND PROMOTION OF PEACE: 

Supplementary Item of the Agenda (Document A15/29 and Corr.1) 

The CHAIRMAN recalled that, on the recommendation of the General Committee, 

the Health Assembly had decided that the item under consideration, which had 

been proposed by the delegation of Saudi Arabia, should be referred to the 

Committee for consideration. The draft resolution proposed by that delegation 

(document A15/29 Corr.1) read as follows: 
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The Fifteenth World Health Assembly, 

Considering the international responsibilities which rest upon 

the World Health Organization, and being aware of the close relation- 

ship which exists between health and the preservation of peace; 

Bearing in mind the stipulations of the preamble to the 

Constitution of the World Health Organization which states, inter 

alia: "The health of all peoples is fundamental to the attainment 

of peace and security and is dependent upon the fullest co- operation 

of individuals and States "; 

Desiring to emphasize the close relationship which exists 

between health - defined as a state of complete physical, mental 

and social well -being - and the happiness, harmony and security of 

all peoples; 

Considering the declarations made in the course of previous 

World Health Assemblies for the purpose of stressing the important 

role of the physician and of other health workers in the preser- 

vation and promotion of peace; 

Considering that continuing progress in the improvement of 

world health will contribute importantly to peace; 

Considering that, apart from the efforts undertaken by States 

and other bodies to preserve peace, it is essential to make the 

people themselves aware of the importance of this question and to 

enlist their collaboration and active participation in the efforts 

to achieve universal peace; 

In view of the influence which physicians, both individually 

and collectively, have on society through their permanent and 

extensive direct human relations, based on a complete and spontaneous 

mutual understanding and confidence, 
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DECLARES that physinians and all other medical workers have - 

in the exercise of their profession and through the relief and help 

they give to their patients - a fundamental role to play in the 

preservation and promotion of peace, particularly by contributing 

to the elimination or at least the attenuation of the causes of 

distress and dissatisfaction; 

REQUESTS the Director -General to bring this resolution to the 

attention of international professional medical bodies, and to 

invite them: 

(a) to study the practical steps through which doctors 

and other medical workers can make their maximum con- 

tribution to peace by improving the health levels of 

mankind; and 

(b) to encourage every appropriate and positive action 

aiming at the promotion and maintenance of peace. 

He invited general comments on the item. 

it KHАNАСHEТ (Saudi Arabia) stated that his delegation had been moved to 

ask for the inclusion of the item in the Health Assembly's agenda exclusively by 

its desire to see world peace preserved, strengthened and promoted. His 

delegation believed that in the current era, which was dominated by fear and 

anxiety, an era when the peoples of the whole world were more than ever before 

exposed to the danger of unlimited suffering - and even total destruction should 

a nuclear conflict break out - those responsible for the physical and mental 

health and welfare of the peoples, as indeed all the intellectual elite of the 

world, had a duty to reconsider the role devolving upon them in respect of the 

preservation and promotion of peace and security. It was in true conformity 
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with the provisions of the WHO Constitution that the Health Assembly was invited 

to take up that specific problem, since the preamble specified that "The health 

of all peoples is fundamental to the attainment of peace and security and is 

dependent upon the fullest co- operation of individuals and States ". 

His delegation accordingly believed it desirable that the problems facing 

physicians at the present time, whether individually or collectively, in terms 

of the aims and functions conferred on the World Health Organization by its 

Constitution, should be studied, and in that sphere it further believed that the 

World Health Organization would be fulfilling one of its basic international 

responsibilities by stressing the role that should and could be played by the 

physician in the preservation and promotion of peace. Action of the kind by 

the Health Assembly in support of peace would come within the broader framework 

of the United Nations family as a whole, it being recollected that the United 

Nations primary function was to organize, promote and strengthen peace as a 

prerequisite for advancing the well -being of mankind in every sphere. It was 

the duty of every organ of the United Nations family, including the World Health 

Organization, to take its part in that work for peace. 

In that connexion, he drew attention to statements made at past Health 

Assemblies by two highly authoritative personages, stressing the important role 

WHO could play in that sphere. The first was from the then President of the 

United States, President Eisenhower, to the Tenth Anniversary Commemorative 

Session, in which he said: 

"We look to the World Health Organization with confidence as 
a proven instrument through which the nations and the peoples of 

the world can combine their efforts, in friendship, towards the 

building of true peace." 
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The second was from the Chairman of the Council of Ministers of the USSR, 

Mr Krushchev, to the Fourteenth World Health Assembly, in which he said: 

"The Soviet Government and the whole Soviet people are doing, 

and will continue to do, everything possible to strengthen peace 

and the development of all -round cc- operation among the peoples, 
including international collaboration in matters of medicine and 
public health. I trust that the participants in this Assembly, 
the medical scientists and public health workers . . . will not 

stand asido from the historic advance of the peoples in the struggle 
for peace . but will make their own valuable contribution to 

this just cause." 

