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1 . DETAILED EXAMINATION AND ANALISIS OF THE DIRECTOÍUGENERAL
f

 S PROPOSED P R O G R A M E 

AND BUDGET ESTIMATES FOR 1957： Item 6 of the Agenda (Official Records No- 66； 

Documents EB17/AF/WP/1 to 1 5
1

) (continued) — — 

General Discussion 

The CHAIRMAN said that the Rapporteurs had tentatively agreed to draft the 

Committee
f

 s report in the same form as at the fifteenth session of the Board, They 

•would, however, welcome suggestions from members on that point» 

Dr VARGAS-MENDEZ inquired whether it was intended to make the reccsnmendations 

on the "supplement" (Annex 3 to Official Records No. 66 )the subject oí an annex番 

The CHAIRMAN thought that when the Committee discussed each item of the 

Proposed Programme and Budget Estimates for 1957 (Official Records No, 66) it should 

first consider the figures •without supplement and then the supplementary figures• 

But before it examined the Estimates in detail, the Committee should perhaps have a 

general discussion on them^ 

Dr ANWAR asked how the supplementary estimates had been calculated. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL replied that the second set of figures in the various 

summary tables, i.e. the figures with the supplement added, were based on the 

assumption that all Members of the Organization, both active Members and those 

which were at present inactive, would play an active part in the Organization
1

s 

work in 1957» He drew attention to pages 366-368 of the Estimates, where the 

activities supplementing the various parts of the budget were summarized• All 

but $250 000 of the amount represented estimated costs of organizational meetings, 

1

 Most of these working papers are reproduced in Off» Rec, Wld Hlth Org» 69 
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requests from governments from all regions, etc. The $250 000 was a contingency 

provision to meet such requests as might be received from Member governments which 

were not nov actively participating in the work of the Organization. 

Dr ANWAR said be supposed those figures represented very rough estimates. 

The DIRECTOR -GENERAL said that was not so； they were based on reasonable 

assumptions concerning requests from Member governments. 

The CHAIRMAN assumed that, after examining the Proposed Programme and Budget 

Estimates for 1957 in detail, the Committee would consider a budget level for 

recommendation to the Board. He invited general comments oil the Estimates, in 

particular on the first table on page 10 and on the table on pages XXII-XXVIII. 

Mr CALDERWOOD； adviser to Br Brady, referrl|ag to the table on page XXVII, said 

that he believed provision had been made in the 1956 budget for an increase i» the 

staff for the European Begion because the Begional Office was to be transferred from 

eeneva to Copenhagen; there seemed, however,售о be an increase in 1957• 

Mr SIEGEL, Assistant Director-вепега).> Department of Administration and Finance； 

explained that the transfer of the Regional Office for Europe had been postponed 

until 1957, so that the increase in staff necessary for the transfer would not be 

made in 1956 as originally estimated. 

The CHAIRMAN asked Mr Siegel to submit a document to the Comm.ittee showing what 

money bad been saved in 1956 owing to that transfer being postponed. 
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Mr SIEGEL said that the informatics would appear in the Board document dealing 

with transfers between sections of the Appropriation Resolution for 1956. 

The CHAIRMAN invited comments on the first table on paga 2
y
 remarking that 

the percentage of the total for Central Technical Services, for Headquarters Advisory 

Services, arid for Administration and Finance had decreased (although the actual 

amounts proposed for expenditure on those services in 1957 were higher than for 

1956 or 1955)> whilst the percentage for field services was larger. 

Mr SIEGEL drew attention to documents EB17/AF/WP/1, 2 and 3，
1

 which showed the 

proportions of the 1956 and ôf the two alternative 1957 budgets for the different 

purposes-

The CHAIRMAN inquired whether the Secretariat had prepared a document on the 

subject of Technical Assistance funds» 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL said that the Secretariat was preparing such a document for 

the Executive Board; he would have it distributed to members of the Committee as 

soon as possible身 probably in two or three days
1

 time* Perhaps the Ccxnmittee would 

like Dr Dorolle, the Deputy Director-General, to make an oral statemtnt on thê 

subject at the next meeting• 

The CHAIRMAN inquired whether the figures shown under Other Exbra-budgetary 

Funds could be ccxisidered as reliable» 

1

 Reproduced as charts 3, 4 and 5 in OfiV Rec. Wld Hlth Org.. 69 
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Mr SIEGEL replied that those funds consisted of amounts made available by UNICEF 

and smaller amounts provided by the Pan American Sanitary Bureau, the Colanbo Plan, 

etcu The figure for 1955 was, he believed, accurate, but those for 1956 and 1957 

were to a certain extent provisional
л
 Such funds were provided after the approval 

of the UNICEF Executive Board or the Pan American Sanitary Organization. The UNICEF 

Executive Board might approve additional amounts during 1956 and 1957； so far it had 

approved the allocation of on]y 數 790 600 for health programmes in 1957， and the Pan 

American Sanitary Organization had not yet approved the allocation of any funds for 

that year, although its budget for 1956 had been voted. The Committee could see the 

amounts expected to be available in the three years in Official Records N o . 66， page 3 , 

The CHAIRMAN invited comments on the Casual Income figures on page 9 of 

Official Records No. 66. He inquired whether money from the Publications Revolving 

Fund was automatically treated as casual income. 

