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1 AMENDMENTS TO THE STAFF REGULATIONS: Item 8.15 ef the Agenda 
(Document EB23/35) (continued from the eighth meeting, section 1) 

S e c m d Report of the Working Party on Personnel Matters (document 卿 / 8 ? ) (continued) 

T h e
 CHAIRMAN drew attention to the draft resolution proposed by Dr van Zile Hyde, 

which had now been circulated and which read as follows: 

The Executive Board, 

Having studied the proposals made by the Director-General for 

amendment of the Staff Regulations, 

Believing that the proposed ameadment to Staff Regulation 11.2 

requires further study, 

1. DEFERS to a future session consideration of the proposed amendment 

to this regulation; 

2. NOTES that in the interim the Organization will be utilizing the 
Administrative Tribunal of the International Labour Organisation; 

RECOMMENDS to the Twelfth World Health Assembly the adoption of 

the following resolution; 

"The Twelfth World Health Assembly, 

"kT'f)7ZS the amendments to Staff Regulations 1.11, 3.2, 5.5, 
4.5, 6.1 and 6.2 as proposed by the Director-General and 
recommended by the Executive Board." 

Since the draft resolution contained in the Working Party's paper was the 

original proposal, he would put Dr van Zile Hyde's draft resolution to the vote 

first. 

Decision; Dr van Zile Hyde's draft resolution was adopted by 1斗 votes to 

none with one abstention (see resolution EB23.R26). 



2 , SXRSRT COMMITTEE ON PLAGUE - THIRD HEPOET: Item 2,10,10 of the Agenda 

(Document EB23/23) 

D
r
 KAÜL, Assistant Director-General, introducing the report, said that the 

ЗзфвгЬ Committee had reviewed the recent advances in the epidemiological studies 

on wild rodent plague, and in therapy, prophylaxis and control of the disease. 

Information received about research on and control of wild rodent plague indicated 

that local reservoiï-s of plague might be extremely complex and variable and that 

adequately planned and executed large-scale campaigns could be claimed to have 

effected complete eradication in limited areas. However, the same information 

had confirmed the persistence of dangerous foci in A s i a . 

The OoDinlttee- had made importsuat recommendations on the relative values 

and indications of different antibiotics and vaccines for therapy and control. 

îhe Conanittee's conclusions about the interpretation of Articles 1 and 6 

of the International Sanitary Regulations were contained in section 6 of its 

report (page 16). Those technical comments had been considered in October 195в 

by the Committefe on International Quarantine, which had decided that no amendment 

to the Regulations was required in view of the statement made on page 12 of its 

report (document >JH0/lQ/75) • 

Dr SINGH observed that in some areas plague had to all intents and purposes 

been eradicated as a result of DDT spraying against malaria, though no direct 

action had been taken against rodents and fleas. 
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Professor ZHDANOV congratulated the tGomraittee on preparing a y.ery-foil report 

and reviewing practically all endemic areas of plague « He hoped that at its 

next session it would be able to complete that ta&k* Its recommendations were 

soimd. 

The CHAIEM&N submitted the following draft resolution» 

The Executive Board, 

1* NOTES the third report of the Expert Committee on Plaguej 

2 . THANKS the members of the Committee for their work; and 

3 . AUTHORIZES publication of the report. 

Decision: The draft resolution was adopted (see resolution EB23»B29^* 

3 . EXPERT COMMITTEE ON RESPIRATORY VIRUS SISEASES - FIRST RSF0RT» 
Item 2.10.11 of the Agenda (Document EB23/75) 

Dr KAUL, Assistant Director-General, introducing the report on the Expert 

Committee 's first session, explained that it had taken о寸er the responsibility of 

the Expert Committee on Influenza which had met in 1952. Though other respiratory 

virus infections had been examined, the pandemic of Asian influence in 1957 had 

been of such importance that the Committee had largely devoted itself to 

studying it. 

The Committee had reviewed antigenic changes which had occurred among 

influenza A viruses of huaian origin and, taking into consideration the major 

changes observed, had recommended their being grouped into three principal sub» 

groups or fainilies» 



It had discussed the possible mechanism of antigenic variations and 

their significance from the point 'of view of control• The role of some 

animals as possible reservoirs of the human influenza virus had been con-

sidered at a joint meeting with the Expert Committee on Zoonoses• 

Experience with the use oí the two types of vaccine available, one live and 

the other inactivated, had been analysed and the Committee had noted from 

the information before it that a reduction in incidence of the order of two-

thirds could be obtained from both, Experience with live virus vaccine was 

largely limited to observations made in the Soviet Union, and further studies 

of that vaccine had been recommended• 

The Committee had suggested the vaccination of selected groups as a 

public héalth measure during epidemics• It had reviewed the WHO influenza 

programme and had stressed the importance of extending it to cover countries 

and territories not‘at present actively participating• It had also 

recommended that whenever possible influenza centres should undertake the 

diagnosis of respiratory infections due to adenoviruses• 

The report dealt with new technical developnents and gave details of a 

new сomplement-fixation test which presented many advantages over existing ones# 

The Committee had also reviewed much new information on other respiratory 

virus infections and had stressed that the;；- constituted an important cause of 

morbidity in all countries, though it recognized that the viruses so far dis*-

covered seemed to represent only a small portion of the respiratory viruses in 

the world. 



Professor CANAPERIA, congratulating the Committee on the excellence of its 

report, suggested that the list of references at the end was too brief and might 

give an erroneous impression. 

Dr KAUL explained that the bibliography referred solely to the subject matter 

of Annex 斗. 

The CHAIRMAN submitted the following draft resolution » 

The Executive Board 

1. NOTES the first report of the Expert Committee on Respiratory Virus 

Diseases； 

2. THANKS the members of the Committee for their work； and 

5. AUTHORIZES publication of the report. 

Decision) The draft resolution was adopted, (see resolution EB25.R30). 

4, JOINT FAO/WHO EXPERT COMMITTEE ON ZOONOSES - SECOND REPORT» Item 2Л0Д2 of 
the Agenda 

(Document EB2)/)8〉 

Dr KAUL, Assistant Director-General, explained that the Expert Committee's 

second report dealt with the advances made in regard to the five major zoonoses 

since their examination in 1950• In addition it had considered in detail two 

other major zoonoses, namely salmonellosis and leptospirosis^ and more briefly 

several others of lesser importance. The Board was of course aware that rabies 

and brucellosis were dealt with by separate expert committees. 



In section 4 of the report the Committee emphasized the need to consider both 

the human and veterinary aspects of salmonellosis in devising effective control 

measures ánd had emphasized that meat and meat products were one of the major 

sources of the disease. Preventive measures must start in the living animals and 

be maintained up to the stage where the food product reached the consumer. An 

explanation about pasteurizing eggs and egg products as a means of preventing 

transmission was contained in Annex 4, and Annex 5 described the functions of 

international and national centres for identification and typing. 

Section 5 summarized the information on leptospirosis, including its 

epidemiology, laboratory aspects of diagnosis and typing, and prevention. 

Appreciable progress had been made through the collaboration of the six PAO/ViHO 

leptospiroeis reference laboratories, whose efforts had been particularly valuable 

in making laboratory procedures more uniform and improving classification as well 

as by the preparation of specific type antisera. 

Section 12 dealt with the possible role of animals in the epidemiology of 

human influenza, which required further study. It would be noted that at least 

four different animal diseases were caused by type A influenza virus. A summary 

was given of research co-ordinated by WHO on animal populations in different parts 

of the world in relation to the human pandemic of 1957. 

Section 1? described several new and important zoonoses which illustrated 

the widely differing types of that group of diseases. 
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The report also dealt with such matters as the potential significance to 

human health of newly recognized viruses being isolated from animal populations and 

the reco明ition of previously unsuspected human-animal relationships in regard to 

communicable diseases, the significance of which, being still obscure, required 

further research. In that connexion the longitudinal study in time of the 

progression of communicable diseases being planned by PAO and WHH was potentially 

very important. For that study serum specimens from different age groups in 

human beings and animals in various parts of the world were to be taken and 

freeze-dried, thus providing a cross-section of blood specimens for reference and 

comparison at a future date. 

Annex 1 contained a revised list of the major zoonoses. 

Professor AUJALEU found the report excellent. He noted from section 砵，2.1 

of the report that the Committee appeared to have made a distinction between 

S. pullorum and S. gallinarum, though most, if not all, authorities regarded them 

as a single species with several variants. 

He was puzzled by the last sentence but two of the last paragraph in section 12, 

as he was unable to understand what relevance classical fowl pest had in the context. 

Dr METCALFE said that the report was of general interest and would be extremely 

useful to the authorities concerned. The information contained in sections 12, 

13, 15 and 16 would be of particular value in the future to health authorities and 

field staff. 

Dr KAUL noted that all reports were circulated to the health authorities of 

Member States once their publication had been authorized by the Board. 



. D r KAPLAN (Veterinary Public Health) said, in reply to Professor Aujaleu
1

s 

first observation, that although S, pullorum and S» gallinarum were closely allied 

they were being differentiated as separate species by bacteriologists. That was 

important particularly in the preparation of diagnostic antigens. In regard to 

the second point
#
 he would state that classical fowl pest had disappeared from 

most areas except the Middle East and Asia. During the past two years it had 

most surprisingly been discovered to belong to the type A influenza virus
e
 Classical 

fowl pest roust be distinguished from Newcastle disease (pseudopest); the latter 

disease was,still world-wide in prevalence but was a totally distinct disease entity. 

Professor CANAPERIA observed that there were other important zoonoses such as 

toxoplasmosis which were worth studying in greater detail, although he realized the 

time limitations of the Expert Committee in covering such a large agenda. 

