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REGISTRY CENTRES ？OR PATHOLOGIC TISSUES 

(Proposal made by Dr F. Brady) 

During recent years we have seen the great success of WHO's programes in 

stimulating and co-ordinating the exchange of information by the development of 

centres such as the Influenza Strain Centers, Brucellosis Centers, etc# These 

operations of WHO, at a relatively small cost^ have organized networks of 

laboratories so that medical circles can have information on world distribution of 

prevalence of strains of important pathogens• 

The success of these programmes lead us to wonder if an increase in such 

activities might not be useful. In recent years a great interest has been shofwn 

in the geographical distribution of neoplastic diseases. UNESCO, CIOMS, and the 

International Union against Cancer have each studied and expanded our knowledge 

of cancer distribution. It is known that unexplained distribution patterns occur 

and further study of bizarre patterns may uncover clues as to the etiology of cancer 

not obtainable by laboratory research. In other diseases, similar unexplained 

distribution patterns occur. One such is the occurrence of ançrtrophic lateral 

sclerosis in Guam where the attack rate of the disease is 60 times higher than in 

the United States of America. It has been alleged that several diseases such as 

cancer, mental disease and malaria are absent £pom areas of South America due to 

factors presently unknown. 

工七 is proposed that WHO explore a new approach to uncover unusual distributions 

of disease. WHO could establish a series of centres to receive tissue -6pecimen&
r 

and insure their examination by competent pathologists. Reports of such 

examinations could be sent to the send of the material. Where appropriate, extra 

slides of unusual preparations could be made for teaching purposes or further 

consultation» 



Several difficulties which might arise in an operation such as this should 

be examined. First, care should be taken that the availability of the service 

does not detract from the development of local competencies. It should on the 

contrary^ be used to develop these competencies by the interchange of opinions
p 

by the establishment of personal contacts between laboratories^ and by pro-

viding fellowships for selected individuals. 

Another difficulty could be the sheer volume of tissues submitted to 

voluntary laboratories, much of which would be routine material not yielding 

any worthwhile information• This could be avoided by either establishing a 

priority system for selected c^is.eases or a sampling system carried on for 
• • • 

several years until priorities can be e stablished. 

A third difficulty might be the reluctance of laboratories to take on 

additional voluntary work. Presumably the several laboratories approached 

would be affiliated with medical schools and would recognize the value of such 

a programme for research and teaching. 

The role of WHO would be to negotiate arrangements, coordinate regional 

programmes, and give small subsidies for the transmission of specimens and for 

the support of regional collecting points. It would be understood that WHO-

sponsored activities would not duplicate those on geopathology now carried out 

by other organizations^ in fact, WHO should collaborate with these organizations. 