M r SIEGEL said that the figure of ^37 000 shown as available by transfer from the 

Publications Revolving F m d， a s shown on page 9 of the Estimates^ was money which it 

was expected would be received directly Ггош the Publications Revolving Fund for 

financing activities of that Fund. But he "would remind the Committee that it was 

the Board
1

s duty to inform the World Health Assembly every year whether it thought 

money from the Fund could be made available as miscellaneous income to finance the 

budget by special decision of the Assembly.. Such a decision had been made for the 

first time at the Eighth World Health Assembly/ 

Mr CALDERTOOD asked whether contributions for past years received from Members 

which were in arrears were automatically placed in the Assembly Suspense Account. 
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Mr SIEGEL replied that such contributions were placed in the Assembly Suspense 

Account only when they were not required for another purpose, for example, when they 

were in excess of the amount actually obligated by the Organization during the year 

to which they related. 

Mr CALDErWOOD said that since Casual Income would be much less in 1957 than in 

1956, the contributions which governments would be asked to make for 1957 would be 

larger than for 1956, even if the Organization^ programme were not expanded. 

The CHAIRMAN invited comments on the form in which the Proposed Programme and 

Budget Estimates had been presented. 

Dr AL_WAHB工 said that in general he was quite satisfied with the Estimates» 

as could be seen from page 2， the percentage of the total spent on advisory and 

field services was steadily being increased, as both the Executive Board and the 

World Health Assembly and also individual Member governments had urged» 

Mr CAIJDEKWOOD noted that the Director-General was recommending a 12 per cent, 

increase over 1956 and that the percentage increase would be still greater under the 

supplementary proposals taking account of contributions to the 1957 budget from 

Members which were at present inactive. 

Dr ANWAR said that there appeared to be considerable uncertainty regarding Technical 

Assistance; but the new procedure relating to requests for such assistance approved 

recently by the Technical Assistance Committee TOuld, he hoped, lead to an improvement. 

Dr DOROLLE， Deputy Director-General, said that, as stated in the Introduction, 

the Estimates had been drawn up before the programme had been approved by the TAC. 

He could now inform the Committee that the TAC had approved the 1956 programme 
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submitted by the Technical Assistance Board
#
 Re would make a statement on the subjeot 

of Teohnical Assistance at the next meeting, but he would mention at present that 

there had been fewer disruptions regarding the planning and approval of the Teohnical 

Assistance programme for 1956 than had been anticipated. 

Dr ANWAR inquired whether the Dir©otor-General had any information as to whether 

governments were meeting the expectations of WHO in including health programmes as 

an important part of economic development programmes» 

The DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENiiRAL said that the percentage of the total estimated 

expenditure for 1956 under the Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance on projects 

for which WHO was responsible was 19»65 per cent” i.e. only slightly less than 

during the period of fixed allocations^ and very slightly more than during 1955• 

The CKAJRMi^I inquired whether WHO had the right to propose inter-country 

programmes for financing from Technical Assistance, 

The DEPUTY DmECTCR-GENERAL said that it had, subject to certain qualifications. 

The CHAIRMAN asked why a separate table with a total of 务27 300 had been 

included (page 18) showing activities to be financed from transferred assets of the 

Office International d^hygiène Publique when， apparently； only & much smaller sum 

•would be available from OIKP funds in 1957, 

Mr SIEGEL replied that the table had been included in compliance with 

resolution ША.3.98. Since the amount WIÏ) received from OIEP assets had fallen from 

a fairly large sum to what was only a nominal figure the Committee might wish in its 

report to raise the question th® separate table was now Ticeomssj* 
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The CHAIRMAN suggested that the time had come for the Committee to examine the 

information annexes item by item. 

Part I - Organizational Meetings (Official Records N o . 66， pp. 19-21； 
Document EB17/AP/WP/7, Annex I， section 1) 

World Health Assembly; Tenth Regular Session 

The CHAIRMAN noted that the increase in the estimates for the World Health 

Assembly vas due to the provision in 1957 for the fourth edition of the Handbook of 

Résolutions and Decisions, The "Supplement" showed a provision of $3320. 

Mr SIEGEL drew attention to working paper EB17/AF/WP/7, section 1.2 of Annex I, 

which explained that the supplementary provision was to meet the travel expenses of 

one delegate from.each of th沩 Member States which had been absent from the past several 

Health Assemblies, and to provide additional interpretation and stenographic services 

under Rule 80 of the Assembly’s Bules of Procedure. 

Executive Board and its Committees 

Dr VARGAS-MENDEZ said that he could understand the provision in the "Supplement
и 

for interpretation services for the Health Assembly^ but not that for the Executive 

Board, which seemed to prejudge the issue of its future membership. 

The DШЕСТОВ-GENERAL said that the funds were to cover interpretation from an 

official language other than English^ French or Spanish, should a Member State exercise 

its prerogative under Eule 8 of the BoafS's Rules of Procedure；
1

 such an appropriation 

might even prove necessary in 195^. It was, of course, open to the Board to suggest 

its deletion, if it wished. 

