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1 , REVIEW OP THE PROGRAMME AND BUDGET ESTIMATES FOR 1958: Item 3.2 of the Agenda 

(Official Records No. 74) 

First Report of the Standing CommHttee on Administration and Finance (Document EB19/65) 

Chapter XV; Detailed Exanilna-bion of the Proposed Programme and. Budget Ез-biraatas 

for 1958 

Part II; Details of the Proposed programme and Budget Estimates 

Advisory Services 

Field Activities (without the Supplement) (continued) 

The CHAIRMAN recalled that at the previous meeting the Director-General had, in 

the discussion on paragraph 6.2.8 of document EB19/65, replied to a point raised by 

Dr Jafàr in connexion with the grading of professors. He inquired whether any other 

members of the Board had any comments on that subject. 

Dr JAFAR was gratefïil to the Director-General for the statement he had made. 

He was glad to know that the Director-General was concerned with the interests of 

technical personnel and to have an assurance that the Director-General was making 

every effort to satisfy their needs. 

He had understood from the Director-General�s remarks that the latter considered 

the main difficulty to be, not so much the matter of salaries, bub rather the non-

availability of that type of personnel. He would suggest, however, that that non-

availability might be due to the inadequate grade given to such professors. 

Professors working on a national level received special consideration in the light 

of their high technical qualifications and experience. He wovild not prolong the 

discussion on the point, since it was essentially a matter of different points of 

view. He was glad to know that the Dire сtor-General was looking into the problem 

as a whole and he would look forward to the results. 
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Fláld Activities (Supplement) 

Dr MOORE wished, in.connexion with paragraph 6.3.2, to draw the Board's attention 

tc the view stated in paragraph 3 on page 125 of the Standing Coinmittee's report, in 

wfcich the Standing Committee had expressed doubts as to the necessity for an increase 

of $ 250 ООО as compared with 1957 in the contingency provision for field activities 

in the European Region. 

Mr BOUCHER, Chairman of the Standing Coinmittee on Administration and Finance, 

explained that those clcubts had been expressed because certain members of the Standing 

Committee had taken the view that the budgetary situation with regard to that item 

did not differ from that of the previous year. He recalled that then an amount of 

� 250 ООО had been included In the Supplement for the European Region on the assumption 

that the inactive Members would resume active participation in the Organization and 

would make a request for services, that amount being the Director-General's estimate, 

or guess, of the sum involved. The Director-General had dcubled that figure to 

� 500 ООО in the Proposed Programme and Budget Estimates for 1953 and certain members 

of the Standing Committee had not been entirely satisfied that there was any real 

reason for that increase, or indeed for any increase at all. 

The CHAIRî-îàN pointed out tiiat that question should more properly be considered in 

connexion with paragraph 6.4.4.3, within the estimates fcr the European Region. 

However, if vhe Board wished to discuss that question immediately he would have no 

objection. 

Dr ÎSJURE agreed with the Chairman's suggestion. 



Detailed Consideration of the Regional Programmes 

The C H A I M A N invited the Board to consider the details of the regional programmes, 

in conjunction with the information given in Official Records No. 74. The Regional 

Directors had at previous meetings made statements on the Regional Committee reports 

as well as on the activities undertaken in their regions, but would be available at 

tho present meeting to answer any specific points raised. He accordingly invited the 

Board to comment on both the budgetary and technical aspects of those programmes. 

Africa 

There were no comments. 

The Americas 

Dr BAQUERIZO AMADOR requested details on the source of funds for projects planned 

for Ecuador in enderao-epidemic diseases (page 175 of Official Records No. 74). 

Dr GONZALEZ, Deputy Regional Director for the Americas, stated that provision 

had been made for funds relating to the National Institute of Health in Ecuador both 

in respect of 1957 and 1958 under projects in category TA-II. He recalled in that 

connexion that projects in that category would be implemented either if savings were 

effected in the implementation of category I projects or as replacements for category I 

projects which it had not been found possible to implement. The projects for leprosy 

control and smallpox eradication, shown in the document under the column "other extra-

budgetary funds", related to the PASO budget. The Directing Council of PASO had 

already approved the proposals for 1957. Those for 1958 should be considered as 

provisional, since no action would be taken until the next meeting of the Directing 

Council. 



South-East Asia 

There were no comments # 

Europe 

The СНА.1ИШ called attention to paragraph 6c4.4
e
3^ 

connexion with the point raised by Dr Moore and on which 

Committee on Administration and Finance had commented^ 

Board. 

Dr CLARK wondered whether the Director-General could give any further information 

on the necessity for such a large increase^ which would make the contingency provision 

for 1958 twice that for 1957。 

The DIRECTOR-GENSRA.L agreed that at the time of preparing the Proposed Prograrame 

and Budget Estimates for 1957 the amount estimated for the contingency reserve relating 

to resumption of participation of inactive Members had been a guess on the basis of 

his opinion of what the developments in that question would be in 1957- His estimates 

for 1958 were also a guess based on the best available information at the moment^ and 

he had increased his provision on the assraiption that funds would be required in 1958 

to cover a full year of projects relating to those Members^ whereas the 1957 funds 

would only be required to meet the costs for projects spreading over part of the year, 

as it would naturally be impossible for projects to be initiated immediately. 

As he had already informed the Board in the documentation distributed, three 

inactive Members, namely, Albania, Bulgaria and Poland, had resumed active participa-

tion and, as the Board was aware
;
 the Hungarian Government had requested that 

arrangements be made by the World Health Assembly with a view to its return to the 

Organization. Moreover^ information was available that the matter was under 

consideration by the Governments of Czechoslovakia and the USSR. In those 

to which he had referred in 

the Chairman of the Standing 

He invited the views of the 



circtmistances he had come to the conclusion that an increase in the contingency 

provision would be necessary in order to supply full services.in 1958. Of course, 

the funds which would in fact be needed would depend on the number of inactive Members 

which resumed participation and on the assessments decided upon for that year. The 

definitive situation for 1958 would depend therefore on what action was taken by the 

other inactive Members^ and he would accordingly perhaps be better placed to give 

information at the forthcoming session of the World Health Assembly. 

He would, however, stress the need for taking into consideration certain 

additional factors such as participation of such Members in inter-country programmes 

in the European Region, as well as the fact that the needs of returning Members -would 

not necessarily be the equivalent of the average needs of the European Region, and 

that assistance might therefore be required to build up health services in particular 

countries and to undertake a training programme in that respect, which would involve 

assistance for fellowships. 

