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The resolution adopted by the Tenth World Health Assembly on the celebration 

of the Tenth Anniversary of WHO (WHA10.42) reads as followst 

"The Tenth World Health Assembly, 

Having considered resolution EB19-RJ2 of the Executive Board and the 
report of the Director-General on the celebration of the tenth anniversary 
of the World Health Organization; 

1. . DECIDES, in accordance with Article 13 of the Constitution, to convene 
a special session of the Health Assembly in 1958^ to be known as the "Tenth 
Anniversary Commemorative Session"j 

2. DECIDES that this session shall be of not more than the equivalent of 
two days1 duration immediately preceding and at the same place as the 
eleventh regular session of the Assembly; 

3. CONCURS in the general plans fc^ the celebration outlined in the 
report of the Director-General; 

4. REQUESISB the Dire с to г-Gene ral to communicate with each Member State 
in order to invite them to express their intention as soon as possible if 
they wish to be on the list of speakers at the Tenth Anniversary Commemorative 
Session, which list shall be closed by 1 January 1958. 

• • • . . . 

5. EXPRESSES the desire that the list of speakers include at least one 
Member from each region, taking account of an equitable geographic 
distributioa within each region, and to this end requests the Director-General 
to consult with the Regional Committees; 

6. DECIDES to authorize the Director-General in agreement with the ‘ 
President of the Assembly to fix a limitation on the duration of speeches 
so far as may be necessary to ensure completion of the ccrmiemorative 
session within the period of two days; 

7. AUTHORIZES the Director-General to complete the final detailed 
arrangements for this special session and requests him to report thereon 
to the Executive Board at its twenty-first session; and 

8. DECIDES, while recognizing the major interest of technical discussions, 
that it is necessary ta avoid prolonging the total tim令 of the special and 
regular sessions, and therefore it is not proposed to îloLd technical 
discussions during the Eleventh World Health Assembly.” 



In conformity with paragraph 7 of this resolution, the Di re о tor-Gene ral has the 

honour to report on the detailed arrangements completed according to the authority 

granted to him by the Assembly. 

I. Convening and Agenda of the Special Session 

The necessary action has been or will be taken in conformity with Article 28 (f) 

of the Constitution and Rules 6 and 7 of the Rules of Procedure of the Assembly.
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With regard to the convening (Rule )), the Director-General intends to send the 

notices convening the special session on the same day as those convening the Eleventh 

World Health Assembly. 

In conformity with article 28 (f) of the Constitution the Director-General suh»nits 

to the Executive Board, for its consideration, the following draft provisional agenda? 

Celebration of the Tenth Anniversary of the World Health Organization: 

(a) opening of the special session; 

(b) adoption of the agenda； 

(c) appointment of the Committee on Credentials and adoption of its report； 

(d) addresses; 

(e) closure of the special session, 

1 Article 28(f): The functions of the Board shall be: 

(f) to prepare the agenda of meetings of the Health Assembly 

Rule "••• notices eonvening a special session ^ h a l l be sent by the Director-General/ 
not less than thirty days beforé the date fixed for the opening of the session •••” 

Rule 6? "The Director-General shall draw up the provisional agenda for any special 
session of the Health Assembly and disptach it together with the notice of convocation 
mentioned in Rule 5•” 

Rule 7* "The Provisional agenda for each special session shall include only those items 
proposed in any request by a majority of the Members and Associate Members of the 
Organization or by the Board for the holding of the session, pursuant to Rule 2•” 



II• General Plans for the Celebration 

In paragraphs 2, ) and 7 of resolution Ш410Л2, the Assembly: 

(a) decided that the special session should be of not more than the equivalent 

of two days1 duration; 

(b) concurred in the general plans for the celebration outlined in the report 

submitted by the Director-General to the Tenth Assembly; 

(c) authorized the Director-General to complete the final detailed arrangements. 