1

 Eule ^ in the revised Bules; see Handbook of Basic Documents, seventh edition. 
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Dr VARGAS -MENDEZ asked whether such .expenditure, if it proved necessary, could 

not be met from emergency fund s
 d 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL replied that h© could finance unforeseen expenditure from 

the Working Capital Fund, but he wondered whether such expenditure could be 

considered unforeseen. 

The CHAIRMAN wondered whether it might not be advisable to review the 

Director-General î s obligations with regard to the official laz^guagee. 

Tü6 DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL explained that the official languages of the Health 

Assembly were English丨 Chinese, French^ Spanish and Russian^ and that although the 

Assembly worked in three languages only； speakers could use any of the five languages, 

which had to be interpreted into English； French and Spanish. Documents were 

circulated in English and French and the Official Records were printed in English, 

French and Spanish, Thus, if a speaker were to use Russian, interpretation would be 

required into those three languages
;
 and a record would have to be made of the original 

speech by a Russian stenographer. In the Board a member could intervene in Russian 

or a government could send a Russian-speaking representative to speak on a specific 

issue without having the right to vote. 

The ChAIRMAN suggested that the Committee should not express any opinion on 

the question。 

Regional Committees 

The CKAJRMAH, referring to the second paragraph in section 1
4
5 of Annex I in 

document EB17/AF/WÍP/7； observed that no precedent existed for provision being made 

to cover the oost of using an additional working language in a regional committee, 



- 2 7 -

EB17/AF/Min/2 Eev.l 

The D ШЕСТОЕ -GENERAL said that the question would require to be carefully 

examined by the Executive Board before the Committee could express itself on the 

financial aspect. Under Article 紅9 of the Constitution of WHO, regional committees 

adopted their own rules of procedure, which also covered the question of official 

and working languages. 

/ 

Dr VABGAS-MENDEZ said that he understood that any additional expenditure arising 

out of a regional ccmnitte©
f

s session being held away from Headquarters was met by 

the host government. 

务 

The DIKECTOS-GENERAL said that the practice varied from region to region. The 

whole issue had been considered in the regional committees, but the stand adopted by-

each differed - a matter to which the Board's attention might well be drawn. 
The CHAIEMâN agreed with the Director-General

1

s suggestion. 

Central Technical Services (Official Records Wo. 66， pp. 22-^0; Document EBI7/AF/WP/7, 

Annex 1, section 2) 

The CHAIEMAJJ asked for an explanation of the proposed increase of $150 679 for 

the Central Technical Services• 

Dr GEAR, Assistant Director-General, department of Central Technical Services, 

said that a detailed report on the responsibilities and functions of the Department 

of Central Technical Services had been given to the Committee the previous year, and 

a summary of the statement could Ъе found in Official Records No• 6l, p^ge 17. It 

had on that occasion been pointed out that the work of the Department had been 

developed to meet the expanding demands of different countries
}
 research institutions, 
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and other international organizations, as well as of WHO units both at Headquarters 

and in the regions. That demand could be expected to increase during the coming 

two years• As the Committee had been informed at the fifteenth session of the 3oard
; 

everything possible had been done to reorganize the Department so as to make the 

greatest use of existing facilities
?
 similarly, administrative methods had been 

reviewed^ The limit of improvement in that respect now appeared to have been reached 

and it seemed impossible to provide more technical services with existing staff, 

hence the proposal for the additional posts listed in section 2.1 of A I Q Q X X to document 

EB17/AF/WP/7• The additional general service posts for the units dealing with 

epidemiological studies, statistical studies and health laboratory methods were 

needed in order to enable existing technical staff to function fully and efficiently. 

If the Committee'desired he could explain in further detail why those additional 

posts were essential* The two additional officers for the Editorial and Reference 

Services were required if monographs were to be issued in Spanish in 1957• 

Additional expenditure on this item of the Spanish monographs
;
 as well as for 

the cost of printing the second edition of the Manual of the International 

Statistical Classification of Diseases, Injuries and Causes of Death, required 

an increase of I36 700^ a sum which also took account of increases in the United 

Nations printing charges. 
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Section 2.5 of Annex 1 to the working paper showed that provision had been made 

for three study groups in 1957. The first had been proposed because of the rapidly 

increasing importance of epidemiological studies to countries whose health services 

were in process of development, as well as to meet the growing world importance of 

the science of epidemiology. The second had been recommended by an informal 

. . . . * • • 

consultant group on cancer which had met recently； and the purpose of the third vas 

to consider such problems as the terminological confus ion in the matter of enteric 

infections. 

Se et ions 2 jS and 2.7 of Annex 1 to the working paper indicated the provisions 

made for the increases in the general services of the Department• 

The CHAIRMAN observed that details concerning the Tuberculosis Research Office 

had not been given in the chapter devoted to the Central Technical Services • 

. - . , ., • . 、 . . ， . . * • - . 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL said that the Office had been discussed in detail by the 

Executive Board at its fifteenth session and he had been instructed in resolution 

EB15.E20 to submit a complete study of how its programme could best be adjusted to 

the general policies of WHO, and to report to the seventeenth session of the Board 

on any steps to implement the recommendations in that study and on how they were 

reflected in his proposed programme and budget for 1957. He had complied with those 

instructions and believed that the Committee should postpone any detailed 

consideration of the changes he had proposed until the Board had examined his report. 
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The CHAIRMAN said that there was some confusion in his mind as to the precise 

purpose of study groups as distinct from expert committees, which were appointed 

and functioned in accordance with established rules of procedure. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL recalled that the matter had been discussed at some 

length during the Board's fifteenth session. The Board had recognized the utility 

of study groups and had asked him to prepare a report on them for consideration 路t 

the present session. 

