
W O R L D H E A L T H 
O R G A N I Z A T I O N 

ORGANISATION MONDIALE 
DE LA SANTÉ 

EXECUTIVE BOARD EBl9/Min/l Rev.l 
1 March 1957 

Nineteenth Session 
ORIGINAL: ENGLISH 

MINUTES OF THE FIBST MEETING 

Palais des Nations, Geneva 

Tues'áljy: 15 January 195Y at 10 a.m. 

CHAIRMAN: Professor G. A . CANAFERIA 

CONTENTS 

Page 

1. Opening of the session 5 

2. Appointment of an Acting Vice-Chairman S 

Membership of the Standing Committee on 

Non-ííovernraental Organizations and the 

Committee on Malaria Eradication Ю 

4. Appointment of rapporteurs U 

5 . Adoption of the agenda U 

6. Order of business 13 

'7. Review of WHO agreements with other specialized agencies • • . . l6 

3 . Peaceful uses of atomic energy ) IT 

Report of the Study Group on Radiological Units ) 

and Radiological Protection ) 

Repost of the Study Group on the Effect of 

Radiation on Human Heredity 



EB19Atin/l Rev.l - 2 -

First Meeting 

Tuesday, 15 January 1957， at 10 a.m. 

Present Designating Country 

Professor G. A . C A M P E R I A , Chairman Italy 

Dr R . PHARAON, Vice-Gbairman Saucü Arabia 

D r T. 

Dr丨 

C . PÜRI (alternate to 

С. К. Lakshmanan), Acting Vice-Chairman India 

Dr В. 

Dr丨 

M . CLARK (alternate to 

J. J. D u Pré Le Roux), Rapporteur Union of South Africa 

Dr E . SUCIEZ, Rapporteur Chile 

Dr R . AZUMA Japan 

Sir John CHARLES United Kingdom of Great 

Britain and Northern Ireland 

Dr Dia E . EL-CHATTI Çyria 

Dr M . JAFAR Pakistan 

Dr MAUNG MAUNG GTI Burma 

Dr P . E , M00RE Canada 

Professor J . PARISOT France 

Professor N. N. PESONEN Finland 

Dr A . de SILVA TRAVASSOS Portugal 

Dr L . SIRI Argentina 

Dr R . TUMBOKON (alternate to 

ЮГ A . C . Regala) Philippirxee 



Representatives of the United Nations and Specialized Agencies 

United Nations 

Technical Assistance Board 

International Labour Organization 

Food and Agriculture Organization 

Mr A . 

Mr C. 

PELT 

REHLING 

Mr P . OBEZ 

Mr M . 

Dr R . 

ROBERT 

MURRAY 

D r W . R . AYKROTD 

Observers for Inter-governmental and Non-goverroiental Organizations 

International Bureau for the Protection 

of Industrial Property-

league of Arab States 

Mr J. SECRETAN 

Mr Z. KiJBBANI 

Dr M , E l W A U L 
Mr A . BAIADI 

International Association of 

Microbiological £ooietio3 

International Association for the 

Prevention of Blindness 

International Conrnittee of Catholic Nurses 

International Committee of the Red Cross 

International Council of Nurses 

International Dental Federation 

International Hospital Federation 

International League against Rheumatism 

International Organization against Trachoma 

International Society for the Welfare 

of Cripples 

International Union for Child Welfare 

Professor E . GRASSET 

Dr H. HABEGGER 

Misa M . CALLOU 

Professor E. GRASSET 

Mrs G. VERNET 

Dr C. L. BOUVIER 

Mr W . F . VETTER 

Dr K. M . WALTHÜRD 

Dr H. HABEGGER 

Miss A. MDSER 

Miss A . MDSER 

International Union for Health Education 

of the Public Mr L. VIBOHEL 



E B 1 9 / M i n A R
e v
, i 

League of Red Cross Societies 

World Federation for Mental Health 

Щг1й Medical Association 

World Veterans Federation 

Dr F . DAUBENTON 
Dr Z. S . HANTGHEF 

D r A . AÜDEOUD-NAVILLE 

D r J； MAÏSTRE 

Mr R . GUICHARNAUD 

Secretary: Dr M . 0 . CAMDAO 

Director-General 



ЕВ19/М1пД R o v
0
l 

1 . OPENING OF THE SESSION. Item 1 - 1 of the Provisional Agenda 

The CHAIRIí/Ш declared open the nineteenth session of the Executive Board and 

welcomed its members, particularly those attending for the first time， пашЗу 

Dr Moore, designated to replace Dr Cameron, Dr Traíbokon,who was replacing Dr R e g a l a , 

and Dr Puri,alternate to Dr Lakshmanan. He also welcomed Mr Pelt, Director of the 

European Office of the United Nations and representative of the Secretary-General, 

as w e l l as the represeiïbatives of specialized agencies and infeer-governmental and 

non-governmental organizations• Their presence was testimony of their interest in 

W H O
!

s work and the Board was glad to have oh© benefit of their collaboration in the 

common task of improving the health and well-being of the peoples of the world-

The Board was faced w i t h a heavy programme of work and should be inspired by a 

sense of responsibility and devotion in reaching its decisions. He knew that he 

aould count on the co-operation and. understanding of members in the forthcoming 

debates, which would again be marked by a spirit of mutual tr\ist and friendship. 

As always, the most important item on the Agenda was the consideration of the 

Proposed Programme and Budget Estimates for 1958^ both of which reflected the work 

and development of the Organization» The documentation prepared by the Secretariat 

enabled members to trace the stages through which WHO had passed since its inception, 

the main lines of policy, and the f"undaiiiental trends in its continuous advance, and 

to evaluate the results achieved and future possibilities • At a time when the 

Organization
1

 s tenth anniversary was approaching 】fembers could f e e l proud of what 

had been achieved during so brief a period and congratulate themselves upon the 
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prestige won by W H O among international organizations working for the welfare of 

humanity. Thanks to the efforts and ability of two D ire с t ors -Ge ne ral
 9
 an instrument 

capable of ensuring the effective operation of highly elaborate services had taken 

shape and had progressively been improved. Activities at the centre had been 

harmoniously integrated with the work being done in individual countries through 

the regional offices, thus enabling the Organization at once to decentralize its 

activity and to maintain a unified policy. Technical and advisory services at 

Headquarters provided guidance and the technical basis for programmes. Projects 

were planned in each country according to its needs and each regional office in 

turn established the general framework of the programme, so that national health 

services might be strengthened. 

The development of Wffi)
f

s w o r k was not the result of a lucky improvization bufc 

had been built on a solid foundation of technical experience and medical progress 

which determined, the instruments and methods of health policy» Scientific research 

which W H O was responsible for co-ordinating thus remained the cornerstone on which 

the Organization must base its role of guiding and co-ordinating international 

health w o r k . It was gratifying to observe the confidence WHO had w o n and the 

valuable help it was being voluntarily accorded by scientific institutions in all 

countries• Considerable advantage had been derived from its modest conbribubions 

to such research, the co-ordinated results of which formed the basis of the work 

done at Headquarters, while the analysis of world knowledge and experience carried 

out b y expert committees showed the way for the future• W H O
T

s work in that sphere 

was illustrated b y the fourteen reports, to be examined at the present session, from 

expert committees which had concluded their task, as well as by the thirty expert 



committees and study groups proposed in the programme for 1958. The variety of 

subjects dealt with w a s a measure of the scope of WHO'S activities,and he drew 

special attention to the fresh ençihasis on problems of increasing importance for 

health services anxious not to be overtaken by the rapid evolution of events. The 

programme drawn tç> b y the Director-Goneral concerning health problems created b y 

the peaceful uses of atomic erisrgy had already been launched and the Board had to 

examine the first reports of the Study Group on Radiological Units and Radiological 

Protection and of the Study Group on the Effect of Radiation on Huraan Heredity, as 

well as the new activities planned £ov 1953. 

He also wished to draw attention to another stucty which, In his opinion, was 

no less important, concerning health problems caused b y the progressive introduction 

of automation, showing that the Director-General was conscious of the rapid, 

appearance of new factors in modern life which could affect the physical and mental 

iisalth of m a n . 

