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The role of the hospital as a centre for examination and treatment of a sick 

individual is relatively well defined. 

Modern trends in health policy emphasize the integration of preventive and 

curative medicine. As tc the hospitals this means new problems to be taken care of 

by them. Two special activities seem tc be mature ior further study and planning. 

These are the health education and the preventive medicine. 

The care of a sick patient is always combined with advice for his future life 

outside the hospital. This advice must be not only medical prescriptions but also 

information around daily life with work, food, rest, exercise, and perhaps tracing 

for a new vcsation. But the hospital has also another role in the health education. 

In the hospital much information is collected on local food habits, customs and 

traditions and their relation to health and disease, occupational diseases in the 

local trade and the factories etc. This material should be used to give health 

education in the hospital in the waiting rooms and tbe -wards but also be extended 

to the education outside the walls of the hospital in close connexion with other 

health authorities. 

The hospital has a great responsibility in the field of preventive medicine. 

This work has started in many places, when a Mother-Child Healtü clinic or a clinic 

for family planning is arranged in the hospital. In this field an expansion is 

highly needed, especially services for health examinations, early detection of 

occupational diseases, cancer etc. 

It seems that it should be of great value for the World Health Organization that 

an Fxpert Group, such as the Experts for Public-Health Administration, together with 

some other specialists from the hospital field and representatives engaged in human 

relation activities made a careful study of the role of the hospital in the public-

health programme with special reference to the problem of health education and 

preventive medicine. 
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