Mr BOUCHER did not think that the position in respect of the contingency 

provision for 1958 was any different from what it had been for 1957， leaving aside 

for the present the question of whether he had considered that the provision roade 

had been justifiable in respect of 1957• 

Dr JAFAR asked what procedure inactive Members resuming participation would have 

to follow in requesting assistance from the Organization， and whether their requests 

would have to be considered by the Regional Committee. 

The DIRECTOR—GENERAL said that the procedure in that connexion would be limited 

to a consultation by the Regional Director with the countries concerned^ indeed, it 

was on the basis of such a procedure that the ccfetingency provision had been adopted 



by the Assembly. Should the normal procedure of submitting requests to the Regional 

Coinmittee have been followed, it would not have been possible to envisage granting 

assistance that same year. 

It was moreover important that the Board should bear in mind the consideration 

that the general total for the proposed Budget Estimates had increased for 1958 as 

corapared with 1957 and that the participation of inactive Members in the assessments 

had correspondingly increased from $ 1 800 000 to $ 2 200 000. It would not there-

fore accurately reflect the position to consider the increase in the contir^ency 

provision from Я 250 ООО to � 500 ООО as separate from such a global trend. 

Dr MOORE asked for information on the relationship of the contingency reserve 

for 1958 to the Supplementary Budget if all inactive Members did not resume 

participation. 

Mr S I E Œ L , Assistant Director-General, Department of Administration and Finance, 

said an answer to that question would, depend on which inactive Members returned to 

the Organizations as the amounts of their assessments varied considerably and， as 

had been stated earlier^ the amount available for the Supplemental Budget wouLd 

depend on those assessments. It was hypothetically possible to envisage a situation 

whereby the assessments of the returning Members were less than the contingency-

reserve . For instance, Albania, Bulgaria and Poland together constituted a total 

assessment of (�> 181 000 for 1957- That sum would then be the total amount which 

the Director-General could use for his supplemental programme, presumably giving 

priority to statutory obligations, such as organizational meetings, and distributing 

the remainder of the funds available in the best way possible, taking into account 

the Organization's total resources. 



� 9 / M i n / l l Rey J. 

Mr BOUCHER said that the Director-General had rightly reminded the Board that 

it was not considering the increase in the contingency provision in the context of 

a stable budget. In that connexion, he reserved the right to comment on the 

principle of budgetary stabilization at some later stage. The Director-General 

had tended to suggest that further contributions would necessarily be used to 

provide additional services„ He was unable to agree with that view as he was sure 

that a strain existed on certain aspects of the Organization
1

 s budget -which should 

first be eased. For instance, additional funds would be needed to meet increased 

staff costs both in respect of 1957 and 1958^ whether such costs were to be met 

from the Working Capital Fund or by a direct supplementary estimate for 1957， that 

latter alternative not yet having been considered. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL wished to clarify the position. At no time had he 

intended to imply that the logical consequence of the resumption of active 

participation by inactive Members would be the immediate provision of full services 

to them. He recalled that the question of the utilization of the assessments of 

returning inactive Members had given rise to considerable discussion in the Health 

Assembly and in the Executive Board, the view having been expressed on the one hand 

that the assessments of the present active Members should be decreased, and, on the 

other, that such additional funds should be allocated with a view to increasing the 

volume of the Organization‘s programme of work. In view of the increase of the 

assessment of inactive Members from $ 1 800 000 to $ 2 200 000, he had considered 

that an increase in the contingency provision of $ 250 000 represented a reasonable 

proportion. He had intended in his earlier statement to emphasize the need for 

considering expansion of the contingency provision in the light of the expansion 

of the total budget. 
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Mr BOUCHER apologized if he had misunderstood the Director-General«s remarks. 

He would, however, maintain his view that an increase from $ 250 000 to | 500 000 

was too great. 

The CHAIRMAN pointed out that the Board would be required to take a position 

on that question since the Standing Committee had expressed doubts In the matter 

and the Board would have to report thereon to the Health Assembly, 

Professor PARISOT suggested that the simplest way to obtain the consensus of 

the Board would be to take a vote on the point at issue. 

Mr BOUCHER suggested that the Executive Board might merely convey to the 

Health Assembly an expression of doubt as to the need for such an increase. 

Dr CLARK said that, in spite of the explanations which had been given, he 

still entertained some doubts as to "whether such a large increase in the contingent-

reserve was necessary. He considered that it was somewhat еагЗу in the consideration 

.of the matter to take a vote. The Board would have to consider the budget level 

as a whole and it might therefore be desirable for the size of the contingency-

reserve to be decided at that later stage. 

Dr SIRI ¡said ho Tiould support that suggestion. 

Mr BOUCHER agreed that a decision might be deferred on the question, as 

suggested. 

It was so agreed. (For further references, see minutes of the eighteenth 

meeting, section. 2 and the nineteenth meeting, section 2. For decision，sea 

pages 448-449.) 



Eastern Mediterranean 

There were no comments. • 

Western Pacific 

There were no coramsnts. 

Region Undesignated 

The CHAIRMAN invited the Chairman of the Standing Committee on Administration 

and Finance to oomraent. 

Mr BOUCHER recalled that the Standing Committee had concerned itself in some 

detail with the question of terminology, as the title "Region Undesignated" did not 

appear to be a proper description of the activities listed thereunder. Background, 

information had been supplied on the history of that title. It had been felt^ 

however, that it would be desirable for the title to be amended at some later stage. 

The Standing Corœnittee had not considered itseli to be in a position to make a 

specific proposal in that connexion and the Director-General had undertaken to 

submit a suggestion in due course. 

Professor Р1ШЗБОТ had read with particular interest the report on Region 

Undesignated. He had been struck by the large number of comparatively unrelated 

items included under that heading and expressed the view that it might eventually 

become possible to classify those activities under certain broad groups, such as 

inter-regional activities, and liaison work, both of which were growing steadily 

in importance. 



Commenting on paragraph 6,4,7»11, he noted that general agreement had been 

expressed by the Standing Committee and lay the Director-General that the terminology 

relating to expert committees and conferences should be reconsidered and a study made 

thereon at a later session of the Board. He recalled that in the past a satisfactory 

differentiation had been established between expert committees and study groups. 

He agreed with the Standing Committee's reccsnmendation in paragraph 8.14 concerning 

conferences covered under Appropriation Section 7. 

Dr JAFAR wondered whether the Director-General had had an opportunity of 

preparing for the consideration of the Board a suggested title to replace "Region 

Undesignated". 

The DIREGTOR-GHiERAL was not yafc in a position to make a final suggestion 

althotigh he had given the matter same consideration. He believed that he could 

undertake to suggest a new title for that Chapter to the session of the Executive 

Board immediately following the Tenth World Health Assembly. 

