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1. REPORT ON THE MALARIA CONFERENCE FOR THE WESTERN PACIFIC AND SOUTH-EAST ASIA. 
REGIONS: SECOND A S I M MALARIA CONFERENCEî Item 2.9 of the Agenda 
(Document EB17/17) (continued) 

Professor JETTTÍAR warned the medical profession against being over-confident 

about the eradication of malaria, and quoted the example of his country^ where, 

after the Second World War, seven endemic foci had developed in the East» However, 

owing to the fact that Austria had a long winter in which oocysts and sporoaoites 

degenerated in the body of the infected anopheles mosquito, those foci had all been 

eliminated without great difficulty. Other countries with different climatic 

conditions might have found the problem more intractable• 

The CHAIRMAN said that the members of the Standing Committee on Administration 

and Finance would recollect the discussion as to whether the report of the second 

Asian Malaria Conference should be printed. Some believed it important to make 

such material available to national health services as quickly as possible^ 

Dr JAFAR held that the Standing Committee should consider the matter again 

before the Board took ацу decision. He personally did not believe arçr useful 

purpose would be served by publishing a report the contents of which were already 

well known to all members of the Regional Committees for the Western Pacific and 

for South-East Asia
# 

Dr BRADY said that if the question were to be referred back to the Standing 

Coinmittee^ the Board must give a clear indication of its wishes. 
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The CHAIRMâN, pointing out that the Standing Committee had already discussed 

the question in detail, expressed the belief that the report, parts of which had 

already been published in the Chronicle, would be extremely useful to Member 

States and should be printed, 

Dr SUARE2 agreed with the Chairman, particularly as the report put forward 

different points of view which would Ъе of interest to health administrations. 

Dr SIRI, endorsing the previous speakeres remarks, said that the findings of 

everts who were in continuous .contact with the problem of the control and eradica-

tion of malaria should be made widely known in readily accessible form becausej 

despite the outstanding results achieved by the use of DDT, malaria, which was due 

to certain geographic and. social conditions, would remain a problem for centuries, 

The CHAIRMAN said, that, in his personal c a p a c i t y h e wished to propose the 

following draft resolution： 

The Executive Board 

1. NOTES the report of the Malaria. Conference for the Western Pacific and 

South-East Asia Regions (Second Asian Malaria Conference)j 

2 . THANKS the experts who attended the Conference； and 

. 3 , RECCKMENDS the publication of the full text of the report. 

Dr JAFA.R asked that the draft resolution be put to the vote so that he might 

record hié opposition to it. 
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Dr SIRI supported the Chairman's proposalj but hoped that its adoption would 

not mean that members would be precluded, from commenting further on the malaria 

programme in connexion with the Budget, 

He would be interested to learn the reasons for Dr Jafar's opposition, 

The CHAIRMAN assured Dr Sir! that the draft resolution related solely to 

item 2,9 of the agenda and members would of course be entitled to bring up any 

points connected with malaria eradication during, the discussion of the budget. 

Dr ANWAR said that he wc.uld support the draft resolution on the understanding 

that the reports of other conferences on malaria, both past and future, would be 

published. Progress in eradication was so rapid that public health authorities 

should be kept regularly informed of developments so that they could keep abreast 

of changing techniques and reorientate their policy as rapidly as possible* 

Professor PESONEN asked whether it would be appropriate for him at the present 

stage to draw the Board's attention to the importance of the reports of expert 

committees being published as rapidly as possible. 

The СЕА.ШШ suggested that Professer Pescnen's point might be taken up later. 

It was go agreed. 

The CHAIRMAN explained that he had submitted his draft resolution in the 

conviction that at the present juncture it was vital for the health authorities of 

numerous сошгtries to have at their disposal all relevant material on malaria 



eradication. He therefore felt it the duty of Ш0 to publish the report of the 

Second Asian Malaria Conference, 

Dr J AFAR maintained that it was unnecessary to publish material some oí which 

had already appeared, in the Chronicle• In addition he believed that the views 

expressed at that Conference were already known. He accordingly saw no justifica-

tion for the expenditure which the CSiairman's draft resolution would entail. 

Dr SIlîI did not believe that the expenditure involved was high in relation to 

the Importance of the subject. 

Decision: The Chairman's draft resolution was adopted by 12 votes to 2 
with 2 abstentionp (see resolution :j;BX7.R20). 

