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1. REVIEW OF WORK DURING 1959: ANNUAL REPORT of THE DIRECTOR- GENERAL: 
Item 2.2 of the Agenda (Official Records No. 98)(continued) 

Chapter 18: Western Pacific Region (continued) 

Dr SEIJO (Japan) expressed his country's great appreciation of the assistance 

given by WHO. During the eight -year period from 1952 to the end of 1959, 96 fellow- 

ships had been awarded to enable Japanese students to study abroad, and his country 

had been assisted by the services of 17 consultants. Japan in its turn had been 

pleased to welcome 123 fellows from abroad and had also provided a number of experts 

and consultants. 

As an example of the progress made, he mentioned that Japan had recently been 

approached by WHO with a proposal that a field test should be carried out on the use 

of malathion in lice control. The authorities had replied regretfully that they had 

no more lice, except in laboratories. Japan was, in fact, completely free from 

quarantinable diseases. However, there were still problems involved in controlling 

other diseases such as dysentery and encephalitis. Considerable success had been 

achieved in the control of tuberculosis and leprosy. 

In conclusion, he wished to thank the Regional Director and his staff for their 

excellent work. 

Dr BERNARD (France) thanked the Regional Director for his friendly and efficient 

^_ollaboration with the territories of the French Republic in the Pacific. He would 

not discuss the Report in detail but there was one point of special importance which 

he wished to emphasize, namely, the creation of a post of administrator attached to 
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the malaria eradication project. The technical aspect of malaria eradication did not 

present any special difficulties, but administrative and financial problems were 

constantly arising. The creation of a new post was, therefore, a decisive step 

forward 

Dr YEN (China) congratulated the Director -General on his full report and thanked 

the Regional Director and his staff for their excellent work in 1959° He was glad 

to note that, in addition to giving assistance to national health services in planning 

and carrying out their projects, WHO had also co- ordinated its work with that of ether 

agencies such as UNICEF and the International Co- operation Administration of the 

United States of America. He wished to express his gratitude to those two organiza- 

tions also. 

As a result of the combined efforts, notable progress had been made in his country 

in the Province of Taiwan. Smallpox, cholera, plague and rabies had been completely 

eradicated and there had, been a marked reduction in the incidence of diphtheria, 

pertussis, tetanus and venereal diseases. There had been a mass campaign for the 

control of trachoma, with satisfactory results. .In collaboration with the United 

States of America, a trachoma vaccine had been developed and a field trial was in 

progress. It was, however, too early to give any definite results. 

The malaria eradication programme was proceeding according to plan. 

There was still, however, a great deal to be done, especially to improve 

environmental sanitation and to combat infantile diarrhoeas and diseases of the virus 

encephalitis group. 

He was glad to note the importance attached to the integration of health projects. 

There had been excellent collaboration between Member countries in the exchange of 

fellows and the organization of study tours and seminars, ail of which were of great 

value. 
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The chief problem was the recruitment of qualified personnel. That was not due 

to an actual shortage of trained staff but to their reluctance to accept а salary 

which was usually rather less than they could earn in private pradtice. 

Difficulties were sometimes encountered in the evaluation of programmes: He 

stressed the importance of pre -project surveys and hoped that WHO would be able to 

give more assistance in that direction in the future. 

Dr LEE (Republic of Korea) also wished to express his appreciation of the work 

done by WHO and the Regional Director for the Western Pacific. Malaria control had 

been started in Korea in 1959 and, during the pre -eradication survey, no positive blood 

smears had been found. However, in 1960 the team had detested one malaria focus and 

was continuing its work in an attempt to detect other residual foci. R start had been 

made in training medical and auxiliary personnel at the national institute which had 

recently been established. He hoped that the programme would be continued and that 

it would be possible to eradicate malaria in the near future. 

He was also particularly grateful for the assistance given by WHO in the control 

of clonorchiasis and paragonimiasis, both of which were very prevàlent in Korea. 