Mr SAITÁ -wished to comment on paragraph 6.4.7.6, relating to collaboration with 

the specialized agencies arising out of decisions taken by the United Nations Economic 

and Social Council. ïfith reference to activities of the "community development" 

type, he requested further information a s 

proposed to utilize the funds of S 25 ООО 

particular, how consultants would be used 

were being envisaged. 

to the manner in which the DirectoivGeneral 

for which provision had been made, and, in 

and what type of seminars and study groups 

He thought that that type of prograirae, with concerted effort by several agencies, 

was of great value； however, he could foresee difficulties in achieving the ideals 
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expressed by the ïfconomic and Social Council, some difficulties appearing almost 

insurmountable in technical as well as in administrative яп.й budgetary fields• 

He was therefore of the opinion that the Directoi^General should exercise caution 

in making ÏJHO funds available to implement programmes of that nature. As experience 

was gained it might prove desirable to invest more in that particular type of activity• 

Dr KâUL, Assistant Director-General, Department of M v i s o z y Services, called 

attention to item 10» 2 of the agenda, under which the Directo3>-G©neral ш>иЫ ГЩ̂тЬ 

on WHO
f

s participation in broad United Nations prograrames in the social and economic 

fields. The details of those activities could better be discussed at that juncture. 

He would, however, call Mr Saita
!

s attention to Official Records No, 74, 

p
#
 369, paragraph 3(d), which gave a description of the way in which it was expected 

that the funds would be utilized. He would further draw his attention to the fact 

that participation in some social and economic programmes of the United Nations had 

been undertaken as practical concerted action over the past four or five years, the 

most advanced prograjnme being the programme of community development. Resolutions 

of the Economic and Social Council on industrialization, urbanization, housing and 

water resources were being implemented in the fprm of inter-agency programes• 

The Director-General had encountered difficulties in that he had not had the requisite 

infomiation on the health aspects of those prograjnme s at the time of preparing the 

Proposed Programme and Budget Estimates, since the cycle of programming varied 

considerably as between the United Nations and other specialized agencies. Furthermore
д 
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the íbonomic and Social Council was still in the experimental stage in deciding 

to which programmes concerted action should be directed, as well as the degree of 

co-ordinated action required. The Director-General, in his report on that subject 

(document had suggested ways of meeting those deficiencies of infonaation. 

Jn the meantime, the interim measures contained in Official Records No. 74 had been 

suggested. 

Mr SAITA said he had had no intention of raising any serious objections to 

that e^enditure, but had merely wished to игре caution. Indeed, experience mipht 

show that large-scale contributions would be desirable in the future, 

Dr MOORE stressed the importance of co-ordinating the activities of the United 

Nations and its specialized agencies, nAiich he noted was the responsibility of the 

Administrative Committee on Co-ordination. 

He then asked wîçr ?Ш0 was proposing to ргу for the secretarial services and 

duty travel of medical advisers responsible for liaison with UNICEF's regional 

offices and headquarters. 

Mr SIEGEL said that the Board would remember the progress during the past 

few years in regulative the financial relations between UNICEF and "ШЮ. The 

provision described in paragraph 3(b) on pape 36? of Official Records No. 74 

constituted the final stape in that process on completion of which WHO would be 

fully financing its ото staff engaged in joint activities with UNICEF, 

1

 Reproduced es _ nnex 14 to Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org. 76 



Dr JIÍFIJR was unable to undorstrmd why V»HO should continuo to maintain liaison 

officers at UNICEF’s headquarters and regional offices now that WHO» s regional 

directors and rûgionc.1 advisers examinod carefully any joint projects. 

Иг SIEGEL stated, with regard to tho general policy of maintaining liaiscai 

officc.rs at Now York, Paris- and Bangkok, that WHO had mad© budgetary provision for 

their salariée for several years. 

Dr J/üPial explained that he was questioning the noed for such liaison officers, 

whose posts had been created before ШО'в regional directors had begun to scrutinize 

projects submitted to ÜNIC1F by governments. 

The CH/JRMAN considered, that Dr Jafar had brought up an in^ortant issue of 

general policy. 

The DIHECTOH-SENERiiX/ also considorod that the question was an inçortant one for 

the relations between riHO and UNICEF which had been built up over a period of years. 

Medical advisers had been attached to IJNXCSF's headquarters and regional officos so 

as to acquaint UNICEF with the nature and purpose of wHOls plans as well as to 

ensure that the programmes of the two were dovetailed. It had also been felt 

that technical advice on health matters should be given by ;H0 médical officers and 

the need for such advisers at UNICEF's headquarters 3till remained. The reason for 

maintaining liaison officers at ШПСЕР'з regional offices was that the dellioitation 

of regions was different in the two organizations. The UNICEF Regional Office at 

Bangkok covered South-east Asia, the western Pacific and even one country in the 

Eastern Mediterranean region, so that мНО» s adviser to that office was responsible 



for co-ordination with three of TO»s Regional Offices• Again, UNICEF
1

 s Regional 

Office at Paris covered both Europe and Africa, so that WHO's adviser had to 

co-ordinate programmes for two o£ WHO's regions. As UNICEF had now transferred 

many of the functions formerly performed by its Regional Office for the Americas in 

Lima to its Headquarters at New York, WHO,s adviser had been withdrawn from Lima. 

Those arrangements were designed, to ensure smooth working relations and a better 

understanding by UNICEF of the medical aspects of joint projects. 

Regional Offioes 

There was no согашиЬ on Section 7 . 

Expert Committees and Conferences 

Mr BOUCHER stated that the Standing Consnittee had discussed Appropriation 

Section 7 at considerable length and had expressed concern at the substantial 

increase in the appropriation under that head and in the number of meetings planned 

for expert committees and conferences during 1958 collared, to 1957. A summary of 

its views would be found in paragraph 8.13 o£ its report. While the Committee had 

not felt able to suggest the postponement of any specific committee or conference 

it had considered that the Board should examine the relative merits of each one of 

them with a view to a possible reduction in the estimates. 

Dr CLARK said that the increasa of almost fifty per cent, in the total estimates 

was a striking one for a single item. The Board should carefully considor the value 

of each expert committee so as to establish whether ацу could be deferred. 



Dr SUAREZ congratulated the o^pert ooramittees, which were one of the most 

useful of "WHO®s activities
;
 on the valuable work so far accomplished^ and considered 

that their findings deserved wide dissemination. The increase in the proposed 

o^tlmtes was not eo enormous, particularly in view of the new subjects
 ;
 eneh as 

atonde energy, to be tackled
#
 Expert coramittoes were so important that although 

some meetings might be deferred, ho would not agree to a reduction j.n tbo total 

estimates
f 

— 0 

Professor PARISOT agreed with Dr ouarez^ but suggested that the Board might 

recommend that the Secretariat prepare a report for examination at a subaoquent 

session explaining the differences between study groups, expert ooirmiitteos and 

conferences, and their relative advantages• 

The С5ШШШ/Ш agreed that such a document would be useful. 