2, REPORT ON APP<JBÎTÏ>ÎENTS TU EXPjSRT ADVISuRY PANELS AND Cü№lITTESS: . Item 2.13 
of the Agenda (Document 狐 7 / 5 2 ) 

Dr DüRüLLE, Deputy Director-General, drew attention to the fact that the 

asterisks and footnote on page 41 of document EB17/52 were a typographical error 

and should be deleted. 

The DIRSGTOR-Gffl^IERAL, introducing his list of appointments to expert advisory 

panels and coïïcuittees (document BB17/52) reminded the Board that by virtue of 

Rule 4Д of the Regulations for Expert Advisory Panels and Committees, their members 

were selected and appointed by the Director-General, all such appointments being 

reported to the Board at its following session. 
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Dr AZUMA, asked how the Director-General selected members. It was of the 

greatest importance to exercise care in ensuring that the best qualified persone 

from as wide a range of countries as possible were chosen, in view of the important 

contribution to Ш0' s work made by the expert advisory panels and committees. 

The DIRECTOR-GMEEiA.L replied that he had several sources of infomation to 

help him in making his choice: technical staff both at Headquarters and ift the 

Regions5 existing members of panels and committees¿ suggestions from goverrments¡ 

non-governmental organizations3 and finally, medical literature. Under the 

regulations he had to consult national health, administrations about the proposed 

candidates
л
 but the final decision lay with him. 

Dr AZUMA, expressed himself fully satisfied with the Director-General's method, 

but said that experience in his own country led him to suggest that the Director»,：.. 

General should take into account the language qualifications of candidate^ ̂ rcm 

countries where persons were not usually conversant witH the working languages of 

the Organization, It was obvious that in the interests of effective work pro-

fessional and technical qualifications were not enough unless accompanied by some 

knowledge of either English, French or Spanish. No doubt regional office staff, 

owing to the personal contacts they were'able to establish with medical people in 

the region concerned, were able to give the Director-General useful information. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL said he would certainly bear Dr A z u m a i m p o r t a n t peint 

in mind. 

Dr JilFAR asked whether he was right in thinking that regional office staff were 

being of assistance tc the Director-General in his task of selecting candidates. 
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Пге DIRECTOR-GENERAL confirmed that that was soj regional office staff, as 

they became more closely acquainted with the medical profession of the countries 

concerned, would undoubtedly provide increasingly useful information^ 

Dr SIRI commended the Director^General on his efforts to choose the most 

highly qualified candidates and on the procedures followed. Although Dr Azuma 

had raised an important consideration, he believed personally that in some cases 

the absence of linguistic qualifications should not debar a particularly suitable 

person from being appointed. 

The CHAIRMAN submitted the following draft resolution: 

The Executive Board 

NOTES the report of the Director-General on appointments to export 

advisory panels and committees« 

Decision» The <jraft resolution was adopted (see resolution EB17.R21). 

3. CONVENTIONS ON ADDICTION-PRODUCING DRUGS - CLASSIFICATION OF SUBSTANCESî 
Item 2.7 of the Agenda (Resolution ¥HA.7.6j Documents EBX7/11 and Corr.l) 

Dr GEAR, Assistant Director-General, Department of Central Technical Services, 

introducing documents EB17/11 and Corr.l, said that it listed the decisions taken 

ty the Director-Gemral after having received the advice of the Expert Coiœnittee on 

Drugs Liable to Produce Addiction concerning the classification of substances under 

thq Opium Convention of 1925, the Convention of 1931 for Limiting the Manufacture 

and Regulating the Distribution of Narcotic Drugs, and the Protocol of 1948, The 

paper was submitted for information and did not require aotton on the part of the 

Board, 
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Dr VARGAS-M^IDEZ asked whether it might not be possible for the convenience of 

governments to publish a complete list of addiction-producing drugs• 

Dr GEAR said that the United Nations was preparing a single convention to replace 

previous ones concerned with the international control of narcotic drugs for which the 

Commission on Narcotic Drugs, the Permanent Central Opium Board and the Narcotic Drugs 

Supervisory Board were responsible• WHO
1

 s function was to provide technical advice* 

The technical opinions on various drugs which the Director-General had submitted to 

the Secretary-General of the United Nations was based on the reports of the Expert 

Committee on Drugs Liable to Produce Addiction^ those reports had been published. 

The CHAIRMAN submitted the following draft resolution: 

The Executive Board 

Considering the request made by the Seventh World Health Assembly in 

its resolution WHA.7.6, 

NOTES the report of the Director-General on the decisions taken by him, 

vçjon receipt of the appropriate expert advice, as to the classification of 

substances under certain international agreements. 