The CHAIRMAN submitted the following draft resolutionI 

The Executive Board 

l
é
 NOTES the second report of the Joint ViHO/PAO Expert Committee on Zoonoses； 

2
4
 THANKS the members of the Committee for their work； 

J
t
 EXPRESSES its appreciation to the Food and Agriculture Organization for 

its collaboration; and 

4
#
 AUTMRIZES publication of the report. 

Decision< The draft resolution was adopted (see resolution EB23
è
R3l)

e 
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« 

5, EXPERT COMMITTEE ON AUXILIARY DENTAL PERSONNEL • FIRST REPORT： Item 2.10.15 

of the Agenda (Document EB25/6) 

Dr KAUL, Assistant Director-General, introducing the Committee's report, 

stated that the universal character of dental disease and the lack of adequate 

public health measures for its control had focused the attention of governments on 

the need to develop their dental care programmes, which in turn had revealed the 

shortage of qualified personnel. 

Dental care was a personal service which was both time-consuming and costly 

to provide as an individual service on a national scale. As a general principle 

and for economic reasons, there should be sufficient auxiliaries to permit highly 

trained persons to apply their greater knowledge and experience In the higher 

skills of the profession. Though dental surgeons had for decades employed 

assistants and technicians to oope with a greater number of patients, generally 

speaking the use of auxiliaries had progressed at a slower rate than in medicine. 

Recently the dental hygiénist in the United States and the school dental nurse in 

New Zealand had been successfully used - a revolutionary development because, 

unlike the assistant and technician of the past, they actually worked in the mouth 

and carried out routine dental care, formerly the sole prerogative of the qualified 

dentist. 

The Committee had recognized that the dental care programmes of different 

countries had reached varying stages of progress, some having virtually none, and 

had made suggestions about the particular type of auxiliaries most suitable for the 

development of dental services, so the report should serve as a valuable guide to 

governments in expanding their dental services by the judicious use of suitable 

auxiliaries working always under the direction and supervision of Qualified dental 



Professor AUJALEU expressed concern at the Idea that a dental nurse with no 

more than twenty-four months
f

 training should be entrusted with extractions, 

Dr RAE sympathized with Professor Aujaleu's concern but emphasized that in 

many parts of the world the alternative would be no dental care at all. He had 

been very struok by the skill of dental nurses in Malaya and the excellent work 

performed by them. 

The report contained some recommendations about the training of various types 

of personnel which, if suitably qualified, could be extremely valuable. 

Professor CANAFBRIA
#
 endorsing Professor Aujaleu

f

s remarks, said he would 

have been more* reassui^ed if auxiliary personnel were to be used in the manner 

suggested only in covuitries where dental services чете inadequate, 

Dr ÎETCALFE said that the incidence of dental caries was growing so rapidly 

that, without auxiliaries
#
 dentists would not be able to cope and children would 

suffer. He himself bad visited New Zealand with a team of dentists who had found 

the work of the auxiliaries admirable. Provided that they operated under the 

supervision of a competent dantist they fulfilled an important role. Dentists 

had much to learn about using their skill to the best advantage and by the wise 

use of assistants could well double the number of patients treated
t 
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Dr RICE (Public Health Administration) said in reply to Professor Aujaleu 

that auxiliary personnel were trained to perform extractions. In some countries 

it was only of deciduous teeth, but in New Zealand they were also trained to extract 

permanent teeth, and f©r over thirty years the twenty-four-month course had been 

found perfectly adequate for the purpose. 

The recommendation that even advanced countries should -лаке use of auxiliaries 

was due to the shortage of qualified dentists, who on an average spent 70 to 75 per cent, 

of their time doing simple filling work that could be delegated to auxiliaries. 

The CHAIRMAN submitted the following draft resolution: 

The Executive Board 

1. NOTES the first report of the Expert Committee on Auxiliary Dental 
Personnel; 

2. THANKS the members of the Committee for their work; 

5. AUTHORIZES the publication of the report. 

Decision: The draft resolution was adopted (see resolution EB23.R32) 

6. EXPERT COMMITTEE ÔN CARDIOVASCULAR DISEASES AND HYPERTENSION _ FIRST REPCRTs 
Item 2.10.14 of the Agenda (Document EB23/44) . 

Dr KAUL, Assistant Director General, explained that the main function of the 

Committee had been to carry out the recommendation of the Study Group on 

Atherosclerosis and Ischaeraic Heart Disease concerning the establishment of 

uniform criteria for the clinical diagnosis and classification of cardiovascular 

diseases in a manner that would be applicable to epidemiological and other 



statistical studies. After reviewing the present status and public health 

importance of cardiovascular diseases in Chapter 2 of its report, the Committee 

stated that for congenital heart disease no effective preventive programme could 

be suggested owing to lack of knowledge of its etiology. No good evidence about 

the role of either heredity or environment on such diseases had emerged apart from 

the effect of maternal rubella. Efficient methods for the prevention of syphilitic 

cardiovascular disease had become available since the advent of penicillin therapy. 

Pulmonary heart disease must be forestalled by preventing the underlying lung 

condition and much could be done to minimize the effects of rheumatic heart disease 

and bacterial endocarditis by adequate penioillin prophylaxis. The Committee had 

recognized, that hypertension and coronary heart disease were the major conditions 

to be examined in conducting an epidemiological study in the cardiovascular field. 

At present reasonably reliable statistics on incidence and prevalence were not readily 

available and suggestions were made in the report about field studies for obtaining 

such data. 

After summarizing the contents of Chapters 5 and 6, he drew special 

attention to recommendations 4 and 7 of the Committee and to its suggestion that 

its recommended criteria for diagnosis be used only in field epidemiological 

investigations and not for clinical purposes. They were based on test procedures 

which were reasonably simple and easily standardized. 

Professor ZHDANOV said that it was difficult to comment in detail on the 

substance of a report which represented an excellent start on an important subject. 

Inevitably the Committee's recommendations were somewhat general； he hoped that 

later it could give more definite guidance to governments on how to tackle 

cardiovascular disease®* 
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Professor AUJALEU also congratulated the Committee on its report. He welcomed 

its recommendations concerning epidemiological studies, which should help to render 

statistics more comparable from country to country, At present morbidity data of 

countries with similar conditions differed widely, 

Dr COGGESHALL was glad that WHO, which had previously concentrated on the 

epidemiology of infectious diseases, should undertake woric on the epidemiology of 

cardiovascular diseases
#
 That was all the more important because medical progress 

would inevitably result in raising the age of the population so that problems 

connected with cardiovascular diseases would increase» 

The CHAIRMAN submitted the following draft resolution t 

The Executive Board 

NOTES the first report of the Expert Committee on Cardiovascular Diseases 

and Hypertension; ‘ 

2, THANKS the members of the Committee for their work； and 

3. AUTHORIZES publication of the report. 

Decision: The draft resolution was adopted (see resolution EB23.R53)• 



7. EXPERT COMMITTEE ON NURSING - FOURTH REPORT (PUBLIC HEALTH NURSING): 
Item 2,10.15 of the Agenda (Document EB23/36) 

Dr KAUL, Assistant Director-General, explained that the Expert Committee had 

been the first committee on nursing to give specific consideration to public health 

nursing - an Important element in the total health service because it was in 

closest touoh with the patients. Every country sought to increase the number of 

nurses and improve the service. The Committee had considered the functions of 

public health nursing under varying conditions, the principles of its administration 

and education of nursing personnel. 

It had defined public health nursing as being concerned with the care of 

healthy families and with non-hospitali zed sick persons, emphasizing the need to 

combine curative and preventive services. 

It considered that there were six basic functions common in all countries 

but influenced by local conditions. They were listed in Chapter I of the report• 

The Committee recognized that, owing to the lack of medical personnel in 

many countries, public health nurses undertook responsibilities that were 

essentially a part of the functions of physicians. 

In regard to education, the Committee had concluded that, if schools had the 

requisite staff, adequate clinical facilities for practical work, and freedom 

to arrange the programme, preparation for public health nursing practice should 

be included in the basic curriculum• It had pointed to the need for post-basic 

and advanced courses in special fields and in administration, supervision and 

teaching. Education for leading positions should be arranged under the aegis of 

a university or similar institution. 



Professor AUJALEU welcomed the Committee
1

 s study of a problem whi^Jp had hitherto 

not received enough attention and endorsed its recommendations. 

The CHAIRMAN also found the report valuable and confirmed from his.own experience 

that in some areas both physicians and dentists had to delegate some of their functions 

to public health nurses. 

He then submitted the following draft resolution: 

The Executive Board,, 

1, NOTES the fourth report of the Expert Committee on Nursing concerning 
public health nursing; 

2. THANKS the members of the Committee for their work; and 

AUTHORIZES publication of the report• 

Decision: The draft resolution was adopted (see resolution EB23.R]54). 

EXPERT COMMITTEE ON PROFESSIONAL AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION OP MEDICAL AND 
AUXILIARY PERSONNEL � SIXTH REPORT (THE FOREIGN STUDENT AND POST-GRADUATE 
HJBLIC HEALTH COURSES) 2 Item 2.10.16 of the Agenda (Document 脈 ) / 7 ) 

Dr KAUL^ Assistant Director-General, Introducing the report, said that the 

considerations discussed applied in many cases as much to nationals as to foreign 

students. The major points discussed were those dealt with in sections 2, 斗， 

6 and 8 of the report. 

Among the Committee、 views and recommendations he would draw special attention 

to the emphasis it had placed on the importance of granting fellowships to teaching 

staff of schools of public health, It had outlined means of making available to 

the schools guidance from sponsoring international agencies and governments. 
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Even within a year, which was the duration of most post-graduate public health 

courses, it should be possible to divide the course into compulsory and optional 

subjects. Various types of field training had bean discussed in sane detail and the 

Committee had referred to the need for providing training for those not admitted to 

schools of public health. 