New trends marked by a wider conception and greater nniforml±y i n the different 

programmes were revealing themselves in the direct help being given to countries 

•through regional offices. Specific projects to meet urgent needs were giving w a y 

to long-term programmes integrated with the balanced development of health services 

as a vdaole. It was encouraging to note, as pointed out in the Director-General » s 

report, that countries were increasingly seeking t o make the best possible use of 

WHO's services and resources not only in the execution but also in the preparation 

of their national plans, but national efforts coupled with international help could 

not be entirely successful unless there were adequate numbers of properly trained 

medical and auxiliary personnel. The shortage of such personnel was still one of 
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the greatest obstacJ as to the d e v e l o p m t . c.f health-services^ 

to see that training programmes were being given priority in all regions „ one of 

WHO'S most significant acMeve^ients in that doaiain. Howsvar, numbers were not enough 

and it was also important to inDrove quality and to adapt professional training to 

t-h-e new responsibilities which had to be shouldered by medical personne 1 in the 

modern world, where they were responsible for "bte haalth of individuals and the 

community, WHC should tlierefo-e devote greater attenrbion to studying and suggesting 

changes in medical training. 

In the broader view, W H O
1

 s work could no.t be concjidered separately from the wider 

action being undertaken b j the United liatioaa in its programme for economic and social 

development with the aim оГ assuring the prosperity and security of mankind. A firm 

and long-established collaboration existed between WHO, the United Natdons and .[..，• 

other specialized agencies and their co-ordinated efferts and ths division of 

responsibilities liad proved satisfactory, Similarly, fruitful co-operation in 

professional and technical matters had bsen established with the growing numbers of 

non-government-al organizations admitted into official rslationship with W H O , from 

which the latter should derive поге ЬелэГ:1"Ь。 

He recalled that the Ninth ¥o.rld Health Assembly^ in its resolution WHA.9.9, had 

aimed at facilitating ths r e t ^ n t.o the Organisation of Members that had not been 

participating actively for some years. Sines then two of the inactive Members had 

notified the Direc-tor-Ck'.nci-al of thsir acce.pt.ance of the conditions contained in 

that resolution and of .bheir resumption oZ «ct.ive participation. The Board would 

welcoms that news and expiess the hops that other inactive Jfembers would return so 

that the Organization might enco again achieve the imivsrsalitj necessary to the 
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accomplishment of its mission, and the supplementary programme, submitted by the 

Director-General since the previous year, would become an integral part of the actual 

programme of the Organization, 

Satisfaction with what had already been achieved should not obscure what yet 

remained to be done. The task must be faoed with energy and confidence., though in a 

world overshadowed by anxiety it was sometimes difficult to remain optimistic. In 

other international assemblies, those responsible for the future of the world were 

striving to resolve difficulties and restore faith in peaceful co-existence and 

constructive co-operation. All men of good will would wish them success, The task 

of WHO as the guardian of health was undoubtedly more modest, but he felt that present 

difficulties should not make Members despair of the future but, on the contrary
#
 encoura》 

them to pursue their efforts in the conviction that by protecting health an important 

contribution was being made to the happiness and security of all peoples• 

2. APPOINTMENT OF AN ACTING VICE-CHAIRMAN 

The CHAIRMAN pointed out that Dr Lakshraanan, one of the two Vice-Chairmen appointed 

at the eighteenth session under Rule 12 of the Board's Rules of Procedure, had been 

prevented from attending the present session. He felt it important to make some 

appropriate arrangement, particularly as the Chairman and two Vice-chairmen served on 

the Léon Bernard Foundation Committee and the Darling Foundation Committee. Members 

were aware that under Rule 15 of the Rules of Procedure
#
 if the Chairman was unable 

to complete his term of office a new Chairman was elected for the remaining period. 

Though no such specific provision existed to cover the present case he recalled that 

during the Board's fifteenth session, in the absence of one of the Vice-Chairmen elected 

under Rule 12 during the session immediately following the Assembly, another Vice-
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The D I R E C T O R - Œ I Œ R A L pointed out that Dr Lakstomnan, elected during the 

eighteenth session, continued to be a member of the Board. As he was unable to 

attend the present session, Dr Puri had been designated to act as his alternate. 

Therefore, he had not been replaced by Dr Puri, and the action taken during the 

seventeenth session did not seem quite applicable because, on that occasion, Dr Mochtar 

had actually been replaced, so that the office of one of the Vice-Chairraen had fallen 

vacant and had had to be filled. There was no procedural objection to appointing an 

Acting Vice-Chairraan, but Dr Lakshmanan could not be replaced b y another Vice-Chalrman 

until his term of office had expired at the twentieth session. 

The CHAIRHAII called for nominations for an Acting Vice-Chairman. 

Dr JAFAR proposed Dr Puri. 

Dr MOORE and Dr SIRI seconded the proposal. 

Decision: Dr Puri was nominated Acting Vice-Chairman during the absence of 

Dr Lakshmanan. “ 
ч 

3 . MEMBERSHIP OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS AMD THE 
COMMITTEE ON M L 4 R I A ERADICATION 

The CHAIRMAN suggested that absent members of committees should be replaced by 

their alternates. Thus, Dr Clark and Dr Diaz Coller would replace Dr D u Pré Le Roux 

and D r Zozaya, respectively, in the Standing Committee on Non-Governnental Organizations 

and Dr Ptari and Dr Diaz Coller would, replace Dr Lakshmanan and Dr Zozaya in the 

Committee on Malaria Eradication. 
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4 . APPOINTMENT OF RAPPORTEURS: Item 1.2 of the Provisional Agenda 

The СНАПйШ, recalling that the Board appointed two rapporteurs at each session, 

said that he assumed it would wish to re-appoint Dr Suárez, гйю had held office during 

the eighteenth session. 

Decision: Dr Suárez was elected Rapporteur. 

The СН&1ИМ/Ш asked for nominations for the second Rapporteur,他。shotild 

preferably be English-speaking. 

Dr JAFAR proposed Dr Clark. 

Professor PESONEN seconded the nomination. . 

Decision; Dr Clark was elected Rapporteur. 

5 . ADOPTION OF THE A Œ N D A : Item 1.3 of the Provisional Agenda 

( D o c m e n t s EB19/1 and Add.l) 

The CHAIRMAN, calling /or comments on the provisional agenda, drew attention to the 

supplementary agenda containing three additional items circulated in document EB19/1 AdcUl 

Professor PESONEN proposed that item 7.4.1 be taken early during the session so 

that the Regional Director for Europe could take up his appointment as early as possiblej 

perhaps even by 1 February. 

Dr d a SILVA TRAVASSOS seconded the proposal. 

Decision: The proposal was adopted. 
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Dr DOROLLE, Deputy Director-Gene ral stated that item 9*2 should b e deleted, since 

there was nothing to report on arrears of contributions in respect of OIHP. 

Item 2s3 should also be deleted as no documents had been prepared on the subject 

and there was no need to study it during the present session. 

Dr SIRI regretted that there was not enough information to enable the Board to 

discuss the evaluation of activities during its present session because the subject was 

of fundamental importance^ particularly in regard to projects under way or nearly 

conqpleted* The discussion would greatly assist governments in evaluating their own 

projects and plans for the organization of their health services • He therefore 

believed the Director-General should be asked to prepare a report, however brief, for 

consideration during the nineteenth session。 

The DIRECTOïWîEMERAL explained that item 2 ,3 had been included under Rule 9(g) 

of the Rules of Procedure for the reasons outlined by Dr Siri and because he had 

believed that the Board would wish to have a progress report • He had also intended 

to submit a general plan for a pilot study in one country, but difficulties at the 

end of the previous year had made it impossible to prepare a document, and in addition 

no final agreement had been reached with any country on the type of pilot study to be 

madô# He therefore advised the Board，which already had a heavy; agenda requiring a 

great deal of documentation, to defer consideration of the item until the Secretariat 

had had an opportunity of preparing the necessary material. 

/ 
Dr SUAREZ hoped that the item could be discussed at the following session

# 

The CHAIRMAN hoped that Dr Siri would not insist on asking the Secretariat to 

prepare an additional report since the agenda was already a long one. 

Dr SIRI said that he was perfectly aware that the Secretariat had had a great 

deal of w o r k preparing for the present session, and that it would be unreasonable to 

insist upon further docvirents
e
 Nevertheless，he wished to mention that Argentina 
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was particularly intei^ested in a pilot study* on evaluation because it was preparing 

a health services development plan with the assistance of Ш 0 , and a survey was being 

conducted by e::perts who would advise the government about the broad lines on "which 

those services should be organized. A new federal province recently established^ 

where general features common to other countries mre to be found, might profitably 

form the subject of such a study. He believed the Board ought to take a decision 

and inform the goverranent
t
 At all events, the matter must be taken up at the 

forthcoming session. 