Dr SIRI fully endorsed Dr Suarez^s views that appropriations for ©jq>�rt 

committees and conferoncos should not be cut, because their discusaions and con-

clusions were of the utmost value both to professional and scientific circles as 

well as to the general public who wore anxious to keep abreast of tíie latest 

information from the best qualified exports
# 

He supported Professor Parisot's suggestion. 

Professor P^RiSOT, referring to paragraph B.ll
f
 asked whether the intention was 

for the expert committee on medical rehabilitation to establish general policy 

con corning form, principios and aims, rather than to discuss rehabilitation problems 

in general^ a subject very vast in scope • 



Dr KAÜL stated that Professor Parisot's question had been discussed by the 

Standing Committee and members had been informed that the Social Commission of the 

United Nations had given the subject of rehabilitation high priority and ILO 

and UNESCO had also given it a good deal of attention. As Ш0 was reaponsiljXe 

for providing adequate guidance с oncoming the medical aspects of the problem the 

Director-Gonoral had felt it nedessary to seek the advice of ал expert committee 

which was to ccaasidor the medical rehabilitation of persons suffering from pl^aioal 

disabilities of a Xooomotor type but not those resulting from cerdlwaaouîlof 

diseases or tuberculosis. 

In answer to a question by the (ЗШШШЛК he stated that disability resulting 

from chronic rheumatic diseases would be included. 

Dr PURI ençhasized the need for defining the term "rehabilitation" more 

precisely and suggested that for the present purpose it might have too broad a 

connotation. Perhaps in the context the term "rehabilitation of the physically 

handicapped" would be more accurate. 

Professor PiiRISOT said that Dr Puri � s suggestion would be acceptable if the 

study was not intended to include montai disturbaocos. 

The СНЛ1ШШ observed that he had raised tho same point in the Standing 

Committee, 

Dr KAUL said that the Committee's terms of reference wore described in section 

5.2.3 on page 49 of Official Records 74. It would not touch upon mental handi-

caps would confine itself to pcrmaiaent physical locomotor disabilities. 
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Professor PiiRISOT observed that in that event
 w

medical rehabilitation" was too 

broad a term
#
 Psyohosomatio disturbances often occurred among the physically handi-

capped and should be taken into account, but not purely mental handicaps* The 

Committee itself should be consulted about its own title so that there should be no 

confusion about the scope of its study* 

Dr CLARK asked whether the study would be extended to the blind_ the partially 

sighted and the deaf» 

Dr HJRI urged, without wishing to anticipate the Committeets terms of referenoe
r 

that persons mutilated as a consequence of leprosy should not be overlooked. 

Dr DIAZ COLLER believed there were no grounds for questioning the usefulness 

of an expert committee on medical rehabilitation^ since much interest had been 

evinced in the subject. 

The CHAIRMAN pointed out that the scope of the Cammitteets inquiry had been 

questioned, not the utility of the Committee itself• Clearly one ooiranittee could 

not encongass all the problems of rehabilitation. 

Dr KA.UL replied to Dr C l a r k e question in the negative. 

As it was necessary to limit the scope of the discussions during the Cotoittee • s 

first meeting, they were to be confined to problems of the physically handicapped 

and the organization of rehabilitation services, concerning which several governments 

had asked for advice
e 



Dr SUAREZ considered that the subject was so intricate that it might be prefer-

able to decide later whether the Committee should concern itself solely with 

physical handicaps in the strict sense^ 

Dr CLARK said that tho Oommittee might more accurately be described as сш-

cerned with those suffering from locomotor muscular disability. That definition was 

both more precise and would prescribe a more practicable task. In some countries 

rehabilitation of the pi^rsioally handicapped was understood to embraûô a wider field 

than that envisaged for the present study. 

The CHAIRMAN agreed, 

Dr SIRI wondered whether the matter did not require further thought. Indeed, 

perhaps the Committee itself would be better qualified to decide its own terms of 

reference• 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL suggested that it would be wise not to confuse considera-

tion of the Committee's title with its agenda. The United Nations had given high 

priority to studies coianec ted with the rehabilitation of the plorsioally handicapped 

and it was now time for WHO, which in the past had not kept pace with the work being 

don© iîi that domain by other organizations, to co-operate. Later it might b© 

found that other than striotly locomotor disabilities should b© examined, perhaps 

by a different set of experts. 

The CHAIRMAN observed that the responsibility for drawing up th© Committee*s 

agenda might be left to the Director-General. 

He then asked whether the Board felt it could follow the suggestion contained in 



the last sentence of paragraph 8
#
13 of the Standing Commit tee report f that tbe " -〜 

relative merits of the expert committees should be assessed in order possibly to 

effect some reduction in the estimates• 

Dr SIRI reiterated his conviction that no réduction should be made in the 

provision for expert ooinmittees and conferences
 #
 He doubted whether much would be 

gained from trying to establish an order of iirçjortanioe among the subjects dealt with 

by expert committees, a task vïhich might demand intcminabXe diecrussioïu Personally 

he noted with some concern a tendency to view with horror any proposal for an 

increase in the estimates though it was, of course, товЬ laudable that the Board 

should carefully scrutinize the budgetary proposals and seek to ensure the strictest 

economy and that funds were put to the proper use* 

In a world where new scientific discoveries were constantly being made it was 

essential to ensure that the views of the most eminent experts should be mad© widely 

available» 一 -
• ..... - . ' . 

Dr PURI urged that the reports of expert cornmittees be given wide circulation 

and reach medical schools, health administrations, and all interested persons. 

There could be no question of the value of those reports, but it was natural for a 

body responsible for scrutinizing the budget to carefully examine any proposed 

increases in appropriations so as to ensure that they were both justified and not 

disproportionate
#
 He personally would like to see that there was no duplication 

of work among the various committees and conferences financed by Ш0, and felt that 

it would be of interest to examine the subject matters of those meetings. 
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Dr SUAREZ, stressing the value of expert committees and study groups, said 

that, for example, in the sphere of rabies control, without such international co-

operation the results already attained would have been impossible. He believed 

that the Standing Corrani'ttee had not necessarily wished to suggest the elimination 

of any of the expert committees but only that better co-ordination be achieved. As 

travel costs had risen, if the appropriation were cut some reduction in the work, 

which he would oppose, would be inevitable. He agreed with Dr Puri that the reports 

of expert committees should receive wider circulation and publicity. 