Dr AL-WAHBI said that,although he regarded the Department of Central Technical 

Services as one of the most important in WHO, he was bound to comment on the fact 

that its appropriations increased almost every year; although there had been no" 

actual financial increase for the year 1956, and one section had been abolished, 

yet its staff had been absorbed into other sections of the Department. Although 

the analysis in the working paper indicated the purposes for which the additional 

proposed expenditure in 1957 would be allotted, he would still like some further 

explanation. 

The CHAIRMAN pointed out that in 1956 the allocation to the Department had in 

fact been increased, though no additional posts had been proposed. 

Dr GEAR explained that the organizational changes initiated over two years 

ago had resulted not in the abolition but in the amalgamation of certain units or 
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the transfer between departments, in the interests of organizational simplicity 

and administrative efficiency. In general terms, therefore, in recent years, 

no additional units for Central Technical Services had been created, apart from 

that which was to deal with atomic energy matters and which, for budgetary 

purposes, had been included in the chapter on Central Technical Services, 

He wished to emphasize that the work of the Department was increasing, not 

only because it was continuing to carry out certain long-standing services dating 

back to the League of Nations and the Office International (^Hygiene Publique, 

but also to meet the growing need coming from many quarters for general inter-

national services. The Director-Creneral had given careful thought to the 

possibility of recommending an increase 

apart from the atomic energy unit, had 

for 1957. He had therefore proposed a 

in the number of technical officers, but 

decided that that would not be appropriate 

few additional general service posts to 

assist the existing technical staff,and two nevr posts in Editorial and Reference 

Services for the special purpose of issuing monographs in Spanish. 

The CHAIRMAN, speaking as a member of the Coiiunittee, said that it was one 

of WHO
1

s principal functions to carry cn certain traditional international 

services, and in contrast to Dr Al-Wahbi
!

s concern, he had heard it suggested in 

certain quarters that the Director-i^nsral
1

s policy had been too conservative. 

It was his personal opinion that central technical services should be expanded. 
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Dr AL-WAHBI said that the views he had expressed at the Board's fifteenth 

session showed that he was fundamentally of the same opinion as the Chairman, 

The CHAIEMAN, speaking as a member of the Committee, suggested that perhaps 

some of WHO'S publications were too costly. For example, the handbook on the treat-

ment of venereal disease among merchant seamen should have been very widely circulated, 

but it had been relatively expensive. 

He would Ъв interested to know why the prices in various currencies of the 

publications seemed to bear little relation to each other. 

He also asked whether the figures on pages 39 and of Official Records N o . 66 

related to all publications or only those distributed free of charge. 

Professor PESONEN said that the publications policy had been laid down some 

years ago and might well Ъе reviewed, since the situation had changed considerably. 

He wondered whether it was necessary for every country in the world to receive 

epidemiological and vital statistics twice a month. Surely it should suffice for 

countries to report severe outbreaks of disease to their immediate neighbours. 

Finally, he suggested that the reports of expert committees might well be 

drafted in more concise form. Anyone interested in more detailed information could 

presumably obtain it from Headquarters. 

Dr GEAB, in reply to Professor Pesonen, explained that epidemiological information 

was distributed Ъу WHO through two separate publications• Firstly, as required by the 

H e a ^ h Assembly, the occurrence of quarantinable diseases was reported to all countries 

through the Weekly Epidemiological Be cord. Secondly, the material received from all 
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countries of their mortality and morbidity was published in the monthly Epidemiological 

and Vital Statistics Eeport. Both these series of publications were distributed free 

to national health administrations and quarantine offices. It was open to any country 

to ask for its name to be removed from the free dietribution lists. 

In reply to the Chairman, he said that the estimates on pages 59 and 40 were 

for all publications, both those distributed free and those sold. 

The CHAIRMAN suggested that countries might be asked to review the list of 

publications which, at their ovn request, they were receiving free of charge• 

Dr GEAE said that following a recent review the system of free distribution 

had been considerably improved and, as requested by the Executive Board, was kept 

under review. 

In reply to a question from Dr ANWAB, he explained that WHO publications were 

sent to health authorities and members of the Board, and that technical publications 

were, in addition, sent to members of expert panels. Distribution of some publications 

to inactive Members had continued. The policy being followed was that which had been 

established by the Board at its ninth and eleventh sessions. In that connexion members 

might wish to refer to Official Record N o . bO, pages 98-99. 

Professor EESONEN doubted whether countries would of their own accord give up 

free publications. Perhaps some other means should be found of restricting their 

distribution. 
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 . . . . . . . . 

• - » ^ . ». 

Dr GEAR replied that the Director-General could not on his own initiative limit 

the distribution of quarantine information even though it might not be of direct 

interest to some countries. It was established policy to make such information as、 

widely known as possible in order to enable countries to take any necessary 

quarantine measures. , 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL informed the Committee that the members designated by-

Pakistan and the Philippines would not be able to attend meetings of the. Committee 

during the current week. . 

