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1» Background Information 

1.1 The Interim Commission which at first used the United Nations symbol on its 

stationery and official documents, later decided that as a specialized agency of 

the United Nations, the World Health Organization should have a distinctive 

symbol Л It therefore submitted a recoiranendat ion to that effect to the First 

World Health Assembly, which adopted a distinctiye design as the emblem of WHO to 
2 

be used as the official seal of the Organization (resolution ША1ДЗЗ ). For 

this emblem the First Health Assembly adopted the qrmbol of the United Nations 

(that is to say "map of the world representing an azimuthal equidistant 

projection centred on the North Pole, inscribed in a wreath consisting of crossed 

conventionalized branches of the olive tree; in gold on a field Of smoke blue, 

with all water areas in white. The projection of the map extends tc 60° south 

latitude and includes five concentric circles") surmounted by an Aesculapian 

staff and serpent in gold, provided that the consent of the United Nations to the 

proposed use of its seal be obtained by the Director-General from the Secretary-

General of the United Nations• 

1
#
2 In order to ensure the legal protection of the Organization

1

 s name, seal 

and emblem, the resolution also contained the following recommendations: 
"(a) appropriate measures should be taken to prevent the use, without 
authorization by the Director-General, and in particular for commercial 
purposes by means of trade-marks or cornmercial labels, of the emblem, the 
official seal and the name of the World Health Organization and of 
abbreviations of that name through the use of its initial letter s j 
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 12, p, 74 

2 Handbook Resolutions and Decisions, 5th ed” p. 382 



EB25/66 
page 2 

(b) the prohibition should take effect as soon as practicable but in any event 
not later than the expiration of two years after the adoption of this 
recommendation by the Health Assembly; and 

(c) each Member of the World Health Organization, pending the coming-into-
effect within its territory or any such prohibition, should endeavour to prevent 
any use, without authorization by the Director-General, of the emblem, name, or 
initials of the World Health Organization， in particular for commercial purposes 
by means of trademarks or commercial labels 

1.3 The consent of the Secretary-General to the use of the United Nations
1

 seal as 

envisaged by the Health Assembly was received in the course of the First Health 

Assembly and the resolution mentioned in paragraph 1Д was adopted without discussion 

at the Assembly's fourteenth plenary meeting. 

1.4 At no time, however, did either the Interim Commission or the Health Assembly 

consider the question of a WHO flag* It will be noted that the aforementioned 

resolutions refer specifically only to the emblem^ official seal, name or initials of 

the Organizat ion • No reference is made therein to a flag, so that from a legal 

point of view there exists no official WHO flag
e 
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 é

 Need for a World Health Organization Flag . 

2
#
1 The practice has developed on the occasion of organizational meetings of the 

World Health Organization to place banners (bearing the seal and emblem) on the 

buildings in which the meetings take place; these banners, however, have not been 

flown on a flagstaff• On the occasion of Regional Committee meetings use has also 

sometimes been made of the United Nations flag. • 

2^2 The Director-General believes that the time has cone when the World Health 

Organization should have, an official flag. The use of unofficial banners, as 

described in paragraph 2.1 is not really satisfactory, and the fact that they have 

been so used is one indication that an official flag should be adopted^ Such a flag 

is needed to be flown on certain occasions on regional office buildings and at some 

meetings^ and will be needed when WHO has its own headquarters building. 
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2.3 If it is decided that an official flag should, be adopted. Its design should 

pyeeumahly incorporate the official seal and emblem of the Organization in its true 

colours• Adoption of an official flag would, of eourse, have to be the subject of 

a decision by the World Health Aesembly. At the sane time, a WHO flag code and/or 

regulations would have to be drawn up, dealing with flag protoool, to regulate the 

use of the flag, the proteetion ef its dignity and the prevention of its use for 

unauthorized purposes* 

2.4 Should the Board decide to recommend te the Thirteenth World Health Assembly 

that it adopt an official WHO flag, the Director-General will prepara for the. 

Thirteenth World Health Asseiribly a document covering all the neoessary points* 
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ADOPTION OF A WHO FLAG 

The following sentences shoulc
1

 be added to paragraph 2.4： 

и

. . . and consultations will be initiated, with the Secretary-General of the 

United Nations in the same way as when the official seal and emblem were adopted. 

Consultations will also be required concerning the necessary flag code and 

regulations.'
1
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