Both diseases were considered major public health problems and, because of the complica- 

ted factors involved in the life cycles of the two parasites, he thought that compre- 

hensive research projects should be carried out. 
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Siricë I47 there h�.d been outbreaks of Japanese B. encephalitis every year and in 

1958 nearly 7000 cases had been reported. In 1958 and 1959 there had been a survey 

on the effectiveness -of mouse brain vaccine produced at the national institute.:; In 

his view the results were quite significant. M'rtality among vaccinated children 

had been approximately one -fifth of that among those who had not been vaccinated. 

Research would be continued because it was believed that if the effectiveness of the 

vaccine could be confirmed it would be a most powerful weapon. However, many of the 

essential features of the disease were still unknown. As it was prevalent in several 

other countries of the Region, he hoped that WHO would consider including the subject 

in its programme. 

. Dr FANG, Regional Director for the Western Pacific, said that the only paint on 

which he would like to comment was that raised by-the New Zealand delegate concerning 

the importance of vital and health statistics. It could be seen from. Official Record ::° 

No. 97 that a training course was to be held in Manila in 1960, and another specially 

designed to suit the needs of the island territories in the South Pacific would be 

included in the programme for 1962. 

Chapter 19: Co- ordination of Work with Other Organizations 

The CHAIRMAN said that the subject dealt with in Chapter 19 was also covered in 

items 2.16, 2.17 and 2.18 of the agenda. He therefore suggested that delegations 

should make their comments under one of the other items. 

It was so agreed. 
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Chapter 20: Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance for Economic Development 

There were no comments on Chapter 20. 

Establishment of national public health cadres: draft resolution submitted by the 

delegation of Ecuador (A13 /Р&B /25) 

•Dr ALVAREZ CRESPO (Ecuador) introduced the draft resolution and emphasized that 

well -trained national personnel were essential for all public health programmes. 

Without them the assistance and advice of WHO could not be put to the best use. 

Dr JANZ (Portugal) fully supported the draft resolution. In his country, a 

draft statute had just been submitted to the National Assembly providing for the 

establishment of two separate career services in medicine and public health. That 

statute, together with the new National School of Public Health, would be a decisive 

step towards the improvement and expansion of the health services. 

Mr GARRIDO LECCA (Peru) said that his country was faced with exactly the type of 

problem envisaged in the draft resolution. Legislation was before the Senate to set 

up a publie health career service. He was glad to support the draft resolution. 

Professor CANAPERIA (Italy) said he had considerable sympathy with the aims of the 

draft resolution. He emphasized that there were two essential prerequisites for a 

health career service. In the first place, there must be satisfactory training and, 

secondly, arrangements must be made to offer a salary which would make the career 

sufficiently attractive . 
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At the suggestion of the CHAIRMAN, Dr ALVAREZ CRESPO (Ecuador) agreed to replace 

the words "taking steps" by the word "committed" in clause (a) of the preamble. 

Decision: The draft resolution (А13 /P&B /)5), as amended, was unanimously 
approved. 

Resolution on the Annual Report of the Director- General 

The eНAIRMAN said that the discussion on the Director - General's Annual Report 

had now been completed, Chapters 11 and 12 having been considered by the Committee on 

Administration, Finance and Legal Matters. He asked the Secretary to read out a 

draft resolution, taking into account the first report Of the Committee on Administra- 

tion, Finance and Legal Matters to the Committee on Programme and Budget (А13 /P&B /21). 

Dr KAUL, Assistant Director -General, Secretary, read to the Committee a draft 

resolution in the following terms: 

The Thirteenth World Health Assembly, 

Having reviewed the Annual Report of the Director -General On the work 

of ИНО in 1959, 

1. NOTES with satisfaction the marner in which the programme was planned 

and carried out during 1959, in accordance with the established policies of 

the Organization; 

2. NOTES with satisfaction that the administrative and financial affairs 

of the Organization as described in the Annual Report,nf the Director -General 

are sound; and 

З. COMMENDS the Director -General for the work accomplished. 

Decision: The Committee approved the draft resolution. 