D r BAQUERIZO AMADOR was also opposed to reducing the provision for expert 

committees and conferences. It would be difficult to classify them in order of 

importance since judgement would naturally be subjective. 

The meeting rose at 5.30 p.m. 
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7 . REVIEW UF THE РЖХШДММЕ AND BUDGET ESTIMâTSS FUR 1958: Item 3.2 of the Agenda 

(Official.Records No, 74¿ Document EB19/55) (continued) 

First Report of the Standing Committee on Administration and Finance 

(Document EB19/65) (continued) 

Chapter IV, Part II, Advisory Services 

Field Actiyities (without S^plcmont) (con-feinued) 

The CHAIRMAN recalled that at the previous meeting the Director-General had, in 

the discussion on paragraph 6.2.8 of document EB19/65, replied to a point raised by 

Dr Jafar in connexion with the grading of professors, and inquired whether any other 

members of the Board had any comments on that subject. 

Dr JAFAR was grateful to the Director-General for the statement he had made. 

He was glad to know that the Director-General was concerned with the interests of 

technical personnel and to have an assurance that the Director-General was making 

every effort to satisfy their needs. 

He had understood from the Director-General
1

 s remarks that the latter considered 

the main difficulty to bo, not sc： much the matter of salaries, but rather the non-

availability of that type of personnel. He would suggest, however, that that non-

availability might be due to the inadequate grade given to such professors. 

Professors working on a national level received special consideration in the light of 

their high technical qualifications and experience. He would not prolong the 

discussion on the pointy since it was essentially a matter of different points of 

view. He was glad to know that the Director-General was looking into the problem 

a v^iole and he would look forward to the résults. 



Field Actlvities (Supplement) 

Dr MOORE wished, in connexion with paragraph to draw the Board
f

 s attention 

to the view stated in paragraph 3 on page 125 of the Standing Committee^s report) in 

which the Standing Committee had expressed doubts as to the necessity fcr an increase 

of I 250 000 as compared with 1957 in the contingency provision for field activities 

in the European Region. 

Mr BOUCHER, Chairman of the Standing Committee on Administration and Finance^ 

explained that these doubts had been expressed because certain members of the Standing 

Committee had talc en the view that the budgetary situation with regard to that item 

did net differ from that of the previous year. He recalled that then an атошгЬ of 

I 250 000 had been included in the Supplement for the European Region on the assumption 

that the inactive Members would resume active participation in the Organization and 

would make a request for services, that amount being the Director-General^ estimate, 

or guess, of the sum involved. Tho Director-General had dcubled that figure to 

500 ООО in the Proposed Programme and Budget Estimates for 1953 and certain members 

of the Standing Coinmittee had not been entirely satisfied that there was any real 

reason fcr that increase， or indeed for any increase at all
0 

The CHAIRMAN pointed out that that question should more properly be considered in 

connexion with paragraph 6.4.4.3, within the estimates fcr the European Region。 

However^ if the Board wished to discuss that question immediately he would have no 

objection。 

Dr MUüRE agreed with tho Chairman
f

s suggestion. 



Detailed Consldgration of the Regional Programmes 

The CHAIRMAN invited the Board to consider the details of the regional programmes, 

in conjunction with the information given in Official Records No. 74. The Regional 

Directors had at previous meetings made statements on the Regional Committee reports 

as well as on the activities undertaken in their regions, but would be available at 

the present meeting to answer any specific points raised. He accordingly invited the 

Board to comment on both the budgetary and technical aspects of those programmes. 

Africa 

There were no comments. 

The Americas 

Dr BAQUERIZO AMADOH requested details on the source of funds for projects planned 

for Ecuador in endemo-epidemic diseases (page 1 7 � of Official Records No. 74). 

Dr GONZALEZ, Deputy Regional Director for the Americas, stated that provision 

hâd been made for funds relating to the National Institute of Health 'in Ecuador both 

in respect of 1957 and 1958 under projects in category TA-II. He recalled in that 

connexion that projects in that category would be implemented either if savings were 

effected in the implementation of category I projects or as replacements for category I 

projects which it had not been found possible to implement. The projects for leprosy 

control and smallpox eradication, shown in the document under the column "other extra-

budgetary funds", related to the PASO budget. The Directing Council of PASO had 

already approved the proposals for 1957. Those for 1958 should be considered as 

provisional, since no action would be taken until the next meeting of the Directing 

Council. 



South-East Asia 

There were no comments. 

Europe 

� 

The CHAIEMAN called attention to paragraph 6.4.4.3, to which Dr Moore had 

referred and on which the Chaiiraan of the Standing Committee on Administration and 

Finance had commented. He Invited tlje views of the Board. 

Dr C L A M wondered whether the Director-General could give any further information 

on the necessity for such a large increase, which would make the contingency provision 

for 1958 twice that for 1957. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL agreed that at the time of preparing the Proposed Progranmie 

and Budget Estimates for 1957 the amount estimated for the contingency reserve 

relating to resumption of participation of inactive Members had been a guess on the 

basis of his opinion of what the developments in that question would be in 1957. 

His estimates for 1958 were also a guess based on the best available information at 

the moment and he had increased his provision on the assumption that funds would be 

required in 1958 to cover a full year of projects relating to those Members whereas 

the 1957 funds would only be required to meet the costs for projects spreading over 

part of the year as it would naturally be impossible for projects to be initiated 

immediately. 

As he had already informed the Board in the documentation distributed, three 

inactive Members, namely, Albania, Bulgaria and Poland, had resumed active participa-

tion and, as the Board was aware, the Hungarian Government had requested, that arrange-

ments be made by the World Health Assembly with a view to its return to the Organiza-

tion. Moreover, information was available that the matter was under con-

sideration by the Governments of Czechoslovakia and the USSR. In those 



circumstances he had come tc the conclusion that an increase in the contingency 

provision would be necessary in order to supply full services in l95S
e
 Of course, 

the funds which would in fact be needed would depend on the number of inactive Members 

which resumed participation and on the assessments decided upon fcr that year。 The 

definitive situation fcr 1958 would depend therefore on what action was taken by the 

other inactive Members and he would accordingly perhaps be better placed to give 

informaticn at the forthcoming session of the World Health Assembly. 