The СЫА1ШАЫ thanked Dr Siri for not insisting on the Board
1

 s taking up item 2
#
3 

at the present session. 

He then stated that two reports, one by the Expert Committee on Rabies 

(document EB19/60) and another by the Joint FAO/WHO Expert Committee on Food 

Additives (document SB19/63)， which had not been circulated within the prescribed 

time limit, were now available • As they were both important^ he hoped there would 

be no objection to their being discussed at the present session» 

It was so agreed. 

Decision; The Provisional Agenda as amended, and the Supplementary Agendr.j 

were adopted. 

6
#
 ORDER OF BUSINESS 

The CHAIRMAN proposed that items 9.3 and 9•厶 be referred to the Standing 

Committee on Administration and Finance. 
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It was so agreed. 

The СКкШ'Ш announced that the Government of Israel had informed the 

Director-General of its desire to participate in the deliberations on item 7,5. 

He proposed that the item be taken up at 10 a.m. on Friday, 18 Januaiy, so that in 

accordance with Rule 3 of the Rules of Procedure the Director-General could give 

that State adequate notice. 

It was so agreed.. 

The СЫА1Ш-Ш1 said that as the Philippines Government had not signified, its 

intention of attending the discussion on iten 7.7.1 in reply to the communication 

addressed to it, there was no need to fix a date for consideration of that item in 

advance. Since the permanent representative of Canada was in Geneva, the date for 

taking up supplementary item 3 could be decided two or three days beforehand. 

The CHAIRMAN invited the Chairman of the Standing Committee on Administration 

and Finance to report on that Committee's work. 

№ BOUCHER, alternate to Sir John Charles and Chairman of the Standing 

Committee on Administration and Finance, said that the Standing Committee had 

concluded its examination of the items referred to it. Its main report was at an 

advanced stage of preparation and, if it could be arranged for the Coramittee to meet 

the following Thursday afternoon, the report would be ready for submission to the 

Executive Board at the beginning of the following week. 
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The C H á l H M N ccnraended the Chairman :.f the Standing Committee on Administration 

and Finance on that Comnittee's excellent w o r k . He proposed that the Standing 

Ccmraittee should meet on Ttoxsday^ 17 January, at 4 p . m
0
 following a short meeting 

cf the Board. Ha further euggssted that the Standing Ccroittee on Non-gcnrermental 

Organizations and the С-imittee en GUts cr Bequests should also meet at the same 

time, and that the Conmittee
 ;
cn l^laria Eradication should meet at 9 a . m . on 

Friday^ 13 January, tefore the Executive Board met at 10 a
e
m . 

It was so agreed» 
• i • II- • I r I - • * - • 

The CHAIRMAN suggested that
;
 as item 2,2 of the agenda called for urgent 

•consideration^ the B^ard s h ^ l d take up first cf a l l the related item 10。5 fcllcwed 

by item 2 . 2 . fâe Board could then deal with items 7.4.1 and 12 Д concerning the 

office of the Rsgicnal Director for Europe, and proceed to consider the reports cf 

the expert comn.ltt-ees and other technical questions until the report of the Standing 

Committee on Adbinistration and Finance was available to i t . 

That procedure 诚as adoptgd, 

The C H A I R A N proposed that the Board should adopt the following time-table for 

its meetings? 9.30 H fcc 12„ЗЭ p , n” with a break at 1 1 a , m ” and 2.30 p.n, to 

5,30 p
e
m

4 J
 with a break at 4 р

0
п, 

It was so agreed^ 
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7 . REVIEW OF W H O AGREEMENTS WITH OTHER SPECIALIZED AGENCIES
 $
 Icera ID 5 -f 

the Agenda (Basic Documents 7th E d ” pages 53， 57 and 6lj Document EB19/42) 

The CHAIRMAN invited the Deputy Director.«General to introduce the item, 

The DEPUTY DIRECTQR^GEÎŒSAL recalled that the Organization had i n 1 9诏 

concluded agreements with the International Labour Organisation, the Food and 

Agriculture Crganizatioo^ and the United Nations Educational, Scientific and 

Cultural Organization^ and that those agreements contained an article concerning 

revision and r e v i e w . No such review had as yet tdcen place and the Director-General 

considered that, particularly in view of the setting up of the new International 

A t c m i c А

§
епс

У^ "
 w a s

 inrsrtant t o ascertain that the Board and the Assembly 

W e r e

 satisfied with the form of those agreements. Иге three specialized 

agencies concerned had been consulted b y the Director-General and had state 3 that 

they were completely satisfied with the form and content of the agreements. The 

Secretariat of ШО also considered that those agreements were sar.isfactozy and that 

they facilitated co-operation between the agencies c;nc3rned and avoided duplication 

of w o r k . 

Ifc was therefore suggested that the Executive Board should^ if it agreed with 

that inform the World Health Assembly that it had re-examined the agreements 

and found them satisfactory and that it did not consider any revision necessary, 

Prcfessor PARISOT remarked thet the need for collaboration between WHO and the 

other specialized agencies^ as w e l l as with the proposed International Atomic Energy 

Agency) was clearly apparent. The co-operation hitiierto achieved had given 

excellent results and it w a s important, both from the aspect of economy and in the 



interest of the effectiveness of the Organization's work, that it should be 

strengthened further. Accordingly, be believed that the Board should adopt a 

resolution as outlined by the Deputy Director-General. 

The CHAIRMAN then drew the Board's attention to the draft resolution contained 

on page 2 of document EB19/^2. 

Decision i The resolution was adopted (see resolution EB19.R1). 

8 . PEACEFUL USES OP ATOMIC ENERGY: Item 2.2,of the Agenda (Resolution ША9.5杯； 

“ Documents ЕВ19/几
1

 EB19/37 Add.l and SB19/37 Add.2) 

REPORT OP THE STUDY GROUP ON RADIOLOGICAL UNITS AND RADIOLOGICAL PROTECTICNï 

Item 2.9。1 of the Agenda (Document EB19/21) 

REPORT OF THE STUDY GROUP ON THE EFFECT OF RADIATION ON HUMAN HEREDITY： 
Item 2.9,2 of the Agenda (Document ЕВ19ЛО) 

The CHAIRMAN invited the Deputy Director-General to introduce the item on the 

peaceful uses of atomic energy. It would be desirable, as they related to the эшпе 

subject, to consider also at the present juncture the reports of the Study Group on 

Radiological Units and Radiological Protection and of the Study Group on the Effect 

of Radiation on Human Heredity, 

iEhe DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL first of all introduced the Director-General's 

report on the peaceful uses of atomic energy (document EB19/37). Two addenda had 

been distributed to that reports Addendum 1., which had been prepared at the request 

of a member of the Standing Committee on Administration and Finance with a view to 

obtaining a general outline of the Organization's activities in the field of atomic 

1

 Reproduced as Annex 5 to Off, P.ec. Wld Hlth Org. ]в_ 
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energy in 1958 in order to facilitate consideration cf the Proposed Programme and 

Budget Estimatesj, and Addendum 2
;
 which related to the decisions taken by the UNESCO 

General Conference at its ninth session and b y the Governing- Body of the International 

Labour Office at its 133rd session regarding the desirability of co-operation with 

the proposed International Atomic Energy Agency. He would add to the information 

given in that document that the Director-General of UNESCO had been instructed Ъу 

the UNESCO Executive Board be initiate negotiations with the Preparatory Commission, 

The question of the peaceful usee of atomic energy had been included in the 

agenda as a separate item, as the subject was still t^-o new to be taken solely as 

part of the Annual Report of the Dixector-Ganeral or of the Proposed Programme and 

Budget Estimates》 particularly in view cf the important matter of co-operation with 

the proposed International Atomic Energy Agency» It would seem, however, that the 

item might be thvis integrated from the following year onwards „ He reealled that 

the Executive Board had^ at its fifteenth session) expressed its support of 

collaboration with that agency in resoluti;n EB15 »R21
;
 and that that decision had 

been approved b y the World Health Assembly in resolution WHA8,34. 