Consequently, and taking into account the agreement reached as to the date and 

place of the two 1958 sessions 

(a) the Commemorative Session will begin on Monday 26 May 1958 and close 

on Wednesday, the hour of closure depending on the arrangements - not yet 

final - concerning the hours of work of the first two days; 

(b) within this time-limit, the programme of the commemorative session 

will generally conform to the suggestions put forward by the Director-General 
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to the Tenth World Health Assembly, i.e. 

(i) a short opening meeting on Monday at 3.00 p*m. with the following 

programme : 

-brief opening by the President of the Assembly 

-appointment of the Committee on Credentials; adjournment for meeting 

of the Committee on Credentials 

• report of the Committee on Credentials 

-announcements 

1 Item 6.1 of the agenda, document EB21/20 

2 Document A10/AFL/17 



(ii) a solemn ceremony convened for, say, 8,30 р-ш-, with the following 

programme : 

-opening remarks by the President of the Assembly 

_ address by representative(s) of the host country 

-statement by the Secretary-General of the United Nations 

-statement by the Director-General of a specialized agency, 

speaking on behalf of the heads of 'all the specialized agencies 

-thanks to the Host Government by, for example, the President 

or an ex-President, etc. 

(iii) other meetings on Tuesday and Wednesday, at which addresses would 

be made by the President, delegates, the Chairman of the Executive Board, 

the former Director-General and the Director-General. 

Ill• List of Speakers from Member States 

(a) In conformity with paragraph 斗 of resolution WHA10•杯2, the Director-General 

invited Member States, in a letter dated 11 June 1957, to indicate whether they wished 

to be on the list of speakers. In this letter, the Director-General declared: 

"Although the list is not to be closed until 1 January 1958, it would be helpful if the 

wishes of your Government were to be communicated to me at your earliest convenience and 

if possible before the end of August", in an attempt to have the regional committees 

informed as fully as possible Qf the governments1 wishes at the time of their sessions, 

and thereby to make it possible for the Director-General to consult with these regional 

committees (paragraph 5 of resolution WHA10.42). 

(b) With a view to ensuring this consultation, each regional committee (and in the 

case of the Eastern Mediterranean Region, the Sub-Committee A) was informed of the replie 

received as at the date immediately preceding the session and was invited to formulate 

any recommendations or observations that would help the Director-General to comply not 

only with the desire expressed, in paragraph 5 of resolution WHA10.42 "that the list of 

speakers include at least one member of each region, taking account of an equitable 

geographic distribution within each legion" but also with tbe provisions of paragraph 2 

which sets up a strict limit of time for the proceedings of the Commemorative Session. 



When, in the course of the discussions in regional committees he deemed it 

necessary because of the number of positive replies received, the Director-General or 

his representative} after having consulted with and obtained the consent of the 

President of the Tenth World Health Assembly, drew attention to the situation in which 

the President would find himself if, in pursuance of paragraph 6 of resolution VIHA10<>42, 

he would have to fix a strict limitation on the duration of the speeches at the 

Commemorative Session• 

(c) The action taken by the regional committees is described below: 

Africa ‘ 

(Resolution AFR/RC7/R 09) 

"The Regional Committee for Africa 

TAKES NOTE of resolution ША.10вД2 of the Tenth World Health Assembly, 

RECOMMENDS that the summary record of the discussions which took place should 
be sent together with the replies of the governments to the Director-General•11 

Americas 

(Resolution XXVII) 

"The Directing Council, 

Having examined resolution WHA.10.42 adopted by tiie Tenth World Health Assembly, 
which expresses the desire that the list of speakers at the Tenth Anniversary 
Commemorative Session of the World Health Organization include at least one member 
from each Region； and 

Bearing in mind that several countries of the Region of the Americas have 
already expressed to the Director-General of WHO their interest in appearing on 
the list of speakers at that Commemorative Session, 

