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The Executive Board at its Nineteenth Session, which had before it a 

report by the Director-General on accommodation, for the regional office for 

South-East Asia, expressed its interest in being informed of further developments 

and requested the Director-General to pursue his negotiations with the Government 
1 

of India looking toward the provision of adequate permanent аосотшпоdation. 

1. The Direct or-General, on 13 March, sent the following letter to the 

Government of India： 

"I have the honour to forward herewith a copy of Resolution 
EB19

#
R26 "Accommodation for the Regional Office for South-East Asia", 

adopted by the Executive Board of the World Health Organization at 
its nineteenth session. 

The contents of this resolution may be considered together with 
the correspondence (resting with letter AS 2-1 Office dated 
15 November 1956 to the Ministry of Health, oopry to the Ministry of , 
External Affairs) which has taken place between the Regional Director 
for South-East Asia and the Government of India. 

As the question of the outstanding cases, where permanent 
accommodation has not yet been provided for WHO'S Regional Offices, 
is to be discussed at the forthcoming World Health Assembly in May, 
I should greatly appreciate it if the proposals of the Government of 
India in this regard could be communicated to m© through the Regional 
Director for South-East Asia as early as possible•“ 

2. Under date of 18 May 1957, the Government of India sent the following 

communication to the Director-General: 

11 
Resolution EB19»R26
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I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No, DGA3/416/2 
SEARO dated 13 March, 1957, regarding the permanent establishment of the 
World Health Organization Regional Office for South East Asia, in New Delhi, 
• • 

The Government of India have oarefully considered the Resolutions passed 
by the 19th Session of the Executijr Board of the World Health Organization 
at its meeting on the 22nd January 1957 on the abôve subject as well as the 
previous references made on the subject to the Government of India by the 
Regional Director for South East Asia. The Proposals of the Government of 
India in this regard are as follows\-

(a) The Government of India agree to offer permanent suitable accommodation 
to the Regional Office of World Health Organization in New Delhi at a 
concessional rate of rent

 #
 The nature of the concession in the matter of 

rent will be decided in due coursé in consultât ion with the Regional 
Organization• 

(b) The Government of India are examining the possibility of making 
the Kapurthala House available for occupation by the Regional Office 
after making necessary additions and structural alterations as may be 
required to make it suitable for the Regional Office, Pending such an 
arrangement, the Government of India agree to permit the Regional Office 
to continue to remain in occupation of the Patiala House

 # 

Yours faithfully, 

(signed) M . R. A . BAIG 
Chief of Protocol" 

3 • The Director-General, on 29 May, replied to the communication of 18 May, as 

follows : 

"I have the honour to acknowledge your letter of 18 May 1957 regarding 
permanent acooiranodation for the Regional Office for South East Asia of the 
World Health Organization

t 

I note with appreciation that the Government of India agrees to offer 
permanent suitable accommodation at a concessional rate of rent. Your letter 
states that the "nature of the concession in the matter of rent will be decided 
in due course in consultation with the Regional Organization" • In this 
connexion, I would recall that in other regions Ш0 pays only a token rent 
and that in order to safeguard its rights as tenant, and therefore I assume 
that this sort of arrangement is what you have in mind. I also not© that 
a study is currently being made of the possibilities of altering Kapurthala 
House in such a way as to make it suitable as permanent accommodation, and 
that pending any permanent arrangement the Regional Office will be permitted 
to remain in occupation of Patiala House

 #
 It is hoped that more adequate 

accommodation than that now occupied by the Organization in Patiala House will 
bo avàilable under the. permanent arrangement in view of the needs of the 
Regional Office

#
 That Office has already sent, you an architects brief• 
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The Regional Office of th© World Health Organization i s of course at 
your disposition at all times to consult further regarding the details of 
this arrangement

 #
 I shall look forward with interest to the reports of 

your consultations
 #

,f 

The subject was considered by th© Regional Committee at its Tenth Session 

in September 1957 at which time the Coimnittee adopted th© following resolution： 

NOTES with grateiUl satisfaction that the Government of India has 
undertaken to carry out adequate additions and structural and other 
necessary alterations to Kapurthala House, in order to make it suitable 
for the needs of the Regional Office, and has offered it as permanent 
accommodation for that purpose, and 

2
%
 BEQUESTS the Regional Director to pursue this matter with the 

Government of India 

5 • Pursuant to this undertaking by the Government of India, representatives of 

the Director-General are at present negotiating the alterations and additions to be 

made to Kapurthala House and the terms under 

this accommodation
#
 An architectural brief 

4 
has been presented to the Government and the 

which the Regional Office will be offered 

regarding the requirements of the office 

Public Works Department of the Government 

of India has undertaken to draw up the necessary plans • 
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Report by the Director-General 

1, Since document EB21/23 was issued, the attached communication of 3 January 

1958 has been received from the Government of India (Annex 1). The reply of 

the Dire ct or-Gene ral to that communication is attached as Annex 2. 