It had also considered "operational research" as a method of post-graduate 

education. It had been of the opinion that improvement in the training of foreign 

students would depend upon developing general guiding principles and on raising 

educational standards throughout the world. It had suggested that a study be made 

on elaborating minimum requirements for schools of public health• 

Dr DÍAZ -COLLER regretted that the excellent report did not also cover the 

question of doctorates in public health; but perhaps that would have made it unduly 

long. He particularly congratulated the Committee on section ； 

Dr COGGESHALL, referring to the fourth paragraph in section 9, asked whether 

progress had been such as to warrant a revision of the minimum requirements for schools 

of public health. 

Dr MACKINTOSH (Education and Training) said that considerable advances had been 

made in investigating the' sociological aspects of public health and a noticeable 

shift of emphasis from bacteriology and chemistry to sociology had occurred in many 

schools, so that a review was necessary to take account of those changes• 



The CHAIRMAN submitted the following draft resolution» 

The Executive Board 

I NOTES the sixth report of the Expert Committee on Professional and 

Technical Education of Medical and Auxiliary Personnel concerning the Foreign 

Student and Post-graduate Public Health Courses; 

2 . THANKS the members of the Expert Committee for their work; and 

5 . AUTHORIZES publication of the report. 

Decision» The draft resolution was adopted (see resolution EB23.R55). 

9
. EXPERT COMMITTEE ON MENTAL HEALTH _ SDCIH REPORT (PROBLEMS OP AGING AND THE 

AGED): Item 2.10.17 of the Agenda (Dooument EB23/59) 

Dr KAUL, Assistant Director-General, Introducing the report, said that the steady 

prolongation of life everywhere was raising new public health problems connected 

with aging and old age. Longevity and aging seemed to be partly determined by Senetic 

and environmental factors and the pattern of personality development In early life. 

One of the most pressing problems in some countries was the continuous increase in 

mental disorder emiongst the higher age-groups. 

The Committee had placed those problems in their demographic and epidemiological 

setting as a preliminary to discussing the social, economic, psychological, 

psychopathological and physical factors involved. It had proposed a classification 

of mental disease in old age and had discussed the prognosis, treatment and 

rehabilitation of the mentally sick. 

The Committee had made recommendations on the organization of geriatric mental 

health services, training of medical personnel to staff them, and the important 

topics requiring further research at the present time. 



Professor ZHDANOV found the report extremely Interesting and Judicious. 

Dr COGGESHALL commended the Committee on preparing such a remarkable document, 

covering so many facets of ал important problem» 

The CHAIRMAN submitted the following draft resolution: 

The Executive Board 

1. NOTES the sixth report of the Expert Committee on Mental Health 
concerning Mental Health Problems of Aging and the Aged; 

2. THANKS the members of the Expert Committee for their work; and 

3. AUTHORIZES publication of the report. 

Decision: The draft resolution was adopted (see resolution EB23.R56)會 

10. EXPERT COMMITTEE ON BIOLOGICAL STANDARDIZATION • TWELFTH REPORT: 
Item 2,10.5 of the Agenda (Document EB23/50) 

Dr DOROLLE, Deputy Director-General^ introducing the report, recalled that'it 

represented, a further step forward In a long-terra programme which had, in fact, been 

initiated by the predecessors of WHO. 

Drawing attention to the substances studied by the Expert Committee, he said 

that the recommended requirements for biological substances referred to in 

sections J4-57 were dealt with under separate iteras of the agenda in connexion with 

the study groups related to them. 



The Expert Committee had been of the opinion, ae stated in sections that 

the recommended requirements, with minor amendments, could appear as annexes to its 

twelfth report. After the meeting of the Expert Committee, which had taken place 

very shortly after the meeting of the Study Group on Reoommended Requirements for 

Cholera and Yellow-Fever Vaccines, members of the Expert Advisory Panel had made 

certain comments and suggested certain amendments which could not, strictly speaking, 

be considered as minor. Those remarks concerned only points of detail In the 

techniques and procedures recommended, but it was nevertheless desirable to consult 

the members of the study groups by correspondence thereon. In those circumstances, 

and in view of the fact that the authorization given by the Expert Committee had 

stipulated "minor" amendments, it was considered preferable to delay publication 

of the requirements until the specific consent of the study grouiJô tû.. thÊ_amendmônte 

proposed had been received. The requirements w o u U be jjublislied in the Teohnioal 

Report Series. 

Dr RAE asked for clarification on the criteria for the selection of substances 

for study by the Expert Committee; in connexion with the choice of human menopausal 

gonadotrophin, for instance. He would also be interested to know why BCG, which 

was of such tremendous iraportance, had never been standardized. 

Professor ZHDANOV noted with satisfaction that the activities of the Expert 

Committee had broadened in scope to include less current substances, as the 



report showed. He was sure that the work of the Expert Committee would be 

particularly useful in helping to eliminate difficulties arising out of lack of 

comparability in medical literature; that would be of great help, above all, in 

research. The fact that the Expert Committee had seen fit to study anti-toxoplasma 

human serum was an example of its awareness of new developments. 

He believed that the Expert Committee's report would be a contribution to 

existing .knowledge and he thought that the Board should recommend its publication. 

Dr COGGESHALL said that, while there would be general agreement on the 

desirability of the objectives of the Expert Committee, there could be no doubt 

that a vast amount of work and backing would be required to put any recommendations 

for requirements into effect. He wondered, furthermore, whether provision was 

being made for the constant revision necessary to keep the recommended 

requirements up to date. 

Professor ZHDANOV believed that national institutes would clearly have to 

participate in such work if the recommendations of the Expert Committee were to 

attain their full value. 

Dr JERNE (Biological Standardization), replying to Dr Rae, said that the 

Expert Committee carried out an annual review of its field of activity and 
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studied proposals made by members of the Expert Advisory Panel and by other 

experts for the standardization of further biological substances. The Expert 

Committee was always cautious not to undertake any task which went beyond its 

possibilities. It was not possible, in the present state of knowledge, to provide 

standards for some substances, owing to conditions such as lack of stability or of 

suitable assay methods. In respect of the particular example chosen by Dr Rae, 

he said that human menopausal gonadotrophin had been studied following a request 

received from the International Federation of Gynaecology and Obstetrics with 

a view to furthering comparability in laboratory work. In the case of BCG, 

methods of evaluating the relative immunizing potencies of different preparations 

had not been developed sufficiently to allow for international standardization. 

However, the position was constantly under review and a study would be undertaken 

as soon as it appeared possible. 

Replying to Dr Coggeshall, he said that the need for laying down inter-

nationally recomraendable requirements for biological substances was considered 

by the Expert Committee as of the utmost importance. The Secretariat was 

at present studying how best to set up a mechanism which would provide for 

the necessary revisión of such requirements speedily and at frequent intervals. 



The CHAIRMAN submitted the following draft resolutioni 

The Executive Board 

1. NOTES the twelfth report of the Expert Coomlttee on Biological 
Standardization； 

2. THANKS the members of the Committee for their work} and 

3 . AUTHORIZES the publication of the report. 

The DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL said that the published text would incorporate 

a footnote stating that the recommended requirements would not be included as 

annexes to the present report, but would be published at a later date. 

Decision: The draft resolution was adopted (see resolution EB23.R37)» 

11. REPORT OF STUDY GROUP ON RECOMMENDED REQUIREMENTS FOR POLIOMYELITIS 
VACCINE: ‘Item 2.11.1 of the Agenda (Document EB25/17) 

•Ше DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL, introducing the report, stressed the hi曲ly 

technical natui^ of the recommendations it contained. As he had stated in 

connexion with the previous item on the agenda, publication of the report w o u W 

be deferred until the comments of the appropriate expert advisory panel had been 

received on the amendments proposed. An example of the comments made was the 

moment when the final innocuity and potency tests should be made - whether before 

or after the vaccine had been put into the final containers. The need for 

agreement by members of the Study Group on proposed amendments of detail was 

closely linked with the remark by Dr Coggeshall regarding the importance of 

constantly bringing all such, requirements up to date. 



Professor CANAPERIA called attention to a typographical error on page of 

the French text. 

With regard to safety tests, he noted that the Study Group had propos^<i that 

they also be carried out on monkeys. He wondered whether it would not be possible 

to base such tests on tissue cultures; the elimination of expensive and lengthy 

tests on monkeys would considerably facilitate the work of control laboratories. 

Dr JERNE (Biological Standardization) agreed that safety tests in monkeys 

were both costly and difficult. The subject had been discussed at great length 

in the Study Group, but the experts had agreed that it was not desirable to 

relinquish that procedure at the present time. In section 5 0 - 1 of Annex I to 

the report it was stated that experience indicated that the monkey test was an 

essential part of the safety testing procedures, since it was in monkeys that 

virus was isolated from vaccine suspected of causing infection, whereas, in tissue 

culture, isolations were made only with difficulty. 

The CHAIRMAN submitted the following draft resolution: 

The Executive Board 

1. NOTES the report of the Study Group on Recommended Requirements 
for Poliomyelitis Vaccine; and 

2. THANKS the members of the Study Group for their work. 

Decision: The draft resolution was adopted (see resolution EB23.RJ8). 



12. REPORT OP STUDY GROUP ON RECOMMENDED REQUIREMENTS POR YELLOW-FEVER AND 
CHOLERA VACCINEs Item 2.11.2 of the Agenda (Document EB23/76) 

•Rie DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL, introducing the report, emphasized, that the 

continuing improvement in techniques made necessary new drafts for requirements 
* 

in respect of yellow-fever vaccin©, and that a need had long been felt for the 

formulation of requirements for cholera vaccine• The report would be published 

in the Technical Report Series as soon as final agreement had been obtained 

minor details• It was understood that the requirements would be brou^xt up to date 

as necessary. 

