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1. FINANCIAL REPORT ON ACCOUNTS OF WHO FOR 1959, REPORT OF THE EXTERNAL AUDITOR
AND COMMENTS THEREON OF THE AD HOC COMMITTEE OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD AND
STATUS OF ASSEMBLY SUSPENSE ACCOUNT: Items 3.14.1 and 3.14.3 of the Agenda
(Official Records No. 101; Document A13 /AFL /17) (continued)

The CHAIRMAN recalled that the Committee was considering two short proposals by

the delegates of Norway and France and a longer, more general one by the delegate

of India. The last mentioned being farthest removed from the original proposal

would be put to the meeting first.

Dr MUDALIAR (India) introduced his proposal and explained that his intention

had been to reflect the general feeling.of the Committee. His proposal read as

follows:

The Committee on Administration, Finance and Legal Matters, having
considered the report of the Director- Generall on the amount of Casual
Income available as at 30 April 1960 from assessments on new Members from
previous years, miscellaneous income and: the_ cash portion of the Assembly
Suspense Account, reports that the total Casual Income available as at
30 April 1960 is US$ 1 156 206.

While the Committee concurs in the proposal of the Director -General and
the recommendation of the Executive Board that US$ 500 000 of Casual Income
be used to finance the proposed programme and budget for 1961 contained
in Official Records No. 97 and revised às'reported in Official Records No. 100,
it wishes to call attention to the following:

1. The decision taken. by the Committee to recommend to the Thirteenth
World Health Assembly an orderly three -year plan to'produce certain
publications in the Russian language, the cost estimates for which in 1961
are US$ 205 734..

1
Document A13 /AFL /17
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2. The desirability as expressed by previous Health Assemblies "to
limit the use of Casual Income for financing the annual budget, in order
to avoid sharp fluctuations in the annual assessments on Members, and
also to retain funds in reserve for possible use in financing such
supplementary estimates as might become necessary from time to time ".

The Committee on Administration, Finance and Legal Matters believes
that, in addition to the amount of US$ 500 000 of Casual Income mentioned
above, US$ 205 734 should be added to cover the costs in 1961 of the
publications in the Russian language. Therefore the recommendation of the
.Committee is that the US$ 705 734 of Casual Income be used in connexion
with the budget for 1961.

Dr MELLBYE (Norway) said that, if the delegations which had supported his

proposal were willing, he would withdraw it in favour of the Indian proposal.

Dr CAYLA (France) said th his proposal (for the use of an additional

$ 200 000 instead of $ 205 754 from Casual Income) differed very little from the

Norwegian and Indian proposals. He had proposed a round figure in order to observ3

the principle that there should be no advance earmarking of income.

In view of the similarity of his proposal to those of the delegates of Norway

and India, he would be willing to withdraw it. However, did the Committee not

consider that, in the interests of good financial administration, no advance

allocation of funds should be made?

Dr KHABIR (Iran) withdrew his support for the Norwegian proposal in favour

of that of India.

Dr van Zile HYDE (United States of America) said that the last paragraph of the

Indian proposal read as though the Committee's decision would increase assessments

against Member States for 1961 whereas the purpose of the proposal was to avoid
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that eventuality. It should be made clear that the sum of US$ 205 734 should be

added to the US$ 500 000 the Director -General was proposing to be used to help

finance the proposed programme and budget estimates for 1961 and found from the

same source,

Dr MUDALIAR (India) said that he would accept an amendment to that effect.

Dr MELLBYE (Norway) said that, in the light of the statements by the delegates

of Iran and the United States of America, he formally withdrew his proposal.

Miss HAMPTON (sew Zealand) suggested that the last sentence of the paragraph

in question end Pbe used for financing the budget for 1961".

Dr MUDALIAR (India) accepted that amendment.

Dr CAYLA (France) formally withdrew his proposal in favour of the Indian one as

amended, since it would give the same results in practice.

Mr STRGEL, Assistant Director- General, Secretary, read the amended text of the

final paragraph as follows:

The Committee on Administration, Finance and Legal Matters believes
that, to the amount of US$ 500 000 of Casual Income mentioned above, an
additional US$ 205 734 should be provided to cover the increase in the
budget for 1961 needed for the publications in the Russian language. There.

fore the recommendation of the Committee is that US$ 705 734 of Casual
Income be used for financing the budget for 1961.