Decision- The draft resolution was adopted (see resolution EBX7.R22), 

4. TUBERCULOSIS RESEARCH OFFICE, COPENHAGEN; Item 2.2 of the Agenda 
(Resolution EB15.R20; Documents EB17/43

1

 and Add.l) 

The CHAIRMAN observed that the Standing Committee on Administration and Finance 

was awaiting the Board's comments on item 2,2 before considering the financial 

implications of the Tuberculosis Research Office. It would be remembered that the 

TRO had been discussed at great length during 七 h e fifteenth session .of the Board. 

1 Parts II and 工 I I and Annexes 1 and 2 of this document are reproduced in 
Annex 6 to Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org. 68 . 



Professor i?ESONEN noted that the Director-General in his valuable report had 

clearly stated that the review of the programme showed that the studies being 

carried out by ТШ were intrinsically sound and had some direct relation to the 

Organization
1

 s tuberculosis programme； he had added that in principle none of the 

activities shouüd be interrupted
t
 ilt the same time he had adjusted, the work to 

fit in with the general policies of WBJ and was planning to transfer some of it to 

national bodies• 

He himself agreed that research should continue and expressed satisfaction 

with the Director-General
1

s plans
t 

Judging from experience in his own country^ the question of rehabilitation 

after cure should perhaps be considered^ for in Finland, despite the BCG campaign 

and the extensive X-ray programme which had been carried out, while mortality from 

tuberculosis had decreased, the number cf patients had grown. 

The DIRSCTüá-GENERAL said that a suimary of the Board*s discussions of Ш), 

at its fifteenth session^ would be found on pages 20-23 of Official Records No* 61• 

The text of the Board's resolution adopted on that occasion had been reproduced at 

the beginning cf his report (doci3ment EB17/43) • In compliance with the instructions 

laid down therein, he had studied TRU*s programme in relation to the Organization' s 

tuberculosis programme arid the possibility of the work being continued by national . 

governments with technical, and in some cases financial, assistance from Ш0, 

Chapter I of his report described WHU^s tuberculosis-control programme and, 

> , 
chapter III dealt with the future rule of TRÜ in that programme, 
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He had discussed with the Indian Council cí Medical Research the possibility 

of its assuming responsibility for the I-Iadanapalle Field Research Station, and had 

been negotiating with the Danish authorities to transfer full responsibility for the 

Danish tuberculosis index to the national health service of that country. Siiiiilarly, 

the Government of Denmark might be asked to take over responsibility for the Tuber-

culos is Ixonixnization Research Centre which. ¥Ш would, continue to assist,. The 

negotiations with the Government of India and the Indian Council of Medical Research 

shculd also continue with a view tc' the latter taking over the s^udy on chemotherapy 

in India as a country project. 

Annex I of the repor»t listed the changes he proposed in the light of the Board's 
« ••• 

instructions and particularly of its injunctácn thai; the valuable work being carried 

out by TRU should not be jeopardized or destroyed, 

Dr LE ROUX said that after the prolonged and frank discussions on ТШ at the 

fifteenth session, when some members of the Board had expressed the view that 

developments were not entirely in line with MiO^s general policy, the Director-

General could now be congratulated for having thoroughly reviewed the positicn and 

for establishing the work ôn a sounder footing. 

Dr VOLLENWEIDSR endorsed the remarks of the previous speaker, 

Dr AZUItt. paid tribute to the faithful way in which the Director-General had 

carried cut the Board's instructions in a relatively short period cf He 

hoped that in future mere information, wculc. be available on the work and functions 

of TRO, about which lit.tle was known, for example, amc
;

ng tuberculosis research 

workers in his own country. 
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Dr BERNARD, adviser to Professor Parisot, associated himself with the 

favourable comments on the way in which the Director-General had carried out the 

Board's instructions^ but as TRO constituted only one phase in a long-term programme 

the Director-General would expect further guidance. 

He proposed to divide his comments under three heads: technical, administrative 

and financial. First, he found the statement of TRO
T

s role in the general 

tuberculosis prograjTime a convincing one, but doubted whether it could appropriately 

deal with such matters as the investigations regarding the keeping quality of 

dilutions of PPD, mentioned on page 10 of the report under 1(a), Tuberculin testing» 

Surely such investigations wore the responsibility of national institutions, and 

TRO should be concerned with co-ordination. He was also disturbed by the statement 

on page 17 that TRO was responsible for training the personnel of mass vaccination 

teams• He would have thought that persons engaged on that work should already Ъа 

fully trained. 

