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1. TECHNICAL DISCUSSIONS AT E I Œ T H AND SUBSEQUENT HEALTH ASSEMBLIES î 
Item 5Л of the Agenda (Resolution EB12.R7; Document EB13/68) 
(contination from previous meeting) 

The CHAIRMA.N recalled that the Board has been dealing with the subject of 

technical discussions at future Health Assemblies at its last meeting. He invited 

further comments. 

Dr. VARGàS-MENDEZ referred to previous discussions which had taken place in 

the Board and the Health Assembly. The recommendations of the Fifth World Health 

Assembly that preparatory technical discussions should take place at the regional 

level had been partially acted upon, though none of the regional committees had 

discussed all the topics suggested by the Assembly. Wiile the regional committees 

might have much of value to contribute in preparing the discussions, the Health 

Assembly should not be required to discuss purely local problems. 

As a provisional solution, he would submit the following draft resolution: 

"The Executive Board, 

Having studied the question of technical discussions at future 

World Health Assemblies along the lines of resolution MiA.6.60； 

Having considered a report of the Direсtor-General on this subject, 

including the suggestion made by a number of government delegations at 

the Sixth World Health Assembly； 
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Considering that at its twelfth session the Board selected a 

subject for the Seventh Assembly and established a procedure for 

the technical discussions at this Assembly, 

1. BELIEVES that the discussions which will take place at the 

Seventh Assembly will provide the Board with accrued experience 

on the subject； and 

2. DÉCIDES to keep the matter under review until the fifteenth 

session of the Board." 

Dr. AL-WAHBI wished to state his complete agreement with what the Chairman 

had said the previous day on the advis ability of keeping the technical discussions 

informal* He would be grateful to Dr. Maclean for clarification of the point he 

had. made at the previous meeting. 

The CHA.IEMAJÜ said the opinion of members generally seemed to be that the 

technical discussions should be held outsida the regular meetings of the Health 

Assembly and the Committee on Prográmme ； in that way delegates could express personal 

views and be unrestricted by the policy of their governments. 

Dr. SUTTER, Assistant Director--General, Advisory Services, said the document 

before the Board (EB13/68) had been prepared by the Director-General in accordance 

with resolution EB12.R7. The Board would recall that it had decided at its twelfth 

session that the topic for the technical discussions at the Seventh AssembOy would 

be: public-health problems in rural areas, with special reference to rural 

sanitation, zoonoses and the organization of public-health units in rural areas, 

îhe subject could thus be introduced by three experts under the three sub-divisions. 
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In the past, governments had been asked to complot© a questionnaire on the 

subject choson for discussion. That practice was being discontinuedî instead
5 

a preparatory paper would Ъе submitted to governments, but they would not Ъе 

asked to present comments formally in writing. Two working days in all would Ъе 

allotted to the discussion. The first meeting would Ъе held on Saturday, 

8 May 1954； the discussion would Ъо continued from 8#30 a»m. to 10 aaiu on 

other mornings, with a maximum time-limit of two working days. The subject' 

would be presented in a plenary meeting and then discussed Ъу three sub-groups j 

a short final plenary meeting would be held. 

Th© CHAIRMAN suggested that the general feeling was that the discussion 

should not Ъ© a formal part of the Health Assembly or tho Committee on Programme, 

but Ъе on more informal lines• 

It was so agreed 

Dr. TOGBA considered that two working days v/ould provide ampio time for 

discussion. 

Professor FERREIRA. asked if the "two-day arrangement were to apply only to 

the Eighth or to all future Assemblies* 

The GHAIHMAN, observing that any decision in that respect could always Ъе 

modified, proposed that the Board accept two working days as a suitable provision. 

It was so agreed 
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The CHAIRMA.N recalled that the Chairman at the previous meeting had taken 

the feeling of the Board to be that the technical discussions should be on 

matters concerning the work of the Organization rather than more academic subjects. 

The Board might wish to accept that conclusion» 

It was so agreed. 

Dr. van den BERG referred to the method of conducting the technical 

discussions. He understood there was to be a detailed stady of the chosen topic 

and a comprehensive report which would be introduced by a highly qualified specialist. 

He himself would prefer the introduction to be made by an expert, if by expert was 

meant a specialist who knew slightly more than the other delegates to the Assembly• 

Professor JETTMAR felt the specialist should know a good deal more than the 

others and should be of high standing. He should not only introduce the subject 

but guide and supervise the discussion. It would be preferable also to have more 

than one e^>ert speak on the main topic, which was a veiy broad subjects 

Ambassador HURTADO pointed out that the Board had already taken a decision in 

regard to the procedure to be followed at the forthcoming Health Assembly, It 

should now be examining the method to be followed at future Assemblies, but in 

that respect he felt the proposal made by Dr. Vargas-Mendez was perfectly justified. 

In view of the fact that the membership of the Board changed periodically, he felt 

they should not discuss arrangements for future Assemblies at that stage ； the 

constitution of the Board would be quite different at the next session. 
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At the Seventh World Health Assembly the method recommended Ъу the Director-

General would be followed. The working of that method in practice could be 

studied then, and the session of the Board, which followed the Assembly could 

decide whether or not it had been satisfactory. Then would be the time to 

decide what system should Ъе followed in future. 

The CHAIRMAN, referring to the draft resolution put forward Ъу Dr. Vargas— 

Mondez, wonderod if the referance in its last paragraph to the fifteenth session 

of the Board had Ъэеп intentional; the session which followed the Health 

Assembly would be the fourteenth. 

Dr. VARGAS—MEMD3Z thought the fourteenth session would be too soon -to 

consider the matter; many new members would have joined the Board and they 

would not be familiar with the procedure. 

The DIRECTOR—GENERAL appreciated the point made Ъу Dr. Vargas—Mendez but 

suggested that it would Ъе advisable nevertheless to have a preliminary 

discussion at the fourteenth session. The Director-General would need guidance 

at an early date; the preparation of the discussions for the Assembly took 

some time, and. would be delayed if the Board did not consider the matter before 

J anuary 1955• 

Dr. VARGAS—MENDEZ agreed to the word "fifteenth" in operative paragraph 2 

of his draft resolution being amended to read "fourtosnth". 
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The СШШШДЖ pointed cmt that the pescüution, if carried, would to some 

exteni..ooat^adict a 也cisión of the Board at its previous session which had 

recommended that the matter be decided at the thirteenth session. 

