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At its fourteenth session the Executive Board adopted the following 

resolution
1

 concerning the permanent site of the Regional Office for Europe! 

"Having considered the recommendation of the Regional Committee for 
Europe, at its first special session, that the Regional Office be established 
separately from the headquarters of the World Health Organization and, 
further, that Copenhagen be selected as its permanent site； 

Noting that the requirements in Article XI of the Agreement between the 
United Nations and the World Health Organization have been complied with, 

1. APPROVES the selection of Copenhagen as the permanent site of the 
Regional Office for Europe, subject to the conclusion of a satisfactory 
host agreement with the Government of Denmark; and 

2. EXPRESSES the wish that the arrangements made for the establishment of 
the Regional Office should provide as far as possible for developing the use 
of common services for the European Regional Office and any other offices of 
WHO or any offices of the United Nations or of another specialized agency 
established in Copenhagen.“ 

Following the fourteenth session of the Board the Director-General entered 

into negotiations with the Danish Government on the subject of a Host Agreement 

and on the provision of office accommodation, taking into account the views 

expressed by the Board on the use of common services. These negotiations are not 

yet complete. The attention of the Executive Board is invited to correspondence 

annexed hereto which summarizes the present position. 
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a n n e x i 

LETTER DATED 8 NOVEMBER 195斗 PROM THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL 
TO THE MINISTER OP THE IOTERIOR IN COPENHAGEN 

"Since my letter to you of 5 October 195斗，further consultations have taken place 
in Geneva on your architects plan for the Office. I believe we have now reached a 
stage where the plans of the proposed building at Scherfigsvej 8 may be regarded from 
the viewpoint of WHO as suitable and in accordance with the combined needs of the 
Regional Office and the Tuberculosis Research Office. We would be interested to 
maintain close contact with you on the further development of the plans and to offer 
our comments and suggestions, particularly in so far as the detailed specifications 
may influence the future maintenance of the building. 

I am very appreciative of the co-operative attitude of your Government during 
the negotiations on the plans for the Office and would ask you particularly to cônvey 
my thanks to your architect Mr. Havning, for the way in which he has responded to many-
requests during our meetings. 

ftey I refer now to my earlier letter of 30 June 1954, in which I transmitted to 
you the views of our Executive Board on the establishment of the Regional Office in 
Copenhagen. 工 am now prepared to report to our Executive Board that full account has 
been taken of the expressed wish of the Board for developing the use of common 
services as far as possible. In this connexion, I would like to make it clear that 
in requesting you in my letter of 30 June 195斗 to provide a common building for the 
Regional Office and the Tuberculosis Research Office,工 am not in a position, at this 
time, to give any definite indication as to the future of the Tuberculosis Research 
Office. 

You will remember also that the Executive Board approved the selection of 
Copenhagen as the permanent site of the Regional Office for Europe subject to the 
conclusion of a satisfactory host agreement with your Government. 

I hope that we shall have presently the views of your Government on the draft 
host agreement which was transmitted to you on 14 July 195斗. I am sure that you 
appreciate that, in the light of the resolution adopted by the Executive Board, I 
eannot undertake a definite commitment on the future establishment of the Regional 
Office for Europe in Copenhagen until such time as a satisfactory host agreement will 
have been concluded. 

I would greatly appreciate it if our negotiations on the host agreement could now 
go forward in order that 工 may be in a position to report to the next session of our 
Executive Board in January 1955 •
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LETTER DATED NOVEMBER 195. FROM THE MINISTER OP THE 
INTERIOR IN COPENHAGEN TO THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL 

"I thank you for your letter of 8 November 195斗 regarding the establishment of 
the Regional Office for Europe in Copenhagen, and I am happy to learn that the plans 
of the proposed building at Scherfigsvej 8 are regarded from the viewpoint of the 
World Health Organization as suitable and in accordance with the combined needs of 
the Regional Office and the Tuberculosis Research Office. The Ministry of the 
Interior will now do its utmost to finish as fast as practicable the technical and 
economical preparations which are necessary before we can begin the erection of the 
new building. During the further development of the planning work your comments 
and suggestions to the many practical questions, which will no doubt arise, will be 
welcomed. 

As to the future of the Tuberculosis Research Office, I understand that you are 
not able to give any definite statement. I think, however, that some provision 
regarding this question can be made part of an agreement on the use of the premises 
at Scherfigsvej. 

It is, further, my sincere hope that you will receive in the near future the 
Government

1

 s views on the draft host agreement transmitted to us by the Organization, 
and that you will be able to accept such modifications as the Government is going to 
suggest. I can assure you that every effort has been made to comply with the wishes 
of the Organization to the highest possible degree." 
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Since the preparation of document ЕВ15/63̂  the Danish Government has sent a 

further communication to which the Director-General has replied. The relevant 

correspondence is attached (Annex III and IV). 