He considered it wise of the Director-General to have integrated the work of 

TRO with that of the Tuberculosis Section in the Division of Communicable Disease 

Services at Headquarter^. 

The financial implications would, of course, have to Ъе exajnined Ъу the 

Standing Comraittee in the light of the requirement laid down in paragraph 3 of the 

Board
1

 s resolution EB15»R20# Hg noted with concern that the reduction in the 

number of posts reflected in the Proposed Programme and Budget Estimates for 1957 

had not led to aiy sizable reduction in the estimates^ 



The CHAIRMAN observed that Dr Bernard's last point would be discussed Ъу the 

Standing Committee^ 

The DIRECTOR一GENERAL said that he would certainly keep in mind Dr Bernard
1

 s 

point concerning the need for national research organizations to deal with technical 

matters, but naturally in adjusting the work of TRC he must proceed with caution in 

order not to destroy what was valuable in that work
e
 With regard to the use of 

TRO as a training centre he entirely agreed that it should provide additional 

training for persons already qualified. 

Dr ANWAR thanked the Director-General for a report which clearly delineated, 

the relationship of TRO
1

 s work to that of WHO in the field of tuberculosis. The 

Director-General
y
 in taking certain steps to meet the wishes expressed by the Board 

at its fifteenth session, had taken caro not to jeopardize a programme which was 

highly useful to governments• He himself was not in favour of reducing the 

appropriations to TRO but agreed that its programme should be brought more into 

line with the Organization^ policy• 

Dr BRADY said that the first results of treating tuberculosis in the home with 

drugs had been so promising that he wondered whether a new era had begun so far as 

the control of tuberculosis was concerned. He had noted that there was some 

provision in WHO
1

 s tuberculosis programme for work on the treatment of tuberculosis 

in the home with drugs, but he thought that the Board should perhaps authorize the 

D ire с tor -Gen eral to devote a larger part of the funds available for that programme 

to such work, if he thought that new developments warranted it. 



Dr LE ROUX recalled that at the fifteenth session of 

discussed the possibility of launching a project relating 

of tuberculosis patients in India, he had urgod the Board 

the present session he could sa¡/- something roore positive, 

in South Africa had been investigating the results of domiciliary, treatment of 

tuberculosis patients for some time. The success of such treatment had been 

phenomenal^ largely owing to the favourable reaction of the population. As a result, 

it had been agreed tiaat there was no need to build new tuberculosis hospitals• 

Leading industrialists had associated themselves with a plan for allowing tuborculosis 

patients to continue their normal occupations. The South African health authorities 

were carrying out a project which covered a population of 10 000 Indians in a 

district near Durban (he gave details of the dosages given to cases and contacts). 

Those responsible for carrying out the project had naturally been anxious regarding 

the development of resistant organisms3 resistant organisms had in fact been found, 

but they were not sufficient to kill even a guinea-pig
 #
 Consequently he warnûy 

agreed with the suggestion made ty Dr Brady, 

Dr SUÁRSZ expressed gratitude to the Director-General for having complied so 

successfully with the .request the Board had addressed to him at its fifteenth session, 
• 9 

and he expressed appreciation of the statement made by Dr Bernard. There was one 

point, however, on which he did not agree with Dr Bernard; the measure for assessing 

the success of BGG vaccination was the but there were marçr difficulties 

conneoted with those tests which only institutes could deal with successfully. He 

therefore thought that research on the keeping qualities of PPD should be done by an 

international body, so that the facilities available in the world would be fully 

the Board, when it had 

to domiciliary treatment 

to exorcise cautionj at 

The health authorities • 

utilized. 
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The CHAIRMAN suggested the adoption of the following draft resolution: 

The Executive Board, 

Having considered the report of the Director-General on his study of the 

Tuberculosis Research Office and on the steps taken as a consequence of this 

studyj 

Having thereby reviewed the tuberculosis programe of the World Health 

Organization and the role of the Tuberculosis Research Office in this programme, 

1. NOTES this report; 

2. APPROVES in principle the steps taken by the Director-General
¿ 

3 . BELIEVES that the Tuberculosis Research Office is playing and should 

continue to play a useful part in meeting the need for field research in the 

tuberculosis programme of the Organization^ 

4 . REQUESTS the Director-General to report to the twenty-first session of 

the Board on the Tuberculosis Research Office's activities. 