D r
. AMAR disagreed with the Chairman in that respect. In view of tiie fact 

that there was not full agreement regarding technical discussions in the future 

he would fully support the draft resolution proposed. 

CALDERWOOD, adviser to Dr. Hyde, suggested that the last paragraph of 

t h
e draft-resoluUon be. amended to read: "DECIDES to resume its review of t h i s 

matter at the fourteenth session of the Board". 

It was so agreed 

Decisions The Board adopted the resolution proposed by Dr. Vargas-
Mendez厂as amended—in the course of discussion. (See resolution EB13.R58.) 

2 • P M C E OF THE EIGHTH WORLD HEALTH ASSEIffiLÏ: INVITATION OF THE GOVERNMENT 
OF MEXICO: Item 5.3 of the agenda (Resolution ША6.42； Document EB13/40 ) 

Mr. SIEGEL, Assistant Directer-General, AdnuJiistration and Finance, recalled 

.that the Mexican delegation to the Sixth World Health Assembly had extended an 

invitation from its Goverment to h o M the Eighth Assembly in Mexico City. The 

Health Assemb3y had indicated its ^preciation of the offer and requested the 

Board.to consider the financial, administrative and other inçlications. Document 

EB13/40 contained the Director-General's report, and photographs were being handed 

round showing the site of the new university, outside Mexico City, in which, it was 

proposed^to hold the Assembly. 

1

 Reproduced in _ 组 , ― 辟 & — 沿 丄 沿 绝 丄 張 52
3
 Annex 16 
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The Director-Ooneral 

bad clearly indicated its 

would result, from holding 

had been in touch with the 

willingness to pay all the 

the Assembly away from 

Mexican Government, which • 

additional costs whioh 

headquarters s the Government 

was also prepared to pay ths additional costs if it was decided to hold in 

Mexico the session of the Sxaoutive. Board, which normally followed the Assembly. 

The Government was prepared to make all the necessary services available, and 

to provide arrangements for the delegates and the Secretariat. Certain 

negotiations, of course, could not Ъе completed until tha Board and the Health 

Assembly had taken a specific decision. The Director-General saw no obstacle, 

however, to the holding of a successful Health Assembly in Mexico City. 

；Dr* van den BERG said, that as a general rule he would not be in favour of 

holding tho Health Assembly away from Geneva because of the many technical 

advantages of meeting at headquarters. Thero were advantages, however, in 

holding the Assembly in other parts of the world5 that seemed especially true 

in the present instance whero an extremely generous offer had Ъееп made. He 

felt the Board could be confident that the Secretariat would make thé necessary 

arrangements in the same efficient way as it had completed the preliminary 

negotiations. 

D r #

 AL-'7AHBI did not share Dr. van den Barg's unwillingness to hold 

Assemblies ат/ay from headquarters, and referred to the success of the Second. 

World Health Assembly, which had bsen hsld at Home. He thought, moreover, that 

t h o

 majority of delegates - he was not referring only to raombers of the Board -

believed, it was desirable to hold the Assembly and other meetings away from 
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headquarters from time to time. The generous offer of the Mexican Government 

should be accepted. 

Dr. TOGBA recalled that the present offer was, apart from the one made, by 

Italy, the first definite invitation to hold the Assembly away from Geneva ； he 

believed that it should be accepted, with warm thanks to the Mexican Government. 

Ambassador HURTADO agreed with Dr. van den Berg as to the holding of 

Assemblies away from headquarters• The Second W^rld Health Assembly had been a 

success； but in general only when the meeting was at Geneva could the Assembly 

have at its disposal the *whole of the Secretariat, the complete archives, and 

so on. The Asseiribly was not a congress which could move from one country to 

another ; it was an established organization with headquarters in Geneva. Even 

the United Nations had encountered difficulties in holding the General Assembly 

away from New York, 

Moreover, the holding of the Assembly elsewhere than at headquarters 

necessarily entailed expenditure for the host country. He would oppose such a 

policy because it implied a discrimination against countries which would like 

to act as host but found it impossible, for financial reasons, to do so. He 

was making that remark in a general sense, and not in relation to the specific 

proposal before the Board, 

However, since it was the Health Assembly which would decide in the last 

instance, it was for the Board to put the arguments both for and against. 

The arguments in favour of holding the Assembly in Mexico were many. It was 
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an excellent thing to get to know another countiy. Moreover, delegates would be 

delighted with Mexico City and with its university buildings, ixipressed by the 

effort which had gone into, its construction. In addition to tiie attractions 

of culture and scenery, an Assembly, in Mexico would be a link betwéen the Old 

World and the New.. For those reasons- he would ...recommend that the invitation 

be accepted. 

•••...'- . _» • • . 

Professor ALIVISATOS shared the opinion of previous speakers, and felt that 

the invitation reflected the Mexican Government's appreciation of the work 

accomplished by the Organization. 

Dr. van den BERG referred to Dr. Al-Wahbi's disagreement with his statement 
* • • - • ' • • • • 、 ’ ， ， . 

• . - '� . . . . . . • 

of principle. He would like to repeat that he thought the generous offer of the 

Mexican Government provided a good reason for making an exception to the general 

rule he wished to see adopted* 
. • , • • 

Decision: The Board being of the unanimous opinion that the Eighth 
Health AssembOy should be held in Mexico City in 1955, the Rapporteurs 
were asked to draft a suitable resolution, recommending that the 
Health Assembly accept the invitation, and expressing thanks to the 
Government of Mexico. (See resolution EB13.R59.) 

3. MEASURES FOR STRENGTHENING OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH ACTIVITIES:
 ± 

Item 2.9 of the Agenda； (Resolution EB12.R23; Document EB13/31 ) 

• - . ‘ . . • • 

The .CHAIRMàN proposed that the Board deal next with item 2.9 of the Agenda, 

as the representative of the International Labour Organisation was present at 

the meeting. He invited Dr. Sutter to introduce document ЕВ1Э/ЗХ*
1 

1 Reproduced i n Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org. 52, Annex 20 
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Dr. SUTTEE referred to resolution ЕБ12.Е23, adopted by the Board at its 

twelfth session. The operative part of the resolution requested the Director-General 

to study with ILO measures for strengthening occupational health activities and to 

report to the thirteenth session. Previously^ at its seventh session, the Board had 

requested the Director-General to develop co-operation with ILO so as to assure the 

fullest possible co-ordination of all health activities in accordance with the 
. * “ • • • “ 

Constitution of WHO. Each organization had a different approach* WHO vas mainly 

concerned with the integral health protection 01 the worker and M s family； ILO was 

more concerned with the protection of the worker against sickness, disease and injury 

arising out of the type and place of his employment
e 

Three further points should be noted in connexion with the position of WHO. 