The United Nations Advisory C。mmittee on the Peaceful Uses of Atomic Energy 

had raised the possibility cf convening a second international conference on atomic 

energy in 1958,but WHO had expressed the view that) as far as the medical a n d 

biological aspects of the question were concerned,, that would perhaps be a premature 

step since there was at present insufficient evidence of new developments to justify 

a further meeting cf that type
B 

The Administrative Committee on Co-ordination and itb Sub-C^rmalttee Atomic 

Energy had given much attention to the problem of co-ordination of the work of the 
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specialized agencies. Some inevitable overlapping would occur on certain points, 

as existedj for instance^ between WHO and FAO and Ш0 and UNESCO, but he considered 

that to be probably necessary and fruitful in the sense that it facilitated joint 

work between the agencies concerned. 

The activities of the United Nations Scientific Committee on the Effects of 

Atomic Radiation went beyond those of VJHO since the United Nations Committee did not 

confine itself to the study of the effects of the peaceful uses of atomic energy 

but included the effects of military uses. However^ since joint points of interest 

existed, WHO had been invited to participate in the Coiranittee
1

 s session in 

October 1956 with the right to take part in the discussions с He noted in particular 

that the WHO observer had participated in the drafting of a letter to the medical 

press calling the attention of physicians to the genetic effects of widespread use 

of X-rays. Furthermore, a scientific secretary of the United Nations Scientific 

Committee on the Effects of Atomic Radiation had attended as observer the meeting 

C
i the Study Group on the Effect of Radiation on Human Heredity held in Copenhagen 

the previous August » WHO had requested that the Group
1

 s report should be 

submitted to the Scientific Committee's following session for study and discussion. 

It could thus be seen that very close co-operation existed between the Scientific 

Committee and Ш 0 . 

The Director-General's report referred to the various activities undertaken 

by the Organization in the sphere of atomic energy, consisting essentially of 

co-operation with the bodies he had mentioned and of the holding of study groups, 

namely the Study Group on Radiological Units and Radiological Protection and the 

Study Griup on the Effect of Radiation on Human Heredity^ whose guidance would 

influence the Organization's future programme. 
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The report of the Study Grèup on Radiological Units and Radiological 

Protection (Document EB19/21) had provided the Director-General with the «pialen 

çf established experts in that field. The reeomraendations r，f that grr.up had 

already been implemented in respect ef the proposed 1958 prograimne and had been 

taken into consideration in adjusting the 1957 programme. A considerable 

difficulty at present hampering the study of the effects of radiation arising out 

cf both therapeutic and diagnostic X-ray treatment was due to the fact that the 

measuring equipment used was not unif&rm. Accordingly, WHO had been advised by 

the group U assist in the preparation af standard radiation measurement equipment. 

It was planned as a joint ÜMESC0/WH0 project to obtain from a highly qualified 

laboratory a secondary standard which could be made available en a lean basis to 

various countries with a specialized consultant in order to facilitate standardization 

of their own equipment. The need for training staff at all levels had also been 

strongly emphasized by the Study Group, Medical undergraduates should receive 

instruction in basic principles of radiation biology and radiation medicine. 

Advanced training should be given to public health officials, who would be called 

upon tQ have some knowledge of the increased radiation existing in the human 

environment, as w e l l as to those who would be responsible for protecticn against 

radiation in institutions called upon to work with atomic energy. The question 

of such training, at the graduate and post-graduate level, would be considered in 

1957 and 1958 by two expert c<Mrnnittees«, The ether basic recommendations of the 

&budy Group concerned the problem of radioactive waste disposal and the need for 

having comparable and practical standards for analysis in order to ascertain the 

identification of radioactive materials in the hwnan environment, That question 
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also concerned FA6 and provision was made in the 1958 programme for a n expert 

cemmlttee m that subject, profeably as a joint FAO/WHO committee. The repert 

had already been used by the Director-General in planning the Organization's work 

and it was net preposed to publish it in another form» 

The report of the Study Group en the Effect of Radiation Mi Human Heredity . 

(document EB19/40) was the result of a meeting held with the participation Of the 

most eminent experts in a wide range of specialities and could bo considered as 

encouraging for the future r>f the Organization. Indead, although the subject had 

been studied at the highest scientific level both in the United States of America 

and in the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, the participants 

had expressed the view that the Study Group had been most useful in that it had 

made possible a c«ii^arlson on ail international basis of views held on the subject. 

The fact that the Study Group had been held following the international Ccngress 

on Hunan Genetics had also facilitated the participation of many of the experts. 

The discussions had been complex since there "«as little agreed statistical 

evidence in respect *f human genetics, The problem had been^ fwr instance, how 

far it was possible t« extrapolate data on the occurrence of mutations frcan the 

Dresephila and the mouse t ^ n a n . In fact, one member of the Group had even 

remarked .n the paucity of direct evidence for the occurrence of mutations in the 

human species. Althcugh ne agreement had been reached between those holding 

opposing views, namely, that evidence ctyuld be extrapolated regarding m a n , or that, 

o n
 the ether hand, the sole satisfactrry method would be a direct stucfy of human 

genetics, sume extremely interesting information had been discussed. For instance, 

it had become apparent that considerable information could be obtained from certain 
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areas where human populationg•were exposed to a very high level of natural radio-

activity л If such a study were made before that population gradually mingled with 

neighbcuring groups, reliable statistical material might be deduced therefrom of 

the congenital diseases and malformations existing among ±t
f
 thus providing 

information cn radiation-introduced mutations in human beings
 0
 There was also 

scope for study among the offspring of radiologists cr others who had been exposed 

to large doses of radiation through therapeutic or diagnostic radiology. The Study 

Group had also called attention to the risks involved by the increasing use of 

X-i-ays in the medical field, particular]у in highly-developed countries. It was 

at present almost impossible to obtain exact information on the doses of radiation 

received by individuals i.a the соигзе of their lives and^ more particularly, on the 

doses to the gonads. 
• * ». 

It was hoped， on the basis cf the indications given by that Study Group^ to 

held an expert committee in 1953 which would be cf a more restricted and specialized 

character in order to study one or two narroijly-defined aspects cf the prchlem with 

a view to ascertaining methods which "would lead to greater knowledge of the genetic 

effects of radiations, The process would necessai'ily be.an extremely lengthy 

"
n e

 but that was but another reascn for beginning such a study as early as possible. 

Turning to the question of the relationship between WHO and the proposed 

International Atomic Energy Agency, he recalled that the Agency was at present 

still in the stage of a Preparatory Commission meeting in New Тсгк» Its Executive 

Secretary had î>een designated and had taken office and a recommendation had been 

made b y the Preparat6iy Ccmmission to the future K.ard 。f that Vierta 

shaxld be selected as the headquarters for the Agency, Its Statute was comparable 
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to that of the other specialized agencies and should be so considered for practical 

purposes of liaison with W H O . The Agency's Statute contained previsions for 

co-ordinatioi with specialized agencies. He considered that it would be desirable 

for preliminary negotiations for an agreement between the Agency and WHO, on the 

lines of those existing in respect of the other specialized agencies with an 

appropriate amendment te Article I， to be undertaken as scon as possible, Tho 

natter was urgent,since the necessary health standards for protection connected 

with the work of the proposed Agency, i
ç
e „ the establishment of reactors and the 

making available o£ fissionable material, should he discussed and established 

without undue delay. Once agreement had been rea&hed on Secretariat level 

between the two bodies, that agreement would be submitted to the Executive Board 

and subsequently to the World Health Assembly for approval. He would suggest that 

the authorization to initiate negotiations wi_th the Executive Secretary of the 

proposed Agency be given to the Directcr-General in the form qî a resolution by the 

Board. 

The CHAIRMâN thanked the Deputy Direct or-^General for his clear statement, 

He was sure that the Executive Board would wish to canmend the Director产General 

on the fact that, within a relatively short time, WHO was playing the icip； xtant 

role in the sphere of the peaceful uses of atomic energy incumbent cn it by virtue 

rf the principles of its Ccnstitutioa. 