The meeting rose at P.m. 
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1 . D E T A I L E D E X A M I N A T I O N A N D A N A L Y S I S O F T H E D I R E C T O R - G E N E R A L Ï S P R O P O S E D 

m O G R A M M E AND BUDGET ESTIMATES FOR 1957: Item 6 of the Agenda 

(Official Records N O . 66- DocumentS‘ EB17/AF/WP/1 to 1 5〉 . 

General Discusgion . 

The CHAIRMAN said that the Rapporteurs had tentatively agreed to draft the 

Committee
5

s report in the same form as that which had been drafted at the 

fifteenth session of the Board, They would, however^ welcome suggestions from 

members on that point » 

Dr VARGAS-MENDEZ inquired whether it vas intended to make the recommendations 

on the "Supplement" (Annex 3 of Official Records No
0
 66) the subject of an annex. 

The CHAIRMAN thought that when the Committee discussed each item of the 

Proposed Programme and Budget Estimates for 1957 (Official Records Ncu 66) it 

should first consider the figures without supplement and then the supplementary 

figures. But before it examined the Estimates in detail, the Committee should 

perhaps have a general discussion on thenu 

Dr ANWAR asked how the supplementary estimates had been calculated, 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL replied that the second set of figures in the various 

summary tables, the figures with the supplement added, were based on the 

assumption that all Members of the Organization^ both active Members and those 

which were at present inactive； would play an active part in the Organization
1

s 

work in 1957, He drew attention to pages 366-368 of the Estimates, where the 

activities supplementing the various parts of the budget were summarized. All 

but $250,000 of the amount represented estimated costs of Organizational Meetings, 
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requests from governments from all regions, etc. The $250,000 was a contingency 

provision to meet such requests as might be received from Member governments which 

were not now actively participating in the work of the Organization. 

Dr ANWAE said he supposed those figures represented very rough estimates. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL said that vas not so; they vere based on reasonable 

assumptions concerning requests from Member governments. 

The CHAIRMAN assumed that， after examining the Proposed Programme and Budget 

Estimates for 1957 in detail^ the Committee would consider a budget level for 

recommendation to the Board. He invited general comments on the Estimates, in 

particular on the first table on page 10 and on the table on pages XXII-XXVIII. 

Mr CALDHRWOOD， adviser to Dr van Zile Hyde, referring to the table on 

page XXVII, said that he believed provision had been made in the 1956 budget for an 

increase in the staff for the European Region because the Regional Office was to be 

transferred from Geneva to Copenhagenj there seemed, however, to be an increase 

in \9Ъ1. 

Mr SIEGEL， Assistant Director-General, Department of Administration and 

Finance
;
 explained that the transfer of the Regional Office for Europe had been 

postponed until 1957 so that the increase in staff necessary for the transfer 

would not be made in 1956 as originally estimated. 

The CHAIRMAN asked Mr Siegel to submit a document to the Committee showing 

what money had been saved in 1956 owing to that transfer being postponed. 
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Mr SIEGEL said that the information would appear in the Board doevunent dealing 

with transfers between sections of the Appropriation Resolution for 1956. 

The CHAIRMAN invited comments on the first table on page 2, remarking that 

the percentage of the total for Central Teohnical Services, for Headquarters Advisory 

Services, and for Administration and Finance had decreased (although the aet.ua! 

amounts propaeedfor expenditure on those services in 1957 were higher than for 

1956 or 1955), whilst the percentage for field services was larger. 

Mr SIEGEL drew attention to the charts in doouments EB17/AP/rfP/l
#
 2 and 3, 

which showed the proportions of the 1956 and of the two alternative 1957 budgets 

for the different purposes. 、.’’. 

• • .. .. - •"• • 

The CHAIRMAN inquired whether the Secretariat had prepared a document on 

the subjeot of Technical Assistance funds. 

The DIRECTOR-QENERAL said that the Secretariat was preparing such a document 

for the Executive Board; he would have it distributed to members of the Committee 

as soon as possible, probably in two or three days time. Perhaps the Committee 

would like Dr Dorolle, the Deputy Director-General,to make an oral statanent on 

the subjeot at the next meeting. 

The CHAIRMAN inqtiired whether the figures shown wider Other Extra-Budgetary 

Fvnds could be considered as reliable. 

Mr SIEGEL replied that those funds consisted of amounts made available by 

Ш1СЕР and smaller amounts provided by the Pan American Sanitary Bureau, the Colombo 

Plan, eto, The figure for 1955 was, he believed, accurate, but those for 1956 and 
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1957 were to & certain extent provisional
#
 Such funds were provided after the 

approval of the UNICEF Executive Board or the Pan American Sanitary Organization. 

The UNICEP Executive Board might approve additional ajnounts during 1956 and 19571 

so far it had approved the allocation of only $3
#
790

#
бОО for health programmes in 

1957# and the Pan Amerloan Sanitary Organization had not yet approved the allocation 
• .... ,. 

of any funds for that year, although its budget for 1956 had been voted• The 

Committee could see the amounts anticipated to be available In the three years in 

Official Records No. 66, page J. 

