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REPORT OF THE MEETING OF THE LEON BERNARD FOUNDATION COMMITTEE1 

The Léon Bernard Foundation Committee1 met on 25 January 1962 in conformity 
with the Statutes of the Léon Bernard Foundation, to propose to the Fifteenth 
World Health Assembly a candidate for the award of the Léon Bernard Foundation 
Prize in 1962. 

The Committee noted the replies received from governments to the Director-
General' s circular letter of 10 July 1961 requesting nominations, as well as a 
reply received from one of the individuals competent to propose candidates,and 
examined in detail the documentation provided to support candidatures. 

It was agreed to recommend to the World Health Assembly that the Léon Bernard 
Foundation Prize be awarded in 1962 to Sir John Charles, in recognition of his 
outstanding contribution and practical achievements in the field of social 
medicine. 

Sir John Charles has had a distinguished career in the field of public health 
and social medicine. As Medical Officer of Health of Newcastle-on-Tyne he 
contributed greatly to the expansion of local preventive and welfare services, 
particularly in the field of child care and domiciliary services and in the 
provision of benefits for the sick and deprived. He also played a vital part in 
planning the National Health Services in his country, and when he became Chief 
Medical Officer of the Ministry of Health in 1950 he was able further to advance 
his earlier concepts, and his name will always be associated with the evolution, 
development and consolidation of that Service during its difficult formative years. 

International Health also interested Sir John Charles, who devoted himself 
to International Health during a period of many years, and he contributed 
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substantially in many different ways to the work of the World Health Organization. 

Sir John Charles contributed much to the raising of health standards; first 
in his home town, later in his native land* and eventually in the world as a whole. 