Professor PARISOT ccmmended the Director«General
r

s report on the peaceful 

uses cf atomic energy (Document EB19/37). The recognition by the other specialized 

agencies of the vital part to be played by WHO in the field of the peaceful uses 

of atomic energy was evidence of the success of the Directcr-General's activities. 
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Commenting on Article IIIA of the Statute of the International Atomic Energy 

Agency (contained in the annex to document ERI9/37, page 9), he fcelievad that, while 

on the whole the provisions of the Statute were satisfactury, the reference in 

paragraph 6 of that Article to standards of safety for protection of health and 

minimization of danger to life and property (including such standards for labour 

conditions) was psychologically a mistake„ There vas no doubt that in many 

countries, including his o\m, France, there existed a general a-tanosphere of 

apprehension among the population regarding the dangers arising out of work curmected 

with atomic energyj it seemed therefore wholly undesirable to Imply that a minimum 

of danger to life and property was bound to exist. It would, for example, have 

been preferable to refer to "avoidance of danger" rather than to "minimization of 

danger"» Clearly, however, no action could be taken in that respect as the Statute 

had already been adopted. He felt that, if WHO had been с ensuited on that text, 

a different wording would have been adopted. 

The Director-Gener£l
r

s report emphasized the co-cperation already existing 

between the proposed International Atomic Energy Agency and W H O . Such co-operation 

should be intensified and) with that end in view, the Board should give its 

authorization as speedily as possible t o the Director-General to initiate 

negotiations for a n agreement. 

He would comment on the repurts of the two study groups later. 

The CHAIRMAN agreed witii the remarks made b y Professor Parisot
;
 although the 

matter was outside the competence of the Board since the Statute referred to had 

been adopted by another agency-



-25/26 -

EB19/Min/1 Rev.l 

•The CHAIRMAN suggested that the Board might wish to adopt a resolution along 

the following lines, the final form to be drafted by the Rapporteurs : 

The Executive Board, 

Having noted with satisfaction the steps taken by the Director-General 

within the framework of activities relating to the peaceful uses of atomic 

energy, 

1 . INVITES the Director-General to pursue WHO'S collaboration with the 

United Nations, and with the other specialized agencies concerned, as well as 

with the appropriate non-governmental organizations； and 

2 . AUTHORIZES the Director-General to enter into negotiations with the 

Preparatory Commission of the International Atomic Energy Agency with a view 

to concluding an agreement between the two organizations. 

Professor PARISOT suggested that such a resolution should also include a 

paragraph commending the Director-General on the manner in which he had obtained 

recognition of the role of WHO in that sphere. 

Decision: A resolution along those lines was adopted (see resolution EB19.R2). 

(For further discussion of the reports of the two study groups, see minutes of 

the third and fourth meetings.) 

The meeting rose at 12.^0 p.m. 
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1. OPENING OF Т:-Е SESSION. Item 1.1 of the Provisional Agenda. 

The CHAIRMAN declared open the nineteenth session of the Executive Board and 

welcomed its mergers, particularly those attending for the first time, пашДу 

D r M o o r e
, designated to replace Dr Cameron, Dr Tumbokon who was replacing Dr Regala 

and Dr Puri alternate to Dr Lakshmanan. He also welcomed 踨 Pelt, Director of the 

European Office of the United Nations and representative of the Secretary-General, 

aa well as the representatives of specialized agencies and inter-goverranental and 

non-governmental organizations. Their presence was testimony of their interest in 

WHO» s work and the Board was glad to have the benefit of their collaboration in the 

common task of improving the health and well-being of the peoples of the world. 

T h e
 Board was faced w i t h a heavy programme of work and should be inspired b y a 

sense of responsibility and devotion in reaching its decisions. He knew that he 

could count on the co-dperation and understanding of members in the forthcoming 

debates, which would again be marked by a spirit of mutual trust and friendship. 

As always, the most important item on the Agenda was the considerâtion of the 

proposed Progrararae and Budget Estimates for 1958, both of which reflected the work 

and development of the Organization. The documentation prepared by the Secretariat 

enabled members to trace the stages through which WHO had passed since its inception, 

the main lines of policy, and the fundamental trends in its continuous advance, and 

to evaluate the results achieved and future possibilities. At a time when the 

Organization's tenth anniversary was approaching Ibmbers could feel proud of what 

had been achieved during so brief a period and congratulate themselves upon the 



prestige won by WHO among international organizations working for the welfare of 

humanity. Thanks to the efforts and ability of two Dire et ors -Gene ral
 y
 an instrument 

capable of ensuring the effective operation of highly elaborate services had taken 

shape and had progressively been improved. Activities at the centre had been 

harmoniously integrated with the work being done in individual countries through 

the regional offices^ thus enabling the Organization at once to decentralize its 

activity and to maintain a шй-fied policy. Technical and advisory services at 

Headquarters provided guidance and the technical basis for programmes. Projects 

were planned in each country according to its needs and each regional office in 

turn established the general framework of the programme, so that national health 

services might be strengthened. 

The development of WHO
1

 s work was not the result of a lucky improvization bufc 

had been built on a solid foundation of technical experience and medical progress 

which determined the instruments and methods of health policy» Scientific research 

which W H O was responsible for co-ordinating thus remained the cornerstone on which 

the Organization must base its role of guiding and co-ordinating international 

health work» It was gratifying to observe the confidence WHO had won and the 

valuable help it was being voluntarily accorded by scientific institutions in all 

countries о Considerable advantage had been derived from its modest contributions 

to such research, the co-ordinated results of which formed the basis of the work 

done at Headquarters^ while the analysis of world k n w l e d g e and experience carried 

out b y expert committees showed the way for the future. WHO
1

 s work in that sphere 

was illustrated by the fourteen reports
9
 to be examined at the present session, from 

expert committees which had concluded their task^ as well as by the thirty e:xpert 



committees and study groups proposed in the programme for 1958. The variety of 

subjects dealt with was a measure of the scope of WHO'S activities and he drew 

special attention to the fresh en^hasis on problems of increasing importance for 

health services anxious not to be overtaken by the rapid еУо1иЫод of events. The 

programme drawn up b y the Director-General concerning health problems created by 

the peaceful uses of atomic energy had already been, launched and the Board had to 

examine the first reports of the Study Group on Radiological Units and Radiological 

Protection and of the Study Group on the Effect of Radiation on Human Heredity, as 

well as the new activities planned, for 1958. 

He also wished to draw attention to another stu^y which, in his opinion, was 

n o
 less importantj concerning health problems caused by the progressive introduction 

of automation, showing that the Director-General was conscious of the rapid 

appearance of new factors in modern life which could affect the physical and mental 

health of maru 

New trends marked by a wider conception and greater uniformliy i n the different 

programmes were revealing themselves in the direct help being given to countries 

through regional offices. Specific projects to meet urgent needs were giving w a y 

to long-term programmes integrated with the balanced development of health services 

as a whole» It was encouraging to note, as pointed out in t,he Director-General's 

report, that countries were increasingly seeking t o make the best possible use of 

WHO« s services and resources not only in the execution but also in the preparation 

of their national plans, but national efforts coupled with international help could 

not be entirely successful unless there were adequate numbers of properly trained 

medical and auxiliary personnel. The shortage of such personnel was still one of 



the greatest obstacles to the development- of health servicea, but, 

to see that training programmes were being given priority in all regions : one of 

WHO'S most significant achievements in that domain. However, numbers were not enough 

and it was also inçortant to improve quality and to adapt professional training to 

the new responsibilities which had to be shouldered by medical personnel in the 

modern world, where they were responsible for the health of individuals and the 

community. WHO should therefore devote greater attention to studying and suggesting 

changes in medical training. 

In the broader view, WHO'S work could not be considered separately from the wider 

action being undertaken by the United Nations in its programme for economic and social 

development with the aim of assuring the prosperity and security of mankind. A firm 

and long-established collaboration existed.between W H O , the United Nations and its 

other specialized agencies and their co-ordinated efforts and the division of 

responsibilities had proved satisfactory, . Similarly, fruitful co-operation in 

professional and technical matters had been established with the growing numbers of 

non-goverrunental organizations admitted into official relationship with W H O , from 

which the latter should derive more benefit. 

He recalled that the Ninth World Health Assembly, in its resolution WHâ9.9, had 

aimed, at facilitating the return to the Organization of Members that had not been 

participating actively for some years. Since then two of the inactive Members had 

notified the Director-General of their acceptance of the conditions contained, in 

that resolution and of their resumption of active participation. The Board would 

welcome that news and express the hope that other inactive Members would return so 

that the Organization might once again achieve the universality necessary to the 



accomplishmenb of its mission, and the supplementary programe., submitted b y the 

Director-General since the previous y e a r , would become an integral part of the actual 

programme of the Organization. 