Several member delegates, in unofficial discussions, had drawn his attention 

to a relevant consideration: why the problem of the preservation of peace should 

not devolve upon the United Nations which in fact was the competent body in the 

matter. He fully recognized that, although peace depended on government action 

and the breaking of peace on an action undertaken by some government, there could 

be no denying that the United Nations and its competent organs were responsible 

for defending, preserving and promoting peace. But any such action undertaken 

by the United Nations was addressed to governments and to governments alone. 

And in his opinion that action lost sight of two factors essential to the 

objective, namely, human relations and the participation of all mankind in that 

humanitarian task on which the fate and survival of all mankind depended. 

Moreover, the various resolutions adopted in that regard by the United Nations 

General Assembly related to regulatory measures addressed solely to governments. 

That being so, his delegation had believed that effective efforts might be 

undertaken through and under the auspices of WHO to mobilize the vital forces 

of all mankind in favour of peace. No government action could have effective 

and concrete results unless supported and inspired by the will of the people. 
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Peace was a basic right of every man and it was the duty of every human being to 

make his contribution towards the preservation and promotion of peace. And that, 

in turn, implied active participation on the part of the intellectual elite of 

the whole world. That elite, including the medical and related professions, 

whose members were in a unique position by reason of the close human relations 

they were able to maintain, to make an outstanding contribution to the building 

of peace throughout the world. 

The Saudi Arabian delegation, he reiterated, had been solely inspired in 

its action by its desire to see peace maintained and strengthened. It had no 

intention whatsoever of embroiling the medical profession in matters of opposing 

ideologies or policies; that profession was above and beyond such disputes. 

His delegation's sole desire was to encourage action through WHO and the 

medical profession that would open up hopeful prospects for the future, a 

future where mothers would no longer tremble for their children and every human 

being could look forward to sure survival in better days to come. 

Dr SIGURJONSSON (Iceland) asked whether the declarations referred to in 

the fourth preambular paragraph of the draft resolution tabled by the delegation 

of Saudi Arabia (document A15/29 Corr.1) related to declarations contained in 

previous Health Assembly resolutions; if so, would it be possible to have their 

reference numbers? 

Mr КНАNАСHET (Saudi Arabia) explained that the reference in question 

related to the two declarations he had cited in his earlier remarks and to others 

made in the Health Assembly and in expert committees when the trend of discussion 

had led participants to speak on the subject of peace. 
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Dr SIGURJONSSON (Iceland) expressed his thanks for the information and said 

he was satisfied. 

Dr MEhLBYE (Norway) remarked that the Norwegian delegation was in no doubt 

as to the good intentions that had moved the Saudi Arabian delegation to put 

forward its proposal; on that score it had every sympathy with the action. 

On the other hand, it was afraid that a resolution along the lines of that 

submitted might be misunderstood because of the implications of the preamble. 

Some among the members who had experience as medical practitioners could not 

help wondering what the result would be if physicians attempted to live up to 

the implication that in the course of their wбrk they should bring up the 

problem of peace with their patients, a problem that was undoubtedly the 

greatest political issue in the world today. According to the ethical 

standards of the medical profession, physicians were not allowed to raise 

political questions with their patients. It would be improper in his own 

country for the physician to impose his political or religious ideas on a 

person dependent on him for professional care. 

Bearing in mind those considerations, he wondered whether the Saudi 

Arabian delegate would consider withdrawing his draft resolution. 

Dr MURlAY (United Kingdom) said he too appreciated that the motives 

underlying the draft resolution before the Committee were of the highest. He 

must nevertheless express the doubts he held about its usefulness. 
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He had three reasons for entertaining those doubts.. First, resolutions 

which called for action by one or more groups on a world-wide basis must as far 

as possible be applicable to all Member States. The multiplicity of administrative 

patterns in the health services of the various countries and the varying degrees 

to which the medical profession looked for or accepted advice on matters which 

concerned their relations with patients raised serious doubts iv his mind about 

the general applicability of the draft resolution under consideration. 