RESOLVES to take note of resolution WHAICUA^ adopted by the Tenth World 
Health Assembly, concerning the Tenth Anniversary Commemorative Session of the 
World Health Orgánization," 



South-East Asia 
(Resolution SEA/RCIO/RД) 

"The Regional Committee.^ 

Having considered the question of arrangements for the celebration of the 
Tenth Anniversary of the World Health Organization, and 

Having taken note of the resolution of the Tenth World Health Assembly on 
this subject (WHA.10^42)^ 

RECOMMENDS two countries of the South East Asia Region (India and Thailand) 
to be included in the list of speakers at the Tenth Anniversary Commemorative 
Session^ to speak on behalf of the Region on this subject." 

Europe 
(Extract from the Report of the seventh session of the Regional Committee 

for Europe, EUR/RG8/18 Rev 9l 3 pp # 9-Ю) 

(g) Celebration of the tenth anniversary of WHO (resolutions EB19#R32 and 
WklO.AZ) 

Preliminary statements by the Regional Director and the Deputy Director-
General drew attention to the right of each member to speak during the celebration 
of the tenth anniversary of the foundation of the World Health Organization. The 
closing date for the list of speakers was stated to be 1 January 1958, but many 
countries had already asked to speak and that would diminish the time available 
for each intervention» 

The Committee set up a working party composed of the representatives of Italy， 
Sweden^ United Kingdom and the USSR to examine whether it would be possible to 
limit, by mutual consent, the number of speakers to three or four who would speak 
on behalf of the European Region and make proposals in the light of the various 
observations that had been made by members of the Committee, taking into 
consideration geographical and cultural factors• 

After examining document EUR/RC7/WP2 drawn up by the working party, the 
Committee considered it could adopt no decision on the matter t" 

Eastern Mediterranean 
(Extract from the Report of the Sub-Gommittee A of the Regional Committee 

for the Eastern Mediterranean, m/RCl/ZU Rev.l^ p # 5) 

•••"工七 was agreed to leave the matter entirely in the hands of Member 
governments t" 
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Western Pacific 
(Resolution WP/RC8/R• 6) 

"The Regional Committee, 

Having considered resolution WHA.10.42 of the World Health Assembly on the 
celebration of the Tenth Anniversary of the World Health Organization； 

1. NOTES that the Governments of Australia, Caxnbodia, Japan, Korea, New Zealand, 
Philippines and Viet Nam have requested that their names should be included in the 
list of speakers; and 

2. THANKS the Government of Australia for stating that if it was necessary to 
limit the number of -speakers from each region, Australia was prepared to retire." 

(d) As at 1 January 1958, the closing date for the replies, 37 countries had 

indicated their wish to be on the list of speakers. The distribution of these countrie 

by region is as follows : 

Africa ííhana 
Liberia 
Union of South Africa 

Americas Argentina 
Canada 
Cuba 
Guatemala 

South-East Asia India 
Thailand 

Europe 
ЩтяттттттятяЁШФ 

Austria 
Denmark 
Finland 
France 
Greece 
Italy 
Norway-
Portugal 
Spain 
Sweden 
Switzerland 
USSR 
Yugoslavia 



Eastern Mediterranean 

Western Pacific 

Egypt 
Ethiopia 
Iran 
Iraq 
Israel 
Sudan 
Syria 
Tunisia 

Australia 
Cambodia 
Japan 
Korea 
New Zealand 
Philippines 
Viet Nam 

IV, Limitation on the duration of the speeches 

It results from the above that 37 delegates^ in addition to the President， the 

Chairman of the Executive Board, the former Director-General and the Director-General, 

will deliver addresses at three meetings (Tuesday, 27 May, and p#m” and 

Wednesday, 28 May, a # m # ) ? totalling approximately eight hours# 

The President, consulted as requested under paragraph 6 of resolution WHA10.42, 

has agreed that the orderly dispatch of the proceedings at the special session called 

for a limitation of the speeches to ten minutes• 