Decisions The Board unanimously adopted the draft resolution 
(see resolution EB17.R23). 

The meeting rose at 10.40 a,ra. 
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1 . REPORT ON THE MAIARIâ CONFERENCE FOE THE WESTERN PACIFIC AND SÜÜTH-EíIST'ASIA. 
REGIONS: SECOND ASIAN HA.IARIA. GONFERENCSs Item 2,9 of the Agenda 
(Document EB17/17) (continued) 

Professor JETTMâJl warned the medical profession against being o ver«conf ident 

about the eradication of malaria, and quoted the example of his country where, 

t 一 

after the Second World ¥ar
>
 seven endemic foci had developed in the east* However^ 

owing to the fact that Austria had a long winter which inhibited the development 
я 

of the anopheles mosquito, those foci had all been eliminated without great difficulty, 

Other countries with different climatic conditions might have found the problem more 

intractable. 

The СНА1Ш1АЛ said that the members of the Standing Committee on Administration 

and Finance would recollect the discussion as to whether the report of the second. 

Asian Malaria Conference should be printed. Some believed it important to make 
• « 

such material available to national health services as quickly as possible. 

Dr JAFAR held that the Standing Committee should consider the matter again 

before the Board took any decisicia. He personally did not believe any useful 

purpose would be served by publishing a report the contents of which were already 

well known to all members of the Regional Committees for the Western Pacific and for 

South-East Asia» 

Dr BRADÏ said that if the question were to be referred back to the Standing 

Committee^ the Board must give a clear Indication of its wishes. 



The GHAIRI4AU, pointing out that the Standing Committee had already discussed 

the question in detail, expfessed the belief that the report, parts, of which had 

already been published in the Chronicle, would be extremely useful to Member 

States and should be printed, 

Dr SUAREZ agreed with the Chairman, particularly as the report put forward 

different points of view which wculd be of interest to health administrations. 

Dr SIRI, endorsing the previous speaker's remarks, said that the findings of 

experts who were in continuous contact with the problem of the control and eradica-

tion of malaria should be made widely known in readily accessible form because, 

despite the outstanding results achieved by the use of DDT, malaria, which was due 

to certain geographic and social conditions, would remain a problera for centuries, 

The СНАШМ said that, in his personal capacity, he wished to propose the 

following draft resolutions 

The Executive Board 

1, NOTES the report of the Malaria Conference for the Western Pacific and 

South-East Asia Regions (Second Asian Malaria Conference)¡ 

2, THANKS the experts who attended the Conferenciej and 

3, RECOISyffiNDS the publication of the full text of the report. 

Dr JAFAH asked that the draft resolution be put to the vote so that he might 

record his opposition to it. 



Dr SIRI supported the Chairman * s proposal^, but hoped that its adoption would 

not mean that members would be precluded from commenting further on the malaria 

programme in connexion with the Budget, 

He would be interested to learn the reasons for Dr Jafar
!

s opposition. 

The ОЕкЛИШ assured Dr Siri that the draft resolution related solely to 

itera 2,9 of the agenda and raembers would of course be entitled to bring up any 

points connected with malaria eradication during the discussion of the budget, 

Dr ANWAR said that he wculd support the draft resolution on the understanding 

that the reports of other conferences on malaria, both past and future^ would be 

published
ç
 Progress in eradication was so rapid that public health authorities 

should be kept regularly informed of developments so that they could keep abreast 

of changing techniques and reorientate their policy as rapidly as possible• 

Professor PESUNEN asked whether it would be appropriate for him at the present 

stage to draw the Bcardt s attention to the importance of the reports of expert 

committees being published as rapidly as possible. 

The CH/ilRKâN suggested that Professor Pescnen!s point might be taken up later. 

It was_so agreed， 

The CHAIRMAN explained that he had submitted his draft resolution in the 

conviction that at the present juncture it was vital for the health authorities of 

numerous countries to have at their disposal all relevant material on malaria 



eradication. He therefore felt it the duty cf ШО to publish the report of the 

Second Asian Malaria Conference^ 

Dr J AFAR maiirfcained that it was unnecessary to publish material some of which 

had already appeared in the Chronicle • In addition he believed that the views 

expressed at that Ccnierence were already known
ф
 He accordingly saw no ； j u s t i f i c a -

tion for the expenditure which the CSiairman^s draft resolution would entail
# 

Dr SIRI did not believe that the expenditure involved was high in relation to 

the importance of the subject» 

Decision: The Chairman^ s draft, resolution was adopted by 12 votes to 2 

with 2 abstentions• 

2, REPORT ON APPUINTMENTS TO EXPiSRT ADVISORY PAWEIS AND CU№1ITTEES2 Item 2
#
13 

of the Agenda (Document EB17/52) -

Dr DORÜLLE^ Deputy Director-General^ drew attention to the fact that the 

asterisks and footnote on page 41 of document BB17/52 were a typographical error 

and should be deleted. 