Secondly, while the idea was attractive to use the best consensus of 

informed opinion in a country to achieve the object of the draft resolution, it 

was the view of his delegation that it was wrong for doctors to take advantage 

of the special relationship between themselves and their patients to further an 

aim that was not purely medical, however desirable and worthy that aim might be. 

It would be wrong, too, for the World Medical Association, and much more so for 

WHO, to advise such action. 

Thirdly, even though the majority of the Committee might consider that the 

draft resolution would have worthwhile results, it was the view of his 

delegation that the medical profession in the United Kingdom would take a 

different stand and that it would be unacceptable to it. 

For those reasons, the United Kingdom delegation would be unable to vote 

for the draft resolution or for any other resolution of the same nature. 

Professor MUNTENDPM (Netherlands) said that his delegation would be happy 

to support the plea of the Norwegian delegation for withdrawal of the draft 

resolution. 
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Obviously doctors worked in the interests of peace since, as was recognized 

in the preamble to the WHO Constitution, health was one of the prerequisites of 

security and peace. It was the doctor's task to promote and to protect health, 

to prevent disease and to cure the sick. He saw no need to give them tasks 

other than those emanating from their profession. 

To his mind, the draft resolution before the Committee had no essential 

meaning and hence would not strengthen the position of WHO. 

Dr VANNUGLI (Italy) remarked that his delegation also greatly appreciated 

the intentions underlying the action taken by the delegation of Saudi Arabia. 

At the same time, the Committee must bear in mind certain dangers inherent in 

the draft resolution as submitted, particularly in its operative part. His 

delegation had consistently maintained that the Health Assembly was not the 

proper place for discussion of political issues. Nevertheless, everyone was 

living in a political world and was subject to the strains and tensions of the 

day. That included the doctor, who was also a human being and also had his own 

views on such matters which might run strongly counter to those of individual 

patients. He accordingly upheld the view that it was improper for the physician 

to interfere in the matter among his patients. 

He was particularly concerned about the possible effect of the last 

operative paragraph, wherein definite action was called for. No one would take 

exception, he was sure, to study of the practical steps through which doctors 

could make their maximum contribution to peace by improving the health levels of 

mankind; indeed, action to improve health was one of WHO's constitutional 
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functions. The situation was entirely different, however, in regard to 

encouraging appropriate and positive action aiming at the promotion and main- 

tenance of peace, since it would be unrealistic not to recognize that certain 

differences of opinion existed on that subject in the world today. He 

wondered whether it would be for the Director- General to indicate the type of 

action to be taken; if so, that would place him in a most invidious position. 

He had no formal proposal to make until he had heard other views on the 

matter. 

Dr LISITSIN (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) found the draft 

resolution submitted by Saudi Arabia worthy of the warmest support. In his 

work, every dcbbtor was imbued with lofty and humanitarian aims. The role he 

had to play was incompatible with war, an act of destruction which wiped out 

all that was worthwhile in life and was harmful to the health of millions. 

Throughout its whole history, the medical profession had consistently 

demonstrated its hatred for war. The same was true today when not only 

innumerable individual doctors but also large sections of the medical 

profession, including various medical associations and societies, were raising 

their voices against a war that might bring incalculable sufferings on 

humanity. The same stand had been taken by those colleagues who had 

organized various congresses on living and health conditions, including members 

of the medical profession working in WHO and other specialized agencies. 
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The special place held by WHO by reason of its representative character and its 

growing authority and prestige required that it should be the standard bearer of 

peace throughout all the countries of the world and likewise within the specialized 

agencies. That was an essential duty arising out of the proclamation in the 

preamble to the WHO Constitution to the effect that health is peace. But the 

converse was equally true. Peace was the most important condition for preserving 

and strengthening the health of the peoples of the world. WHO, to which more than 

one-and-a-half million doctors all over the world adhered, could play a fundamental 

part in meeting that challenge, in helping to preserve peace and rule out war. 

The prospects in such a generous humanitarian action were unlimited and he 

could not agree with the view that peace was a purely political isxue and that 

doctors were precluded from taking action in its favour by the ethical code of the 

profession. No reference whatsoever was made in the draft resolution to ethical 

staldards; it was directed solely towards the aim of augmenting the role of WHO, 

as a specialized agency of the United Nations, in work for the preservation and 

promotion of peace. The fears that had been expressed regarding the repercussions 

among patients of action to that end were not well founded. The role of WHO, which 

could not be too strongly stressed, was to encourage the noble inspiration of all 

doctors in their role of peace. Accordingly, his delegation would support the 

draft resolution. 