The CHAIRMAN submitted the following draft resolution: 

The Executive Board 

NOTES the report of the Study Group on Recommended Requirements for 
Biological Substances (concerning yellow-fever vaccine and cholera vaccine); 

2. THANKS the members of the Study Group for their work. 

Decisions The draft resolution was adopted (see resolution EB23.R39)* 

15, REPORT OP STUDY GROUP ON RECOMMENDED RJOiUIREMENTS POR SMALLPOX VACCINE: 
Item 2 • 11 •；5 of the Agenda (Document EB23/60) 

The DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL, introducing the report, said that the 

recommended requirements for smallpox vaccine had been impatiently awaited in view 

of the smallpox eradication programme； in that connexion^ he called particular 

attention to paragraphs 2.2, the proposed standardization of antivacoinia gamma 

globulin, 2.6, heat deterioration tests on smallpox vaccine, and 2.7, post-

vaccination complications, which were of importanoe in mass campaigns• 

The report would be published to the Tephnieal Itepcyt Series • 



Professor ZHDANOV emphasized the importance and scope of the report• 

International requirements for smallpox vaccine were not only new but paved the 

way for studies aimed at achieving smallpox eradication. The requirements would 

also be of great value for countries where smallpox was not extensive but where 

standards were needed. 

Professor CANAEERIA, calling attention to paragraph U•斗.1 on page 16 of 

the Annex, which referred to tests for total bacterial content, expressed the 

view that the figure of 1000 living bacteria per ml of vaccine seemed excessive• 

Dr JERNE (Biological Standardization) said that the figure of 1000 as the 

maximum number of harmless bacteria permissible in one ml of smallpox vaccine 

prepared in the skin of living animals had been discussed by the Study Group. 

National requirements had been reviewed and it had become apparent 'that there 

was no country, with the possible exception of Italy, where the maximum 

permissible was less than 1000; requirements varied greatly and many countries 

allowed considerably more. The experts had agreed that it was in fact 

possible to prepare vaccine having less than 1000 but that a lower acceptance 

level might give rise to many problems and that laboratories might use 

antibiotics to achieve such a result, a procedure which the Study Group 

wished to discourage. If techniques improved, that provision could be revised 

at a later stage• 
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Professor CANAPERIA maintained that it was surprising to find such a high 

figure in international requirements. Even though that amount of living bacteria 

might, in fact, be harmless, it was none the less an indication that the method 

used was Imperfect, 

The CHAIRMAN submitted the following draft resolution: 

The Executive Board 

1. NOTES the Report of the Study Group on Recommended Reaulrements 
for Smallpox Vaccine, and 

2. THANKS the members of the Study Group for their work. 

Decision： The draft resolution was adopted (see resolution EB25.H40). 

14. REPORT OP STUDY GRÓÜP ON IRON DEFICIENCY ANAEMIA: Item 2.11.杯 of the 
Agenda (Document EB25/6?) 

Dr KAUL, Assistant Director-General, said that, while anaemia undoubtedly 

constituted a public health problem of major importance in many of the developing 

and tropical areas, there were still many gaps in present knowledge. Joint 
« 

F AO/WHO Expert Committees on Nutrition, which'"had now met on five different 

occasions, had recommended that WHO should make a particular study of that problem• 

The present Study Group had been convened after preliminary studies in some 

countries in which the problem was severe• 



Since anaemia was of world-wide occurrence and since there seemed to be some 

differences in the etiological factors in different areas of the world, a wide 

geographical representation in the Study Group had been of particular importance. 

In assessing the efficacy of methods available for the evaluation of 

prevalence of anaemia - personnel, space and equipment being limited - four 

procedures - haemoglobin estimation, haematocrit determination, erythrocyte count 

and stained smear examination - had been considered, haemoglobin estimation and 

haematocrit determination being considered the most acceptable. 

He then outlined the main subjects discussed by the Study Group and their 

recommendations for future programmes of research. 

The CHAIRMAN sutmitte^ the fellowing draft resolutions 

The Executive Board 

1. NOTES the Report of the Study Group on Iron deficiency Anaemia, and 

2. THANKS the members of the Study Gr^up for their work. 

^ecisipn: The draft resolution was adopted (see resolution EB23.R41). 

15. REPORT OF STUDY GROUP QN ATARACTIC ANS HALLUCINOGENIC BRUGS IN PSYCHIATRY: 
Item 2.11.5 of the Agenda (Document EB23/40) 

Or KAUL, Assistant Director-General, inroduced the report. • He particularly-

stressed the Study Group
1

 s conclusion, contained on page 7 1 of the report, that, 

while it was difficult to predict whether those drugs would continue to be in 

widespread use and vdiat effect they would have on the health of the community, 
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public health authorities should be aware of the potential hazards and take steps 

to gather appropriate data over a period in a variety of settings. 

Professor CAIÍAPERIA sai^ that the interest of the report went beyond the 

technical data it contained, since it performed the useful task of calling the 

attention of public health administrators to the risks of tranquillizers^ whioh 

were being increasingly used in therapy, as well as to the need, for undertaking 

epidemiological and statistical research on mental disorders. That recommen-

dation should be b o m e in mind in connexion with the research programme it was 

proposed that WHO should undertake. 

The CHAIRîîAci submitted the following draft resolutions 

The Executive Board 

1. KCISS the Report of the Study Group on Ataractic and Halluoinogenio 
Drugs in Psychiatry, and 

2. THAIJKS ths members of the Study Group for their work. 

Decision; The draft resolution was adopted (see resolution EB2^.R42). 

16. REPORT ON THE MEETINGS OF THE STUDY GROUP 0Ы PSYCHOBIOLOGICAL БЕУЕЮШЕ№Г 
OP THE CHILD i Item 2.12 of the Agenda (Document EB23/^l) 

Dr KAUL, Assistant Director-General, introducing the report, observed it was 

in a different category'from the reports which the Board had juet considered, 

since it was a report on the four meetings vrhich had been held between 1955 адай 

1956 of the Study Group on the Psychobiological Development of the Child. It was 



submitted by the Director-General in response to resolution EB19.R2，， which had 

expressed the hope that the Director-General would examine the possibility of 

practical conclusions being drawn from those studies. 

It would be noted that participation in the Study Group had been multi-

disciplinary so that many aspects of child development might be considered; 

a nucleus of participants had attended all four meetings. 

As the Board would see from the footnote to page 1, a reduced version of 

the verbatim record had been published by commercial publishers. The report 

quoted correspondence received from the participants on the repercussions of the 

meetings. 

Professor AUJALEU said he could not help feeling, without Щ any way wishing 

to reflect on the eminent participants at the meetings of the Study Group, that 

the report under consideration was couched in terms which were far from clear. 

Indeed, it was almost impossible to draw any conclusion from the report and he 

found it hard to see what practical conclusions the Director-General himself 

would be able to derive from it. Many extremely Interesting conclusions had. been 

drawn on certain very specific pointsj but those points were very far removed 

from the needs of public health administrators. 

Although public health administrators were, of course, interested in the 

intellectual as well as physical development of children, he wondered whether, 

when so many children were dying of hunger and disease, it was not something of a 

luxury for the Organization to convene meetings of that type on psychophysiology. 
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There could be no doubt In his own mind that a more eown-to*earth approaeh was 

desirable even in the mental health field. 

- .... « ； .. . , “ ； г 

Dr RAE associated himself with the remarks made by Professor Aujaleu. 

Sir Herbert ВИОАШЖ (United Nations Children's Fund) said that his 

Organization, which was interested In all aspects of child welfare, had looked 

forward with considerable interest to studying the report and had hoped that it 

would provide guidance in the social field which UNICEF was developing in oo-

operation with the Bureau of Social Affairs of the United Nations, However,, 

he had found himself somewhat baffled by the report. He wondered Whether there 

were any practical conclusions which could be drawn from those meetings and what 

future action would be taken in that respect. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL wished to make it entirely clear that there had never 

been any intention that the Study Group should prepare a report at any of its 

meetings. The present report, which was a summary on the meetings drafted by a 

member of the Study Group, had been prepare^ at the insistence of the Executive 

Board at Its nineteenth session, in accordance with resolution EB19.R23. He 

then referred to the minutes of the nineteenth session of the Executive Board, 

pages 111-115, where he was quoted as having undertaken to study the suggestion 

of preparing a report but as having said that it might not prove possible to 

comply with that request, given the nature of the work done. 



As he tiad originally believed, it had not been possible to prepare a more 

adequate report than that at present under consideration. Members of the Board 

who wished to be more fully informed of tha proceedings of the Study Group would 

have to consult the verbatim record published in English by a commercial publisher; 

he drew attention to the fact that the publication of that record in other 

languages w ^ being contemplated. 

Professor ZHDANOV thought that the subject of the meetings of the Study Group 

was one to vrtiich the work of the Organization was least suited and in respect of 

which it had no obligation. He would not go so far as to say that the Study Group 

had worked in vain, aa it was impossible to foretell the results of any scientific 

' , '• • . • - • , , 

meetings. WHO had certain concrete obligations In the field of health and it 

would seem that a more down-to-earth approach was required than meetings am®ng 

whose main themes, as stated on page 7 of the report, was the evolution of abstract 

thought. He believed that the comments of the Executive Board would provide 

guidance for the Secretariat In Its attitude towards meetings of that type. 

Professor AUJAIEÜ agreed with the points made by the Director-General. It 

was nonetheless a matter for serious concern that four meetings of such a Study Group 

had been held without there being any conclusions which could be drawn by others. 

In those circumstances, it would appear essential to limit such expenditure on an 

activity which did not greatly benefit the Organization. 
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The CHAIRMAN then submitted the following draft resolutions 

The Executive Boards 

NOTES the report submitted by the Director-General on the meetings of 
the Study Group on the Psychobiologlcal Development of the Child, and on the 
work performed by this group. 