Firstly， it was an organization whose activities were based on requests from govern-

ments. Secondly， it was decentralized, and the regional offices would b© directly 
. * • ‘ 

concerned with the carrying out of occupational health programmes in the field. 

Thirdly^ any increase of activity implied an increase in the budget* 

In section J (page 10) of document EBI5/5I， specific measures were proposed 

with a view to promoting mutual understanding between the two organizations and 

avoiding duplication。 

The CHAIRMAN invited Mr. Robert of the International Labour Organisation to 

S 

Mr. ROBERT (International Labour Organisation) said that the Director-General of 

ILO wished to express his appreciation ancî thanks for the spirit of co-operation 

shown by the Director-General of WHO in the discussions regarding the co-ordination 
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of ILO and WHO activities in the field of occupational health. The problems involved 

' . • • • , . . . . . . 

would be insoluble if each organization were to adhere rigidly to th© definition of 

its. terms of reference as set out in its Constitution. In fact, it was a question of 

competences of different natures, the elements of which could not be reconciled unless 

one of the agencies completely abandoned its competence - which could not reasonably 

be envisaged. As a consequéncô, only limited solutions based on practice and 

expediency would be likely to succeed. 

.It was in that spirit that the Directors-General of the two organizations had 

studied the problem under review by the Board. In that connexion, he would draw 

attention to Section IV (page 8) of document vhich proposed that there should 
• • • : 

be mutual consultation and exchange of Information before any programmes becomé final, 

with a view to achieving maximum effectiveness and tó eliminating duplication of 

initiatives, that full consideration should bé given to the possibility of co-operation 

in carrying out these programmes, and that each organization would refer to the other 

any questions which called for action but with which the other was better equipped 

to deal, 
He also wished to draw attention to an important passage in Section V, which 

stated that any general arrangements agreed upon between ILO and WHO would be binding 
• . . . . . . . . • • 

upon the headquarters of the two organizations^ as well as upon their regional or 

field offices. He felt sure that those principles of co-ordination^ if accepted by 

the Board, would bë applied in the same spirit of co-operation and understanding 

which presided over their drafting, and would result in greater concentration of 

efforts on the part of tbe two organizations and in more effective action. 
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Professor AlfDEBSEN said it would be seen from document EBI3/3I that WHO'S work 

in. the field of occupational health, despite active interest in the subject^ had 

been somewhat restricted in the past. Specific measures were now being proposed to 

strengthen those activities (pages 10 and 11) and implementation of the measures was 

to be carried out at the regional level with the assistance of headquarters, and by-

headquarters with the help of consultants, where necessary. 

While the measures proposed would mean no duplication of the work done by ILO, 

they would, however, lay a heavy burden 011 the WHO headquarters staff concerned. 

The two medical officers comprising the Social and Occupational Health Section were 

already charged, in addition to occupational health, with a multiplicity of other 

subjects counting as medical-social activities, some of which, moreover, were merely 

of marginal interest in respect of occupational health. 

In those circumstances, he entirely failed to see how the section could cope 

with the extra activities envisaged, and at the same time provide the requisite help 

to the regions, without the assistance of a medical officer trained in occupational 

health. Furthermore, the help of such a specialist would be invaluable in relations 

with ILO, both for avoiding duplication of effort, and for strengthening the existing 

collaboration. 

In conclusion, while fully approving the recommended measures, he thought 

that the Director-General should not be asked to assume those- new responsibilities 

without provision being made to enable him to engage the services of a trained 

specialist in occupational health. The Director-General himself had referred • 



EB13/Mln/2^ R e v . l 
page 1б 

at an earlier meeting to the need for some expansion of headquarters staff in the 

near future. Economic stringency should not, he felt, be allowed to jeopardize 

effective vork even in what might be regarded as a secondary field of work. 

Dr. van den BERG commended the report as giving a clear and accurate picture 

of the position in regard to occupational health activities. In connexion with 

it， however, he must clear up a most unfortunate misunderstanding. He had learned 

to his astonishment that the original proposal of Professor Ferreira, made at the 

twelfth session of the Board, for a study of the matter, had been interpreted in 

certain circles as an attempt to get part of the functions exercised. Ъу. ILO> . 

transferred to WHO • and that he (Dr. van den Berg) had supported such an attempt., 

What Professor Ferreira had in fact maintained was the need for ço-operation 

between WHO and ILO on occupational health activities and that WHO was not in a 

position to do its share of the work. That was the view he himself had supported. , 

The report before the Board made it abundantly clear that Professor Ferreira had 

been right• 

Dr. van den Berg thought that his own consistent stand in favour of co-operation . 
• « , 

vith other agencies and against duplication of work should have been sufficient to 

preclude any possible mi s interprétâti on of his attitude in the matter,. 

There was only one item in the report vith which he was not entirely satisfied. 

The information on the implementation of the suggested measures was somewhat 

sparse； he hoped fuller details vould be made available to a subsequent session 

of the Board. 
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In conclusion, he reiterated his agreement vità thê views of Professor 
i 

Andersen and Professor Ferreira that the Organization was not in a position 

to fulfil its functions in respect of occupational health, as'laid down in 

the report• ‘ 
i 

Dr. HYDE said the existing situation vas such that there was no need for 

ILO to fear any duplication of its work by WHO. He welcomed the wholly 

co-operative attitude with which the two organizations had tackled the matter, 

and hoped to see some fruitful developments in the early future. 

He called attention to the interest of the World Medical Association in 

the subject. At its forthcoming session in Zurich, occupational health was 

to be the major topic for discussion, and.a meeting of leading industrial and • 

health specialists was sfibrtly to be held in New York in preparation for that 

discussion. He hoped' WHO would be represented at Zurich, and perhaps the 

Director-General would report to the Health Assembly on any new developments. 

-Professor FERREIEA expressed his satisfaction with the action taken ’ 

subsequent to his "raising the queetion of occupational health at the last 

session of the Executive Board. He was véry grateful, too, to Dr. van den Berg 

for relieving him of some concern as to the possible..misinterpretation of his 

intentions in making the proposal. Those had been madê abundantly clear at the 

time, and the paper now before the Board covered.all aspects of the matter to his 

entire satisfaction. 