He would, however, stress the need fcr taking into consideration certain 

additional factors such as participation of such Members in inter-country programmes 

in the European Region as well as the fact that the needs of returning Members would 

nc.t necessarily be the equivalent cf the average needs of the European Region and 

that assistance might therefore be required tc build up health services in particular 

countries and to undertake a training programme in that respect, which would involve 

assistance for fellcwships。 

№ BUUCHER, alternate to Sir John Charles, did not think that the position in 

respect of the contingency provision fcr 1958 was any different from what it had been 

fcr 1957, .leaving aside fcr the pro sent the question of whether he had considered 

that the provision made had been justifiable in respect of ].957
e 

Dr JAFAR asked what procedure inactive Members resuming participation would have 

to follow in requesting assistance from the Organization, and whether their requests 

would have to be considered by the Regional Committee
0 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL said that the procedure in that connexion wculd be limited to 

a consultation by the Regional Director with the ccuntries concerned! indeed, it was on 

the basis of such a procedure that the ccntingency provision had been adopted by the 

Assembly, Should the normal procedure of submitting requests to the Regional Committee 

have been follcwed^ it would not have been possible tc envisage granting assistance 

that same year. 



It was moreover iirçortant that the Board should bear in mind the consideration 

that the general total for the proposed Budget Estimates had increased for 1958 

as compared with 1957 and that the participation of inactive Members in the assess-

ments had correspondingly increased from ^ 1 Ô00 000 to � 2 200 ООО» It would not 

therefore accurately reflect the position to consider the increase in the 

contingency provision from 250 ООО to ¿ 500 ООО as separate from such a global 

trendy 

Dr MOORE asked for information on tho relationship of the contingency reserve 

for 1958 to the Supplementary Budget if all inactive Members did not resume 

participation^ 

Mr SIEGEL, Assistant Director-General
;
 Department of Administration and 

Finance, said an answer to that question would depend on which inactive Members 

returned to the Organization as the amounts of their assessments varied considerably 

and, as had been stated earlier, the amount available for the Supplemental Budget 

would depend on those assessments* It was hypothetically possible to envisage a 

situation whereby the assossmonts of the returning Members were less than the 

contingency reserve. For instance^ Albania， Bulgaria and Poland together constitu-

ted a total assessment of � 181 000 for 1957
1
 That sum would then be the total 

amount which the Director-General could use for his supplemental programme
; 

presumably giving priority to statutory obligations
}
 such as organizational 

meetings
;
 and distributing the remainder of the funds available in the best way-

possible, taking into account the Organization's total resources
л 



Mr BOUCHER said that the Directoi^General had rightly reminded .the Board that 

it was not considering the increase in the contingency provision in the context of 

a stable budget
e
 In that connexion, he reserved the right to‘comment on the 

principle of budgetary stabilization at some later stage. The Director-General 

had tended to suggest that further contributions would necessarily be used to 

provide additional services• He was unable to agree with that view as he was sure 

that a strain existed on certain aspects of the Organization's budget which should 

first be eased. For instance, additional funds would be needed to meet increased 

staff costs both in respect of 1957 and 1958, whether such costs were to be met 

from the Working Capital Fund or by a direct supplementary estimate for 1957, that 

latter alternative not yet having been considered. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL wished to clariiy the position. At no time had he 

intended to imply that the logical consequence of the resumption of active 

participation by inactive Members would be the immediate provision of full services 

to them. He recalled that the question of the utilization of the assessments of 

returning inactive Members had given rise to considerable discussion in the Health 

Assembly and in the Executive Board, the view having been e^ressed on the one hand 

that the assessments of the present active Members should be decreased, and, on the 

other, that such additional funds should be allocated with a view to increasing the 

volume of the Organization's programme of work, In view of the increase of the 

assessment of inactive Members from | 1 800 000 to $ 2 200 000, he had considered 

that an increase in the contingency provision of $ 250 000 represented a reasonable 

proportion. He had intended in his earlier statement to emphasize the need for 

considering expansion of the contingency provision in the light of the expansion 

of the total budget. 
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» BOUCHER apologized if he had misunderstood the Directoi^General�s remarks. 

He would, however, maintain his view that an increase from $ 250 000 to $ 500 000 

was too great. 

The CHAIRMAN pointed out that the Board would be required to take a position 

on that question since the Standing Committee had expressed doubts in the matter 

and the Board would have to report thereon to the Health Assembly, 

Professor PARISOT suggested that the simplest way to obtain the consensus of 

the Board would be to take a vote an the point at issue. 

Mr BOUCHER suggested that the Executive Board might merely convey- to the 

Health Assembly an expression of doubt as to the need for such an increase. 

Dr CLARK said that, in spite of the explanations which had been given, he 

still entertained some doubts as to whether such a large increase in the contingency 

reserve was necessary. He considered that it was somewhat early in the consideration 

of the matter to take a vote. The Board would have to consider the budget level 

as a whole and it might therefore be desirable for the size of the contingency 

reserve to be decided at that later stage. 

Dr SIRI would support that suggestion, 

bfr BOUCHER agreed that a decision might be deferred on the question, as 

suggested i 

It was so agreed» 



. • • • • . • ...... 
» - * •• ““ • 

Eastern Mediterranean 

There were no comments. 

Western Pacific 

There were no comments• 

Region Undesignated 

The CHAIRMAN invited the Chairman of the Standing Committee on Administraticm 

and Finance to comment, 

Mr BOUCHER, Chairman of the Standing Committee on Administration and Finance, 

recalled that the Standing Committee had concerned itself in some detail with the 

question of terminology as the title "Region Undesignated" did not appear to be a 

proper description of the activities listed thereunder. Background information 

had been supplied on the history of that title. It had been felt, however, that 

it would be desirable for the title to be amended at some later stage. The Standing 

Committee had not considered itself to be in a position to make a specific proposal 

in that connexion and the Director-General had undertaken to submit a suggestion in 

due course. 

Professor PARISOT had read with particular interest the report on Region 

Undesignated. He had been struck by the large number of comparatively unrelated 

items included under that heading and expressed the view that it might eventually 

become possible to classify those activities under certain broad groups, such as 

inter-regional activities, and liaison work, both of which were growing steadily In 

importance. 



Commenting on paragraph 6,4a7oll, he noted that general agreement had been 

expressed by the Standing Committee and Ъу the Director-General that the terminology-

relating to expert conaiittees and conferences should be reconsidered and a study made 

thereon at a later session of the Board, He recalled that in the past a satisfactory 

differentiation had been established between expert committees and study groups. 