The Director-General desires also to invite the attention of the Executive 

Board to negotiations undertaken with the Secretary-General of the United Nations 

concerning the sharing of common services vith the United Nations Information 

Centre in Copenhagen» The present position 011 these negotiations is summarized 

in correspondence annexed hereto (Annex V and VI). 
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a n n e x i i i 

LETTEE DATED 19 JANUARY 1955 FEOM THE MINISTEE OF THE INTEBIOE 
IN COPENHAGEN TO THE DIKECTOE-GEWEEAL 

"Since my letter of 2紅 November 195红 regarding the establishment of the 

Regional Office for Europe in Copenhagen our architect has proceeded with the 

detailed planning work on. the basis of the rough drawings， which in your letter 

of 8 November 195^, were described as suitable from the viewpoint of WHO and in 

accordance with the combined needs of the Regional Office and the Tuberculosis 

Besearch Office. 

I expect this work to be finished in the course of three or four weeks, and 

shortly afterwards ve should be able to start the construction of the nev building. 

There is, however, a risk that the weather may cause some delay. 

With regard to the Draft Host Agreement I would like to inform you that this 

matter has been and still is under consideration by the appropriate Danish 

authorities. I wish, however, to assure you that everything possible is being 

done in order to let you have in a very near future the views of the Danish 

Government on this Draft Agreement.“ 
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ANNEX IV 

LETTER OF 25 JAHTUAEY'1955 FROM THE DIEECTOR«GENEML TO THE 
MINISTEE OF TEE INTEEIOE IN COPENHAGEN 

"I vrite to acknowledge and thank you for the information in your letter of 

19 January^ 1955 on progress made in the planning of the office accommodation, in 

Copenhagen. 工 am glad to learn also that ve may expect to receive in the very 

near future the vievs of your Government on the draft host agreement which was 

transmitted to you 011 lb July, 195紅. 

During its present session； the Executive Board intends to reviev the situa-

tion on the establishment of the Eegional Office for Europe in Copenhagen and I shall 

be writing to you later on this matter. 

In the meantime，工 note that you expect to be able to start the construction of 

the new building in the reasonably near future. May I remind you in this connection 

of our interest to see the detailed specifications for the building. 工 would 

appreciate an opportunity to offer our comments and suggestions on these specifica-

tions to the extent that they may involve future maintenance of the building. 

I am sure you appreciate also from our previous correspondence that any 

definite decision on the transfer of the Regional Office to Copenhagen must await 

until such, time as a satisfactory host agreement will have been concludede I 

believe it is my duty to point this out in order to remove any possible misunderstand-

ing in connection with your plans to commence the construction of the new building." 
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ANNEX V 

LETTEB DATED 8 SEPTEMBER 195红 FEOM TSE DIKECTOE-GENERAL 
TO THE SECEETAEY-GENERAL OF THE UNITED NATIONS 

"Since my letter to you of 30 June 1 9 5、 detailed negotiations have continued 

with the Government of Denmark on the premises to be provided.工 note from your 

reply of 12 July 195^ that you had decided in principle that the United Nations 

Information Centre should be housed； if possible, in the same building as our 

Regional Office for Europe, whilst reserving a final decision on this subject until 

you had studied some of the practical problems involved on moving to the outskirts 

of Copeniiagen. 

Without prejudice to your final decision,工 write now to ask if you could 

indicate the estimated space requirements of the United Nations Information Centre 
i n t e r m s o f t h e

 number of rooms and their approximate size. This inforaiation 

would materially assist us in current discussions on. the size and layout of the 

premises. It would be understood of course that at such time as you had reached, 

a definite decision^ mutual consultation vould take on the actual position, of the 

United Nations Information Centre within.the premises now being planned." 
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A M E X VI 

LETTEE DATED 22 SEPTEMBER 1954 FEOM THE SECEETAEY-GEHEEAL OF 
THE UNITED NATIONS TO THE DIEECTOE-GENEEAL 

"Thank you for your letter of 8 September 195〜 concerning, the proposed 

arrangements for the establishment in Copenhagen of the WHO Begional Office for 

Europe. 

Since I .wrote to you on 12 July； we have been studying the practical problems 

vhich would be involved in moving the United Nations Infoimation Centre into the 

building which, the Danish Government proposes to make available to the Regional 

Office. As the nature of the Centre's functions makes it essential for it to be 

in a central position in the city, we have reluctantly come to the conclusion that 

in Copenhagen the advantages of sharing premises would not outweigh the disadvantages 

of the location of the building, which we understand lies on what is considered in 

Copenhagen to be rather the outskirts of the city. This decision, of course, in no 

way implies a departure by the United Nations from the principle of common premises 

wherever this arrangement would lead to greater efficiency and economy, nor does it 

mean that our Copenhagen Centre will not be able and willing to render service to 

the WHO Regional Office in the field of public information. 

If the Danish Government were to offer an alternative building in a more 

central situation I shoulâ be glad to reopen the matter with you." 