The CHAIRMAN put the Indian proposal as amended to the meeting.

Decision: The Committee adopted the Indian proposal, as amended, for
inclusion in its forthcoming report to the Committee on Programme and Budget.
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2. ADMISSION OF NEW MEMBERS (KUWAIT): Item 1.12 of the Agenda (continued)

The CHAIRMAN announced that Kuwait had deposited its instrument of acceptance

of the WHO Constitution and that, in consequ(nco,its delegates were entitled to

participate in meetings of the Health Assembly and of its subsidiary organs.

Mr Jarrah (Kuwait) joined the meeting.

3. REPORT ON AMENDMENTS TO THE FINANCIAL RULES, AS CONFIRMED BY THE EXECUTIVE
BOARD: Item 3.21 of the Agenda (Official Records No. 99, Resolution EB25.R24
and Annex 9)

Dr METCALFE, representative of the Executive Board, said that, as the Director -

General had stated in his report (Official Records No. 99, Annex 9), the Financial

Rules, which had been confirmed by the Executive Board in resolution EB9.R66, had

been in operation since January 1952. The experience of the Organization over the

past several years had made it necessary to effect certain changes in those Rules.

At its twenty -fifth session, the Board had confirmed a number of revisions in

the Financial Rules, made by the Director -General in accordance with the provisions

of Financial Regulation 16.1. Those revisions were detailed in Official Records

No. 99, Annex 9, Appendix.

The CHAIRMAN said that, the Board having confirmed the amendments in question,

the Committee's function was to note the amendments and thoir confirmation.

Mr le POOLE (Netherlands) asked the Secretariat to provide more information

about the amendments to the Financial Rules.
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In particular, he wondered whether the construction of the new headquarters

would be governed by amended Rule 116. It seemed that, under the new text, the

Director -General had the important responsibility of establishing suitable procedures.

How did the Secretariat propose to proceed with plans for the new headquarters?

The SECRETARY said that the policies governing the Organization's financial

procedures and practice would, wherever applicable, be followed in that undertaking.

As far as he was aware, the usual Geneva practices in awarding contracts for that

type of work were quite consistent with the Organization's Financial Regulations and

'Rules and no conflict was expected.

Mr le POOLE (Netherlands) asked why it had been found necessary to amend the

Financial Rules. Had the existing Rules proved unworkable?

The SECRETARY said that the reason for the change, particularly in Rule 116.2,

was that experience had shown that advertising was not necessarily the best way for

the Organization to proceed and that, in some cases, it was even totally inappropriate.

Rules 116.2 and 116.3 had therefore been amended to preserve the principle of

competitive bidding but to allow a certain flexibility in the way in which that

bidding was brought about, in particular, by the elimination of the former require-

ment of advertising for all purchases and contracts of over US$ 1000.
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Mr LIVERAN (Israel) asked whether the purpose of the amendment was to retain

competitive. bidding when deemed appropriate, but to allow of other means when the

Director- General thought fit. Formerly, only advertising could be dispensed with,

the requirement of competitive bidding being maintained. Under the amended Rules,

competitive bidding could be abandoned when another procedure was deemed suitable.

He assumed that tenders would be invited from suppliers in all Member States.

If that was so, how would the availability of contracts be made known throughout

the world, without advertising?

The SECRETARY said that amended Rule 116.3, providing that the Director -General

should establish suitable procedures to ensure full and free competition in

obtaining and processing bids from suppliers, answered the first question of the

delegate of Israel.

In regard to the second, it was clearly impossible for the Organization to

circulate invitations to bid to every supplier in the world for all purchases

and contracts in excess of $ 1000. If that requirement were absolute, the

Organization would be unable to proceed expeditiously. The practice was to invite

those suppliers to submit tenders, who were known to the Organization as capable

of furnishing the goods or services required to WHO specifications. That produced

competitive bidding and was in accordance with the Financial Rules and Regulations,

Mr LIVERAN (Israel) suggested that, in the light of those remarks, amended

paragraph 116.3 should precede paragraph 116.2.
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It might be possible to make the Financial Rules reflect the Organization's

actual practice more accurately, if thought were given to the $ 1000 figure. He

agreed that it would be impracticable to require world -wide competititve bidding

for all purchases and contracts of such an amount. However, some distinction should

be made between purchases and contracts of relatively small amounts and the larger

ones, particularly as the construction of the new headquarters would involve

contracts of as many as ten times the amount at present mentioned in the Financial

Rules.