Decision： Иге draft resolution was adopted (see resoluticax 

The meeting rose at 5.40 p.ro. 
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1. AMENDANTS TO THE STAFF PÜGULATIONS : Item 8,15 of the Agenda 
(Document EB23/35) (continued from the eighth meeting, section 1) 

Second Heport of the Working Party on Personnel Matters (document EB23/83) 
(continued) “ 

The CHAIRMAN drew attention to the draft resolution proposed by 

Dr van Zile Hyde which had now been circulated and which read as follows : 

The Executive Board, 

Having studied the proposals made by the Director-General 
for amendment of the Staff Regulations, 

Believing that the proposed amendment to Staff Regulation 11.2 
requires further study, 

1» .DEFERS to a future session consideration of the proposed 
amendment to this regulationj 

2. NOTES that in the interm the Organization will be utilizing 
the Administrative Tribunal of the International Labour Organization} 

3. RECOMMENDS to the Twelfth World Health Assembly the adoption of 
the following resolutions 

"The Twelfth World Health Assembly, 

ADOPTS the amendments to Staff Regulations 1.11, 3*2, 3.3, 
4*5j 6.1 and 6.2 as proposed by the Director-General and 
recommended by the Executive Board." 

Since the draft resolution contained in the Working Party•s paper wae 

the original proposal, he would put Br van Zile Hyde's draft resolution to 

the vote first. 

Decision? Dr van Zile Hyde's draft resolution was adopted by 14 votes 
to none with one abstention (see resolution EB22�R26)• 
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2 , ' EXPERT COMMITTEE ® PLAGUE - THIRD REPORT« Item 2Д0.10 of the Agenda 

' ( D o c u m e n t EB23/23). 

D r
 KAÜL, Assistant Director-General, introducing the report, said that the 

Expert Cornmittee had reviewed the recent advances in the epidemiological studies 

o n w i
l d rodent plague, and in therapy, prophylaxis and control of the disease. 

Information received about research on and control of wild rodent plague indicated 

that local reservoirs of plague might be extremely complex and variable and that 

adequately planned and executed large-scale campaigns could be claimed to have 

effected complete eradication in limited areas. However, the same information 

had confirmed the persistence of dangerous foci in Asia. 

. T h e Conrnittee had. made important recommendations on the relative values 

and indications of different antibiotics and vaccines for therapy and control. 

The Committee»s conclusions about the interpretation of Articles 1 and 6 

of the International Sanitary Regulations were contained in section 6 of its 

report (page 16)• Those technical comments had been considered in October 1958 

b y
 the committee on International Quarantine,

 W
hich had decided that no amendment 

t 0
 the Régulations was required in view of the statement made on page 12 of its 

report (document WHO/lQ/75). 

D r
 SBIGH observed that in some areas plague had to all intents and purposes 

k e e n
 eradicated as a result of DDT spraying against malaria, though no direct 

•ction had been taken against rodents and fleas. 



Professor ZHD^ÎOV congratulated the Committee on preparing a very foJLl report 

and reviewing practically all endemic areas of plague * He hoped that at its 

next session it would be able to complete that task. Its recommendations were 

sound. 

The CHAIRMAN submitted the following draft resolution: 

The Executive Board, 

1, NOTES the third report of the Expert Committee on Plague} 

2< THANKS the members of the Coamittee for their work； ajad 

3 . AUTHORIZES publication of the report. 

Decision: The draft resolution was adopted (see resolution EB23.R29)-

3» EXPERT COMMITTEE OK .JLSPIRATORY VIRUS DISEASES - FIRST REPORT» 
‘ Item 2.10,11 of the Agenda (Document EB23/75) 

Dr KAUL, Assistant Director-General, introducing the report on the Expert 

Committee's first session, explained that it had taken over the responsibility of 

the Expert Committee on Influenza which had met in 1952. Though other respiratory 

virus infections had been examined, the pandemic of Asian influence in 1957 had 

been of such importance that the Committee had largely devoted itself to 

Studying it» 

The Committee had reviewed antigenic changes which had occurred among 

influenza A viruses of human origin and, taking into consideration the major 

changes observed, had recommended their being grouped into three principal 

groups or families• 



It had discussed the possible mechanism of antigenic variations and 

their significance from the point of view of control. The rols. of some 

animals as possible reservoirs of the h w ^ n influenza virus had been c o n . 

sidered at a joint meeting with the Expert Committee on Zoonoses. 

Experience with the use of the two types of vaccine available, one live and 

t h e
 other inactivated, had been analysed and the Committee had noted from 

the information before it that a reduction in incidence of the order of two-

thirds could be obtained from both. Experience with live virus vaccine was 

largely limited to observations made in the Soviet Union, and further studies 

of that vaccine had been recommended» 

The Committee had suggested the vaccination of selected groups as a 

public health measure during epidemics. It had reviewed the WHO bfluenza 

programme and had stressed the importance of extending it to cover countries 

and territories not at present actively participating. It had also 

recommended that whenever possible influenza centres should undertake the 

diagnosis of respiratory infections due to adenoviruses. 

The report dealt with new technical developments and gave 乜tails of a 

n e w
 complement-fixation test which presented many advantages over existing ones. 

T h e
 Committee had also reviewed much new xnforraation on other respiratory 

virus infections and had stressed that the- constituted an importât cause of 

morbidity in all countries, though it recognized that the triruses so far dis* 

covered seemed to represent only a small portion of the respirator^" virusos Зл 

the world. 



Professor CANAPERIA, congratulating the Committee on the excellence of its 

report, suggested that the list of references at the end was too brief and might 

give an erroneous impression. 

Dr KAUL explained that the bibliography referred solely to the subject matter 

of Annex 4. 

The CHAIRMAN sutenitted the following draft resolution» 

The Executive Board 

1. NOTES the first report of the Expert Committee on Respiratory Virus 
Diseasesj 

2. THANKS the members of the Committee for their work; and 

3. AUTHORIZES publication of the report. 

Decision) The draft resolution was adopted (see resolution EB23.R30)» 

4, JOINT FAO/ViHO EXPERT COMMITTEE ON ZOONOSES - SECOND REPORT* Item 2.10.12 of 

the Agenda (Document EB23/38) 

Dr KAUL, Assistant Director-General, explained that the Expert Committee參s 

second report dealt with the advances made in regard to the five major zoonoses 

eince their examination in 1950. In addition it had considered In detail two 

other major zoonoses, namely salmonellosis and leptospirosls, and more briefly 

several others of lesser importance. The Board was of course aware that rabies 

and brucellosis were dealt with by separate expert committees 



In section 4 of the report the Committee emphasized the need to consider both 

the human and veterinary aspects of salmonellosis in devising effective control 

measures and had emphasized that meat and meat products were one of the major 

sources of the disease. Preventive measures must start in the living animals and 

be maintained up to the stage where the food product reached the consumer. An 

explanation about pasteurizing eggs and egg products as a means of preventing 

transmission was contained in Annex 4, and Annex 5 described the functions of 

international and national centres for identification and typing. 

Section 5 summarized the information on [Leptospirosis, including its 

epidemiology, laboratory aspects of diagnosis and typing, and prevention. 

Appreciable progress had been made through the collaboration of the six FAO/WHO 

leptospirosis reference laboratories, whose efforts had been particularly valuable 

in making laboratory procedures more uniform and improving classification as well 

as by the preparation of specific type antisera. 

Section 12 dealt with the possible role of animals in the epidemiology of 

human influenza, which required further study. It would be noted that at least 

four different animal diseases were caused by type A influenza virus. A summary 

was given of research co-ordinated by WHO on animal populations in different parts 

of the world in relation to the human pandemic of 1957. 

Section 15 described several new and important zoonoses which illustrated 

the widely differing types of that group of diseases. 



The report also dealt with such matters as the potential significance to 

human health of newly recognized viruses being isolated from animal populations and 

the recognition of previously unsuspected human-animal relationships in regard to 

communicable diseases, the significance of which, being still obscure, required 

further research» In that connexion the longitudinal study in time of the 

progression of communicable diseases being planned by PAO and WHO was potentially 

very important. Por that study serum specimens from different age groups in 

human beings and animals in various parts of the world were to be taken and 

freeze-dried, thus providing a cross-section of blood specimens for reference and 

comparison at a future date, 

Annex 1 contained a revised list of the major zoonoses» 

Professor AUJALEU found the report excellent. He noted from section 坏,2Л 

of the report that the Committee appeared to have made a distinction between 

S. pullorum and S, galllnarum
#
 though most, if not all, authorities regarded them 

as a single species with several variants• 

He was puzzled by the last sentence but two of the last paragraph in section 12
# 

as he was unable to understand what relevance classical fowl pest had in the context• 

Dr METCALFE said that the report was of general interest and would be extremely 

useful to the authorities concerned. The information contained in sections 12, 

15, 15 and 16 would be of particular value in the future to health authorities and 

field staff. 

Dr KAUL noted that all reports were circulated to the health authorities of 

Member States once their publication had been authorized by the Board. 
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Dr KAPLAN, Veterinary Public Health, said, in reply to Professor Aujaleu's 

f i r s t
 observation, that although S, pullorum and S, gallinarum were closely allied 

t h
e y were being differentiated as separate species by bacteriologists. That was 

important particularly in the preparation of diagnostic antigens. In regard to 

t h e
 second point, he would state that classical fowl pest had disappeared from 

most areas except the Middle East and Asia, During the past two years it had 

m 0 S
t surprisingly been discovered to belong to the type A influenza virus. Classical 

fowl pest must be distinguished from Newcastle disease (pseudopest)j the latter 

disease was still world-wide in prevalence but was a totally distinct disease entity. 

Professor CANAPERIA observed that there were other important zoonoses such as 

toxoplasmosis
 W
hich were worth studying in greater detail, although he realized the 

time limitations of the Expert Committee in covering such a large agenda. 