The CHAIRMAN announced that the two resolutions approved during the meeting 

would be included in the Committee's first report, 
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2. REVIEW AND APPROVAL of SHE PROGRAMME AND BUDGET ESTIMATES FOR 1961: Item 2.3 
of the Agenda (Official Records Nos. 97, 99 and 100; Document А13 /Р&B /19) 
(continued) 

The CHAIRMAN said that he would take the Proposed Regular Programme and Budget 

Estimates (Official Records No. 97) chapter by chapter. Part I - Organizational 

Meetings - had already been dealt with by the Committee on Administration, Finance 

and Legal Matters, and he accordingly asked Dr Kaul to introduce Part II - Operating 

Programme. 

Programme activities (Annex 1 of Official Records No. 97) 

Dr КAUL, Assistant Director -General, Secretary, drawing attention to section 4, 

Programme Activities (Official Records No. 97, page 22), referred the Committee to 

page 36 of the report of the Twenty -Fifth Session of the Executive Board on the 

Proposed Programme and Budget Estimates for 1961 (Official Records No. 100). 

The programme and budget had been introduced by the Director -General and the 

report of the Executive Board by the Chairman of that body the previous day. 

Section 4.1 of the Programme and Budget Estimates referred to the offices of the 

Assistant Directors -General. The text giving the composition of the staff would 

be found on page 22 and the table of offices on page 49. 

There were no comments on sections 4.1, 4.2, 4.3, or 4.4 
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Section 4.5 - Malaria Eradication 

The CHAIRMAN said that the question of malaria eradication would -be discussed 

in detail later and the Committee could at present- merely note it, unless there 

were any budgetary Questions for discussion. 

Dr RAUL, Secretary, said that malaria eradication was dealt with in detail in 

Annex 3 of the volume. The programme and budget proposals for the whole of the 

malaria eradication programme for 1961 under all sources of funds had been brought 

together in that annex to enable a complete examination and description of the 

programme to be given. Those proposals would not be included under the report on 

the development of the malaria eradication programme, which formed a separate item 

of the agenda, and any Questions relating to the programme and budget proposals on 

malaria should be discussed under the present item. 

There were no comments on section k.. 

Section 4.6 - Communicable Diseases 

Professor CANAPERIA (Italy), referring to section 4.6.2 - Venereal Diseases and 

Treponematoses - said that 10 years previously, with the discovery of penicillin, the 

reduction of the incidence of venereal diseases and treponematoses had seemed possible 

and there had indeed been a very rapid decrease in the years following, most marked 

in syphilis, less marked in gonorrhoea. More recently, however, significant increases 

had been observed in the incidence of those diseases and data had shown that it was a 

mistake - in general - to be too optimistic of the results of attempts to reduce 

certain communicable diseas_s. He considered that the Organization should carry 

out an investigation into the causes of the fluctuations in those results. 
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Dr KAUL, Assistant Director -Generals Secretary, agreed that it was important for 

the Organization to discover the causes of the present development. The future pro - 

grammе included st..dies in that field. Factors of importance included the problem 

of penicillin resistance, so far limited to the gonococcus. The public health im- 

portance of alternative drugs was under study. 

The Expert Committee on Venereal Infections and Treponematoses, which had met 

from 21 to 26 September 1959; had reviewed some of those problems and made recommen- 

dations which would be followed up. 

Section 4+.7 - Public Health Services 

Professor MUNTENDAM (Netherlands) drew attention to page 21 of the Annual Report 

of the Director- General for 1959 (Official Records No. 98) where reference was made 

to the Expert Committee on Public Health Administration (Local Health Services) which 

had met from 12 to 17 October 1959. Hе referred the Committee to page 13 of the 

recently published report of that Committee (Technical Report Series,.No. 19k), where 

it was stated: "For the proper functioning of the health service continuous research 

is indispensable in its own sphere of activity." Detailed reports had been prepared 

on health studies in six countries, including the Netherlands, and the Expert Committee 

had recommended that such studies should be a routine procedure of health administra- 

tions and that reference centres should be set up for public health research on a 

c,iuwnity basis. His delegation was gratified that the Director- General had given 

careful consideration to that method and hoped that WHO would establish such reference 

centres. He drew attention 

stated that: "The Committee 

the establishment of primary 

to page 23 of the Expert Committee's report, where it was 

recommended that the World Health Organization consider 

reference centres as a means of strengthening national 
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health administration. "; and in paragraph 4.7.1 of the Programme and Budget Estimates 

one of the functions and responsibilities of the public health administration was stated 

to be "to provide services which deal with the strengthening of national health 

administrations. . . ". He would be grateful for information on the action which the 