It was evident that in the wide field of work awaiting action at the inter-

national level, the joint effort contemplated by WHO and ILO, far from being 
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exclusive, vould have to Ъе supplemented Ъу the technical and financial help of 
. . . - •- • . - • * ' . J - V • 

other interested bodies^ since the stage reached at present was more cr less that 
• • v . . . . - _ • . . . . ’ • . • . . : . : 

cf preliminary exploration. 

He agreed with previous speakers on the urgent need to have the regional 

offices deal with occupational health as one of their routine subjects, so that 

both stimulus and help in overcoming their national problems would be amply, 

available to countries in the course of industrialisation. The proposals in 

the report seemed ideally designed to meet that point and his only remaining 

desire was to see them put into effect. 

Professor JETTMAE also welcomed the proposals and the assurance of continued 

co-operation between IL〇 and WHO on the subjects 

Referring to the latest report of tho Joint ILOAfflO Committee on Occupational Health 

(Technical Report Series， No. 66)， he made a number of suggestions for additional 

topics that might be taken up in the future• 

Dr. ANWAE vished to express appreciation of Professor Andersen
f

s statement. 

At the previous session of the Executive Board, it had been recognized that active 

co-operation on the subject already existed between ILO and WHO* The need to 

extend WHO'S activities vas also evident, however, more especially as the matter 

vas one of ever-increasing importance and concern to countries in process of 

becoming industrialised. However, WHO
1

s more general functions should not be 

overlooked and the suggested measures should be viewed in the light of the 

financial resources available to meet the obligations imposed. 
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/:
.г Speaking, at the invitation of the Chairman, Mr. BOBEET said he had nothing to 

add to his previous remarks.. He wished to thank the Executive Board for the spirit 

in which it had approached the subject, and again to express the hope that the 

increased co-operation envisaged would lead to more effective action by the two 

organizations in the field in question. 

. T h e DIRECTOE-GENEEAL undertook to bear in mind the suggestions made during 

the discussion. 

_ *. • •• . 
Decision: The Board approved the suggested measures for strengthening 

...occupational health activities in co-operation vith ILO. (See resolution 
EB15.B79,) 

. _ ‘ . ， •. .•： • 

k. IHTEENATIONAL EEGULATIONS CONCEENING THE PBOTECTION OF WOEKEES AND THE OENEBAL 
PUBLIC AGAINST ROENTGEN AND ISOTOPIC RADIATIONS • ITEM PROPOSED BY THE GOVERNMENT 
OF AUSTRIA: Item 2.10 of the Agenda (Documents EBI3/66 and EBI5/WP/16) 

Dr. DOROLLE, Deputy Director-General, after calling attention to the relative 

documentation, said that the working paper before the Board (EBI3/WP/16) gave, the 

general substance of the Austrian proposal concerning the protection of workers and 

the general public against roentgen and isotopic radiations, and indicated the legal 

and procedural points raised by the question. 

The Director-General
1

 s view, as stated in the working paper, was that the subject 

did not come within the strictly limited list of subjects, set out in Article. 21 of 

the Constitution, for which the Health Assembly was authorized to adopt regulations. 

It might, however, be made the subject of a convention, or agreement, to be drawn up 

in accordance vith the provisions of Articles 19 and 20 of the Constitution, or 

simply a recommendation to Member States. 
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In view of the legal and technical difficulties involved, the Director-General 

felt that, if the Board decided to take up the matter^ he should be instructed to 
t 

undertake a further study on the subject, within the funds available, in consultation 

with international and non-governmental organizations and Member States, and to report 

to a future session of the Board. 

Мг
ж
 ROBERT (international Labour Organisation)> speaking at the invitation of 

the CHAIBMAN^ said that the proposal of the Austrian Government was of particular 

interest to ILO for two reasons : first, on general grounds> in that numerous 

references were mad© to the working conditions of all categories of workers likely 

to be exposed to ionising radiations； and secondly, from the technical standpoint 

of protection against a risk which was becoming more and more widespread as the use 

of X-rays and radioactive substances in industry increased. 

With regard to the first， ILO presumed that the regulations contemplated would 

apply to all categories of workers likely to b© exposed to Ionising radiations^ 

including the personnel of hospitals, public and private health services and industrial 

undertakings. It should be remembered that ILO had already given particular 

attention to the working conditions of nursing staff and had carried out a special 

study on the matter. ILO had also been asked to co-operate with WHO in a study of 

the working conditions of hospital and health services personnel, and in particular 

the measures to be taken to protect the health of such persons» . 

、He would like to draw attention to the "Model Code of Safety Regulations for 

Industrial Establishments" published by ILO in 19紅9， which included a section on 

ionising radiations. This section contained more than 200 provisions； he would 

not go into details there» 



EBX3/Min/2ÍJ- Eevol 
page 21 

On page k of document EBlj/66 it was stated that ILO could not be asked to draw 

up uniform regulations
}
 since it could lay dovn safety measures for workers only and 

not for patients, physicians, etc. He pointed out that although ILO could lay down 

protective measures for workers only, the term "workers" covered industrial workers 

and employees in public and private services alike. 

Finally, he would mention that TLO^ in drawing up the aforesaid Model Code, 

had taken due account of the recommendations made by the International Congress of 

Eadiology, 

This was a typical example of practical action which might become the subject of 

co-operation between the various interested bodies• To the extent that its 
« 

resources permitted, and within the limits of its interest in this question, ILO 

would be glad to contribute to any further action, undertaken in this field. 

Dr. HYDE remarked that, while all would be agreed oil the interest of the Austrian 

Government^ proposals^ he was concerned about a possible lack of understanding of the 

real significance of any regulations that might be adopted by WHO. 

Dr, van den BEEG said that he had intended to raise that same matter• He 

.pointed out that the Constitution did not provide for regulations in the field in 

question. 

Professor JETTMAE brought some information on technical points to the notice 

of the Secretariat® 
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The líEFUTI DIBECTOE-GEHEEAL explained that the legal expert would undoubtedly 

wish to stress the very limited nature of the authority entrusted to the Health 

Assembly respecting the adoption of regulations. Any recommendations to the Health 

Assembly would：Ъе couched in general terms. 

