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1. SIX3H REPORT OP THE COMMITTEE (Document Al4/AFl/44) 

Mr SAR (Senegal), Rapporteur, read the draft sixth report of the Committee. 

The report was approved section by section. 

Decision; The sixth report as a whole was adopted. 

2 . POSSIBILITIES OP REDUCING THE LENGTH OF WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLIES; Item 2.6 
of the Agenda (Official Records No. 102, Resolution WHA13.40, Official 
Records No. 106, Resolution EB26.R31 and Annex 11, Document A14/AFL/45) 
(continued) 

The CHAIRMAN said that the Secretariat was to be congratulated on the 

do<aament_now-4>efore the Committee- The matter had been discussed—extensively at 

the last session of the Health Assembly and even more extensively by the Executive 

Board which had recommended a draft resolution to the session of the Health Assembly 

in its resolution EB26.R^1. One part of the recommendation of the Board had 

already .been, adopted in the amendment to Rule 2k of the Rules of Procedure. In 

addition, various other proposals and suggestions had been made during the debate 

on the item in the previous meeting of the Committee; in particular, there had 

been the suggestion of the delegate of Pakistan that the order of work of the 

• Committee on Programme and Budget should be altered. All those factors had been 

taken into consideration in the preparation of the document before the Committee. 

Although there were.frequent complaints regarding the length of speeches 

made in the Health Assembly and general anxiety lest the sessions of the Assembly 

should have to be lengthened in consequence, there was no general desire that 

radical measures should be introduced to curtail the proceedings of the Assembly, 

such as, for instance, setting a time limit for speeches or-arranging for-night 
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meetings. It was recognized that part of the value of the Assembly was the 

occasion it afforded for meeting other delegations, exchanging views and cementing 

friendships; then, too, there was the natural desire to inform the Assembly of 

progress made in various fields during the year. Consequently, it had become 

apparent that present possibilities of reducing the length of Health Assemblies, or 

of ensuring against their prolongation, were limited to relatively minor adjustments 

to the programme of work. Proposals to that end were embodied in the draft 

resolution submitted by the Secretariat in the document before the Committee. It 

did not seem that any useful purpose would be served by referring the matter again 

at the present juncture to the Executive Board but, doubtless, should that organ 

or the Secretariat subsequently develop fresh proposals, the question would be 

brought up again at a future session of the Health Assembly. 

The text of the draft resolution was as follows? 

The Fourteenth World Health Assembly,. 

Considering resolution WHAlJ.40 requesting the Executive Board and the 
Director-General to present concrete proposals for reducing as far as 
possible the length of Assemblies; and 

Having considered the recommendation of the Executive Board on the 
improvement of the organization and the conditions of work of the World 
Health Assembly, 

Having decided to amend Rule 24 of the Rules of Procedure of the Health 
Assembly, as proposed by the Executive Board, 

1. DECIDES that at World Health Assemblies one debate only should be 
devoted to the consideration of the Annual Report of the Director-General 
(except the annual Financial Report) and that this debate should be in plenary 
meeting, provided that the physical facilities permit this; 

2. REQUESTS the Executive Board in preparing the agenda of meetings of the 
Health Assembly, as provided by Article 28(f) of the Constitution, to give 
special consideration to the arrangement of the agenda in such a way as to 
facilitate the business of the Assembly; 
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REQUESTS the Executive Board to reconsider the terras of reference of the 
main committees of the Assembly, as established by resolution WHAl^.l, and to 
report to the Fifteenth World Health Assembly j and 

EXPRESSES the hope that, despite the increase in activities and membership 
of the World Health Organization, it will not be necessary in the future for 
the Health Assemblies to meet for longer periods of time." 

Dr CAYLA (Prance) said that the excellent document prepared by the Secretariat 

had considerably simplified the work of the Committee. On behalf of the delegation 

of the United Arab Republic and his own delegation, he wished to withdraw the 

proposals made jointly by them at the previous meeting and to support the draft 

resolution which had just been read. However he wished to propose an amendment, by 

the addition of a fifth operative paragraph, which he hoped would be acceptable to 

the Director-General. The amendment would be as follows: 

5. REQUESTS the Director-General to continue the study of the question 
and to present to the Fifteenth World Health Assembly recommendations which 
would tend to reduce the length of the Health Assemblies. 

Mr SXEGEL, Assistant Director-General, Secretary, said that the draft 

resolution was based on the text of the resolution recommended by the Executive Board 

in EB26.R31 modified by the proposals and suggestions made at the previous meeting. 