Satisfaction w i t h w h a t had already been achieved should not obscure what yet 

remained to be done, though in a world overshadowed by anxiety it was sometimes 

difficult to remain confident and optimistic. In other international assemblies, 

those responsible f o r the future of the w o r l d were striving to resolve difficulties 

'and restore faith in'peaceful co-existence and constrwct-ive co-operation. A l l men 

of good w i l l would w i s h t h e m success. The task of W H O as the guardian of health was 

undoubtedly more m o d e s t , but he felt that present difficulties should not make Members 

despair of the future b u t , on the contrary, encourage them to pursue their efforts in 

the conviction that b y protecting health an important contribution was being made to 

the happiness and security of all peoples. . 

2 . APPOINTMENT OF AN ACTING V I C E - C H A m M â N 

The CHàIRM/Ш pointed out that Dr Lakshmananj one of the two Vice-Chairmen appointed 

at the eighteenth session under Rule 12 of the Board's Rules of Procedure, had been 

prevented from attending the present session。 He felt it important to make some 

appropriate arrangement, particularly as the Chairman and two Vice-Chairmen served on 

the Léon Bernard Foundation Committee and the Darling Foimdation Committee. I-fembers 

were aware that under Rule 15 of the Rules of Procedure ̂  if the Chairman was u n a b b 

to complete his term of office a new Chairman was elected for the remaining period. 

T h o ^ h no such specific provision existed to cover the present case he recalled that 

during the Board's fifteenth session,in the absence of one of the Vice-Chairmen elected 

under Rule 12 during the session immediately following the Assembly, another Vice-

Chairman had been nominated. 



The DIRECTOR-GEîffi'RAL pointed out that Dr Lakshmanan, elected during the 

eighteenth session, continued to be. a member of the B o a r d . As he was unable to 

attend the present session, Dr Puri had been designated to act as his alternate. 

Therefore, he had nob been replaced b y Dr P u r i , and the action taken during the 

seventeenth session did not seem quite applicable because, o n that occasion, Dr Mochtar 

had actually been replaced, so that the office of one of the Vice-Chairmen had fallen 

vacant and had had to be filled. There was no procedural objection to appointing a n 

Acting Vice-Chaiiraan, but Dr Lakshmanan could not be replaced b y anobher Vice-Chairman 

until his term of office had expired at the twentieth session. 

The CHàIRMAJI called for nominations for an Acting Vice-Chairman. 

Dr JAFAR proposed Dr Puri. 

Dr MDORE and Dr SIRI seconded the proposal. 

Decision: Dr Puri was nominated Acting Vice-Chairman during the absence o£ 
Dr Lakshmanan. 

3 . MEMBERSHIP OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS АШ THE 
COMMITTEE ON MâlARIA. ERADICATION. ‘ 

The CHA.IRMM suggested, that absent members of committees should be replaced b y 

their alternates. Thus, Dr Clark and Dr Diaz Coller would replace Dr DTJ Pré Le Eons 

and D r Zozaya_, respectively, in the Standing 

and D r P u r i and Dr Diaz Coller would replace 

Committee on Malaria Eradication. 

Committee on Non-Governmental Organisations 

Dr Lakshmanan and Dr Zozaya in the 

Decision; It was so agreed. 



4. APPOINTMENT OF RAPPORTEURS: Item 1.2 of the Provisional Agenda 

The CHâlRMfiN, recalling that the Board appointed two rapporteurs at each session, 

said that he assumed it would wish to re-appoint Dr Suarez, who had held office during 

the eighteenth session. 

Decision: Dr Suarez was elected Rapporteш*. 

The CH&IRMAN asked for nominations for the second Rapporteur, who should 

preferably be English-speaking. 

Dr JAFAR proposed Dr Clark. 

Professor PESONEN seconded the nomination. 

Decision: Dr Clark was elected Rapporteur. 

• . 

5. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA: Item 1.3 of the Provisional Agenda 

(Documents EB19/1 and Add.l) 

The CHAIRMAU, calling for comments on the provisional agenda, drew attention to the 

supplementary agenda containing three additional items circulated, in document ÉB19/1 A d d J 

Professor PESONEN proposed that item 7-4.1 be taken early during the session so 

that the Regional Director for Europe could take up his appointment as early as possible, 
. . . • 

perhaps even by 1 February. 

Dr d-a SILVA TRAVASSOS seconded the proposal. 

Decision: The proposal was adopted. 



Dr DOROLLE, Deputy Director-Gene ral, stated that item 9.2 should b e deleted, since 

there w a s nothing to report on arrears of contributions in respeot of OIHP. 

Item 2.3 should also be deleted as no documents had been prepared on the subject 

and there w a s no need to study it during the present session, 

Dr SIRI regretted that there was not enough information to enable the Board to 

discuss the evaluation of activities during its present session because the subject was 

of fundamental importance, particularly in regard to projects under w a y or neajply 

completed. The discussion w o u l d greatly assist governments in evaluating their own 

projects and plans for the organiziatioii of their health services. He therefore 

believed the Director-General should be asked to prepare a report, however b r i e f , for 

consideration during the nineteenth session. 

The DIRECTOR-GEMERâL explained that item 2.3 had been included under Rule 9(g) 

of the Rules of Procedure for the reasons outlined by Dr Siri and because he had 

believed that the Board would wish to have a progress report. He had also intended 

to submit a general plan for a pilot study in one country, but difficulties at the 

end of the previous y e a r had made it impossible to prepare a document, and in addition 

no f i n a l agreement had been reached with any countiy on the type of pilot study to be 

made * He therefore advised the Board, which already had a heavy, agenda requiring a 

great deal o£ documentation, to defer consideration of the item until the Secretariat 

had had an opportunity of preparing the necessary material. 

/ 
Dr SUAREZ hoped that the item could be discussed at the following session. 

The CHAIRMAN hoped that Dr Siri would not insist on asking the Secretariat to 

prepare an additional report since the agenda was already a long one, 

D r SIR工 said that he was perfectly aware that the Secretariat had had a great 

d e a l of w o r k preparing for the present session, and that it w o u l d be unreasonable to 

insist upon furtiier documents. Nevertheless, he wished to mention that Argentina 



was particularly interested in a pilot study on evaluation because it was preparing 

a health services development plan with the assistance of WHO, and a survey was being 

conducted b y experts w h o would advise the government about the broad lines en which 

those services should be organized. A new federal province recently established, 

where general features ccmimon to other countries were to be found, might prefitably 

form the subject of such a study. He believed the Board ought to take a decision 

and inform the government. At all events, the matter must be taken up at the 

forthcoming session. 

The CHAIRMAN thanked Dr Siri fc¡r not insisting cn the Board's taking up item 2,3 

at the present session. 

He then stated that two reports, one by the Expert Conmittee on Rabies 

(•document EB19/6.1) and another by the Joint FAO/WHO Expert Committee on Food 

Additives (document EKl.9/63)^ which had not been circulated within the prescribed 

time limits were now available. As they were both important, he hoped there would 

fee no objection to their being discussed at the present session. 

Decisiont It was so agreed. 

Decision; The Provisional Agenda as amended, and the Supplementary Agenda, 

were adopted» 

6 . ORDER BUSINESS 

The CHAIRMAN proposed that items 9.3 and 9.4 be referred to the Standing 

Ceiranittee on Administration and Finance. 



Decision: It was so agreed, 

The CHAIRMAN announced that the Government of Israel had informed the 

Director-General of its desire tc participate in the deliberations on item 7.5. 

He proposed that the item be taken up at 10 a » m , on Friday, 18 January, so t h a t in 

accordance with Rule 3 of the Rules of Procedure the Director-General could give 

that State adequate notice. 

Decisions It was so agreed, 

The CHAIRMAN said that as the Philippines Government had not.signified its 

intention of attending the discussion on item 7,7.1 in reply to the communioaijion. 

addressed to It, there was no need to fix a date for consideration of that item in 

advance. Since the permanent representative of Canada was in Geneva, the date for 

taking up supplementary item 3 could be decided two or three days beforehand. 

The CHAIRMAN invited the Chairman of the Standing Committee on Administration 

and Finance to report on that Ccmmittee's work. 