Decision: The Board agreed to note the document submitted by the 
Government of Austria and request the Director-General, subject to 
availability of funds, to undertake a further study on the subject 
in consultation with international and non-governmental organizations 
and Member States and report to a future session of the Board. (See 
resolution ЕБ15•吵-) 

5. DECISIONS OF THE SIXTEENTH SESSION OF THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL AND 

THE EIGHTH SESSION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY AFFECTING WHO'S ACTIVITIES： • 
Item 9.1 of the Agenda (Document EBI5/56) 

The DEPUTY DIEECTOE-GEHEEAL, drawing attention to document EBI5/56, said it was 

issued for information purposes, to keep the Board informed of General Assembly and 

ECOSOC decisions affecting WHO,s activities. The Economic and Social Council had not 

confined itself to noting the Annual Report of WHO but had noted with approval the. 

continued emphasis on the development of effective public-health services and 

programmes for the training of health workers.
1 

Apart from a few reservations formulated regarding the extra cost involved to 

governments, the Council had in general approved the results obtained under WHO'S 

regional system of operation, in which field it was a pioneer. 

1

 ECOSOC resolution k99 (XV"工) 
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The Council had also discussed the question of co-ordination between the 

various United Nations agencies, on the basis of the fifteenth report of the 

Administrative Committee on Co-ordination (E/2512). The Council had directed its 

attention particularly to the subject' of reporting by the specialized agencies and 

the considerable amount of work required from each of the agencies by the extension, 

of that system as, for example, in respect of the report on the world social 

situation. As a result, and also on the advice of the Advisory Committee on 

Administrative and Budgetary Questions, the Council had decided to give serious study 

at a future session to the possibility of reducing the volme of documentation 

required of agencies taking part in special studies• It should be noted that such 

studies were of ever_increasing significance in the social field particularly^ and 

especially in regard to community social developnerit. 

The document before the Board also contained a number of decisions relating to 

UNICEF and Technical Assistance, The Board would probably vish to note the document 

and ask the Director-General to transmit it to the Health Assembly； no other action 

appeared to be called for. 

Decision: The Board noted the report (EBI3/56) and transmitted the 
information to the Seventh World Health Assembly, (See resolution 
EB13.E70.) 
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6. RELATIONS WITH THE LEAGUE OP ARAB STATES: Item 9.6 of the Agenda (Document EB13/5l)
( 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL said that document JSB13/51, concerning the request of the 

League of Arab States for the establishment of working relations with. WHO, was self-

explanatory. He would be glad to answer any questions raised. 

. D r . AL-WAHBI said that the League of Arab States was asking for representation at 

Health Assembly meetings as an observer, whereas the recommendation of the Secretariat, 

as set out in the document, was for the establishment of relations at the regional 

l e v e l . The League apparently already enjoyed representation at the regional l eve l . 

He accordingly wondered whether there was anything in the Constitution or the rules of 

procedure that would prevent the granting of the original request. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL answered that there was nothing in the Constitution that 

would prevent the League of Arab States from sending an observer to the Health Assembly 

and sessions of the Exeoutive Board. 

Dr. HAYEK thereupon asked the Director-General to correct the statement in the 

last paragraph of document EB15/51 (page 3) before transmitting it to the Health 

Assembly. ®iere was apparently nothing in Article 70 of the Constitution or in Rule ) 
* ' i • ' • 

of the Health Assembly1 s Rules -of Procedure to preclude the granting of iu l l . relationship 

to the League of Arab S ta tes . 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL thought the question might well be decided in the Board, 

without going further. He explained that in other regions, the Organization had 

established .: informal, relationships on a regional basis with a number of inter-

governmental organizations of a similar status to the League of Arab States, as for 
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instance, the Council of Europe, the Commission for Technical Co-operation in Africa 

South of the Sahara, the South Pacific Commission and the Caribbean Commission. All 

those bodies had been invited to send observers to Health Assembly and Executive Board 

sessions. He accordingly saw no need for taking the question to a higher level. 

Mr. CALDERWOOD said the Director-General had already made the point that he had 

intended to mention. The desire of the League of Arab States to establish a form of 

understanding and co-operation did not, he felt, require any formal agreement. There 

was provision in the Constitution for oo-operation between WHO and intergovernmental 

organizations by means of agreements, but such action had not even been taken in the 

case of one United Nations specialized agency: WHO had no formal agreement with ICAO. 

Relations had already been established between the Regional Director and the League of 

Arab States and that should be sufficient for the purpose. He accordingly proposed 

the following draft resolution for the Board's considerations 

"The Executive Board, 

Having examined the request made on behalf of the League of Arab States, 

and more particularly its Health Conunittee, for the establishment of a form of 

understanding and co-operation with the World Health Organization, 

1. NOTES with approval that co-operative relations have already been initiated 

between the Director of the Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean Region 

and the Health Committee of the League of Arab States; 

2- REQUESTS the Director-General, in collaboration with the Regional Director . 

for the Eastern Mediterranean to take such further steps as may be necessary 

for continuing this understanding and co-operation". 

Dr. ANWAR supported the draft resolution. 
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Decision: The Board adopted the draft resolution. (See resolution 

EB13.E75.) 

7. EEPOBT OF THE WOEKIKG PARTY" ON INTEENATIONAL QUARANTINE АШЗ ÏELLOW FEVEE: 
Items 2.5 and 2.6.5 of the Agenda (Documents EB13/25, EB13/24 and EBI3/76) 

The CHAIEMAN, in calling attention to doctiment EBI5/76， expressed the Board's 

appreciation of the help of the Secretariat in preparing the report, which contained 

a number of draft resolutions for the Boàrd
1

 s consideration. 

Decision:. The Board adopted the resolutions recommended in the report of its 
WorkingParty on. International Quarantine and Yellow Fever (document EBI5/76) 
(See resolutions EB13,B^8, k9, 50， 51 and 52.) 
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The Chair was taken Ъу Dr. MACLEAN, Vice-Chairman 

1. T3CHNICAL DISCUSSIONS AT EIGHTH AND SUBSEQUENT HEALTH ASSSCBLIESl 
Item 5.1 of the Agenda (Resolution BB12.R7$ Document EB13/6Q) 
(continuation) 

The CHAIRMAN reoalled that the Board has Ъееп dealing with the subject of 

technical discussions at futur© Health Assemblies at its last meeting. He 

invited further comments. 