The CHAIRMAN submitted the following draft resolution» 

The Executive Board 

Ь NOTES the second report of the Joint WHO/PAO Expert Committee on Zoonoses； 

2, THANKS the members of the Committee for their work; 

� • EXPRESSES its appreciation to the Food and Agriculture Organization for 

its collaboration; and 

AUTHORIZES publication of the report, 

D e c l s l
o n j The draft resolution was adopted (see resolution EB23.R51). 



5, EXPERT COMMITTEE ON AUX^IARY DENTAL PERSONNEL • FIRST REPORT: Item 2ДОДЗ 

of the Agenda (Document EB23/6) 

Dr KAUL, Assistant Director-General, introducing the Committee's report, 

stated that the universal character of dental disease and the lack of adequate 

public health measures for its control had focused the attention of governments on 

the need to develop their dental care programmes, which in turn had revealed the 

shortage of qualified personnel. 

Dental care was a personal service which was both time-consuming and costly 

to provide as an individual service on a national scale» As a general principle 

and for economic reasons
#
 there should be sufficient auxiliaries to permit highly 

trained persons to apply their greater knowledge and experience in the higher 

skills of the profession. Though dental surgeons had for decades employed 

assistants and technicians to cope with a greater number of patients, generally 

speaking the use of auxiliaries had progressed at a slower rate than in medicine• 

Recently the dental hygienist in the United States and the school dental nurse in 

New Zealand had been successfully used - a revolutionary development because, 

unlike the assistant and technician of the past, they actually worked in the mouth 

and carried out routine dental care, formerly the sole prerogative of the qualified 

dentists 

The Committee had recognized that the dental care programmes of different 

countries had reached varying stages of progress, some having virtually none, and 

had made suggestions about the particular type of auxiliaries most suitable for the 

development of dental services, so the report should serve as a valuable guide to 

governments in expanding their dental services by the Judicious use of suitable 

auxiliaries working always under the direction and supervision of qualified dental 

surgeons• 



Professor AUJALEU expressed concern at the idea that a dental nurse with no 

more than twenty-four months' training should be entrusted with extractions. 

Dr RAE sympathized with Professor Aujaleu's concern but emphasized that in 

many parts of the world the alternative would be no dental care at all. He had 

been very struck by the skill of dental nurses in Malaya and the excellent work 

performed by them. 

The report contained some recommendations about the training of various types 

of personnel which, if suitably qualified, could be extremely valuable. 
* • 

Professor CANAPERIA.. endorsing Professor Aujaleu's remarks, said he would 

have been more reassured if auxiliary personnel were to be used in the manner 

suggested only in countries where dental services were inadequate. 

Dr METCALFE said that the"incidence of dental caries was growing, so rapidly 

that, without auxiliaries, dentists would not be able to cope and children .would 

suffer. He himself had visited New Zealand with a team of dentists who had found. 
• * 

the work of the auxiliaries admirable. Provided that they operated under the 

supervision of a competent dentist they fulfilled an important role. Dentists 

had much to learn about using their skill to the best advantage and by the wise 

use of assistants could well double the number of patients treated. 



Dr RICE (Public Health Administration) said in reply to Professor Aujaleu 

that auxiliary personnel were trained to perform extractions. In some countries 

it was only of deciduous teeth* but in New Zealand they were also trained to extract 

permanent teeth, and for over thirty years the twenty-four-month course had been 

found perfectly adequate for the purpose. 

The recommendation that even advanced countries should make use of auxiliaries 

was due to the shortage of Qualified dentists, who on an average spent 

70 to 75 per cent, of their time doing simple filling work that could be delegated 

to auxiliaries• 

The СНА1ГОШ submitted the following draft resolution» 

The Executive Board 

1» NOTES the first report of the Expert Conanittee on Auxiliary Dental 

Personnel; 

2, THANKS the members of the Committee for their work; 

5 . AWTHOEIZES the publication of the report. 

Decision» The draft resolution was adopted (see resolution EB23.B52). 

6. EXPERT С0ММГИЖЕ ON CAIÎDIOVASCÛLAR DISEASES AND HYPER3®iajCM - FIK3T REPORT» 

Item 2.10.14 of the Agenda (Document ЕВЗЗЛ̂) 

Dr KAUL, Assistant Director-General, explained that the main function of the 

Committee had been to carry out the recommendation of the Study Group on 

Atherosclerosis and Ischaemic Heart Disease concerning the establishment of 

uniform criteria for the clinical diagnosis and classification of cardiovascular 

diseases in a manner that would be applicable to epidemiological and other 



statistical studies. After reviewing the present status and public health 

importance of eardiovascular diseases in Chapter 2 of its report, the Committee 

stated that for congenital heart disease no effective preventive programme could 

be suggested owing to lack of knowledge of its etiology. No good evidence about 

the role of either heredity or environment on such diseases had emerged apart from 

the effect of maternal rubella. Efficient methods for the prevention of syphilitic 

cardiovascular disease had become available since the advent of penicillin therapy. 

Pulmonary heart disease must be forestalled by preventing the underlying lung 

condition and much could be done to minimize the effects of rheumatic heart disease 

and bacterial endocarditis by adequate penicillin prophylaxis. The Committee had 

recognized that hypertension and coronary heart disease were the major conditions 

to be examined in conducting an epidemiological study in the cardiovascular field. 

At present reasonably reliable statistics on incidence and prevalence were not readily 

available and suggestions were made in the report about field studies for obtaining 

such data. 

After summarizing the contents of Chapters 5 and 6, he drew special 

attention to recommendations 4 and 7 of the Committee and to its suggestion that 

its recommended criteria for diagnosis be used only in field epidemiological 

investigations and not for clinical purposes. They were based on test procedures 

which were reasonably simple and easily standardized. 

Professor ZHDANOV said that it was difficult to comment in detail on the 

substance of a report which represented an excellent start on an important subject. 

Inevitably the Committee's recommendations were somewhat general; he hoped that 

later it could give more definite guidance to governments cm how to tackle 

cardiovascular diseases» 



Professor AUJALEU also congratulated the Committee on its report, He welcomed 

its recommendations concerning epidemiological studies, which should help to render 

statistics more comparable from country to country, At present morbidity data of 

countries with similar conditions differed widely• 

Dr COGGESHALL was glad that Ш.0, which had previously concentrated on the 

epidemiology of infectious diseases, should undertake work on the epidemiology of 

cardiovascular diseases» That was all the more important because medical progress 

would inevitably result in raising the age of the population so that problems 

connected with cardiovascular diseases would increase• 

The CHAIRMAN submitted the following draft resolution: 

The Executive Board 

1. NOTES the first report of the Expert Committee on Cardiovasoular Diseases 

and Hypertension; 

2. THANKS the members of the Committee for their work; and 

3. AUTHORIZES publication of the report. 

Decision! The draft resolution was adopted (see resolution EB23%R53)• 



7. EXPERT COMMITTEE ON NURSING - FOURTH REPORT (PUBLIC HEALTH NURSING): 
Item 2.IO . I5 of the Agenda (Document EB23/36) 

Dr KAUL, Assistant Director-General, explained that the Expert Committee had 

been the first committee on nursing to give specific consideration to public health 

nursing - an important element in the total health service because it was in 

closest touch with the patients. Every country sought to increase the number of 

nurses and improve the service. The Committee had considered the functions of 

public health nursing under varying conditions, the principles of its administration 

and education of nursing personnel. 

It had defined public health nursing as being concerned with the care of 

healthy families and with non-hospitalized sick persons, emphasizing the need, to 

combine curative and preventive services. 

It considered that there were six basic functions common in all countries 

but influenced by local conditions. They were listed in Chapter I of the report. 

The Committee recognized, that, owing to the lack of medical personnel in 

many countries, public health nurses undertook responsibilities that were 

essentially a part of the functions of physicians. 

. i n regard to education, the Committee had concluded that, if schools had the 

requisite staff, adequate clinical facilities for practical work, and freedom 

to arrange the programme, preparation for public health nursing practice should 

be Included in the basic curriculum. It had pointed to the need for post-basic 

and advanced courses in special fields and in administration, supervision and 

teaching. Education for leading positions should be arranged under the aegis of 

a university or similar institution. 



Professor AUJALEU welcomed the Committee
9

s study of a problem which had hitherto 

not received enough attention and endorsed its recommendations. 

The CHAIRMAN also found the report valuable and confirmed from his own experience 

that in some areas both physicians and dentists had to delegat-e some of their functions 

to public health nurses. 

He then submitted the following draft resolution: 

The Executive Board, 

!• NOTES the fourth report of the Expert Committee on Nursing concerning 

public health nursing; 

2. THANKS the members of the Committee for their work; and 

AUTHORIZES publication of the report• 

Decisions The draft resolution was adopted (see resolution 

8, . EXPERT COMMITTEE ON PROFESSIONAL AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION OP MEDICAL AND 
AUXILIARY PERSONNEL • SIXTH REPORT (THE FOREIGN STUDENT AND POST-ORADUATE 
PUBLIC HEALTH COURSES): Item 2.10.16 of the Agenda (Document ЕВ2?Д) 

Dr KAUL, Assistant Director-General., Introducing the report, said that the 

considerations discussed applied in many cases as much to nationals as to foreign 

students• The major points discussed were those dealt with in sections 2, 3,杯, 

6 and 8 of the report. 

Among the Comraittee-'s views and recommendations he would draw special attention 

to the emphasis it had placed on the importance of granting fellowships to teaching 

staff of schools of public health. It had outlined means of making available to 

the schools guidance from sponsoring international agencies and governments. 



Even within a year, which was the duration of most post-graduate public health 

courses, It should be possible to divide the course into compulsory and optional 

subjects. Various types of field training had been discussed in some detail and the 

Committee had referred to the need for providing training for those not admitted to 

sohools of public health. 

