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ADOPTION OF A WHO FLAG 

1. The Executive Board, in resolution EB25.R71,1 (1) "RECOMMENDS to the 
Thirteenth World Health Assembly to decide to adopt an official, flag of the World 
Health Organization, which could be based on the official emblem of the Organization 
with or without modification"; and (2) "REQUESTS the Director-General to initiate 
with the Secretary-General of the United Nations such consultations as аэау .be 
appropriate and to report to the Thirteenth World Health Assembly". 

2. The consultations envisaged in resolution EB25.R71 were still in process at 
the time of the Thirteenth World Health Assembly, which therefore noted "that the 
Director-General will report on the question to the Fourteenth World Health Assembly" 
(resolution WHAI3.26)02 

3. The consultations with the Secretary-General of the United Nations have now 
been completed; as is to be seen from the exchange of correspondence reproduced in 
Annexes 1 and 2, the proposals contained in the Director-General's letter of 1 July I960 
concerning the design of the WHO flag are acceptable to the Secretary-General, The 
World Health Assembly may, therefore, wish to consider the question of the adoption 
of a WHO flag. 

4. As concerns the design of the WHO flag, it is believed that it should closely 
resemble that of the United Nations flag. It is therefore suggested that the design 
should be the same as the UN flag (blue background, emblem in white), the emblem to 
be surmounted by the Aesculapian staff and serpent in gold. It is felt that the 
Aesculapian staff and serpent appearing in gold on the emblem will make the design 
of the WHO flag sufficiently distinctive. The suggested design and the colours of 
the WHO flag are reproduced in Annex 3» 

1 Off- Rec» Wld Hlth Org. 99, 32 
2 Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org. 102, 9 
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5. Should the World Health Assembly decide to adopt a WHO flag, it would also have 
to consider authorizing the Director-General to adopt a WHO flag code and/or regula-
tions thereunder for the purpose of establishing a flag protocol, of regulating the 
use of the flag, the protection of its dignity and prevention of its use for 
unauthorized purposes. 

In such case, the World Health Assembly may wish to consider adopting a 
resolution along the following lines; 

"The Fourteenth World Health Assembly, 

Recognizing that it is desirable to adopt an official flag of the 
World Health Organization to be flown on the premises of the Organization 
and to be displayed elsewhere on ceremonial and other appropriate occasions, 

1. DECIDES that the flag of the World Health Organization shall be the 
official emblem of the World Health Organization adopted by the First World 
Health Assembly,1 centred on a United Nations blue background, provided that 
the emblem shall appear in white with the Aesculapian staff and serpent in 
gold; 

2. REQUESTS the Director-General to draw up regulations concerning the 
dimensions and proportions of the flag; and 

3. AUTHORIZES the Director-General to adopt a flag code, bearing in mind the 
desirability of a regulated use of the flag and the protection of its dignity." 

1 Resolutions WHA1.135 and WHA9„2j5, Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, 
5th ed., p. 382 
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ANNEX 1 

TEXT OF LETTER DATED 1 JULY I960 FROM THE 
DIRECTOR-GENERAL OF THE WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION 
TO THE SECRETARY-GENERAL OF THE UNITED NATIONS 

ttI am writing with further reference to our correspondence about the WHO 
flag. The Thirteenth World Health Assembly, which completed its work at the 
end of May, adopted a resolution (WHAlj5„26) on the subject, a copy of which is 
attached. As you will see from that resolution^ the Health Assembly has 
postponed action pending further consultations between us. 

We have been giving some thought to the question and our ideas as to the 
design of the flag are reflected in the drawing which is^enclosed, which is 
based on the decision of the First World Health Assembly concerning the seal 
of the World Health Organization, as follows; 

'The First World Health Assembly 

Resolves 

(1) to adopt a distinctive design as the emblem of WHO to be used as the 
official seal of the Organization; 

(2) to adopt for this emblem the symbol of the United Nations, surmounted 
by an Aesculapian staff and serpent in gold, provided that the consent of 
the United Nations to the proposed use of its seal be obtained by the 
Director-General from the Secretary-General of the United Nations.' 

A cable and a letter were sent on 9 July 19;+8 to the Secretary-General of 
the United Nations, asking whether there would be any objection to such use of 
the emblem of the United Nations, with the suggested additions for WHO. We 
were informed by cable dated 12 July 192'8 that "Proposed design for seal and 
emblem WHO acceptable to United Nations" and the cable was confirmed by a 
letter dated 19 July 1948. 

1 Resolutions WHAI.I33 and WHA9.23, Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, 
ed., p. 382 ~ 
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Annex 1 

We feel that the most simple solution of the question of the design of 
the flag would be to use a design which corresponds to our official seal. As 
you will see from the picture of the WHO stamps which appears in the attached 
leaflet issued by the General Directorate of the Swiss Post and Telegraph 
Service, it has been customary for WHO to use its seal when a distinctive design 
was required for other purposes. 

We should naturally prefer to use our emblem on a WHO flag. Should there, 
however, be some difficulty about this from your point of view, X would appreci-
ate being informed in time for us to submit another suitable and entirely 
different design for the consideration of the Fourteenth World Health Assembly 
which is to meet early next year." 
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ANNEX 2 

TEXT OF LETTER DATED 11 JULY I960 FROM THE 
SECRETARY-GENERAL OF THE UNITED NATIONS TO THE 
DIRECTOR-GENERAL OF THE WORID HEALTH ORGANIZATION 

"Thank you for your letter of 1 July regarding the proposed WHO flag. 

The use of the United Nations Seal in the manner suggested by the second 

paragraph of the resolution is satisfactory from.our point of view." 


