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The Government of India, the various State Governments and the Public are 

realizing increasingly the seriousness of the tuberculosis problem and are taking 

measures to combat that menace. Their attention has, so far, however, mainly 

centred round adult tuberculosis and the problem of tuberculosis in children has not 

had the attention it deserves. 

In 1952, some leading tuberculosis specialists and paediatricians presented 

certain data at the Tuberculosis Workers Conference held at Lucknow, which showed 

that tuberculosis was widely prevalent among Indian children, many of whom went 

undetected and uncared for, partly because of the insiduous nature of this disease 

and partly for want of facilities and trained personnel to detect these cases. 

Eecognizing the need to take some constructive and effective steps in this 

direction, the Government of India have decided to establish two hospitals for the 

treatment of tuberculous children, one with 50 beds at Mehrauli in Delhi State and 

the other with 76 beds at Arogyavaram near Madanapalle in Andhra State. These 

will also be centres for training and teaching. As a hospital for tuberculous 

children is entirely a new measure in India, it is not possible to get locally 

either the special equipment required for such hospitals or the specialist personnel 

with requisite qualifications and training. It is, therefore
>
 necessary in the 

early stages at least, to get some help both in the matter of equipaent and personnel 

from countries which have already developed such institutions. 

The UNICEF is an organization specially meant for Children and tuberculosis has 

been recognized by that Organization as.one of the communicable diseases vhich 

qualifies for UNICEF assistance in the matter of supplies and equipment. With such 
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recognition of the fundamentals we had hopes that the Organization would readily agree 

to assist in the establishment of children's hospitals which were intended exclusively 

for the welfare of the children. The UNICEF however have lately enunciated their 

policy that they intended to concentrate on the BCG Campaign and to decline assistance 

for any other programme. It is regretted that the Government; of India cannot agree 

with this view. While the BCG vaccination has a claim for priority for UNICEF help 

in the measures to control tuberculosis, the importance of other measures cannot be 

overlooked. A tuberculosis hospital which directly concerns children has an 

equally weighty claim on the UNICEF. Since the UNICEF has declined to give the 

assistance and as it may not be possible to obtain, within a short time such, assistance 

by further negotiations, the Government of India are making efforts to secure equip-

ment and personnel for the two children's hospitals mentioned above from the Colombo 

Plan Sources. Two such hospitals for the whole of India are too inadequate to cope 

with the problem. At least ten more hospitals, one each in the major States, and 

15 clinics, one each in the major as well as some of the smaller States, are 

considered to be the minimum to meet the needs of children suffering from this 

disease and to stem the tide of its spread. 

The UNICEF may, however, not agree to render the assistance required
;
 unless 

the WHO consider such institutions technically sound. It is� therefore� requested 

that the Executive Board of the World Health. Organization, meeting at Geneva, may 

kindly consider the proposal of the Government of India favourably and recommend 

them for UNICEF assistance. 