With regard to the text of the draft resolution, he proposed that the fifth 

paragraph of the preamble be completed by adding the following: TTas well as that 

peace is a basic condition for the preservation and imprÿvement of the health of 

people in the whole world ". He further proposed that the words "inter alía" be 

inserted between the words "peace" and "by improving ", in sub - paragraph (a) of the 

final operative paragraph. 
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Dr GOOSENS (Belgium) said he appreciated at its true worth the generosity of 

spirit that had led the Saudi Arabian delegation to take action in the matter. 

Ha:тing made that acknowledgement, he had little to add to what had already been said 

by the delegates of Norway, the United Kingdom, the Netherlands and Italy. He 

shared the views they had expressed. 

With reference to certain remarks of the USSR delegate, he agreed that the 

doctor felt most deeply about the preservation of peace. Indeed, to go back to • the beginnings of the profession, Hippocrates had taught that the first duty of the 

doctor was to respect life in all its forms. That was a fundamental truth, a 

permanent guiding light for every member of the profession. Was there, therefore, 

any need for the Health Assembly to affirm a truth thus solidly established by 

medical tradition, more especially when its proclamation would be accompanied by 

the serious disadvantages emphasized by earlier speakers? The World Health 

Organization could draw no benefit from such action and he was inclined to support 

the plea made by the delegate of Norway for withdrawal of the draft resolution. 

Mr GARDNER (United States of America) said that his delegation strongly 

supported the concept that the health of all peoples was fundamental to the peace 

of the world - a concept which was explicit in the preamble to the Constitution and 

the basis of this draft resolution. The delegate of Saudi Arabia deserved 

commendation for this attempt to focus attention on the role of WHO in the 

preservation of peace. However, the difficulty with the draft resolution in its 

present form was that it aimed at promoting peace through physcians and medical 

workers but in fields other than that of health. References had been made to a 

statement by President Eisenhower but that statement had been made in reference to 
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the preamble to the WHO Constitution in which there was no mention of a concept 

either implicit or explicit that WHO should attempt to promote peace except through 

promotion of higher levels of health. Anyone who had listened to the debates 

during the current session of the Health Assembly must have been deeply impressed 

by the enormous task facing the Organization in the field of health; it would not 

seem feasible to expect medical workers throughout the world to take on additional 

responsibilities for promoting peace without distracting them from accomplishing 

the many and necessary tasks in their own field. The specialized agencies had been 

established with specific functions; they should carry out those functions to the 

best of their ability without attempting a role which was properly the function of 

other bodies. Consequently, he hoped that the delegate of Saudi Arabia would 

agree to withdrawal of the draft resolution. 

Dr EL ARNOUTI (United Arab Republic) expressed the whole -hearted support of 

his delegation for the draft resolution. 

Dr JUCHNIEWICZ (Poland) said that any proposal which might tend to reduce 

tension in the world was desirable from the point of view of the medical profession 

and was, at the same time, of great prophylactic and therapeutic value. He therefore 

supported the draft resolution. 

Mr NIELSEN (Denmark) said that he endorsed the views of the delegate of the 

United States of America and other speakers and hoped that the draft resolution 

would be withdrawn. 
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Mrs VLAHOVIC (Yugoslavia) supported the draft resolution and stressed the 

belief of her delegation that the World Health Assembly was the proper forum for 

the discussion of a proposal which would stress the role which should be played by 

the medical profession in promoting peace. She believed that adoption of the 

draft resolution would be a step forward towards the realization of the common hope 

for peace. 

Mr GUNEWARDENE (Ceylon) said that although there was no doubt as to the 

sincerity which had motivated the presentation of the draft resolution, it was 

obvious that there was a considerable difference of opinion about the wisdom of 

adopting it. It was undesirable that the debate should turn into a political 

discussion and, although his delegation did not see any political implications in 

the draft resolution, and did not believe that its adoption would tend to lead 

either to the making of propagandists out of the medical profession or to their 

abuse of privilege, it must be obvious that the draft resolution would lose all 

force unless it were adopted unanimously. Since that did not appear to be possible, 

he hoped the delegate of Saudi Arabia would withdraw it. 

Mr BABIKIR (Sudan) said that he did not see how professional confidence could 

be abused through a doctor speaking to a patient about peace; if a religious leader 

preached about peace, it was not considered that he was betraying his mission. 

