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The above-mentioned delegations wish to bring to the attention of the plenary 
session of the Assembly an apparent anomaly in the geographical distribution of the 
seats on the Executive Board as recommended by the General Committee. The 
delegations are of the opinion that distribution has been made without due regard 
to the number of seats in the African Region. The delegations would particularly 
like to draw attention to the fact that there are 22 Member States in the African 
Region and that if the report of the General Committee is accepted by the Assembly, 
these 22 will be represented on the Executive Board by only three Members. On 
the other hand, the Eastern Mediterranean Region, with a membership of only YJ, 

will be represented by five Members on the Executive Board. This is clearly 
disproportionate. It will be seen that the American Region has a membership of 
22 States and a theoretical ratio of 4.972 seats on the Executive Board. The 
African Region has the same number of 22 Member States and in addition has the 
same ratio of ^.972 seats but, when it comes to the actual distribution of the 
number of seats on the Executive Board, the American Region will have five seats 
but the African Region will have only three seats, contrary to the principle of 
equitable geographical distribution. 

Our delegations are of the opinion that the distribution of seats on the 
Executive Board, as recommended by the General Committee, is inconsistent with 
Article 24 of the Constitution of the World Health Organization which states: 

"The Board shall consist of twenty-four persons designated by as 
many Members. The Health Assembly, taking into account an equitable 
geographical distribution, shall elect the Members entitled to designate 
a person to serve on the Board. Each of these Members should appoint to 
the Board a person technically qualified in the field of health, who may 
be accompanied by alternates and advisers." 
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As members of the General Committee, the delegations dissociate themselves 
with the recommendation now before the plenary meeting with regard to seats 
allocated to the African Region on the Executive Board. In view of the 
anomalies mentioned above, the delegations request the plenary session to select 
from among the list of 12 Members proposed by the General Committee a list of 
eight Members, which would provide for an equitable geographical distribution 
permitting the African Region to have the correct number of seats to which it 
is entitled. 