The CHAIRMAN invited comments on the Casual Income figures on page 9 of 

Official Records No» 66
#
 He inquired whether money from the Publications Revolving 

PUPd autoaiatioally treated as casual income. 

Mr SIBOEL said that thé figure of $37,000 shown as available by transfer from 

the Publications Revolving Fund, as shovm on page 9 of the Estimates, was money 

which it was expected would be received direotly from the Publications Revolving 

Fund for. finanoing activities of that Fund. But he would remind the Committee that 

it was the Board
1

 s duty to inform the World Health Assembly every year whether it 

thought money from the Fund could be made available as miscellaneous income to 

finance the budget by special decision of the Assembly. Such a decision had been 

made for the first time at the Eighth World Health Assembly. 

Mr CALDERMOOD asked whether contributions for past years received from Members 

which were in arrears were automatically placed in the Assembly Suspense Accounts 
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Mr SIEGEL replied that such contributions were placed in the Assembly Suspense 

Acoount only when they were not required for another purpose, for example, when they 

wereta excess of the amount actually obligated by the Organization during the year 

to which they related. 

Mr CALDERWOOD said that since Casual Income would be much less in 1957 than 

in 1956, the contributions which governments would be asked to make for 195f would 

be larger than for 1956, even if the Organization^ programme were not expanded. 

The CHAIRMAN invited comments on the form in which the Proposed Programme and 

Budget Estimates had been presented. 

Dr AL-WAHBI said that in general he was quite satisfied with the Estimates : 

as could be seen from page 2, the percentage of the total spent on advisory and 

field services was steadily being increased, as both the Executive Board and the 

World Health Assembly and also individual Member governments had urged. 

Mr CALDERWOOD was glad to note that the Director-General was recommending 

that the percentage should be increased still further if contributions for 1957 

were received from Members who were at present inactive• . 
Dr ANWAR said that there appeared to be considerable uncertainty regarding 

Technical Assistance! but the new procediere relating to requests for such assistance 

approved recently by the Technical Assistance Committee would, he hoped, lead to 

an improvement. 

Dr DOROLLE^ Deputy Dire otor-Gener al
;
 said that, as stated in the Introduction, 

the Estimates had been drawn up before the programme had been approved by the TAC, 

He could now inform the Committee that the TAC had approved the 1956 programme 
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submitted by the Technical Assistance Board. He would make a statement on the subjeot 

of Technical Assistance at the next meeting, but he would mention at present that 

there had been fewer disruptions regarding the planning and approval of the Technical 

Assistance programme for 1956 than had been anticipated. 

Dr ANWAR inquired whether the Direotor-General had any information as to whether 

governments were meeting the expectations of WHO in including health programmes as 

an important part of economic development programmes» 

The DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL said that th 费 percentage of the total estimated 

expenditure for 195Ó under the Expanded Programme of Teckmical Assistance on projects 

for which WHO was responsible was 19»65 per c e n t” i.e. only slightly less than 

during the period of fixed allocations^ and very slightly more than during 1955• 

The СНАШШ1 inquired whether WHO had the right to propose inter•country 

programmes for financing from Technical Assistance, 

The DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL said that it had, subject to certain qualifications. 

The СБА1ШШ asked why a separate table with a total of $27,300 had been 

included (page 18) showing activities to be financed from transferred assets of the 

Office International d^Hygiène Publique when, appareñtly, only ь. much smaller sum 

would be available from OIHP funds in 1957• 

Mr SIEGEb replied that the table had been included in compliance with 

resolution WHA.3^98. Since the amount WID received from OIHP assets had fallen from 

a fairly large sum to vrtiat was only a nominal figure the Committee might wish in its 

report to raise the question as to whether the separate table was now necessary. 
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The CHAIRMAN suggested that the time had come for the Committee to examine the 

information annexes item by item. 

Part I - Organizational Meetings (Official Records No, 66， page 19) 

World Health Assembly? Tenth Regular Session 

The CHAIRMAN noted that the increase in the estimates for the World Health 

Assembly was due to the provision in 1957 for the fourth edition of the Handbook of 

Resolutions and Decisions^ The
 n

Supplement" showed a provision of $ D 2 0 , 

Mr SIEGEL drew attention to working paper EB17/AP/WP/7, page 1 of Annex I, which 

explained that the supplementary provision was to meet the travel expenses of one 

delegate from each of the Member States which had been absent from the past several 

Health Assemblies, and to provide additional interprétât i on and stenographic services 

under Rule 80 of the Assembly's Rules of Procedure, 

The CHAIRMAN read out Rule 80。 

Executive Board __and its Committees . 

Dr VARGAS-MANDEZ said that be cculd understand the provision in the "Supplement" 

for interpretation services for the Health Assembly, but not that for the Executive 

Board, which seemed to prejudge the issue of its future membership* 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL said that the funds were to cover interpretation from an 

official language other than English, French or Spanish, should a Member State 
* • • • 

exercise its p^rogative under Rule 8 of the Beard
1

 s Rules of Procedure； such an 

appropriation might even prove necessary in 1936, It was, of course, open to the 

Board to suggest its deletion, if it wished„ 
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Dr VARGAS«MENDEZ asked whether such .expenditure, if it proved necessary, could 

not be met from emergency funds. 