It had also considered "operational research" as a method of post-graduate 

education. It had been of the opinion that improvement in the training of foreign 

students would depend upon developing general guiding principles and on raising 

educational standards throughout the world. It had suggested that a study be made 

on elaborating minimum requirements for schools of public health. 

Dr DÍAZ-COLLER regretted that the excellent report did not also cover the 

question of doctorates in public health; but perhaps that would have made it unduly 

long. He particularly congratulated the Committee on section J>. 

Dr COGGESHALL, referring to the fourth paragraph in section 9, asked whether 

progress had been such as to warrant a revision of the minimum requirements for sohools 

of public health. 

Dr MACKINTOSH (Education and Training) said that considerable advances had been 

made in investigating the sociological aspects of public health and a noticeable 

shift of emphasis fron bacteriology and chemistry to sociology had occurred in many 

schools, so that a review was necessary to take account of those changes. 



The CHAIBMAN submitted the following draft resolution» 

The Executive Board 

1. NOTES the sixth report of the Expert Committee on Professional and 
Technical Education of Medical and Auxiliary Personnel concerning the Foreign 
Student and Post-graduate Public Health Courses; 

2. THANKS the members of the Expert Committee for tholr work5 and 

J>. AUTHORIZES publication of the report. 

Decision: The draft resolution was adopted (see resolution EB23.R35). 

9. EXPERT COMMITTEE ON MENTAL HEALTH - SIXTH REPORT (PROBLEMS OP AGING AND THE 
AGED): Itera 2.10.17 of the Agenda (Document EB25/59) 

Dr KAUL, Assistant Director-General, introducing the report, said that the steady 

prolongation of life everywhere was raising new public health problems connected 

with aging and old age. Longevity and aging seemed to be partly determined by genetic 

and environmental factors and the pattern of personality development in early life. 

One of the most pressing problems in some countries was the continuous increase in 

mental disorder amongst the higher age-groups. 

The Committee had placed those problems in their demographic and epidemiological 

setting as a preliminary to discussing the social, economic, psychological, 

psyohopathological and physical factors involved. It had proposed a classification 

of mental disease in old age and had discussed the prognosis, treatment and 

rehabilitation of the mentally sick. 

The Committee had made recommendations on the organization of geriatric mental 

health services, training of medical personnel to staff them, and the important 

topics requiring further research at the present time. 



Professor ZHDANOV found the report extremely interesting and Judicious. 

Dr COGGESHALL commended the Committee on preparing such a remarkable document, 

covering so many facets of an important problem. 

The CHAIRMAN submitted the following draft resolution: 

The Executive Board 

1. NOTES the sixth report of the Expert Committee on Mental Health 
concerning Mental Health Problems of Aging and the Aged; 

2. THANKS the members of the Expert Committee for their work; and 

J. AUTHORIZES publication of the report. 

Decision: The draft resolution was adopted (see resolution EB23.R«56). 

10. EXPERT COMMITTEE ON BIOLOGICAL STANDARDIZATION • TWELFTH REPORT： 
Item 2.10.5 of the Agenda (Document EB23/50) 

Dr DOROLLE, Deputy Director-General, introducing the report, recalled that'it 

represented a further step forward in a long-terra programme whioh had, in fact, been 

initiated by the predecessors of WHO. 

Drawing attention to the substances studied by the Expert Committee, he said 

that the recommended requirements for biological substance? referred to in 

sections J4-37 were dealt with under separate items of the agenda in connexion with 

the study groups related to them. 



The Expert Committee had been of the opinion, as stated in sections , that 

the recommended requirements, with minor aniendments, oould appear as annexes to its 

twelfth report. After the meeting of the Expert Committee, which had taken place 

very shortly after the meeting of the Study Group on Recommended Requirements for 

Cholera and Yellow-Pever Valines, members of the Expert Advisory Panel had made 

certain comments and suggested certain amendments whloh could not, strictly speaking, 

be considered as minor. Those remarks corwarned only points of detail in the 

techniques and procedures recommended, but it was nevertheless desirable to consult 

the members of the study groups by correspondence thereon. In those circumstances, 

and in view of the fact that the authorization given by the Expert Committee had 

stipulated "minor" amendments, it was considered preferable to delay publication 

of the requirements until the specific consent of the study groups to., tbe-amendments 

proposed had been received. The requirements would W published in the Technical 

Report Series. 

Dr-RAE asked for clarification on the criteria for the selection of substances 

for study by the Expert Committee; in connexion with the choice of huma^ menopausal 

gonadotrophin, for instance. He would also be interested to know why BCG, whioh 

was of such tremendous Importanoe, had never been standardized. 

Professor ZHDANOV noted with satisfaction that the activities of the Expert 

Committee had broadened in scope to include less current substances, as the 



report showed. He was sure that the work of the Expert Committee would be 

particularly useful in helping to eliminate difficulties arising out of lack of 

comparability in medical literature; that would be of great help, above all, in 

research. The fact that the Expert Committee had seen fit to study ant1-toxoplasma 

human serum was an example of its awareness of new developments. 

He believed that the Expert Committee's report would be a contribution to 

existing .knowledge and he thought that the Board should recommend its publication. 

Dr COGGESHALL said that, while there would be general agreement on the 

desirability of the objectives of the Expert Committee, there could be no doubt 

that a vast amount of work and backing would be required to put any recommendations 

for requirements into effect. He wondered, furthermore, whether provision was 

being made for the constant revision necessary to keep the recommended 

requirements up to date. 

Professor ZHDANOV believed that national institutes would clearly have to 

participate in such work if the recommendations of the Expert Committee were to 

attain their full value. 

Dr JERNE (Biological Standardization), replying to Dr Rae, said that the 

Expert Committee carried out an annual review of its field of activity and 



studied proposals made by members of the Expert Advisory Panel and by other 

experts for the standardization of further biological substances. The Expert 

Committee was always cautious not to undertake any task which went beyond its 

possibilities. It was not possible, in the present state of knowledge, to provide 

standards for some substances, owing to conditions such as laok of stability or of 

suitable assay methods. In respect of the particular example chosen by Dr Rae, 

he said that human menopausal gonadotrophin had been studied following a request 

received from the International Federation of Gynaecology and Obstetrics with 

a view to furthering comparability in laboratory work. In the case of BCQ, 

methods of evaluating the relative immunizing potencies of different preparations 

had not been developed sufficiently to allow for international standardization. 

However, the position was constantly under review and a study would be undertaken 

as soon as it appeared possible. 

Replying to Dr Coggeshall, he said that the need for laying down inter-

nationally recommendable requirements for biological substances was considered 

by the Expert Committee as of the utmost importance. The Secretariat was 

at present studying how best to set up a mechanism which would provide for 

the necessary revision of such requirements speedily and at frequent intervals. 



The CHAIRMAN submitted the following draft resolution： 

The Executive Board 

1. NOTES the twelfth report of the Expert Committee on Biological 

Standardization; 

2. THANKS the members of the Committee for their work; and 

3. AUTHORIZES the publication of the report. 

The DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL said that the published text would incorporate 

a footnote stating that the recommended requirements would not be included as 

annexes to the present report, but would be published at a later date. 

Decisionî The draft resolution was adopted (see resolution EB23.R37). 

11. REPORT OF STUDY GROUP ON RECOMMENDED REQUIREMENTS FOR POLIOMYELITIS 

VACCINEs Item 2-11Л of the Agenda (Document EB23/17) 

The DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENZRAL^ introducing the report, stressed the highly 

technical nature of the recommendations it contained. As he had stated in 

connexion with the previous item on the agenda, publication of the report would 

be deferred until the comments of the appropriate expert advisory panel had been 

received on the amendments proposed.' An example of the comments made was the 

moment when the final innocuity and potency tests should be made - whether before 

or after the vaccine had been put into the final containers. The need for 

agreemént by members of the Study Group on proposed amendments of detail was 

closely linked with the remark by Dr Coggeshall regarding the importance of 

constantly bringing all such requirements up to date. 



Professor CANAPERIA called attention to a typographical error on page 3 of 

the French text. 

With regard to safety tests, he noted that the Study Group had proposed that 

they also be carried out on monkeys• He wondered whether it would not be possible 

to base such tests on tissue cultures; the elimination of expensive and lengthy-

tests on monkeys would considerably facilitate the work of control laboratories. 

Dr JERNE (Biological Standardization) agreed that safety tests in шопке>8 

were both costly and difficult. The subject had been discussed at great length 

in the Study Group, but the experts had agreed that it was not desirable to 

relinquish that procedure at the present time. In section of Annex I to 

the report it was stated that experience indicated that the monkey test was an 

essential part of the safety testing procedures, since it was in monkeys that 

virus was isolated from vaccine suspected of causing infection, whereas, in tissue 

culture, isolations were wade only with difficulty. 

The CHAIRMAN submitted the following draft resolution: 

The Executive Board 

1. NOTES the report of the Study Group on Recommended ReQuirenients 
for Poliomyelitis Vaccine; and 

2. THANKS the members of the Study Group for their work. 

Decision; The draft resolution was adopted (see resolution EB25.RJ8). 



12. REPORT OP STUDY GROUP ON RECOMMENDED REQUIREMENTS FOR YELLOW-FEVER AND 
CHOLERA VACCINE? Item 2.11.2 of the Agenda (Document ЕВ25Д6) 

The DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL, introducing the report, emphasized that the 

continuing improvement in techniques made necessary new drafts for requirements 

in respect of yellow-fever vaccine, and that a need had long been felt for the 

formulation of requirements for cholera vaccine. The report would be published 

in the Technical Report Series as soon as final agreement had been obtained on 

minor details. It was understood that the requirements would be brought up to date 

as necessary. 

The CHAIRMAN submitted the following draft resolutions 

The Executive Board. 