Two points should be drawn to the attention of the Committee. First, the clause 

in operative paragraph 1 "provided that the physical facilities permit this;" had 

been included because the Executive Board, aware of the delay entailed in plenary 

session by the necessity for speakers to go to the rostrum, had asked whether it would 

be possible for microphones to be made available on the delegates' desks. Up to the 

present, this procedure would not have been possible at headquarters but the recent 

modifications at the Palais des Nations would permit it in future. Secondly, the 

Committee should be informed that many delegations had expressed dissatisfaction that 
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so much time was taken up in the Committee on Programme and Budget with the 

discussion on the Annual Report of the Director-General and relatively little time 

was allowed for the discussion on the programme and budget estimates. Adoption of 

the draft resolution before the meeting would clearly allow more time for the 

discussion of the programme and budget estimates; operative paragraphs 2 and 

as drafted on the basis of the suggestion made by the delegate of Pakistan, would 

enable the time-table and the schedule of work for the Health Assembly to be adjusted 

as required in that respect. 

In view of the support for the draft resolution from the delegations of Prance 

and the United Arab Republic, he was reluctant to make any objection to the inclusion 

of the proposed amendaient but, in view of the exhaustive study of this question which 

had continued during the past two or three years, he doubted whether the Director-

General would be able to do more than summarize the conclusions reached hitherto in 

reporting to the next Health Assembly. On the other hand, operative paragraphs 2. 

and 3 of the draft resolution would require that a detailed survey regarding the 

agenda of meetings of the Health Assembly and the terns of reference of the main 

committees of the Assembly be submitted by the Director-General to the Executive 

Board for its consideration. 

The CHAIRMAN asked whether the requirements of the delegations of France and the 

United Arab Republic would be met by the addition of the following operative 

paragraph to the draft resolution: 

REQUESTS the Director-General to pursue examination of this matter and to 
submit reports to future Health Assemblies when he is in a position to put 
forward further recommendations for the facilitation of the Assembly's 
business. 
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Dr CAYLA (France) said that he was quite prepared to accept the amendment 

proposed by the Chairman; the main preoccupation of his delegation was to ensure 

that the matter was not shelved permanently, that the Dire с tor-Gene ral should be 

receptive to new ideas or new developments in equipment which might help to expedite 

the work of the Assembly or to increase its efficiency. 

Mr EL WAKIL (United Arab Republic) also expressed his agreement with the 

amendment proposed by the Chairman; a step was being taken in the right direction 

but further improvements were always possible; every effort must be made to ensure 

that, even if the length of Health Assemblies could not be reduced, it should not be 

extended. 

Dr ALAN (Turkey) congratulated the Secretariat on the excellent document before 

the Committee. He asked whether his understanding was correct that operative 

paragraph 1 of the draft resolution implied that there would be no discussion of the 

Annual Report of the Director-General in the two main committees. In general he 

approved of the draft resolution, as amended, and was particularly satisfied that a 

revision of the agenda of meetings of the Health Assembly was envisaged. 

The CHAIRMAN agreed with the interpretation of the meaning of operative 

paragraph 1 of the draft resolution given by the delegate of Turkey. 

Mr ROFFEY (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland) said that the 

draft resolution embodied a series of useful 'proposals; he was satisfied that the 

matter had now been taken as far as possible at the present juncture. 
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Dr- ROS (Italy) said that the proposal^ of the draft resolution were constructive; 

his delegation found it quite satisfactory. 

On the proposal of the SECRETARY, 'Л с was agreed that the new operative 

paragraph (the amendment proposed by the Chairman) should be included in the draft 

resolution as operative paragraph 4 and the existing paragraph 4 should become 

paragraph 5« 

Decision; The reso3.uticn was adopted, as thus amended , 

The CHAIRMAN suggested that, in order to avoid the necessity of holding another 

meeting, the Committee might add the resolution which it had just adopted to its 

sixth report. 

It was so agreed, 

CLOSURE OF SESSION 

The CHAIRMAN thanked the members of the Committee for the tolerance and patience 

which they had shown and the diligence with which they had applied themselves to the 

heavy programme of work. 

Dr CAYLA (France) paid tribute to the Chairman for the virtuosity and unfailing 

good-nature with which he had conducted the discussions, enabling the work of the 

Committee to be carried out rapidly and efficaciously; to the Vice-Chairman for his 

management of the debate on a day when complex problems were at issue; to the 

Rapporteur whose well-presented reports had facilitated the decisions of the Committee; 

and finally to the Secretariat for willing and able assistance at all times. 

The meeting rose___a_t 10.20 a.m. 