The present decade had been termed that of development which implied construction; 

war was the antithesis of construction so that those who stood for health 

development should also stand for peace. Health and peace were both necessary to 

the preservation of life and must be a common goal. 
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Dr Drini OHRI (Albania) fully supported the draft resolution proposed by the 

delegation of Saudi Arabia. The role of the physician in the preservation of 

world peace was an important subject on which the World Health Assembly should express 

its views. In a world in which peace was threatened, all peoples mutt unite 

together to fight against imperialism - particularily American imperialism and its 

collaborators - which sought to let loose a neu conflict. Only by the united 

determination of all peoples could peace be preserved. He believed that the true 

face of imperialism was shown in the interference in the affairs of the Congo and 

Laos, in the repeated provocations on the frontiers of the People's Republic of 

China and in the constant threat to the new State of Cuba. Physicians could play 

an important role in the preservation of peace, as was stated in the draft 

resolution proposed by the delegation of Saudi Arabia. 

Dr du PLOOY (South Africa) said that, while appreciating the motives which had 

led the delegate of Saudi Arabia to present his draft resolution, he believed that 

any recommendation to physicians regarding a particular line of approach to their 

patients was against medical ethics since it interfered with the normal doctoi- 

patient relationship. He agreed with the delegate of Ceylon that adoption of the 

resolution would have to be unanimous if it were to have any force and, consequently, 

he hoped that it would be withdrawn. 

it KHANACНЕТ (Saudi Arabia) appealed for the avoidance of political debate on 

a subject which was sincerely intended to have no political implications. 
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Mr FERAA (Morocco) said that he fully appreciated that the aim of the proposed 

resolution was not political but was to further the preservation of peace. He 

did not believe that there was any intention to suggest that the physician should 

act as the leader of a group of patients. It was clear that the Organization must 

confine itself to work in the field of health, but the preservation of health went 

further than the mere battle against disease. He understood the preoccupations 

which had compelled several delegates to request that the draft resolution be 

withdrawn and appreciated the point made by the delegate of Ceylon regarding the 

need, if it were to be forceful, for its unanimous adoption. Nevertheless, in view 

of the reiteration by the delegate of Saudi Arabia of the non -political aims of his 

proposal and in view of the fact that WHO, in its role of protector of human 

physical and mental integrity was a body particularly well suited to defend the 

cause of peace, his delegation believed that the draft resolution should be adopted 

and formally declared their support for it. 

Dr CAYLA (France) said that, while appreciating the spirit in which the • delegate of Saudi Arabia had presented the draft resolution, his delegation believed 

that the use which might be made of it could be extremely harmful and joined with 

other delegations in asking that it be withdrawn. 

Dr KAYYALI (Syria) said that it was doubtful whether any class of person was 

better qualified to promote the preservation of peace than physicians, of whom, 

in this context, Dr Schweitzer was an outstanding example. His delegation 

consequently supported the draft resolution. 
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Mr NUTTING (Canada) said that, while appreciating the worthy objectives of 

the delegate of Saudi Arabia in presenting the draft resolution, his delegation 

was doubtful as to its relevance and as to the practicability of implementing it. 

The professional code of ethics governing the relationship between doctor and 

patient would not countenance the expression of his personal views by the former 

within that relationship. In view of the possible political implications of the 

draft resolution in its present form, and the need for unanimity if it were to be 

adopted, he hoped that it would be withdrawn. 

Mr Reid WIVES (Liberia) said that while it was true that the work of the 

Organization was aimed at the preservation of peace, physicians would be exceeding 

the scope of their functions if they attempted to influence patients. He 

therefore hoped that the draft resolution would be withdrawn. 

Dr MUDALIAR (India) said that he was convinced that the delegate of Saudi Arabia 

had presented the draft resolution from the highest of motives but he had been 

deeply distressed by the dissension in the debate, and particularly by certain 

statements which had been made. There should certainly be no suggestion that a 

patient coming for creatment might be lectured on politics; the task of the 

physcian was that of treatment. On the other hand, there would be merit in asking 

the medical profession to put a request for peace before the governments of the 

world, but he would stress that the approach should be by physicians as members of 

a corporate body and not as individuals. Since it seemed unlikely' that the 

resolution in its present form would be adopted unanimously, he hoped it would be 

withdrawn. 
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Dr LE CUU TRUING (Republic of Viet Nam) said that his delegation had been in 

favour of the draft resolution but now hoped that it would be withdrawn in view of 

the fact that possible political implications had been raised. He much regretted 

that development since there were other places more appropriate for political 

argument. However, he felt it necessary to say, in refutation of a previous 

speaker, that in his country it was unfortunately only too clear that the risk of 

war emanated from the northern Communists. 