Organization would take, since he could find in the 1961 budget no specific provision 

for the establishment of reference centres. He asked whether it was the intention 

to estaЫish a specific number of centres spread over a number of countries, and 

whether they would have to fulfil standards set by the Organization. He also asked 

whether WHO would give assistance and directives on the establishment of such centres. 

After the completion of the pilot study, his Government had in effect initiated the 

establishment of reference centres by carrying out investigations in a small town into 

preventive and curative aspects of such diseases as atherosclerosis, as part of a 

general research project. His Government was convinced that adequate organization 

of public health care was possible only through long -term planning, and he hoped th't 

the Organization would encourage the establishment of such centres, which could 

render useful service as field laboratories for training in public health. 

Dr ENGEL (Sweden), agreed with the remarks of the Netherlands delegate. Nis 

Government also had participated in the pilot studies mentioned on page 21 of the 

Dirесtor- General's Annual Report and would welcome any action which the Organization 

might take in the establishment of reference centres and in stimulating work by 

national authorities. 
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Dr DOROTXF, Deputy Director -General, thanked the delegates of the Netherlands 

and Sweden for having drawn attention to the recommendations of the Expert Committee, 

and noted with gratitude the generous offer which had been made by the public health 

administration of the Netherlands to put at the Organization's disposal the results 

of the research carried out by the reference centre which had been established 

following the pilot project in the Netherlands, He also expressed appreciation for 

the interesting documentation which had been furnished on the subject. It was true 

that nothing had yet been done to implement the Expert Committee's recommendations 

in that field, but the research programme approved by the Тw 1fth World Health 

Assembly had not specifically included the subject of public health research. That 

subject would be dealt with during the current year by a scientific group which would 

establish the broad outlines of a public health research programme. Thus the 

matters raised by the delegates of Sweden and the Netherlands, which were essentially 

related to scientific research in public health would receive due attention. 

Section 4.8 - Health Protection and Promotion 

Dr РESONEН (Finland) said that the question of rheumatoid arthritis, which 

was a very important public health problem, did not appear to be mentioned in the 

proposed programme and budget estimates for 1961, and he would be very grateful 

for some information on that subjject, 
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Dr DCWJ , Deputy Director- General, in reply to the question raised by the 

delegate of Finland, said that the unit responsible for Social and Occupational 

Health was, in addition to its other fractions, responsible for the study of 

certain chronic degenerative diseases for which no specific unit had yet been 

established, As could •e seen from page 36 of Official Records No, 97, that 

applied to rheumatoid as well as other chronic non-communicable diseases. 

A coьΡmiцΡttee of experts had previously met to discuss chronic rheumatic diseases 

such as rheumatoid arthritis and had submitted recommendations, and a study was 

at present in progress to identify the problem and incorporate it in the research 

programme. 

As previously stated, a certain number of aspects of the research programme 

still remained to be d.alt with, one of which was that of the chronic rheumatoid 

diseases. No action on that subject had been scheduled for 1961, except to 

continue the studies resulting from the report of the committee of experts with 

a view to including it in the future research programme, 

Dr ENGEL (Sweden) said tha at the last session of the United Nations General 

Assembly, the Swedish delegation had drawn attention to the importance of making 

greater provision in the United Nations Technical Assistance programme for dealing 

with several medical- social problems, mentioning the increase in the demand for 

food due to tao steady increase in population in countries receiving technical 

assistance. It had recommended that the United Nations General Assembly take 

measures to provide those countries with technical assistanc•, in th'. form of 

facilities for family planning and birth control in particular, A few days 
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previously the delegate of India had stated during the plenary discussion that the 

Indian Government had adopted a national policy and a national programme regarding 

family planning, The Swedish delegation would like WHO to take up the subject 

without delay. It strongly supported the suggestion made by the Indian delegation. 