The SECRETARY explained that most of the Organization's purchases and

contracts were for medical supplies and equipment, rather than for construction

work. For the latter, as he had previously indicated, the Organization would be

guided by the principle of competitive bidding as well as local construction practice.

He had no objection to the proposed reversal of the order of Rules 116.2

and 116.3.

Mr LIVERAN (Israel) suggested that the order of the Rules be reversed as a

drafting amendment without a formal decision.

The CHAIRMAN assured the Committee that the matter would be brought to the

attention of the Executive Board, even if there were no formal decision.

The SECRETARY informed the Committee that, as a result of the Health Assembly's

approval of amendments to the Financial Regulations (item 3.20 of the agenda) there

would have to be further changes of.substance in the Financial Rules. The

Secretariat would see that the order of Rules was reversed and in the course of its



A13 /AFL /Min /5

page 9

discussions at the Fourteenth World Health Assembly on the report which the

Director -General would make on amendments to the Financial Rules, the Committee

would have an opportunity of ascertaining that its decision had been implemented.

In the light of that assurance, the CHAIRMAN suggested the approval of the

following draft resolution:

The Thirteenth World Health Assembly

NOTES the amendments to the Financial Rules made by the Director -General

and confirmed by the Executive Board.1

Decision: The draft resolution was approved.

4. REPORT ON AMENDMENTS TO THE STAFF RULES, AS CONFIRMED BY THE EXECUTIVE
BOARD: Item 3.19 of the Agenda (Official Records No. 99, Resolution EB25.R25
and Annex 10)

Dr METCALFE, representative of the Executive Board, said that since the

Board's twenty- fourth session, the Director -General had had occasion to make

several changes in the Staff Rules. They had been reported to the Executive Board

at its twenty -fifth session when, in resolution EB25.R25 the Board had confirmed

them. Most of the amendments (reproduced in Official Records No. 99, Annex 10)

had been of an editorial nature or had been made to bring the Rules more into line

with those of the United Nations and other specialized agencies, and so had called

for no discussion by the Board. There had, however, been a full discussion of

the principal change of substance, which was the revision of Rule 710, providing

a comprehensive scheme of accident and illness insurance for the entire staff and

their dependants, in accordance with the resolution of the First World Health

Assembly (WHA1.97).

1
Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org. 99, Annex 9
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Mr LIVERAN (Israel) asked what steps have been taken to find out whether the

new scheme could not be a joint one with the same participants as the previous

scheme, and why the Staff Rules had not been brought exactly into line with those

of the United Nations and other specialized agencies.

Dr BERNHARDT (Federal Republic of Germany) asked whether and to what extent

the new comprehensive health insurance scheme had budgetary implications for the

Organization.

The SECRETARY explained that the Organization had been unable to continue in

a joint scheme with ILO and ITU, because that scheme could not be extended to

cover WHO staff outside Geneva. It had been found desirable to have a common

scheme for all WHO staff rather than separate schemes for each regional office

and for headquarters, especially in view of the rotation of staff and transfer

between offices which had become part of WHO's policy.

WHO Staff Rules were very nearly in line with those of the United Nations

and the specialized agencies, each of which had introduced variations to suit

the individual organization's needs. It was precisely as the outcome of an

endeavour to bring the Staff Rules more nearly into line with those of United

Nations and the other specialized agencies that the amendments in Annex 10 of

Official Records No. 99 had been made.

The budgetary implications of the new health scheme had been reviewed at the

Twelfth World Health Assembly and the necessary provision had then been made in

the programme and budget for 1960. That provision had proved adequate to finance

the Organization's participation in the scheme.
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Mr LIVERAN (Israel) asked whether WHO's definition of "dependants ", as

amended in Rule 210.3, was the same as that of the United Nations and other

specialized agencies.

The SECRETARY confirmed that it was.

There being no further comments the CHAIRMAN suggested the adoption of the

following draft resolution:

The Thirteenth World Health Assembly

NOTES the amendments to the Staff Rules made by the Director -General and

confirmed by the Executive Board.1

Decision: The draft resolution was approved.