He agreed with the Standing Committee-s recommendation in paragraph 8,14 concerning 

conferences covered under Appropriation Section 7。 

Dr JAFilR wondered whether the Director-General had had an opportunity of 

preparing for the consideration of the Board a suggested title to replace Region 
» 

Undesi gna �ved"
 0 

T‘h3 blRECTCI^aSNERAL was not yet in a position to make a final suggestion 

although пэ hac! given the matter some consideration, He believed that he could 

imdertaice tc suggest a new title for that Chapter to the session of the Executive 

Board lmm3di.ats]..y following the Tenth World Health Assemble 

Mr SAITA wished to comment on paragraph 6,4,7,6, relating to collaboration with 

the specialized agencies arising out of decisions taken by the United Nations Economic 

and Social Go'inci].. With reference to activities of the "community development" 

t7pe
s
 hs requested further information as to the manner in which the Directors-General 

proposed to util.iae the funds of ^ 25 000 for which provision had been made, and, in 

particularj how consultants would be used and what tjps of seminars and study groups 

were being c~.vis
a

.ped
0 

He thcurht that that type of programme^ with concerted effort by several agencies, 

w a

" valMo� however^ he could foresee di.ffi.cnlties in achieving the ideals 



expressed by the ifconomic and Social Council, some difficulties appearing almost 

insurmountable in technical as well as in administrative and budgetary fields. 

He was therefore of the opinion that the Directoi^General should exercise caution 

in making YfflO funds available to implement programmes of that nature. As experience 

wa& gained it might prove desirable to invest more in that particular type of activity. 

Dr KA.UL, Assistant Director-General^ Department of Mvisory Services, called 

attention to item 10
o
2 of the agenda, under which tha Iürector-General would r ^ o r t 

on WHO's participation in broad United Nations programmes in the social and economic 

fields。 The details of those activities could better be discussed at that juncture. 

He would, however；, call Mr Saita's attention to Official Records No. 74, 

Рч> 369, paragraph 3(d), which gave a description of the way in which it was expected 

that the funds would be utilized» He would further draw his attention to the fact 

that participation in some social and economic programmes of the United Nations had 

been undertaken as practical concerted action over the past four or five years, the 

most advanced programme being the programme of community development. Resolutions 

of the Economic and Social Council on industrialization, urbanization, housing and 

water resources were being implemented in the fprm of inter-agency programmes
9 

The Director-General had encountered difficulties in that he had not had the requisite 

information on the health aspects of those prograranes at ths time of preparing the 

Proposed Programme and Budget Estimates， since the cycle of programming varied 

considerably as between the United Nations and other specialized agencies. Furthermore 
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the Ebonomic afld Social Council was still in the experimental stage in deciding 

to which programmes concerted action should be directed, as well as the degree of 

co-ordinated action required. The Director-General, in his report on that subject 

(document EB19/49) had suggested ways of meeting those deficiencies of information. 

In the meantime, the interim measures containfed in Official Records No. 74 had been 

suggested. 

Mr SAITA said he had had no intention of raising any serious objections to 

that expenditure, but had merely wished to urge caution. Indeed, esqperience might 

show that large-scale contributions would be desirable in the future, 

Dr MOORE stressed the importance of co-ordinating the activities of the United 

Nations and its specialized agencies, fdiich he noted was the responsibility of the 

Administrative Committee on Co-ordination. 

He then asked why WHO was proposing to pay for the secretarial services and 

Arty travel of medical advisers responsible for liaison with UNICEF
1

в regional 

offices and headquarters. 

Mr SIEGEL said that the Board would remember the progress during the past 

ten years in regulating the financial relations between UNICEF and WHO. The 

ptevlsion described in paragraph 3(b) on page 369 of Official Records N o , 74 

eonstituted the final staf-e in that process on completion of which ТШО would be 

Htfly financing its own staff engaged in joint activities with UNICEF. 
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Dr JliFIiR was unable to understand why WHO should continue to maintain liaison 

officers at UNICEF»s headquarters and regional offices now that Ш0«з regional 

directors and regional advisers examined carefully any joint projects, 

Mr SIEGEL stated, with regard to tho general policy of maintaining liaison 

officers at New York, Paris and Bangkok that WHO had made budgetary provision for 

their salaries for several years. 

Dr JAEAR explained that he was questioning the need for such liaison officers, 

whose posts had been created before 'WHO«s regional directors had begun to scrutinize 

projects submitted to UNICEF by governments, 

The GHAJEMAN considered that Dr Jafar had brought up an inportant issue of 

general policy. 

The DISECTOR-GEMER/Jj also considered, that the question was an inçortant one for 

the relations between v®0 and UNICEF which had been built up over a period of years. 

Medical advisers had been attached to UNIGSF's headquarters and regional offices so 

as to acquaint UNICEF with the nature and purpose of MHO»s plans as well as to 

ensure that the programmes of the two were dovetailed. It had also been felt 

that technical advice on health matters should be given by "WHO medical officers and 

the need for such advisers at' UNICEF's headquarters still remained. The reason for 

maintaining liaison officers at UNICEF»s regional offices was that the delimitation 

of regions was different in the two organizations, The UNICEF Regional Office at 

Bangkok covered South-east Asia, the Vfestern Pacific and even one country in the 

Eastern Mediterranean region, so that 'WHO'S adviser to that office was responsible 



for co-ordination with three of Ш0>з Regional Offices
#
 Again UNICEF's Regional 

Office at Paris covered both Europe and Africa, so that ШО^ s adviser had to co-

ordinate programmes for two of "WHO*s regions, As UNICEF had now transferred шпу 

of the functions formerly performed by its Regional Office for the ûmericas in Lima 

to its Headquarters at New York, ШСИз adviser had been withdrawn from Lima, Those 

arrangements were designed to ensure smooth working relations and a better under-

standing by UNICEF of the medical aspects of joint projects» 

Regional Offices 

There was no comment on Section 7 of the Standing Committee's report• 

Expert Coimuittens nnd Conferences 

Mr BOUCHER, Chairman of the Standing Committee on Administration and Finance, 

stated that the Standing Cominittee had discussed Appropriation Section 7 at 

considerable length and had expressed concern at the substantial increase in the 

appropriation under that head and in the number of moetings planned for expert 

comittoes and conferences during 1958 compared to 1957. A summary of its views 

would be found in paragraph 8ДЗ of its report» While the Committee had not felt 

able to suggest the postponement of any specific committee or conference it had 

considered that the Board should examine the relative merits of each one of them 

with a view to a possible reduction in the estimates• 

Dr СШЖ said that the increase of almost fifty per с ont. in the total estimate 

was a striking one for a single item. The Board should carefully consider tho value 

of each expert committee so as to establish whether any could be deferrod» 



/ 

Dr SUAEîEZ congratulated the expert committees^ which were one of the most 

useful of "WHO» s activities
 f
 on the valuable work so far accomplished^ and considered 

that their findings deserved wide dissemination. The increase in the proposed 

estimates was not so enormous
 >
 particularly in view of the new subjects ̂  such as 

atomic energy, to be tackled. Expert committees were so important that although 

some meetings might be doferred he would not agree to a reduction in the total 

estimates, 

0 

Professor PiiHISOT agreed with Dr 3uarez
>
 but suggested that the Board might 

recommend that the Secretariat prepare a report for examination at a subsequent 

session explaining the differences between study groups, expert committees and 

conferences, and their relative advantages• 

The СШШШМ agreed that such a document would be useful. 