2. With reference to the size of the plot of land mentioned in the letter of 

the Government of India, the attention of the Executive Boftrd is called to the 

fact that this plot would be lnadequ&te for suitable aooomodaticm for tba 

Regional Office. The actual location of the plot will also determine itв 

suitability as well as the terms on vihlch the buildings will Ъе provided. 

Since these matters are still indefinite, there may be further delay in 

providing adequate accommodation for the Regional Office of South-East Asia. 
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ANNEX 1 

No. 2-125/56 Ш 

Government of India 
Ministry of Health 
New Delhi-2 

3 January 1958 

From Shri A. T. Seshadri 
Under Secretary to the Government of India 

To The Director 
Regional Office of the World Health Organization 

for South East Asia 

Sir, 

Kindly refer to your letter dated the 4 November 1957 to the Union Minister for 
Health regarding permanent establishment of the Regional Office for South East Asia 
•f the WHO. 

As you are aware, the Kapurthala House was inspected jointly by 
Shri A. V, Venkatasubban, Deputy Director of this Ministry, Dr Y . K. Subrahmaniam, 
Assistant Director General of Health Services, Shri Nihal Singh Jain, Joint Estate 
Officer and Messrs Sutherland and Unger of the Regional Office on Thursday, the 
21st November， 1957. The Executive Engineer concerned from the Central Public Works 
Верartment was also present. 

It was found that the office accommodation available in the present building of 
the Kapurthala House is only 7000 sq« ft and that it cannot meet even the present 
requirements of the regional office not taking into consideration its future 
requirements as indicated by you in your earlier communications• The Government of 
India accordingly feel that the earlier proposal for allotting Kapurthala House to the 
WHO by making necessary structural additions and alterations to the existing building 
is not practicable. 

In the circumstances the five questions raised and the answers suggested in your 
above quoted letter do not require any further clarification. 

I am, however, to state that the Government of India are actively pursuing the 
proposal to shift the UNICEF Area Office from Patiala House to a private building 
in New Delhi in the very near future. If and when the UNICEF Office is shifted, 
the accoinmodation released by them in Patiala House would be allotted to the WHO 
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to meet their requirements for additional floor area. It is hoped that this 
arrangement will meet temporarily the accommodation requirements of the Regional Office. 

As regards the long-term arrangement^ th© Government of India have allocated a 
plot of land measuring

 #
5 acres in New Delhi for allotment to the Regional Office 

where a suitable building to meet the requirements of that office can be built to meet 
its total requirements. The actual terms and conditions under which the plot of 
land will be allotted and.»the construction of building for the permanent acconmiodation 
of the Regional Office are still under examination and it is hoped to settle some of 
these questions in consultation with you on your return to Delhi from Geneva after 
the meeting of the 21st Executive Board. 

The Government of India will be grateful if you can explain the above position 
to the Executive Board at the forthcoming meeting. 

Yours faithfully, 

A. T. Seshadri 
Secretary to the 

Government of India 
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ANNEX 2 

A 3/416/3 

16 January 1958 

Sir, 
t ‘‘ -

工 have the honour to refer to the letter of Mr Л. T. Seshadri, Under Secretary 
to the Government of India, oí 3 January (reference No.2-125/56 IH) to the Director 
of the Regional Office of the World Health Organization for South-East Asia regarding 
the permanent establishment of the Regional Office for South-East Asia of the World 
Health Organization. 

工 note with appreciation that the Government of India have allocated a plot in 
New Delhi on which a structure could be erected for the Regional Office• I also hope 
that the actual terms and conditions under which the land and buildings will be 
provided for the permanent accommodation of the Regional Office will be settled, in 
consultation with the Regional Director, as soon as possible. You will no doubt 
appreciate that I am anxious to expedite this matter to our mutual satisfaction, 
especially as this is among the oldest of the Regional Offices of WHO and one of the 
few remaining to be satisfactorily accoranodated. 

Finally, may I reiterate the hope that specific plans to provide adequate 
permanent accommodation for the Regional Office may soon be developed in view of the 
needs of the Office and the fact that the lack of such accommodation hairpers the work 
of the Organization • 

I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

M, Caxüau, M.D. 
Director-General 

The Minister of Health 
Ministry of Health 
Government of India ees SEARO 
Mew Delhi 
India 

Copy for information to: The Minister of External Affairs 