It would like provision to be made in WH0 s 1960 programme for some co- operative 

measures regarding family planning, The results of the preliminary studies he 

had in mind could be placed before the ';executive Board. 

Dr HOUНл АN Е (Ireland) said that certain methods of birth control could never 

be accepted in Ireland because they were morally bad and intrinsically evil. 

The end could never justify the means. There were some countries where the 

population was apparently outstripping resources; but a substantial body of 

reputable opinion thought that the resources there, if fully developed, would 

satisfy all requirements. The matter raised by the dele ate of Sweden involved 

the religious convictions of several î'embers of WHO. He considered that much 

more harm than good would be done by pursuing the matter. Ho was firmly opposed 

to Wilts doing anything to encourage birth control anywhere, 

Professor C,NлРRL (Italy) said that birth control and family planning had 

already been discussed twice by the Health -:assembly. in both those occasions the 

Health :"issembly had not wanted to do anything about the subject, which was covered 

by the terms of reference of other organizations more competent to discuss it, 

He wished to associate himself with what the delegate from Ireland had said. 

His delegation's position was the same as that of the delegation of Ireland. 
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Dr EVANG (1NTorway) said he had been very sorry to hear what the delegates of 

Ireland and Italy had said, because they had used terms which had little to do 

with medicine„ He had thoght that those present could, as medical men, discuss 

the health aspects of any problem without using the terminology which had just 

been used 

It was true that the subject had been discussed before at Health ssemЫies, 

The last time ié had been discussed at a Health Assembly had been in 1952 

That was at a time when all the specialized agencies of the United Nations were 

preparing their contributions to the United Nations population conference which 

had been held in Rome in 1954, Sevеral delegations to the 1952 Health lissembly 

had been of the opinion that тΡnНOt s contribution to that conference should be 

concerned solely with the health aspects of the problem„ A proposal had been 

made that WHO establish an expert comrai:tteе to study the "health aspects of 

reproduction"; but the discussion had become so heated that it had been decided 

that it would be best not to take any decision on the proposal? 

Tht, however, had not prevented a number of countries from consulting WHO 

on the matter, and it had not prevented ú,i30 from giving assistance fer dealing 

with the matter to those Member countries which considered that it had health 

aspects on which WHO could give advice 

There was no proposal regarding the matter before the Committee, He did not 

think there was any need for the Committee to propose a draft resolution on it 
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WHO had never imposed on a Member State any health policy with which it did not 

fully agree. WHO could give assistance only to countries which asked for it. The 

dangers which the delegates of Ireland and Italy appeared to have in mind did not, 

• therefore, exist. On the other hand, there was a danger that, if emotion regarding 

the subject were deliberately stirred up every time the subject was raised, WHO would 

not be able to give assistance to those countries which asked for it. Surely the 

delegates of Ireland and Italy did not contend that WHO should be prevented from 

giving assistance for dealing with the matter to those Member States which requested 

it? 

The CHAIRMAN drew the Committee's attention to resolution EB25.R47 on the current 

World Mental Health Year, and invited the representative of the World Federation for 

Mental Health to make a statement. 

Dr RTES, World Federation for Mental Health, said that the World Federation for 

Mental Health greatly appreciated the way in which WHO was co- operating with it in 

promoting the World Mental Health Year. UNESCO was also co- operating by stressing 

the importance of mental health. CCTA was also helping the Federation; CCTA had 

arranged two meetings of experts on mental health in Africa, and it was organizing a 

similar meeting which would take place the following week; in 1961 it was going to 

study the effects of industrialization on mental health in Africa. Numerous non- 

governmental organizations were also helping to make the World Mental Health Year a 

success. 