Dr. VAEGAS-M3KDEZ referred to previous discussions which had takan place 

in ths Board and the Health АвзетЪ1у. Th© reoommendations of the Fifth World 

Health Assombly that preparatory technical discussions should take place at the 

regional level had been partially aotod upon though, none of the regional 

oommittess had discussed all the topics suggested, by the Assembly. While the 

regional committees might hava much of value to contribute in preparing the 

discussions, the Health Assembly should not Ъе required to discuss purely local 

problems. 

As a provisional solution, ha would submit the following draft resolution» 

The Executive Board
f 

Having studied the question of technical discussions at future 

World Health Assemblies along "the lines of ТШАб,бО| 

Having considered a report of the Director-General on this 

subject, including the suggestion mad@ Ъу a number of government 

delegations at the Sixth Assembly多 



EB13/Min/24 

page 5 

Considering that at its twelfth session the Board selected a 

subject for the Seventh Assembly and established a procedure for 

tho technical discussions at this Assemtlyj 

1. BELIEVES that the discussions which will take place at the 

Soventh Assembly will provide the Board with accrued experience 

on the subject 3 and 

2. DECIDES to keep the matter under review until the fifteenth 

.session of the Board. 

Dr* AL-WAHBI wished to state his complete agreement with what the Chairman 

had said the previous day on the advisability of keeping the technical discuss-

ions informal. He would Ъе grateful to Dr. Maclean for clarification of the 

point he had made at the previous meeting. 

The CHAIRMAN said the opinion he expressed was that the technical 

discussions should Ъе held outside the regular meetings of the Health Assembly 

and the Committee on Programme 5 in that way delegates could, express personal 

views and Ъе unrestricted by the policy of their governments. 

Dr. SUTTER, Assistant Director-General
?
 Advisory Services, said the 

document before the Board (EB13/68) had been prepared Ъу the Director-General 

in accordance with resolution EB12.R7» Tha Board would recall that it had 

decided at its twelfth session that "the topic for the technical discussions at 

the Seventh Assembly would Ъег public-health problems in rural areas, with 

special reference to rural sanitation, zoonoses and the organization of public-

health units in rural areas. The subject could thus Ъе introduced by three 

experts under the three sub—divisions• 
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In the past, governments had Ъееп asked to complote a questionnaire on the 

subject choson for discussioru That practice was being discontinuedj instead 

a preparatory paper would Ъе submitted to governments, but they would, not Ъе 

asked, to present comments formally in writing. Two working days in all would Ъ© 

allotted to tho discussion. The first me sting v/ould. Ъе held on Saturday, 

8 May 19545 the discussion would bo continued from 8«30 a.nu and 10 a«m« on 

other mornings
$
 with a maximum time-limit of two working days. The subject 

would Ъе presented in a plenary meeting and then discussed Ъу three sub-groups| 

a short final plenary meeting would Ъе held
# 

The GHAIEIUN suggested that the general feeling was that the discussion 

should not Ъ© a formal part of the Health Assembly or the Committee on Programme, 

but be on mor© informal lines• 

It was so agreed 

Dr» TOGBA considered that tv/o working days would provide ample time for 

discussion. 

Professor FERREIRA asked if the tv/o-day arrangement were to apply only to 

the Eighth or to all future Assemblies. 

The СНА1ШШГ, observing that any decision in that respeot could always be 

modified, proposed that tho Board accept two working
1

 days as a suitable provision• 

It was so agreed 
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The CHAIRMAN recalled that the Chairman at the previous meeting had taken 

the feeling of the.Board to Ъе that the technical discussions should Ъо on 

matters concerning the work of the Organization rather than more academic 

subjects. The Board might wish to accept that conclusion. 

It was so agreed 

Dr. van den BERG referred to the method of conducting the technical 

discussions. He understood there was to be a detailed study of the ohosen 

topic and a comprehensive report which would Ъе introduced Ъу a highly qualified 

specialist. He was chary of using the word "expert"j an expert could perhaps 

be defined, as a specialist who knew slightly more than the other delegates to 

the Assembly. 

Professor JETTMAR felt the expert should know a good deal more than the 

others and should be of high standing. He should not only introduce the 

subject but guide and supervise the discussion. It would Ъе preferable also 

to have more than one expert speak on the main topic, which was a very broad 

subject» 

Professor HURTADO pointed out that the Board had already taken a decision 

in regard to the procedure to be followed at the forthcoming Health Assembly* 

工*t should now Ъе examining the method to be followed at future Assemblies, tut 

in that respect he felt the proposal made Ъу Dr• Vargas-Mendez was perfectly 

justified. In view of the fact that the membership of the Board changed 

periodically, he felt thoy should not discuss arrangements for future Assemblies 

at that stage} the constitution of the Board, would be quite different at th© 

next session. 
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At the Seventh World Health Assembly the method recommended Ъу the Director— 

General would Ъе followed. The working of that method in practice could Ъе 

studied then, and the session of the Board which followed the Assembly could 

decide whether or not it had been satisfactory. Then would Ъе the time to 

decide what system should be followed, in future. 

The CHAIRMAN, referring to the draft resolution put forward Ъу Dr. Vargas-. 

Mondez, wondered, if the reference in its last paragraph to the fifteenth session 

of the Board had been intentional? the session which followed the Health 

Assembly would Ъе the fourteenth. 

D
r >
 VARGAS— MENDEZ thought tho fourteenth session would. Ъе too soon to 

consider the matter 5 many new members would have joined the Board and. they 

would not Ъе familiar with the procedure. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL appreciated, the point made by Dr. Vargas-Mendez but 

suggested, that it would Ъе advisable nevertheless to have a preliminary 

discussion at the fourteenth session. The Director-General would need guidance 

a
t an early date» -the preparation of the discussions for the Assembly took 

some time, and would be delayed if "the Board did not oonsider the matter before 

January 1955• 

Dr. VARGAS-MENDEZ agreed to the word "fifteenth" in operative paragraph 2 

of his draft resolution being amended to read "fourteenth". 
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The CHAIEMAN pointed out that the resolution, if carried, would to some 

extent contradict a decision of the Board at its previous session which had 

recommended that the matter b© decided at the thirteenth session. 

Dr. ANWAR disagreed with the Chairman in that respect. In view of the 

fact that there was not full agreement regarding technical discussions in the 

future, he would fully support the draft resolution proposed. 

Mr. CALDEETOOD, alternate to Dr. Hyde, suggested that the last paragraph 

of the draft resolution Ъе amended to read» "DECIBES to resume its review of 

this matter at the fourteenth session of the Board". 