The DIREGTOIWiENERâL, introducing his list of appointments to expert advisory 

panels and committees (document ES17/52) reminded the Board that by virtue of 

Rule 4^1 of the Regulations for Expert Advisory Panels and Cornmittees, their members 

were selected and appointed by the Director-Genera^ all such appointments being 

reported tc the Board at its following session. 



Dr AZUMà asked how the Director-^General selected members
 #
 It was of the 

greatest importance to exercise care in ensuring that the best qualified persons 

from as wide a range of countries as possible were chosen，in view of the important 

contribution to WHO ' s work made by the expert advisory panels and commit tees. 

The DIRECTOR-GEKTERilL replied that he had several sources of information to 

help him in making his choice; technical staff both at Headquarters and in the 

Regions j existing members of panels and committees¿ suggestions from governmentsj 

non^govermental organizationsj and finally, medical literature. Under the 

regulations he had to consult national health administrations about the proposed 

candidates^ but the final decision lay with him, . 

Dr AZUMA, expressed hiraself fully satisfied with the Director-Generalas method^ 

but said th寻t experience in his own country led him to suggest that the Director-

General should take into account the language qualifications of candidates frcm 

countries where persons were net usually conversant with the working languages of 

the. Organization, It was obvious that in the interests of effective work pro-

fessional and technical qualifications were not enough unless accompanied by some 

knowledge of either English, French or Spanish
#
 No doubt regional office staff

д 

owing to the personal contacts they were able to establish with medical people in 

the region concerned^ were able to give the Director-General useful information
# 

The DIRECTOR-GENERâL said he would, certainly bear Dr Ázvxaa^s important point 

in mind. 

Dr JAFAR asked whether he was right in thinking that regional office staff were 

being of assistance to the Director-General in bis task of selecting candidates
# 
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The DIREGTüR-GENfíRilL confirmed that that was so¿ regional office staff, as 

they became more closely acquainted with the medical profession of the countries 

concerned, would undoubtedly provide increasingly useful informâtion
# 

Dr' SIRI commended the Director-General on his efforts to choose the most 

highly qualified candidates and on the procedures followed, JU.though Dr Azwaa 

had raised an important consideration, he believed personally that in some cases 

the absence of linguistic qualifications should not debar a particularly suitable 

person from being appointed. 

The CHAIRMAN submitted the following draft resolution: 

The Executive Board 

NOTES the report of the Director-General on appointments to expert 

advisory panels and coinmittees. 

Decision: Thé draft resolution was adopted
#
 ‘ 

3* CONVENTIONS UN 細 I G T I Ü N - P R U D U C I N G DRUGS - CLASSIFICATION OF SUBSTANCES^ 
Item 2.7 of the Agenda (Document EB17/11 and Corr Д) 

Dr GSAJR, Assistant Director-General^ Central Technical Services, introducing 

document ЕБ17/11 and Corr Д^ said that it listed the decisions taken by the Director-

General after having received the advice of the Expert Committee on Drugs Liable 

to Produce Addiction concerning the classification of substances under the Opium 

Convention of 1925, the Convention of 1931 for Limiting the Manufacture and Regu-

lating the Distribution of Narcotic Drugs, and the Protocol of 1948
4
 The paper 

was submitted for the information of the Board and did not require action on the 

part of the Executive Board• 



Dr VARGAS^IENDEZ asked whether it might not be possible for the convenience of 

governments to publish a complete list of addict j. on-produc in g drugs. 

Dr GEAR said that the United Nations was preparing a single convention to 

replace previous ones concerned with the international control of narcotic drugs 

for which the Commission on Narcotic Drugs, the Permanent Central Opium Board and 

the Supervisory Body were responsible
é
 WHO

?

s function was to provide technical 

advice. The technical opinions on various drugs which the Director-General had 

submitted to the Secretary^General cf the United Nations was based on the reports 

of the Expert Committee on Drugs Liable to Produce Addiction； those reports had 

been published. 