Mf BOUCHER, alternate to Sir John Charles and Chairman of the Standing 

Ccsranittee on Administration and Finance? said that the Standing Committee had 

concluded its examination of the items referred to it^ Its main report was at an 

advanced stage of preparation and, if it could be arranged for the Committee to meet 

the following Thursday afternoon^ the report would be ready for submission to the 

Executive Board at the beginning —f the following w e e k . 



The CHAIRMâN commended the Chairman of the Standing Committee on Administration 

and Finance on that Committee's excellent w o r k . He proposed that the Standing 

Cemmittee should meet on Thursday, 17 January, at 4 p . m . following a short meeting 

ef the Board. He further suggested that the Standing Comcaittee on Non-governmental 

Organizations and the Committee on Gifts or Bequests should also meet at the same 

time, and that the Coiranittee on Malaria Eradication should meet at 9 a . m . en 

Friday, 18 January, before the Executive Board met at 10 a ^ n . 

It was so agreed. 

The CHAIRMAN suggested that, as item 2.2 of the agenda called for urgent 

consideration^ the Board should take up first cf a l l the related item 10.5 f*ll*wed 

by item 2 . 2 . The Board could then deal with items 7,4,1 and 1 2Д concerning the 

office of the Regional Director for Europe, and proceed to consider the reports »f , 

the expert committees and other technical questions until the report of the Standing 

Canmittee on Administration and Finance was available to i t . 

That procedure vas adopted. 

The CHAIRMAN proposed that the Board should adopt the following time-table for 

its meetings} 9o30 a . m . to 12.30 p.m., with a break at 1 1 a，m” and 2,30 p . m . to 

5,30 p.m., with a break at 4 p . m . 

It was so agreed. 



7 , REVIEW OF W H O AGREEMENTS WITH OTHER SPECIALIZED AGENCIES i Item ln,5
 0

f 

t h e

 Agenda (Basic Documents 7th E d〜 p a g e s 53, 57 and 61j Document EB19/42) 

The CHAIRMAN invited the Deputy Director^General to introduce the item. 

The DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL recalled that the Organization had in 1948 

concluded agreements with the Jjaternational Labour Organisation^ the Food and 

Agriculture Organization； and the United Nations Educational^ Scientific and 

Cultural Organization) and that those agreements contained an article concerning 

revision and review. No such review had as yet taken place and the Director-General 

considered that, particularly in view of the setting up of the net; International 

Atonic Energy Agency) it. was important to ascertain that the Board and the Assembly 

were^fully satisfied with the fo:m of those agreements. The throe specialized 

agencies concerned had been consulted by the Dix-ector-General and had stated that 

t.hey were ccnpletely satisfied with the form and content of the agreements. ïhe 

Secretariat of WHO also considered that those agreements were satisfactory and that 

they facilitated co-operation fcstween the agencies concerned and avoided duplication 

of w o r k . 

It was therefore suggested that the Executive Board should, if it agreed with 

that view., inform the World Health Assembly that it had re-examined the agreements 

and found them satisfactory and that it did not consider any revision necessary. 

Professor PARISOT remarked that the need for collaboration between WHO and the 

other specialized agencies； as w e l l as with the proposed International Atomic Energy 

Agency, was clearly ？prevent „ The c - o p e - n M o n hitherto achieved had given 

excellent results and it w ^ ^mport-nt, both from the aspect of economy and in the 



interest of the effectiveness of the Crganizat-ion^s work, that it should be 

strengthened further. Accordingly, he believed that the Board should adopt a 

resolution as outlined b y the Deputy Director-General. 

The CHAIRMAN then drew the Board
1

s attention to the draft resolution contained 

on page 2 of document EBI9/42, 

The resolution was adopted. 

8 , PEACEFUL USES OF ATOMIC ENERGY: Item 2.2 of the Agenda (Resolution WHA9.54? 
Document EB19/37 A d d , 1 and 2) 

REPORT OF THE STUDY GROUP ON RADIOLOGICAL UNITS AND RADIOLOGICAL PROTECTIONI 

Item 2*9,1 cf the Agenda (Doc¿ument EBX9/21) 

REPORT OF THE STUDY GROUP ON THE EFFECT OF RADIATION ON HUMAN HEREDITYÍ 

Item 2,9^2 of the Agenda (Document EB19/40) 

The CHAIRMâN .invited t-hs Deputy Director-General to introduce the item on the 

peaceful uses of atomic energy, It would be desirable； as they related t e the same 

subject, to consider also at the present juncture the reports of the Study Group on 

Radiological Units and Radiological Protection and of the Study Group on the Effect 

of Radiation on Human Heredity. 

The DEPUTY DIREGTOR-GEIERAL first cf all introduced the Director-General
1

s 

report on the peaceful uses r-f atomic energy (.document EBl.9/37) • Two addenda had 

been distributed to that report: Addendum 1 , which had been prepared at the request 

of a member of the Standing Committee on Administration and Finance with a view to 

obtaining a general outline cf the Organization's activities in the field of atomic 



energy in 1958 In order to facilitate consideration of the Proposed Programme and 

Budget Estimates, and Addendum 2f which related to the decisions taken by the UNESCO 

General Conference at its ninth session and by. the Governing Body of the International 

Labour Office at its 133rd session regarding the desirability of co-operation with 

the proposed International Atomic Energy Agency„ He would add to the information 

given in that document that the Director-General of UNESCO had been instructed by 

the UNESCO Executive Board to initiate negotiations with the Preparatory Ccanmission. 

The question of the peaceful uses of atomic energy had been included in the 

agenda as a separate item) as the subject was still too new to be taken solely as 

part of the Annual Report of the Director-General or of the Proposed Programme and 

Budget Estimates， particularly in view of the important matter of co-operation with 

the proposed International Atomic Energy Agency, It would seem^ however, that the 

item might be thus integrated from the fallowing year onwards„ He recalled that 

the Executive Board had) at its fifteenth session) expressed its support of 

collaboration with that agency in resolution EB15 and that that decision had 

been approved by the World Health Assembly in resolution WHA8.34. 

The United Nations Advisory Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Atomic Energy 

had raised the possibility cf convening a second international conference on atomic 

energy in 1958 but WHO had expressed the view that》 as far as the medical a n d 

biological aspects of the question were concerned^ that would perhaps be a premature 

step since there was at present insufficient evidence of new developments to justify 

a further meeting cf that type^ 

The Administrative； Gommittee on C o o r d i n a t i o n and its Sub-Committee on Atomic 

Energy had given much attention to the problem of co-ordination of the work of the 



specialized agencies
 e
 Some inevitable overlapping would occur on certain points 

as existed, for instance^ between WHO and FAO and WHO and UNESCO, but he considered 

that'to fce probably necessary and fruitful in the sense that it facilitated joint 

work between the agencies concerned. 

The activities of the United Nations Scientific Ccmmittee on the Effects of 

Atomic Radiation went beyond that of WHO since the United Nations Committee did not 

confine itself to the study of the effects of the peaceful uses of atcmic energy 

but included the effects of military u s e s . However, since joint peints of interest 

existed, W H O had been invited to participate in the Committee»s session in 

October 1956 with the right to take part in the discussions. He noted in particular 

that the WHO observer had participated in the drafting of a letter to the medical 

press calling the attention of physicians to the genetic effects cf widespread use 

of x-rays. Furthermore^ a scientific secretary of the United Nations Scientific 

Committee on the Effects of Atonic Radiatiun had attended as observer the meeting 

C
f the Study Group on the Effect cf Radiation on Human Heredity held in Copenhagen 

the previous jiugust。 WHO had requested that the Group
1

s report should be 

submitted to the Scientific Committee's following session for study and discussion. 

It could thus be seen that very close co-cperation existed between the Scientific 

Committee and W H O . 

The Directoiv-General's report referred 七с the various activities undertaken 

by the Organization in the sphere of atomic energy, consisting essentially of 

co-operation with the bodies he had mentioned and of the holding of study grwips, 

namely the Study Groip on Radiolcgical Units and Radiological Protection and the 

Study Group- on the Effect of Radiation； ш Human Heredity； wh^se guidance would 

influence the Organization's future programme. 