5. REPORT ON SPECIAL ACCOUNTS FOR MEDICAL RESEARCH, FOR COMMUNITY WATER SUPPLY
PROGRAMME AND FOR SMALLPDX ERADICATION: Supplementary Agenda Item
(R:solutions EB25.R23 and EB25.R65, Official Records No. 101, pp. 7, 10, 11
and 15; Document A13 /AFL /13)

The SECRETARY, introducing the item, said that the Committee would note from

document Al3/AFL /l3 that contributions of US$ 500 000 and US$ 300 000 to the

Special Accounts for Medical Research and Community Water Supply Programme respectively

had been received from the United States of America and had been accepted by the

Board at its twenty -fifth session.

At its twenty -second session, the Board had accepted a contribution to the

Special Account for Smallpox Eradication of 25 000 000 doses of vaccine from the

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, valued by the Government at US$ 285 000, and

another of 2 000 000 doses of vaccine annually from Cuba, valued by the Government

at approximately US$ 7500 per million doses.

1
Off. Rec. Wld H1th Org. 99, Annex 10
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The Director- General had received offers of two million doses of vaccine from

the Government of the Netherlands, which had not so far established the value of

the gift, and three million doses of vaccine from Jordan, valued by the Government

at US$ 84 000. The Director- General recommended that the Thirteenth World Health

Assembly accept those gifts and so there were two draft resolutions before the

meeting.

The suggestion was that under the first the Thirteenth World Health Assembly

would note the report by the Director -General on contributions to the Special

Account for Medical Research and the Special Account for Community Water Supply

Programme and, under the second, it would accept the gifts offered by the Netherlands

and Jordan.

The CHAIRMAN referred to the important place those programmes occupied in the

OrganizationiS work and invited. comments.

Mr le POOTR (Netherlands) said that although, on several aoccasions in the

past, his delegation had voiced opposition to the creation of Special Accounts,

without abandoning that position, the Netherlands Government had decided to offer.

a supply of vaccine conforming to the Organization's quality requirements.

The Committee would have noted that the Netherlands Government had not

evaluated their gift. From the document before the meeting it appeared that there

were wide differences in the evaluation of gifts by different governments. Would

it perhaps be preferable to have a memorandum entry for gifts in the accounts?

Miss HAMPTON (New Zealand), noting the expression of appreciation in the

second draft resolution for contributions offered but not so far received and the

absence of any similar expression in respect of contributions which had actually
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been made available, asked whether it would not be appropriate to include a

similar expression of appreciation for the contributions by the Governments of Cuba

and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics,

The SECRETARY said that the evaluation of contributions in kind had always

been a problem and it had been the Organizations policy to ask the contributing

government to evaluate its gift on the basis of the products market value in the

country of origin. In accepting the gifts from Cuba and the Union of Soviet

Socialist Republics, the Executive Board had specified that the Special Account

would be credited with the value of the gift as reported by the governments con-

cerned. Whether a common denominator should be used in future to express the

dollar equivalence of contributions in kind was for the Health Assembly to decide

on the basis of the desirability of such a procedure and taking into account the

fact that market values differed considerably from country to country. The Health

Assembly could consider the matter if it so wished.

In reply to the delegate of New Zealand, he explained that, in accepting con-

tributions from Cuba and the USSR at its twenty -second session in June 1958, the

Board had already expressed (in resolution EB22.R12) its appreciation to those

Governments in similar terms to those proposed in the draft resolution before the

Committee. The same was true of the contributions to the Special Account for

Medical Research and the Special Account for Community Water Supply Programme which

had been accepted and acknowledged by the Board at its twenty -fifth session

(resolutions EB25.R23 and EB25.R65).

There being no further comments, the CHAIRMAN suggested the adoption of the

following draft resolutions:
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First resolution

The Thirteenth World Health Assembly,

Having considered a report by the Director- General on the contributions to

the Special Account for Medical Research and the Special Account for Community

Water Supply Programme,

NOTES the report.

Second resolution

The Thirteenth World Health Assembly,

Having considered the report of the Director -General on the contributions

pledged or accepted for the Special Account for Smallpox Eradication; and

Noting the gifts of smallpox vaccine offered by the Governments of the

Netherlands and Jordan,

1. ACCEPTS these gifts in accordance with Article 57 of the Constitution, and

expresses appreciation to the Governments of the Netherlands and Jordan; and

2. RE 1UESTS the Director -General to ensure, in accordance with the normal

practice of the Organization, that any vaccines accepted for the antismallpox

programme are of acceptable quality.