The DIRECTOR^GENEEîAL replied that he could finance unforeseen expenditure from 

the Working Capital Fund, but h© wondered whether such expenditure could be 

considered unforeseen. 

The CHAIRMAN wondered whether it might not be advisable to review the 

Director-General
r

s obligations with regard to the official languages• ^ 

The DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL explained that the official languages of the Health 

Assembly were English, Chinese, French, Spanish and Russian, and that although the -

Assembly worked in three languages only, speakers could use any of the five languages
f 

which had to be interpreted into English； French and Spanish, Documents were 

circulated in English and French and the Official Records were printed in English, 

French and Spanish. Thus, if a speaker were to use Russian, interpretation would be 

required into those three languages, and a record would have to be made of the original 

speech by a Russian stenographer. In the Board a member could intervene in Russian 

or a government could send a Rus s ian-speaking representative to speak on a specific 

issue without having the right to vote. 

The CHAIRMAN suggested that the Committee should not express any opinion on 

the question. 

Regional Coinmlttees (Official Records No, 66, p . 19, Document EB/AF/WP/7, 

Annex I
p
 p. 2) 

The CHAIRMAN, referring to the second paragraph in section 1.5 of Annex I in 

document EB17/AF/WÏ>/7, observed that no precedent existed for provision being made 

to cover the cost of using an additional working language in a regional committee 
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The DIRECTOR-GENERAL said that the question would require to b© carefully 

examined by the Executive Board before the Committee could express itself on the 

financial aspeot. Under Article 49 of the Constitution of WHO, regional committees 

adopted their own rules of procedure which also covered the question of official 

and working languages. 

Dr VARGAS-MANDEZ said that he understood that any additional expenditure arising 

out of a regional committee's session being held away from Headquarters was met by 

the host government
# 

The DIRECTOR一GENERAL said that the practice varied from region to region. The 

whole issue had been considered in the regional committees, but the stand adopted 

by each differed - a matter to which the Board^s attention might well be drawn. 

The CHAIRMAN agreed with the Director-General，s suggestion* 

Central Technical Services {Official Records No. 66, pp. 22-40, Document EB17/AF/WP/7 

Annex I, pp. 4-7) 

The CHAIRMAN asked for an explanation of the proposed increase of £150,679 for 

the Central Technical Services. 

Dr GEAR, Assistant Director-General, Department of Central Technical Services, 

said that a detailed report on the responsibilities and functions of the Department 

of Central Technical Services had been given to the Committee the previous year, and 

a summary of the statement could be found in Official Records No
#
 6l

}
 page 17. It 

had on that occasion been pointed out that the work of the Department had been 

developed to meet the expanding demands of different countries^ research institutions^ 



EB17/AF/Min/2 

page 11 

and other international organizations, as well as of "WHO units both at Headquarters 

and in the regions. That demand could be expected to increase during the coming 

two years. As the Corauitte© had been informed at the fifteenth session of the Board, 

everything possible had been done to re一organize the Department so as to make the 

greatest use of existing facilities
9
 similarly, administrative methods had been 

reviewed. The limit of improvement in that respect now appeared to have been reached 

and it seemed impossible to provide more technical services with existing staff, 

hence the proposal for the additional posts listed in section 2.1 of document 

EB17/AF/WP/7. The additional general service posts for the units dealing with 

epidemiological studies, statistical studies and health laboratory methods were 

needed in order to enable existing technical staff to function fully and efficiently. 

If the Coirmiittee desired he could explain in further detail why those additional 

posts were essential. The two additional officers for the Editorial and Reference 

Services were required if monographs were to be issued in Spanish in 1957. 

Additional expenditure ofi this item of the Spanish monographs, as well as for 

the cost of printing the second edition of the Manual of the International 

Statistical Classification of Diseases, Injuries and Causes of Death, required 

an increase of $36,700： a sum which also took account of increases in the United 

Nations printing charges. 
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Section 2é5 in the working paper showed that provision had been made for 

three study groupe in 1957• The first had been proposed because of the rapidly 

increasing importance of epidemiological studies to countries whose health services 

were in process of development, as well as to meet the growing world importance of 

the science of epidemiology. The second had been recommended by an informal 

consultant group on cancer which had met recently1 and the purpose of the third 

was to consider such problems as the terminological confusion in the matter of 

enteric infections. 

Sections 2.6 and 2.7 in the working paper indicated the provisions made for 

the increases in the general services of the Department. 

The CHAIRMAN observed that details concerning the Tuberculosis Research Office 

had not been given in the chapter devoted to the Central Technical Services• 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL said that the *®ffice had been discussed in detail by the 

Executive Qoard at its fifteenth session and he had been instructed in resolution 

EBI5 t3ia0 to submit a complete study of how its programme could best be adjusted to 

the general policies of WHp, and to report to the seventeenth session of the Board 

on any steps to implement the recommendations in that study and on how they 

were reflected in his proposed prograrrane and budget for 1957• He had complied 

with those instructions and believed that the Committee should postpone any 

detailed consideration of the changes he had proposed until the Board had examined 

his report. 
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The CHAIRMAN said that there was some confusion in his mind as to the precise 

purpose of study groups as distinct from expert committees, which were appointed 

and functioned in accordance with established rules of procedure. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL recalled that the matter had been discussed at some . 

length during the Board's fifteenth session. The Board had recognized the utility 
» ' • 

of study groups and had asked him to prepare a report on them for consideration at 

the present session. 