Decisions The Board adopted the resolution proposed by Dr. Vargas-
Mendez, as amended in the course of discussion. 

2. PLACE OF THE EIGHTH 7/OSLD HEALTH ASSEMBLYî IÏÏVTTATION OF THE 
GOVHEmCDOT OF MEXICO! Item 5.3 of the Agenda (Resolution \Ш6.42-, 
Document EB13/40) 

Mr. SIEGEL, Assistant Director-General, Administration and Finance, 

recalled that the Mexican delegation to the Sixth World Health Assembly had 

extended, an invitation from its Government to hold the Eighth Assembly in 

Mexico City. The Health Assembly had indicated its appreciation of the -offer 

a n d r e (

l
u e s t e d t h e B o a r d

 切 consider the financial, administrativo and other 

implications. Document EBI3/4O contained th« Director-General's report, and 

photographs were being handed round showing the site of the пегу university, 

outside Mexico City, in which it was proposed to hold the Assembly. 
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Tho Director-General had Ъееп in touch with the Mexican Government, which 

had clearly indicated its willingness to pay all the additional costs which 

would result from holding the Assembly away from headquarters| the Government 

was also prepared, to pay the additional costs if it was decided to hold in 

Mexico the session of the Sxeoutive Board which normally followed the Assembly. 

The Government was prepared to make all the necessary services available, and. 

to provide arrangements for the delegates and. ths Secretariat. Certain 

negotiations, of course, could not Ъа completed until the Board and the Health 

Assembly had taken a specific decision. The Director-General saw no obstacle, 

however, to the holding of a sviocessful Health Assembly in Mexico City. 

Dr. van den BERG said that as a general rule he would not Ъе in favour of 

holding ths Health Assembly away from Geneva "because of the many technical 

advantages of meeting at headquarters. There were advantages, however, in 

holding the Assembly in other parts of the world 5 that seemed especially true 

in the present instance where an extremely generous offer had Ъееп made. He 

felt the Board could be confident that the Secretariat would make the necessary 

arrangements in the sams efficient way as it had completed the preliminary 

negotiations. 

Dr. AL-VÍAHBI did not share Dr. van den Berg's unwillingness to hold 

Assemblies away from headquarters, and referred, to the success of the Second. 

World Health Assembly, which had been held, at Rome. He thought, moreover, that 

tlio majority of delegates - he was not referring only to mombers of the Board -

believed it was desirable to hold the Assembly and other meetings away from 
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headquarters from time to time. The generous offer of the Mexican Government 

should Ъе accepted. 

Dr. TOGBA stated that the present offer was, apart from the one made Ъу 

Italy, the first definite invitation to hold ths Assembly away from Geneva5 

lie believed, that it should Ъе accepted, with warm thanks to the Mexican 

Government. 

Professor HURTADO agreed with Dr. van den Berg as to the holding of 

Assemblies away from headquarters. The Second World Health Assembly had been 

a success, but in general only when the meeting was at Geneva could, the Assembly 

have at its disposal ths whole of the Secretariat, the complete archives, and. 

so on. The Assembly was not a congress which could move from one oountry to 

another5 it was an established organization with headquarters in Geneva. 

Even the United Nations had encountered difficulties in holding the General 

Assembly away from New York. 

Moreover, the holding of the Assembly elsewhere than at headquarters 

necessarily entailed expenditure for the host country. He would oppose such a 

policy because it implied a discrimination against countries which would like 

•to act as host but found it impossible, for financial reasons, to do so. He 

was making that remark in a general sense, and not in relation to the specific 

proposal before the Board. 

However, since it was the Health Assembly which would decide in the last 

instance, it was for the Board to put the arguments both for and against. 

The arguments in favour of holding the Assembly in Mexico were many. It was 
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an excellent thing to get to know another country. Moreover, delegates would 

Ъе delighted with Mexico City and with its university buildings, impressed 

by the effort which had gone into its construction. In addition to the 

attractions of culture and scenery, an Assembly in Mexico would be a link 

between the Old World and the Now. For those reasons he would recommend that 

the invitation be accepted. 

Professor ALIVISATOS shared the opinion of previous speakers, and 

that the invitation reflected the Mexican Government
1

 s appreciation of 

work accomplished. Ъу the Organization. 

Dr. van den BERG referred to Dr. Al-\7ahbi
f

 s. disagreement with his 

statement of principle. He would, like to repeat that he thought the generous 

offer of the Mexican Government provided, a good reason for making an exception 

to the general rule he wished to see adopted, 

• i 
Decision? The Board, being of the unanimous opinion that the Eighth 
Health Assembly should Ъо held in Mexico City in 1955, the 
Rapporteurs were asked to draft a suitable resolution, recommending 
that the Hsalth Assembly accapt the invitation, and expressing 
thanks to the Government of Mexico• 

felt 

the 

It was so agreed 

3. ÍÍSASUESS POR STRENGTHSîTIlîG OCCUPiTIOUJLL H3ALTH ACTIVITIES s 
Item 2#9 of the Agenda5 (Resolution EB12.R235 Document 
BB13/31) 

The CHAIRMAN proposed that the Board deal next with item 2.Э of the Agenda, 

as the representative of the International Labour Organisation was present at 

tho meeting. He invited Dr, Suttor to introduce document EB13/31 
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Dr, SUTTEE referred to resolution EB12�B25， adopted by the Board a t i t s 

twelfth session. The operative part of the resolution requested the Director-

General to study vi th ILO measures for strengthening occupational health 

a c t i v i t i e s and to report to the thirteenth session. Previously^ at i t s 

Seventh Session, the Board had requested the Director-General to develop 

со-operation with ILO so as to assure the f u l l e s t possible co-ordination of 

a l l health a c t i v i t i e s in accordance with the Constitution of WHO. Each 

organization had a dif ferent approach. WHO was mainly concerned with the 

integral health protection of the worker and his family； ILO was more concerned 

vi th the protection of the vorker against sickness， disease and injury ar is ing 

out of the type and place of his employment. 

Three further points should be noted in connexion with the position cf 
‘ . • . • • 

WHO. F i r s t l y , i t was an organization vhose a c t i v i t i e s were based on requests 

from governments. Secondly, i t was decentralized, and the regional o f f i ces 

vould be d irec t ly concerned with the carrying out of occupational health 

programmes in the f ield• Thirdly, any increase of a c t i v i t y implied an increase 

in the budget. 