Mr SAITO (Japan) said that his delegation was most sympathetic to the purpose 

of the draft resolution, but appreciated that it might have implications in respect 

of the doctor patient relationship. If the draft resolution were re- worded to 

avoid that difficulty and simply to express the belief of the Health Assembly that 

progress in the preservation of health contributed to world peace, that would 

merely be a reaffirmation of the relevant paragraph of the preamble to the 

Constitution. 

Mr PLEVA (Czechoslovakia) said that the development of the role of the 

physician in the preservation of peace would be a decisive step forward. The 

adoption of the proposed resolution, which his delegation warmly supported, would 

be an action similar to that which had taken place in Prague the previous autumn 

when the delegates of the Red Cross had adopted a resolution which in referring to 

the fundamental principles of the Red Cross, made mention of the need for 

international co -operation in order to ensure solid and lasting peace. He also 

wished to support the amendments proposed by the Delegate of the Union of Soviet 

Socialist Republics. 
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Mr KHANACHET (Saudi Arabia) said that he appreciated the sympathetic attitude 

taken by many delegations towards the initiative made by his delegation. He 

regretted deeply that any delegation should have felt that there was a possibility 

of this draft resolution being exploited for political ends. He also wished to 

make it clear that there had never been any intention of suggesting that physicians 

should abuse medical privilege by forcing their views on their patients. That 

would be contrary to all the accepted principles of human rights and would be an 

attack on the inviolability of the human personality which was sacrosanct. The 

intention of the draft resolution was to utilize the great influence of the medical 

profession, individually and collectively, to create a climate of peace. He had 

hoped that this intention might have been unanimously endorsed by the Health Assembly. 

In the actual circumstances, he hoped that the delegate of India would allow him to 

adopt the proposal that medical bodies be asked to use their efforts to promote 

peace. That proposal was fully in accordance with the preamble to the Constitution 

and was clearly within the scope of the functions of WHO, which would meet with the 

objection raised by the delegate of the United States of America. 

Dr SIGUУJONSSON (Iceland) said that, while appreciating the good intentions 

behind the draft resolution, his delegation could not support it because of the 

possible implication of interference in the doctor- patient relationship. Any such 

interference might do harm to the patient which would be contrary to all the ethics 

of the medical profession. 

The CHAIRMAN asked whether the delegate of India had intended to make a formal 

proposal. 
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Dr MUDALIAR (India) said that he had only made a suggestion that professional 

medical bodies might approach governments to stress the need for the preservation of 

world peace. 

Dr de Carvalho SAMPIO (Portugal) said that the promotion of health was 

impossible without peace and the creation throughout the world of a new mentality 

which would reject war was necessary; to that extent his delegation agreed with the 

intention of the draft resolution but, in view of the political implications which 

had been raised, his delegation would be forced to abstain from voting on it. 

Mr GARDNER (United States of America) said that the debate had clearly 

underlined the extent of the general preoccupation with the need of mankind to 

intensify its efforts in the promotion of peace. A divergence of opinion had arisen 

over the best means of achieving this vital objective. On the one hand, the opinion 

had been expressed that specialized agencies should undertake political responsibilitit 

extraneous to their professional functions; on the other hand, other delegations 

believed that the function of WHO was to promote peace through raising the levels 

of health and that political arguments were better raised in other and more 

appropriate forums. He felt that congratulations were due ti the delegate of 

Albania for providing convincing evidence of the fact that this draft resolution, 

well motivated though it was, lent itself to a partisan political interpretation 

Qutside the realm of health which might be a cause Of dangerous dissension within 

the Organization and within organizations of the medical profession throughout the 

world. He therefore proposed the following draft resolution: 



A15 /AFL /Min /lc 
page 22 

"The Committee on Administration, Finance and Legal Matters, 

Having considered the role of the physicians in the preservation and 

promotion of peace, 

Considering the important contribution to peace being made by physicians 

and other health workers through the improvement of world health, 

BELIEVES that it is not necessary for the World Health Assembly to adopt 

a recommendation on this subject." 

Mr GAVRILOR (Bulgaria) expressed his support for the draft resolution proposed 

by the delegate of Saudi Arabia and for the amendments proposed by the delegate of 

the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. 

The CHAIHMAN proposed that the draft resolutions and amendments be considered 

at the next meeting of the Committee. 

The meeting rose at 12.25 p.m. 