The СНкШШ submitted the following draft resolution: 

The Executive Board 

Considering the request made by the Seventh World Health Assembly in 

its resolution ША7
Л
6^ 

NOTES the report of the Director-General on the decisions taken by him夕 

upon receipt of the appropriate expert advice, as to the classification of 

substances under certain international agreements. 

Decision: The draft Resolution was adopted, 

4 , TUBERCUIOSIS RESEi^RCH OFFICE. CüPSNH/iGEN： Item 2.2 of the Agenda 
(Documents EB17/43 and Add

#
l) 

The CHAIRMAN observed that the Standing Committee on Administration and Finance 

was awaiting the Board^s comments on item 2
#
2 before considering the financial 

implications of the Tuberculosis Research Office
4
 It would be remembered that the 

TRO had been discussed at gteai length during the fifteenth session of the Board• 



Professor ^ESONEN noted that the Director-General in his valuable report had 

ôlearly stated that the review of the programme showed that the studies being 

carried out by TRO were intrinsically scund and had sorae direct relation to the 

Organization^ tuberculosis programme； he had added that in principle none of the 

activities should be interrupted
#
 At the sarae time he had adjusted the work to 

fit in with the general policies of WHU and was planning to transfer seme of it to 

national bodies» 

He himself agreed that research should continue' and expressed satisfaction 

with the Director-General
1

s plans, 

Judging from experience in his own country, the question of rehabilitation 

after cure should perhaps be considered, for in Finland, despite the BCG campaign 

and the extensive X-ray programme which had been carried out, while mortality from 

tuberculosis had decreased，the number of pat.ients had grown, 

The DIRECTUR-GENERAL said that a summary of the Board^s discussions of TRO^ 

at its fifteenth session, would be found on pages 20-23 of Official Records No. 61
# 

The text of the Board's resolution adopted on that occasion had been reproduoed at 

the beginning'of his report (document EB17/43)# bi compliance with the ins七ructions 

laid down therein^ he had studied TRU^s programme in relation to the Organization* s 

tuberculosis programme and the possibility of the work being continued by national 

governments with technical, and in some cases financial， assistance from WHO
f 

Chapter 工 of his report described WHU^s tuberculosis-control programme and 

chapter III dealt with the future rôle of TRO in that programme
# 



He had discussed with the Indian Council of Medical Research the possibility 

of its assuming responsibility for the Madanapalle Field Research Station, and had 

been negotiating with the Danish authorities to transfer full responsibility for the 

Danish tuberculosis index to the national health service of that country. Similarly, 

the Government of Denmark might be asked to take over responsibility for the Tuber-

culosis Iroiïixinization Research Centre which VÍHO would continue to assist. The 

negotiations with the Government of India and the Indian Council of Medical Research 

shculd also continue with a view to the latter taking over the study on chemotherapy 

in India as a country project, 

Annex I of the report listed the changes he proposed in the light of the Board's 

instructions and particularly of its injunction that the valuable work being carried 

out by TRO should not be jeopardized or clestrcyed, 

Dr LE ROUX said that after the prolonged and frank discussions on ТЖ) at the 

fifteenth session, when some members cf the Board had expressed the view that 

developments were not entirely in line with ШОТб general policy, the Director-

General could now be congratulated for having thoroughly reviewed the position and 

for establishing the work on a sounder footing. 

Dr VOLLENWEIDER endorsed the remarks of the previous speaker. 

Dr AZUMâ paid tribute to the faithful way in which the Director-General had 

carried out the Board's instructions in a‘relatively shcrt period of tjjue. He 

hoped that in future mere information would be available on the work and functions 

of TRO, about which little was known, for example, among tuberculosis research 

workers in his own country. 



Dr BERNARD associated himself with the favourable comments on the way in 

which the Director-General had carried out the Board •s instructionsj but as TRO 
一 • ̂  ‘‘ 

constituted only one phase in a long-term progranme the Director-General would 

expect further guidancc
e 

He proposed to divide his conwients under three heads; technical, adminislxrative 

and financial. First, he found the statement of TRO
T

s role in the general 

tuberculosis programme a convincing one, but doubted whether it could appropriately 

deal with such matters as the investigations regarding the keeping quality of 

dilutions of PPD, mentioned on page 10 of the report under 1(a), Tuberculin-testing. 

Surely such investigations were the responsibility of national institutions
f
 and 

TRO should be concerned with co-ordination. He was also disturbed by the statement 

on page 17 that TRO was responsible for training the personnel of mass vaccination 

teams. He would have thought that persons engaged on that work should already be 

f u l l y trained. 