Decision: The draft resolutions were approved.

6. CONSIDERATION OF AMALGAMATION OF SPECIAL ACCOUNTS INTO A SINGLE FUND: Item 3.15

of the Agenda (Official Records No. 99, EB25.R22 and Annex 8)

The CHAIRMAN invited the representative of the Executive Board to introduce the

item.

Dr METCALFE, representative of the Executive Board, after outlining the history of

the consideration of amalgamating the special accounts into a single fund, recalled
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that the Twelfth World Health Assembly had, in resolution WHAl2.46, requested the

Director -General to submit a further report on the matter to the Executive Board at

its twenty -fifth session and had requested the Executive Board to study the matter and

to submit the results of such study, together with its recommendations, to the

Thirteenth world Health Assembly. The report made by the Director -General to the

Executive Board was contained in Official Records No. 99, Annex 8, and the recommenda-

tions of the Executive Board to the Thirteenth World Health Assembly were to be found

in its resolution iB25,R22 (Official Records No. 99, pages 12 and 13).

Dr VANNUGLI (Italy) said his delegation had no objection to the amalgamation of

the special accounts into a single fund, which seemed a rational move towards simpli-

fying administrative procedures. He asked, however, whether the crediting of un-

designated contributions to a general account of the proposed single fund would limit

their use to the items for which there were sub -accounts, or whether such contribu-

tions would still be usable for other purposes, such as for malaria eradication, which

was such an important feature of the Organizationfs work.

The SECR.iTARY explained that the intention was to report on the status of the

General Account to each World Health Assembly, which could decide on how accrued funds

were to be used. The funds could be transferred to any of the other sub- accounts or

to the Malaria Eradication Special Account if so wished,

Nr HENDERSON (Australia) said his delegation wondered if the proposed amalgama-

tion of the various special accounts would really serve a useful purpose. It was

easy to sea that the multiplicity of such accounts could give cause for alarm, but

the proposal might merely amount to the creation of yet another such account. He

wished to reiterate his Government's opposition to the establishment of special

accounts to finance activities outside the normal programmes of the Organization.
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Although he had no formal proposal to make to the Committee, he wondered if a

mechanism could not be evolved for simplifying the administration of the existing

special accounts without establishing a new one.

Dr BERNHARDT (Federal Republic of Germany) said that he would like to hear the

comments of the Secretary on the remarks made by the delegate of Australia. He was

particularly interested to know how the replacoinent of the various special accounts

by a single fund with sub- accounts would simplify administrative procedures for the

Secretariat.

Dr LAYTON (Canada) said his delegation was prepared to support the proposed

amalgamation of the special accounts, since it believed administrative procedures

would be simplified by such a move. Its support, however, should not be inter-

preted as meaning it accepted the principle of creating funds to finance activities

outside the Organization's normal programme. In its view, international funds

should not be split up into too many separate accounts. In that connexion, it was

worth drawing attention to the fact that the United Nations Advisory Committee on

Administrative and Budgetary Questions, in its nineteenth report to the General

Assembly (United Nations document A/4257), had stated that numerous appeals for

voluntary contributions might result in dissipation, and even in a decline, of the

total voluntary effort.

Despite his Government's firm and continuous opposition to the principle of

establishing special accounts, it would, during its present session, make a

contribution to one of the Organization's special accounts.
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The SECRETARY referred the Committee to paragraph 1.3 of the Director -General's

report on the subject to the Executive Board at its twenty -fifth session (Official

Records No. 99, Annex 8, page 50). Mention was made  in that paragraph of certain

comments made by the United Nations Advisory Committee on Administrative and

Budgetary Questions, which appeared in paragraphs 66 to 69 of its report on the

administrative budgets of the specialized agencies for 1960. That report was

reproduced in part in Official Records No. 99, Annex 11, Appendix 1, and the

relevant paragraphs were on page 62. The delegate of Canada had already made one

quotation from that report and there were others which were relevant to the questions

raised in the Committee.