1, NOTES the report of the Study Group on Recommended Requirements for 
Biological Substances (concerning yellow-fever vaccine and cholera vaccine); 

2. THANKS the members of the Study Group for their work. 

Decision: The draft resolution was adopted (see resolution EB2J.R39)* 

13. REPOI?r OF STUDY GROUP ON RECOMMENDED REQUIREMENTS FOR SMALLPOX VACCINEf 
Item 2.II.3 of the Agenda (Document EB23/60) 

The DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL, introducing the report, said that the 

recommended requirements for smallpox vaccine had been impatiently awaited in view 

of the smallpox eradication programme; in that connexion, he called particular 

attention to paragraphs 2.2, the proposed standardization of antivaccinla gamma 

globulin, 2.6, heat deterioration tests on smallpox vaccine, and 2.7, post-

vaccination complications, which were of importance in mass campaigns. 

The report would be published in the Technical Report Series. 



Professor ZHDANOV emphasized the importance and scope of the report. 

International requirements for smallpox vaccine were not only new but paved the 

way for studies aimed at achieving smallpox eradication• The requirements would 

also be of great value for countries where smallpox was not extensive but where 

standards were needed. 

Professor CANAFZRIA, calling attention to paragraph Ji.^A.l on page 16 of 

the Annex, which referred to tests for total bacterial content, expressed the 

view that the figure of 1000 living bacteria per ml of vaccine seemed excessive. 

Dr JERNE (Biological Standardization) said that the figure of 1000 as the 

maximum number of harmless bacteria permissible in one ml of smallpox vaccine 

prepared in the skin of living animals had been discussed by the Study Group• 

National requirements had been reviewed and it had become apparent .that there 

was no c o u n t r y w i t h the possible exception of Italy, where the maximum 

permissible was less than 1000; requirements varied greatly and many countries 

allowed considerably more. The experts had agreed that it was in fact 

possible to prepare vaccine having less than 1000 but that a lower acceptance 

level might give rise to many problems and that laboratories might use 

antibiotics to achieve such a resultj a procedure which the Study Group 

wished to discourage. If techniques improved, that provision could be revised 

at a later stage. 



Professor CANAPERIA maintained that it was surprising to find such a high 

figure in international requirements. Even though that amount of living bacteria 

might, in fact, be harmless, it was none the less an indication that the method 

used was imperfect• 

The CHAIRMAN submitted the following draft resolution: 

The Executive Board 
« 

1. NOTES the- Report of the Study Group on Recommended Requirements 
for Smallpox Vaccine, and 

2. THANKS the members of the Study Group for their work. 

Decisions The draft resolution was adopted (see resolution EB23.R40). 

ЗЛ. REPORT OF STUDY GROUP ON IRON DEFICIENCY ANAEMIA: Item 2.11Л of the 

Agenda (Document EB25/63) 

Dr KAUL, Assistant Director-General, said that, while anaemia undoubtedly 

constituted a public health problem of major importance In many of the developing 

and tropical areas, there were still many gaps in present knowledge. Joint 

FAO/WHO Expert Committees on Nutrition, vrtiich had now met on five different 

occasions, had recommended that WHO should make a particular study of that problem. 

The present Study Group had been convened after preliminary studies in some 

countries in which the problem was severe. • 



Since anaemia was of world-wide occurrence and since there seemed to be some 

differences in the etiological factors in different areas of the world, a wide 

geographical representation in the Study Group had been of particular importance• 

In assessing the efficacy of methods available for the evaluation of 

prevalence of anaemia - personnel, space and equipment being limited • four 

procedures - haemoglobin estimation, haematocrit détermination, erythrocyte вошь 

and stained smear вхаш1па."Ь i on. • had. been considered, hEemoglobln estimation and 

haematocrit determination being considered the most acceptable. 

He then outlined the main subjects discussed by the Study Group and their 

recommendations for future programmes of research. 

The CHAIRMAN submitted the following draft resolution: 

The Executive Board 

1. NOTES the Report of the Study Group on Iron Deficiency Anaemia, and 

2. THANKS the members of the Study Group for their work. 

Decision: The draft resolution was adopted (see resolution EB23
#
r4Z). 

15. REPORT OF STUDY GROUP СЖ ATARACTIC AND HALLUCINOGEMIC DRUGS IN PSYCHIATRY? 
Item 2.11.5 of the Agenda (Document EB23/40〉 

Dr KAULi Assistant Director-General, introduced the report. He particularly 

stressed the Study Group's conclusion, contained on page 71 of the report, that, 

while it was difficult to predict whether those drugs would continue to be in 

widespread use and what effect they would have on the health of the community, 



public health authorities should be aware of the potential hazards and take steps 

to gather appropriate data over a period in a variety of settings. 

Professor CANAPERIA said that the interest of the report went beyond the 

technical data it contained, since it performed the useful task of calling the 

attention of public health administrators to the risks of tranquillizers, whioh 

„ere being increasingly used in therapy, as well as to the need for undertaking 

epidemiological and statistical research on mental disorders, That recommen-

dation should be b o m e in mind in connexion with the research programme it was 

proposed that WHO should undertake. 

The CHAIRMAN submitted the following draft resolution: 

The Executive Board 

1, NOTES the Report of the Study Group on Ataractic and Hallucinogenic 

Drugs in Psychiatry, and 

2 . THANKS the members of the Study Group for their work. 

Decision». The draft resolution was adopted (see resolution EB2?.R42). 

16. REPORT ON THE MEETINGS OP THE STUDY GROUP ON PSYCHOBIOLOGICAL DEVEIOPMENT 

OF THE CHILD: Item 2.12 of the Agenda (Document ЕВ23Д1) 

D r
 RAUL, Assistant Director-General, introducing the report, observed it was 

in a different category from the reports which the Board had Just considered, 

since it was a report on the four meetings which had been held between 1955 and 

1956 of the Study Group on the Psychcbiological Development of the Child. It was 



submitted by the Director-General in response to resolution EB19.R25, which had 

expressed the hope that the Director-General would examine the possibility of 

practical conclusions being drawn from those studies. 

It would be noted that participation in the Study Group had been multi-

disciplinary so that many aspects of child development might be considered; 

a nucleus of participants had attended all four meetings. 

As the Board would see from the footnote to page 1, a reduced version of 

the verbatim record had been published by commercial publishers* The report 

quoted correspondence received from the participants on the repercussions of the 

meetings• 

Professor AUJALEU said he could not help feeling, without in any way wishing 

to reflect on the eminent participants at the meetings of the Study Group, that 

the report under consideration was couched, in terms which were far from clear. 

Indeed, it was almost impossible to draw any conclusion from the report and he 

found it hard to see what practical conclusions the Director-General himself 

woxild be able to derive from it. Many extremely interesting conclusions had been 

drawn on certain very specific points； but those points were very far removed 

from the needs of public health administrators. 

Although public health administrators were, of course, interested in the 

intellectual as well as physical development of children, he wondered whether, 

when so many children were dying of hunger and disease, it was not something of a 

luxury for the Organization to convene meetings of that type on psychophysiology^ 



T h
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 could be no doubt in his ovm mind that a more dovm-to-earth approach was 

desirable even in the mental health field. 

Dr RAE associated himself with tha remarks made by Professor Aujaleu. 

Sir Herbert BRO/ШШУ (United Nations Children's Fund) said that his 

Organization, which was interested in all aspects of child welfare, had looked 

forward with considerable interest to studying the report and had hoped that it 

would provide guidance in the social field which UNICEF was developing in co-

operation with the Bureau of Social Affairs of the United Nations. However, 

he had found himself somewhat baffled by the report. He wondered whether there 

w e r s
 any practical conclusions which could be drawn from those meetings and what 

future action would be taken in that respect. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL wished to make it entirely clear that there had never 

been any intention that the Study Group should prepare a report at any of its 

meetings. The present report, which was a summary on the meetings drafted by a 

member of the Study Group, had been prepared at the insistence of the Executive 

Board at its nineteenth session, in accordance with resolution EB19.R25. He 

then referred to the minutes of the nineteenth session of the Executive Board, 

p
a g e s

 111-115, where he was quoted as having undertaken to study the suggestion 

of preparing a report but as having said that it might not prove possible to 

comply with that request, given the nature of the work done. 



Аз he had originally believed, it had not been possible to prepare a more 

adequate report than that at present under consideration. Members of the Board 

who wished to be more fully informed of the proceedings of the Study Group would 

have to consult the verbatim record published in English by a commercial publisher) 

he drew attention to the fact that the publication of that record in other 

languages was being oontemplated. 

Professor ZHDANOV thought that the subject of the meetings of the Study Group 

was one to which the work of the Organization was least suited and in respect of 

which it had no obligation. He would not go so far as to say that the Study Group 

had worked in vain, as it was impossible to foretell the results of any scientific 

meetings. WHO had certain concrete obligations in the field of health and it 

would seem that a more down-to-earth approach was required than шее'tings among 

whose main themes, as stated on page 7 of the report
f
 was the evolution of abstract 

thought• He believed that the comments of the Executive Board would provide 

guidance for the Secretariat in its attitude towards meetings of that type. 

Professor AUJALEU agreed with the points made by the Director-General. It 

was nonetheless a matter for serious concern that four meetings of such a Study Group 

had been held without there being any conclusions which could be drawn by others. 

In those circumstances, it would appear essential to limit such expenditure on an 

activity which did not greatly benefit the Organization. 



The CHAIRMAN then submitted the following draft resolution: 

Bis Executive Board, 

NOTES the report submitted by the Director-General on the meetings of 

the Study Group on the Psychobiologicel Development of the Ghxld, and on the 

work performed by this group. 

Deelsic»: The draft resolution was adopted (see resolution EB23.R43). 

The meeting rose at 5•杯0 P»m« 