Dr SIRI fully endorsed Dr Suarez^s views that appropriations for expert 

committeos and conferences should not be cut, because their discussions and con-

clusions were of the utmost value both to professional and scientific circles as 

well as to the general public who were anxious to keep abreast of the latest 

information from tho best qualified exports
# 

He supported Professor Parisot's suggestion. 

Professor PiJIISOT, referring to paragraph 8.11^ asked whether the intention was 

for the expert committee on medical rehabilitation to establish general policy 

con corning form, principios and aims，rather than to discuss rehabilitation problems 

in general^ a subject very vast in scope
л 



Dr KAUL stated that Professor Parisotis question had been discussed by the 

Standing Committee and members had been informed, that the Social Commission of the 

United Nations had given the subject of rehabilitation high priority and ILO 

and UNESCO had also given it a good deal of attention. As Ш0 was responsible 

for providing adequate guidance concerning the medical aspects of the problem the 

Direotor-Goneral had felt it neeessary to seek the advice of an expert committee 

which was to consider the medical rehabilitation of persons suffering from physical 

disabilities of a locomotor type but not those resulting from cardiovasoulai 

diseases or tuberculosis. 

In answer to a question by the CHAIRMAN he stated that disability resulting 

from chronic rheumatic diseases would be included. 

Dr FURI emphasized the need for defining the term "rehabilitation" more 

precisely and suggested that for the present purpose it might have too broad a 

connotationi Perhaps in the context the term "rehabilitation of the physically 

handicapped" would be more accurate. 

Professor RâRISOT said that Dr Puri's suggestion would be acceptable if the 

study was not intended to include mental disturbances. 

The СНЛ1ШШ observed that he had raised the same point in the Standing 

Committeep 

Dr KAUL said that the Committee's terms of reference were described in section 

5.2.3 on page 49 of Official Records No, 74. It would not touch upon mental handi-

caps and would confine itself to permament physical locomotor disabilities. 



Professor PARISOT observed that in that event "medical rehabilitation" was too 

broad a term. Psychosomatic disturbances often occurred among the physically handi-

capped and should be taken into account, but not purely mental handicaps. The 

ConsTiittee itself should be consulted about its own title so that there should be no 

oonfusion about the soope of its study
e 

Dr CLARK asked whether the study would Ъе extended to the blind^ the partially 

sighted and the deaf。 

Dr ИШ urged，without wishing to anticipate the Committee• s terms of reference》 

that persons mutilated as a consequence of leprosy should not be overlooked, 

Dr DIAZ COLLER believed there were no grounds for questioning the usefulness 

of an expert committee on medical rehabilitation, since much interest had been 

evinced in the subject。 

The CHAIRMAN pointed out that the scope of the Committee ̂  s inquiry had been 

questioned； not the utility of the Committee itself. Clearly one committee could 

not encompass all the problems of rehabilitation。 

Dr KAIJL replied to Dr Clark
1

 s question in the negative. 

As it was necessary to limit the scope of the discussions during the Committee*s 

first meeting, they were to be confined to problems of the physically handicapped 

and the organization of rehabilitation services, concerning which several governments 

had asked for advice« 



Dr SÜAREZ considered that the subject was so intricate that it might be prefer-

able to decide later whether the Committee should concern itself solely with 

physical handicaps in the strict sense» 

Dr CLARK said that the Committee might more accurately be described as con-

cerned with those suffering from locomotor muscular disability« That definition was 

both more precise and would prescribe a more practicable task. In some countries 

rehabilitation of the pl^ysically handicapped was understood to embrace a wider field 

than that envisaged for the present study. 

The CHAIRMAN agreed, 

Dr SIRI wondered whether the matter did not require further thought¿ Indeed, 

perhaps the Committee itself would be better qualified to decide its own terms of 

reference. 

The DIRECTOR-GEIMAL suggested that it would be wise not to confuse considera-

tion of the Committee*s title with its agenda。 The United Nations had given high 

priority to studies conner bed with the rehabilitation of the physically handicapped 

and it was now time for WHO, which in the past had not kept pace with the work being 

done in that domain by other organizations, to co-operate. Later it might be 

found that other than strictly locomotor disabilities should be examined, perhaps 

by a different set of experts。 

The CHAIRMAN observed that the responsibility for drawing up the Committeeîs 

agenda might be left to the Director—General• 

He then asked whether the Board felt it could follow the suggestion contained in 



the last sentence of paragraph 8,13 of the Standing Committee^s report, that the 

relative merits of the expert committees should be assessed in order possibly to 

effect some reduction in the estimates. 

Dr SIRI reiterated his conviction that no reduction should be jnade in the 

provision for expert committees and conferences
 #
 He doubted whether much would be 

gained from trying to establish an order of importance among the subjects dealt with 

by expert committees； a task which might demai^d interminable discussion. Personally 

he noted with some concern a tendency to view with horror any proposal for an 

increase in the estimates though it was, of course, most laudable that the Board 

should carefully scrutinize the budgetary proposals and seek to ensure th© strictest 

economy and that funds were put to the proper use* 

In a world where new scientific discoveries were constantly being made it was 

essential to ensure that the views of the most eminent experts should be made widely 

available. 

Dr PURI urged that the reports of expert coranittees be given wide circulation 

and reach medical schools, health administrations, and all interested persons
e 

There could be no question of tho value of those reports but it was natural for a 

body responsible for scrutinizing the budget to carefully examine ал y proposed 

increases in appropriations so as to ensure that they were both justified and not 

disproportionate
#
 He personally would like to see that there was no duplication 

of work among the various committees and conferenees financed by Ш0 and felt that 

it would b© of interest to examine the subject matters of those meetings. 



Dr SUAREZ^ stressing the value of expert committees and study groups, said 

that, for example, in the sphere of rabies control, without such international co-

operation the results already attained would have been impossible» He believed 

that the Standing Committee had not necessarily wished to suggest the elimination 

of any of the expert committees but only that better co-ordination be achieved. As 

travel costs had risen, if the appropriation were cut some reduction in the work, 

which he would oppose, would be inevitable. He agreed with Dr Puri that the reports 

of expert committees should receive wider circulation and publicity. 

D r BAQUERIZO AMADOR was also opposed to reducing the provision for expert 

committees and conferences. It would be difficult to classify them in order of 

importance since judgement would naturally be subjective^ 

The meeting rose at P»m# 