In paragraph 67 the Advisory Committee stated:

The Advisory Committee is informed, in this connexion, that recourse
to fund -raising campaigns in WHO would be limited to the malaria account
and that the other three special accounts would be treated as "convenience
accounts" to facilitate acceptance of contributions.

Paragraph 68 read:

While the major problem in regard to these accounts arises on the
fund -raising side, minor administrative difficulties might also arise in
connexion with the maintenance of a number of special accounts. This
latter aspect is, however, under study in WHO with a view to a simplifi-
cation of the related administrative practices.

The Director- General, in paragraph 3.1 of his own report (Official Records

No, 99, Annex 8), stated:

Each of the present accounts was established separately and there are
some variations in the rules and regulations governing them, which could
cause difficulties in the administration of the several accounts. The

establishment of a single fund would have the advantage of establishing
the same rules and regulations to govern all the special accounts now in
existence and, if appropriate, those which may be established in the future.

He could add little to the information contained in the extracts he had just

quoted. The establishment of a single fund appeared to represent a more satisfactory



A13 /AFL /Min /5

page 18

administrative arrangement for handling all special accounts except the Malaria

Eradication Special Account which, as had already been said, was the only one for

which specific fund -raising activities were taking place. The others would be in

the nature of "convenience accounts and no fund -raising activities were contemplated

to obtain contributions to them.

Mr LIVERAN (Israel), referring to the resolution which (in its resolution

EB25.R22) the Executive Board recommended the Thirteenth World Health Assembly to

adopt, asked for clarification of certain points. He could not see why the

General Account should exist at all if it was not to contain any capital. Further,

if, under the provisions of paragraph 1(2)(e), new sub -accounts were to be created

for every new purpose, it was difficult to understand why the scheme was being

suggested at all. He asked what the amounts accruing in the General Account would

be used for. He then asked for clarification of the term "usable currency" in

paragraph 1(3)(a), and also who would be responsible for determining the value of

the contributions referred to in paragraph 1(3)(b).

The SECRETARY explained that the intention was that undesignated contributions

would be credited to the General Account and that the World Health Assembly would

decide for what purposes such amounts were to be used. In the past, the Director -

General had received numerous small contributions without any indications being

given by the donor of how they were to be used.

The resolution, in operative paragraph 2, authorized the acceptance of

contributions, provided the Director- General had determined they could be utilized

in the programme. The term "usable currency" meant a currency which could be

utilized in the programme.
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With regard to the evaluation of the type of contribution referred to in

paragraph 1(3)(b), he drew attention to what he had already said on the subject

during discussion of the item they had just considered. It was the policy of the

Organization to ask donor governments to fix the value of their contributions on the

basis of market prices existing in their own countries.

The CHAIRMAN assumed, in the absence of any proposals to amend the resolution,

that the Committee was prepared to approve the recommendation of the Executive Board

as it stood.

Decision: The resolution recommended by the Exeoutive Board in its
resolution EB25.R22 (Official Records No. 99), was approved.

7. ACCOMMODATION FOR THE REGIONAL OFFICE FOR SOUTH -EAST ASIA: Item 3.8 of the
Agenda (resolution WHAl2.34; Official Records No. 99, resolution EB25.R27 and
Annex 12; document A13 /AFL /14)

The CHAIRMAN invited the Secretary to introduce the item.

The SECRETARY drew the Committee's attention to document A13 /AFL/14, which

contained a report by the Director -General on the progress which had been made in

the construction of the building for the Regional Office for South -East Asia in

New Delhi.

The CHAIRMAN, in the absence of any comments, put the following draft

resolution to the vote:

The Thirteenth World Health Assembly,

Having considered the reports of the Executive Board and the Director.
General on developments with regard to the accommodation for the Regional
Office for South -East Asia,
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1. NOTES the progress made to date toward the construction of the
new building; and

2. REQUESTS the Director- General to report developments to the next
session of the Executive Board.

Decision: The draft resolution was approved.

8 ADOPTION OF A WHO FLAG: Item 3.10 of the Agenda (Official Records, No. 99,
resolution EB25.R71; document A13 /AFL /16)

The CHAIRMAN invited the Secretary to introduce the item.