Dr AL-WAHBI said that although he regarded the Department of Central Technical 

Services as one of the most important in WHO, he was bound to comment on the fact 

that its appropriations increased almost every year; although there had been no 

actual financial increase for the year 1956, and one section had been abolished, 

yet its staff had been absorbed into other sections of the Department. Although 

the analysis in the working paper indicated the purposes for which the additional 

proposed expenditure in 1957 would be allotted, he would still like some further 

explanation. 

The CHAIRMAN pointed out that in 1956 the allocation to the Department had in 

fact been increased,. though no additional posts had been proposed. 

Dr SEAR explained that the organizational changes initiated over two years 

ago had resulted not in the abolition but in the amalgamation of certain units or 
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the transfer between departments, in the interests of organizational simplicity 

and administrative efficiency. In general terms, therefore, in recent years, 

no additional units for Central Technical Services had been created, apart from 

that which was to deal with atomic energy matters and which, for budgetary 

purposes, had been included in the chapter on Central Technical Services• 

He wished to emphasize that the work of the Department was increasing, not 

only because it was continuing to carry out certain long-standing services dating 

back to the League of Nations and the Çffice International d
l

Hygiène Publique, 

but also to meet the growing need coming from many quarters for general Inter-

national services. The Director-General had given careful thought to the 

possibility of recommending ал increase in the number of technical officers, but 

apart from the atomic energy unit, had decided that that would not be appropriate 

for 1957. He had therefore proposed a few additional general service posts to 

assist the existing technical staff,and two new posts In Editorial and Reference 

Services for the special purpose of issuing monographs in Spanish, 

The CHAIRMAN, speaking as a member of the Committee, said that it was one 

of WHO
1

s principle functions to carry on certain traditional international 

S e r v i e a n d in contrast to Dr Al-Wahbi*.s concern, be had heard it suggested in 

certain quarters that the Director-General
1

s policy had been too conservative. 

It vas hig personal opinion that central technical services should be expanded-
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Dr AL-WAHBI said that the views he had expressed at the Board‘e fifteenth 

session showed that he was fundamentally of the same opinion as the Chairman• 

The CHAIRMAN，speaking as a member of the Committee，suggested that perhaps 

some of WHOts publications were too costly. For example, the handbook on the 

treatment of venereal disease among merchant seamen should have been very widely 

circulated^ but it had been relatively expensive• 

He would be interested to know why the prices in various currencies of the 

publications seemed to bear little relation to each other. 

He also asked whether the figures on pages 39 and Uo of Official Records Wo, 66 

related to all publications or only those distributed free of charge• 

Professor PESONEN said that "the publications policy had been laid down some 

years ago and might well be reviewed, since the situation had changed considerably. 

He wondered whether it was necessary for every country in the world to receive 

epidemiological and vital statistics twice a month. Surely it should suffice for 

countries to report severe outbreaks of disease to their immediate neighbours. 

Finally, he suggested that the reports of expert committees might well be 

drafted in more concise form. Anyone interested in more detailed information could 

presumably obtain it from Headquarters. 

Dr GEAR, in reply to Professor Pesonen, explained that epidemiological 

information was distributed by WHO through two separate publications. Firstly the 

weekly occurrence of quarantinable diseases as required by the Assembly was reported 

to all countries weekly through the Weekly Epidemiological Record. Secondly the 
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material received from all countries of their mortality and morbidity was published 

in the monthly Epidemiological and Vital Statistics Report, Both these series of 

publications were distributed free to national health administrations and quarantine 

o f f i c e I t was open to any country to ask for its name to be removed from the free 

distribution lists. 

In reply to the Chairman, he said that the estimates on pages 39 and ko were for 

all.publications， both those distributed free and those sold. 

The CHAIRMAN suggested that countries might be asked to. review the list of 

publications which, at theif own request， they were receiving free of charge. 

Dr GEAR said that following a recent review the system of free distribution had 

been considerably improved and, as requested by the Executive Board^ was kept under 

review. 

In reply to Dr ̂ iiNWAR, he explained th^t^WH® publications wene servbuta health. author-

it ie s and members ot the Board, and that-technical publications were, Ы addition, sent to 

members of expert panels. Distribution of some publications to inactive Members had 

continued. The policy being followed was that which had been established by the Board 

at its ninth and eleventh sessions. In that ^connexion members might wish to refer 

to Official Record No. pages 98-99. 

Professor PESONEN doubted whether countries would of their own accord give up 

free publications. Perhaps some other means should be found of restricting their 

distribution. 
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Dr GEAR replied that the Director-General could not on his 'own initiative limit 

the distribution of quarantine information even though it might not be of direct 

interest to some countries» It was established policy to make such information as 

widely known as possible in order to enable countries to take any necessary 

quarantine measures• 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL informed members that the members designated by Pakistan 

and the Philippines would not be able to attend meetings of the Committee during the 

current week. 

The meeting rose at 