WHO had accomplished a great deal in the field of mental health. In the 

Philippines, in particular, where he had been a short time previously, he had been 

very impressed by the mental health progress achieved with WHO's assistance. 
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The World Federation for Mental Health had not received much money for World 

Mental Health Year, but it had been greatly helped by a large number of voluntary 

workers who had provided their services free. The government authorities of many 

countries, particularly countries of South America, had helped by declaring the 

current year World Mental Health Year and by spending more on persons who were mentally 

ill and on the prevention of mental illness. Actually World Mental Health Year would 

last much more than twelve months; that he considered was an excellent thing. 

The programme for World Mental Health Year included two hundred projects relating 

to a total of fifty -five countries, Seventy of those projects were scientific projects; 

the others were mainly promotional ones. He had not counted the issuing of special 

articles on mental health as projects. 

WHO medical missions and area representatives were giving most valuable advice 

on mental health in countries where the World Federation for Mental Health was not 

directly represented. 

In 1961 the Federation was going to hold a congress in order to try to assess 

what had been accomplished in the field of mental health and to lay down guiding lines 

to indicate where the major mental health efforts should be made in the next ten years, 

He expected that WHO and various United States authorities would issue publications 

on mental health which would be very useful for that congress. 

The World Federation for Mental Health, although its funds were very limited, was 

accomplishing a great deal. Mental health needs were very great, especially in the 

under- developed countries. . 

The CHAIRMAN said he was certain he was speaking on behalf of the whole Committee 

in saying that the statement jest made by the representative of the World Federation 

for Mental Health was greatly appreciated. 
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Dr гt3RRAY (Union of South Africa) asked whether any results had been achieved 

by WHO in working on the problem of developing protein -rich foods. 

Dr PETERSON, Director, Public Health Services, saз.d that the World Health 

Organization had established and maintained a protein advisory group for several 

years, The group had as its main object the study and development of protein - 

rich foods other than those of an animal nature. Research work had been conducted 

in various. laboratories to determine the value of some of those products and 

their innocuousness, since there had been occasions when some of them had shown 

signs of toxicity. The work was continuing, and was now being sponsored by FAO 

and UNICEF along with WHO. There promised to be considerable development in 

the future. 

Section 4.9 - Environmental Sanitation 

Dr LEE (United States of America) said that the United States authorities had 

been pleased with what the Director -General and the Regional Directors had reported 

about community water supplies. At the Eleventh and Twelfth World Health Assemblies 

resolutions had been adopted to stimulate the improvement of water supplies throughout 

the world. He welcomed the fact that the Secretariat was paying much attention to 

the provision of community water supplies and to the question of standards of water 

quality in particular and that it was working on the problem of training people for 

that purpose, particularly by means of seminars. 

The United States authorities hoped, subject to the approval of congressional 

action, to make a contribution to WHO's special fund for community water supply. 
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Section 4.10 - Education and Training 

Professor PESONEN (Finland) said that during the discussion on Chapter 5 of the 

Director -General's Annual Report for 1959 he had referred to the study group mentioned 

in section 4.10.2, which was to outline minimum international standards for medical 

education. He would like to suggest that the Director -General consider asking that 

group to extend the study it would make so as to cover also the basic requirements of 

the external framework of medical schools, or, if that were not possible, that he 

arrange for another group to study that. 

Dr DOROLLE, Deputy Director -General, said that the suggestion by the delegate of 

Finland had been noted. The study in question had been started at the suggestion of 

a delegation of one of the Member States, which had spoken of the difficulties 

involved in countries exchanging doctors due to different training methods and 

curricula, and in particular the difficulty of using, in countries where there was a 

shortage of physicians, doctors who had been trained according to methods different 

from the methods followed in those countries. Because of those difficulties it had 

been suggested that the medical training curricula of different countries should be 

brought more closely into line with one another. The group referred to waS being 

convened as a follow-up to the study, which had been taking place for many years, of 

how that could best be done. It would do so by examining the data collected and 

laying down minimum international standards. In carrying out that very difficult 

task, what the delegate of Finland had just suggested should certainly be borne in mind. 

There were no comments on sections 4.11, 4.12, 4.13 or 4.14 

The meeting rose at 5.30 p.m. 