He considered it wise of the Director•Oeneral to have integrated the work of 

TRO with that of the Tuberculosis Section in the Division of Сorrcnunicable-Disease 

Services at Headquarters. 

The financial implications would, of course, have to be examined by the 

Standing Committee in the light of the requirement laid dowm in paragraph 3 of the 

Board's resolution EB15«R20
#
 He noted with concern that the reduction in the 

number of posts reflected in the Proposed Prograimue and Budget Estimates for 1957 

had not led to any sizable reduction in the estimates. 



The СШШМАЫ observed that Dr Bernard
f

s last point would be discussed by the 

Standing Committee. 

The D3RECTOR-GEÎÎERAL said that he would certainly keep in mind Dr Bernardas 

point concerning the need for national research organizations to deal with technical 

matters, but naturally in adjusting the work of TRO he must proceed with caution in 

order not to destroy what was valuable in that work. With regard to the use of 

TRO as a training centre he entirely agreed that it should provide additional 

training for persons already qualified* 

Dr ANWAR thanked thç Director-General for a report which clearly delineated 

the relationship of TRO
J

s work to that of WHO in the field of tuberculosis^ The 

Director一General in taking certain steps to meet the wishes expressed trjr the Board 

at its fifteenth session， had taken care not to jeopardize a progrsonme which was 

highly useful to j-ovcra^ients. He hiriiself was not in favour of reducing the 

appropriations to TRO but agreed that its programme should be brought more into 

line -with the Organization's policy, 

Dr BRADY said that the first results of treating tuberculosis in the home with 

drugs had been so promising that he wondered whether a new era had begun so far as 

the treatment of tuberculosis was concerned. He had noted that there was sorae 

provision in WHD^s tuberculosis programme for work on the treatment of tuberculosis 

in the home with drugs
 >
 but he thought that the Board should perhaps authorize the 

D ir e с tor-General -to devote a larger part of the funds available for that programme 

to such work, if he thought that new developments warranted it, 
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Dr LE ROUX recalled that at the fifteenth session of the Board, when it had 

discussed the possibility of launching a project relating to domiciliaiy treatment 

of tuberculosis patients in India, he had urged the Board to exercise caution; at 

the present session he could say something niore positive. The health authorities 

irx South Africa had been investigating the results of domiciliary treatment of 

tuberculosis patients for some time. The success of such treatment had been 

phenomenal, largely owing to the favourable reaction of the population. As a result, 

it had been agreed tbat there was no need to build new tuberculosis hospitals• 

Leading.industrialists had associated themselves with a plan for allowing tuberculosis 

patients to corvfcinue their normal occupations. The South African health authorities 

were carrying out a project which covered a population of 10 000 Indians in a 

district near Durban (he gave details of the ciosages given to cases and contacts)• 

Those responsible for carrying out the project had naturally been anxious regarding 

the development of resistant organisms3 resistant organisms had in fact been found, 

but they were not sufficient to kill even a guinea-pig
 é
 Consequently he warmly 

agreed with the suggestion made ty Dr Brady, 

• * 

Dr SUAJREZ expressed gratitude to the Director-General for having complied so 

successfully with the request the Board had addressed to him at its fifteenth session, 

and he expressed appreciation of the statement made by Dr Bernard. There was one 

point, however, on which he did not agree with Dr Bernards the measure for assessing 

the success of BCG vaccination was the fcuborraxlari tejrb, but there were many difficulties 

connected with those tests which only institutes could deal with successfully. He 

therefore thought that research on the keeping qualities of PPD should be done Ъу ал 

international body, so that the facilities available in the world would be fully 

utilized. 



The CHAIRMAN suggested the adoption of the following draft resolution; 

The、 Executive Board, 

Having considered the report of the Director-General on his study* of the 

Tuberculosis Research Office and on the steps taken as a consequence of this 

study； 

Having thereby reviewed the tuberculosis programme of the World Health 

Organization and. the role of the Tuberculosis Research Office in this programrae^ 

1. NOTES this report j 

APPROVES in principle the steps taken by the Director-Generalj 

3, BELIEVES that the Tuberculosis Research Office is playing and should 

continue to play a useful part in meeting the need for field research in the 

tuberculosis programme of the Organizationj 

4, REQUESTS the Director-General to report to the twenty «first session of 

the Board on the Tuberculosis Research Office丨s activities» 

Decisions The Board unanimously adopted the draft resolution。 

The meeting rose at 10,40 a»rru 