The report of the Study Group on Radiological Units and Radiological 

protection (Document EB1Ç/21) had provided the Director^General with the Opinion 

cf established experts in that field
 e
 The reecmmendations of that group had 

already been implemented in respect gf the proposed 1958 prcgramme and had been 

taken into consideration in adjusting the 1957 programme. A considerable 

difficulty at present hampering the study of the effects of radiation arising out 

of both therapeutic and diagnostic X^ray treatment was due to the faot that the 

measuring eQuipment used was not uniform. Accordingly，WHO had been advised by 

the group to assist in the preparation rí standard radiation measurement equipment, 

It was planned as a joint UNESCO/WHO project to obtain from a highly qualified 

laboratory a secondary standard which could be made available ш a loan basis to 

various countries with a specialized consultant in order to facilitate standardization 

cf their own equipment• The need for training staff at all levels had also been 

strongly emphasized by the Study Group« Medical undergraduates should receive 

instruction in basic principles of radiation biology and radiation medicine. 

Advanced training should be given to public health officials, vho would be called 

upon to have some knowledge of the increased radiation existing in the human 

environment, as w e l l as to those who would be responsible for protecticn against 

radiation in institutions called upon to work with atomic energy. The question 

of such training^ at the graduate and post-graduate level, would be considered in 

1957 and 1958 by two expert committees. The other basic recommendations of the 

Study Group concerned the problem of radioactive waste disposal and the need for 

haring comparable and practical standards for analysis in order to ascertain the 

iderittficatioii of radioactive materials in the human environment, That question 



also concerned FAO and provision vas made in the 1958 prograirme for an expert 

coniraittee r,n that subject^ probably as a j^int FAO/WHO committee. The report 

had already been used by the Director-General in planning the :rganization's work 

and it was not pr-posed to publish it in another form。 

The report of the Study Group on the Effsct of Radiation ьп Human Heredity 

(document EB19/40)' was the result of a meeting held with 'the participation of the 

most emiiien-b experts in a vide rangs of spscialit.ies and could к considered as 

encouraging for the future nf the Organization,“‘ Indeed; although the subject had 

been studied at ths highest scientific level both in the United States of America 

and in the Unitod Kingdom of Great Bri.tain' and NortKsrn Ireland, the participants 

had expressed the view that tho Study Group had been most useful in that it had 

made possible a comparison on an international‘basis of views Held on the subject. 

The fact that the Study Grjv.p had been held following the International Ccngress 

o n
 нг̂пап Genetics had also facilitated the participation of many of the experts. 

The discussions had been сол-jplex since there was little agrasd statistical 

evidence in respect üf human genetics
 P
 The problem had beer.，for instance, hew 

far it was possible to extrapolate data on the occurrence of mutations from the 

brcsophlla and the тлгзе tu m a n . In fact) one member of the Group had even 

remarked on the paucity cf direct evidence for ths oemrrence of nutations in the 

human spccies, Although no agreement had bsen reached between those holding 

opposing Tiews^ namely； that evidencs ct,uld ta extrapolated regarding man； or that, 

cn the other hand； the sole sat-icfact.ry mstiicd would be a direct study of human 

genetics, some extremely intoresting information had been discussed. For instance, 

it had become apparent that considerable information could Ьз obtained from certain 



areas where human populations were exposed to a very high level of natural radio-

activity ̂  if such a study were made befcre that population gradually mingled with 

neighbouring groups, reliable statistical material might be deduced therefrom of 

the congenital diseases and malformations existing among it, thus providing 

information on radiation-introduced mutaticns in human beings
 t
 There was alse 

sc印e for study among the offspring of radiologists or others who had been exposed 

to large doses of radiation through therapeutic or diagnostic radiology• The Study 

Or參up had also called attention to the risks involved by the increasing use ef 

X-rays in the medical field^ particularly in highly-developed countries
#
 It was 

at present almost impossible to obtain exact information on the doses of radiation 

received by individuals in the course of their lives and, more particularly^ on the 

doses to the gonads. 

It was hoped， on the basis of the indications given by that Study Group, to 

hold a n expert committee in 1958 which would be cf a more restricted and specialized 

character in order t o study one or two narrowly-defined aspects of the problem with 

a view te ascertaining methods which would lead to greater knowledge of the genetic 

effects of radiations• The process would necessarily be an extremely lengthy 

one but that was but another reason for beginning such a study as early as possible. 

Turning t o the question of the relationship between WHO and the proposed 

International Atomic Energy Agency, he recalled that the Agency was at present 

still in the stage of a Preparatory Commission meeting in New Тсгк» Its Executive 

Secretary had been designated and had taken office and a recommendation had been 

made by the Preparatory Gcmmission to the future Beard of Governors that Vienna 

should be selected as the headquarters for the Agency, Its Statute was comparable 



to that of the other specialized agencies and should be so considered for practical 

purposes cf liaison with ТОЮ. The Agency's Statute contained provisicns for 

co-crdinaticn with specialized agencies. He considered that it would he desirable 

fc
r
 preliminary negotiations for an agreement between the Agency and Ш0, on the 

lines of those existing in respect of the ether specialized agencies with an 

appropriate amendment t o Article I, to he undertaken as scon as possible as the 

matter was urgent since ths necessary health standards for protection connected 

with the work of the proposed Agency, i，e. the establishment of reactors and the 

making available ?.f fissionable material) should be discussed and established 

without undue delay, Once agreement had been reached on Secretariat level 

between the two bodies； that agreement would be submitted to the Executive Board 

and subsequently to the World Health Assembly for approval. He would suggest that 

the authorization to initiate negotiations w i t h the Executive Secretary cf the 

proposed Agency be given to the Directcr-General in the form cf a resolution by the 

B o a r d . 

The CHAIRMâN thanked the Deputy Director始General for his olear statement, 

He was sure that the Executive Board would wish to ctmmend the Director-General 

cn the fact that, within a relatively short time, WHO was playing the imprrtant 

role in the sphere cf the peaceful uses of atomic energy incumbent on it by virtue 

the principles of its.Constit ubion. 

Professor PARISOT commended the Director«General
f

 s report on the peaceful 

uses cf atomic energy (Document ЕБ19/37). The recognition by the other specialized 

agencies of the vital part t o be played by WHO in the field of the peaceful uses 

of atomic energy was evidence of the success of the Director-General»s activities. 



Commenting on Article IIIA of the Statute of the International Atomic Energy 

Agency (contained in the annex to document EB19/37, page 9), he believed that, while 

on the whole the provisions of the Statute were satisfactory^ the reference in 

paragraph 6 of that Article t o standards of safety for protection of health and 

minimization of danger t o life and property (including such standards for labour 

conditions) was psychologically a mistake, îhere was no doubt that in many 

countries, including his own, France, there existed a general atmosphere of 

apprehension among the population regarding the dangers arising out of work connected 

with atomic energyj it seemed therefore wholly undesirable to imply that a minimum 

of danger to life and property was bound to exist. It would, for example』 have 

been preferable t o refer t o "avoidance of danger" rather than to "minimization of 

danger"• Clearly^ however, no action could b e taken in that respect as the Statute 

had already been adopted. He felt t h a t , if W H O had been с ensuited on that text, 

a different wording would have been adopted. 

The Director-(5eneral
T

s report emphasized the co-operation already existing 

between the prnposed International Atcmic Energy Agency and W H O . Such co-iperation 

should be intensified and, with that end in v i e w , the Board should give its 

authorization as speedily as possible t o the Director-General to initiate 

negotiations for a n agreement. 

He wçuld comment on the reports of the two study groups later, 

The CHAIRMAN agreed with the remarks made b y Professor Parisot, although the 

matter was outside the competence of the Board since the Statute referred to had 

been adopted b y another a g e n c y . 
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The CHAIRMAN suggested that the Board might wish i»o adopt a resolution along 

the following lines, the final form to be drafted Ъу the Rapporteurs: 

The Executive Board, 

Having noted with satisfaction the steps taken ^y the Dlreetor«General 

within the framework of activities relating to the peaceful uses of atomic 

energy, 

1 . INVITES the Director-General to pursue W H O
1

s collaboration with the 

United Nations, and with the other specialized agencies concerned, as well as 

w
i t h the appropriate nonMgoverrimental organizations^ and 

2 <
 AUTHORIZES the Director-General to enter into negotiations wi-fâi the 

preparatory Commission of the International Atomic Energy Agency with a view 

to concluding an agreement between the two organizations. 

Professor PARISOT suggested that such a resolution should also include a 

paragraph commending the Director-General on the manner in which he had obtained 

recognition of the role of WHO in that sphere• 

A resolution along those lines was adopted. 

The meeting rose at 12.30 p.m 


