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1. In the course of its twenty-fifth session, the Executive Board completed the 
Organizational Study on Publications that it had commenced at its twenty-third 

Report on WHO Publications and also transmitted the minutes^ of the discussions 
at its twenty-fifth session that constituted the final phase of its Organizational 
Study on Publications. 

2. Pursuant to resolution EB25-R44, the subject of publications in the Russian 
language is referred to.the Assembly under item 3-22 and is dealt with in a 

3 separate document. 

3. The Board further invited the DireGtor-General "to consider and report to 
the Thirteenth World Health Assembly on measures that might be taken to reduce 
the length of the volumes constituting the Official Records Series". The 
Director-General's report on this subject will be presented as an addendum to the 
present document. 

session 1 The Board has submitted to the Thirteenth World Health Assembly a 
2 2 

1 Off. Rec. Wld HIth Org. 99, resolution EB25.R42 
2 Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org. 99, Annex 17 
5 Document A13/AFL/10 



W O R L D H E A L T H 
ORGANIZATION 

THIRTEENTH WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY 

Provisional agenda item 2.10 

ORGANISATION MONDIALE 
DE LA SANTÉ 

АГЗ/Р&В/Ю Add.l * 
19 April I960 

ORIGINAL: ENGLISH 

ORGANIZATIONAL STUDY BY THE EXECUTIVE BOARD ON PUBLICATIONS 
i 

Possible measures to reduce the length 
of the Official Records volumes 

Preliminary Report by the Director-General 

In the course of its Organizational Study on Publications, the Executive Board 
invited the Director-General "to consider and report to the Thirteenth World Health 
Assembly on measures that might be taken to reduce the length of the volumes consti-
tuting the Official Records Series" 

The Director-General has made a preliminary study of this question, and submits 
the following observations: 

Proceedings of the World -Health Assembly 

The content of this volume Is largely determined by the Rules of Procedure of 
the Assembly, which provide that; . 

"The verbatim records of all public plenary meetings, summary records 
required under Rule 85, and the reports of all committees and sub-committees 
shall be published in the Official Records of the Organization." (Rule 87) 

The proceedings of the Twelfth- Wot Id-Health..Assembly (Official Records No. 95) 
consist of 612 pages (600 + xii) which include: list of participants, etc., 14 pages; 
resolutions, 32 pages ; verbatim records, 116 pages; minutes, 264 pages; committee 
reports, 29 pages; annexes, 118 pages. 

If these volumes are to continue to provide an accurate record of the proceedings 
of each World' Health Assembly, there is not much scope for reduction of their length, 
which, for the Twelfth World Health Assembly was of 600 pages. Some reduction -
probably of approximately 25 printed pages - would be effected if the verbatim records 
of plenary sessions of the Health Assembly were replaced by summary records. This 
would involve a change cf Rules 84 and 87 and a consequential change of Rules 82 and 
86 of the Rules of Procedure of the World Health Assembly. 

1 Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org. 99j resolution EB25.R42, p. 21 
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A further economy - also estimated at approximately 25 printed pages - would 
be obtained by omitting from the printed reports of main committees the texts of 
resolutions that have been adopted unchanged by the Health Assembly, .Since these 
texts are reproduced seriatim in the earlier part of the volume, the requirements 
of Rule 87 would presumably be satisfied if the texts omitted from the printed 
reports were replaced by a reference in each case to the place in the volume where 
the resolution in question could be found. 

The Director-General intends to study the possibilities of publishing the 
proceedings of the World Health Assembly in two parts. The first part would contain 
the list of delegates and other participants, the resolutions and decisions, the 
agenda and the annexes, while the second would contain the records of plenary sessions 
and meetings of main committees, arid also the committee reports. This might help 
to meet some of the objections raised to the bulk of the volume in its present form, 
without of course affecting the total length. 

Proposed Programme and Budget Estimates 

The present form of the annual volume containing the Proposed Programme and 
Budget Estimates results from a decision taken by the Seventh World Health Assembly 
(WHA7.36) that "the future form of presentation of the Annual Programme and Budget 
Estimates of the Organization shall follow the pattern adopted for the Proposed 
Programme and Budget Estimates for 1955 with the modifications recommended by the 
Executive Board". 

The Programme and Budget Estimates for 1961 (Official Records No. 97) consist 
of 471 pages (444 + xxvii), which include: introduction and explanatory notes, 28 
pages; estimates of expenditure, 14 pages; information annexes, 428 pages (these 
last comprise 186 pages of text and 242 pages of tables). 

Though.it is believed that the form and presentation could be further improved 
in the light of continuing experience, the Pirector-General does not propose any 
substantial changes at this time. 

Annual Report of the Director-General 

In the Annual Report for 1959, there is a total of 293 (x + 28?) pages of which 
6 are taken up by the Introduction, 105 by the descriptive text, 154 by the project 
list, '17 by annexes, and 11 by other matter. Some reduction in the length of the 
descriptive text would be possible, if this is considered desirable, but this would 
be to the detriment of the value of. the Report for the Member States, the Health 
Assembly and the United Nations. 
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As will be seen from the above figures, rather more than half of the Annual 
Report is taken up by the project list. It would be possible to reduce by about 
half the amount of space taken by listing only projects which had either started or 
been completed during the year under consideration instead of listing all projects 
in operation during a given year. It is doubtful whether the reduction so effected 
would counterbalance the advantages to the Health Assembly and the Economic and 
Social Council, to which the Report is also presented, of having each year a complete 
statement of projects. 

Report of the January Session of the Executive Board 

Por some years the Report of the January Session of the Executive Board has 
been issued in two parts, the first of which consists of resolutions and annexes, 
and the second of the Board's Report on the Proposed Programme and Budget Estimates. 
Part I of the Report of the Executive Board on its twenty-fifth session (Official 
Records No, 99) contains a total of 199 pages (l89 + x), including 33 pages of 
resolutions and 150 pages of annexes. As regards this part, the only possibility 
of reduction in length would be to reduce the number of pages devoted to the annexes. 
However, special care is already taken to reduce the number and length of these 
annexes to that necessary for the understanding of the resolutions. 

As for the second part of the Report on the Board's January Session, its content 
depends to a large extent on the work of the Standing Committee on Administration and 
Finance, and on the documentation which arises from this work. 

The Secretariat has initiated a special study on the question of the Standing 
Committee's documentation considered in relation to the material which appears in the 
annual proposed programme and budget estimates. The form, content and length of the 
Board's report on the proposed programme and budget is, of course, for the decision 
of the Board itself. The Director-General will in due course report to the Board on 
the result of his study. 

Other Official Records volumes 

Two other regular Official Records volumes - the Financial Report and Report of 
the External Auditor to the World Health Assembly and the Report on the June Session 
of the Executive Board - are already considered to be of minimum length. 
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The Financial Report for 1958 (Official Records No. 93) has a total of 64 pages 
including the following elements? financial statements, 28 pages; appendix giving 
costs of field activities, 26 pages; External Auditor's report, 6 pages. The 
report of the Executive Board on its June 1959 session (Official Records No. 96) 
consists of 72 pages, of which 10 are occupied by the resolutions and 50 by annexes. 
As said about the report of the January session, special care is already taken to 
reduce to the minimum the size of these annexes. 

The Report on the World Health Situation, which is not a regular annual volume, 
has been considered to be outside the scope of this study. 