The SECRETARY drew the Committee's attention to document A13 /AFL /16, in which

it was indicated that the consultations initiated by the Director- General with the

Secretary -General of the United Nations were still continuing and that the Secretary -

General of the United Nations felt it would be useful if the World Health Assembly

deferred its consideration of the subject. The document also included a draft

resolution which the World Health Assembly might consider adopting if it agreed to

defer the item to the Fourteenth World Health Assembly.

The CHAIRMAN did not feel the Committee could do more than note the contents

of the document and the fact that the Director -General would report on the result

of his consultations with the Secretary- General of the United Nations to the

Fourteenth World Health Assembly.

Decision: The draft resolution contained in document Al3/AFL /16 was
approved.
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9. AMENDMENTS TO RULES OF PROCEDURE AND ADOPTION OF TRANSITIONAL PROVISIONS
CONNECTED WITH THE INCREASE IN THE MEMBERSHIP OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD:
Supplementary Agenda Item (resolution WHAl2.43; document A13 /AFL /12)

The CHAIRMAN suggested that the item should be referred to the Legal

Sub -Committee for study.

It was so agreed.

10. POSSIBILITIES OF REDUCING THE LENGTH OF WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLIES: tts446 of
the Agenda (Official Records No. 99, resolution EB25.R56; document A3/APL/3)

The CHAIRMAN invited the Secretary to introduce the item.

The SECRETARY recalled that the Twelfth World Health Assembly, in its

resolution WHAl2.38, had requested the Executive Board to consider in what way and

to what extent the length of the sessions of the Health Assembly might be reduced.

The Director -General had studied the question and had submitted a report to the

Executive Board at its twenty -fifth session. That report was annexed to document

A13 /AFL /3. The Executive Board had also decided that the minutes of its

discussions on the subject should be transmitted to the Thirteenth World Health

Assembly. Those minutes were attached as Annex 2 to the document.

The CHAIRMAN observed that it was obvious that all would like to reduce the

length of World Health Assemblies, but, judging from the conclusions reached by

the Director -General, that did not seem possible at the moment. He asked for

any comments on the document.
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Mr DE CONINCK (Belgium), commenting on the Director -General's suggestions for

shortening the length of World Health Assemblies, said, not being a technician, he

would not express any opinion on the omission of technical discussions. He was in

favour of the elimination of the requirement under Rule 24 of the Rules of Procedure

that the proposals of the Committee on Nominations should be communicated to the

Health Assembly two hours at least before the meeting at which the election was to

take place, and supported the suggestion to suspend that rule as an experiment for

one session. With regard to the suggestion that the time allotted to speakers be

limited, his delegation had made an analysis of the length of time taken by various

speakers during the general discussion in plenary meetings and had found that

approximately 20 per cent, had spoken for 3-5 minutes, approximately 55 per cent.

from 6 -10 minutes, 20 per cent, for 11 -15 minutes and practically 5 per cent. for

more than 15 minutes. The delegate of Norway had made a very interesting

suggestion that delegates wishing to make statements on important points connected

with public health or the health situation in their countries should submit written

statements which would be annexed to the records of the plenary meetings. If that

suggestion did not meet with approval, the Assembly might consider, in view of the

constant increase in the Organization's membership, limiting speeches to five,

instead of to ten minutes. The Director -General could best judge how effective

adoption of the fourth suggestion (regarding the time of meeting of the General

Committee) would be.

Mr WIDDOWSON (Union of South Africa) said his delegation was not in favour of

omitting the technical discussions, which many delegates found most useful. It

was opposed to the suspension of Rule 24 of the Rules of Procedure, even as an
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experiment. The two hours which might be saved would, he was sure, have no real

effect on the length of Health Assemblies and already gave delegates only a limited

time for consultations. In view of the fact that the length of World Health

Assemblies was not increasing, his delegation considered it unnecessary to curtail

discussions. The Director -General's fourth suggestion, which appeared reasonable,

was acceptable to his delegation. He entirely agreed with the conclusion reached

by the Director -General that it was unrealistic to envisage that the Assembly

could do its work in less time than was required at present.

Mr BRADY (Ireland) felt that it would be unwise for the Committee to discuss

how time could be saved by the Committee on Programme and Budget, and suggested it

should ensure that the programme and budget aspects were taken into account before

disposing of the item.

The CHAIRMAN suggested that the discussion should be continued at the next

meeting.

The meeting rose at 5.35 p.m.