On page 11 of document EB13/31， specific measures vere proposed with a 

view to promoting mutual understanding between the two organizations and avoiding 

duplication. 

The CHAIRMAN invited Mr. Robert of the International Labour Organisation 

to speak» 

Mr. ROBERT (international Labour Organisation) said that the Director-

General of the ILO wished to express his thanks for the s p i r i t of co-operation 

shown Ъу the Director-General and s t a f f of WHO in the discussions regarding 
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the co-ordination of activities in occupational health. The problems involved 

would Ъе Insoluble if. each organization kept strictly to the definition of its 

terms of reference as set out in its Constitution. Neither could reasonably be 

expected to renounce the competence allotted to it, and on that particular point 

it was likely that partial solutions only were possible； but such could Ъе worked 

out in practice. 

It was in that spirit that the two Directors-General had studied the problem 

under review. In that connexion he would refer to Section IV (page 8) of 

document EBI3/3I， which proposed that there should be "mutual consultation and 

exchange of information ••••• before any such programmes become final, with a 

view to achieving maximum effectiveness and to- eliminating duplication of 

initiatives" and "full consideration … . / of the possibility of со-operation 

in carrying them put" ； and that each organization wouJLd refer to the other 

any questions which called for action but with which the other was best equipped 

to deal. 
• • " ' ¿ • 

There vas a' further important passage in Section V reading: "It is understood 

that any general arrangements agreed upon between WHO and ILO will be binding upon 

the headquarters of the two organizations, as veil as upon their regional or field 

offices•“ . 

He felt those principles of co-ordination, if accepted Ъу the Board, would 

continue to be applied in the spirit of collaboration in which they had been dravn 

up, and vould lead to the greater efficacity of the work of both organizations. 
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Professor ANDERSEN said it would Ъе seen from document EB13/31 that WHO's 

work in the field of occupational health, despite active interest in the subject, 

had been somewhat res t r i c ted in the past . Speci f ic measures were now being 

proposed to strengthen those activities (pages 10 and 11) and implementation of 

the measures was to be carried out at the regional level vith the assistance of 

headquarters, and Ъу headquarters with the help of consultants, where necessary. 

While the measures proposed would mean no duplication of the vork done Ъу 

ILO, they would, on the other hand， lay a heavy burden on the WHO headquarters 

s t a f f concerned. The two medical o f f i c e r s comprising the Social and Occupational 

Health Section vere already charged, in addition to occupational health, with a 

multiplicity of other subjects coming under medical-social activities, some of 

which, moreover, were merely of marginal interest to WHO. 

In those circumstances， he ent ire ly fa i led to see how the section could 

cope with the extra activities envisaged, and at the same time provide the 

requisite help to the regions, without the assistance of a medical officer 

trained in occupational health. Furthermore, the help of such a spec ia l i s t 

would be invaluable in relat ions with ILO, both for avoiding duplication of 

effort and for strengthening the existing collaboration. 

In conclusion, while fu l ly approving the recommended measures, he thought 

that the Director-General should not be asked to assume those new responsib i l i t ies 

without provision being made to enable him to engage the services of a trained 

spec ia l i s t in occupational health. The Director-General himself had referred 
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at an e a r l i e r meeting to the need for some expansion of headquarters s t a f f in the 

near future. Economic stringency should not, he fe l t， be allowed to jeopardize 

e f f e c t i v e vork even in what might be regarded as a secondary f i e l d of work. 

Dr, van den BERG commended the report as giving a c lear and accurate picture 

of the position in regard to occupational health a c t i v i t i e s . In connexion with 

i t , however, he must c lear up a most unfortunate mi sunderstanding. He had learned 

t o his astonishment that the original proposal of Professor Ferre i ra , made at the 

twelfth session of the Board， for a study of the matter, had been Interpreted in 

cer ta in c i r c l e s as an attempt to get part of the functions exercised by ILO 

transferred to WHO • and that he (Dr. van den Berg) had supported such an attempte 

What Professor Ferreira had in f a c t maintained vas the need for co-operation 

between WHO and ILO on occupational health a c t i v i t i e s and that WHO «as not in a 

posit ion to do i t s share of the work. That was the view he himself had supported. 

The report before the Board made i t abundantly c lear that Professor Ferreira had 

been right• 

Dr. van den Berg thought that his own consistent stand in favour of co-operation 

with other agencies and against duplication of work should have been suf f i c ient to 

preclude any possible misinterpretation of his a t t i tude in the matter. 

There was only one item in the report v i t h which he was not ent i re ly s a t i s f i e d . 

The information on the implementation of the suggested measures was somewhat 

sparse； he hoped f u l l e r de ta i l s would Ъе made available to a subsequent session 

of the Board. 
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In conclusion^ he reiterated his agreement vith the vievs of Professor 

Andersen and Professor Ferreira that the Organization was not in a position 

to fulfil its functions in respect cf occupational health, as laid down In 

the report• 

Dr. HYDE said the existing situation vas such that there was no need for 

ILO to fear any duplication of its work Ъу WHO. He welcomed the vhclly 

co-operative attitude with which the two organizations had tackled the matter, 

and hoped to see some fruitful developments in the early future. 

He called attention to the interest of the World Medical Association in 

the subject• At its forthcoming session in Zurich, occupational health was 

to Ъе the major topic for discussion and a meeting of leading industrial and 

health specialists was shortly to be held in New York in preparation for that 

discussion. He hoped WHO vould be represented at Zurich, and perhaps the 

Director-General would report to the Health Assembly on any new developments
# 

Professor FEHREÏEA expressed his satisfaction with the action taken 

subsequent to his raising the queetion of occupational health at the last 

session of the Executive Board. He vas very grateful, too, to Dr. van den Berg 

for relieving him of some concern as to the possible misinterpretation of his 

intentions in making the proposal. Those had been made abundantly clear at the 
• > • • • 

time, and the paper now before the Board covered all aspects of the matter to his 

entire satisfaction. 

It was evident that in the wide field of vork awaiting action at the inter-

national level, the joint effort contemplated Ъу WHO and ILO, far from being 
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exclusive, would have to Ъе supplemented Ъу the technical and financial help of 

other interested bodies, since the stage reached at present was more or less that 

of preliminary exploration. 

He agreed with previous speakers on the urgent need to have the regional 

offices deal with occupational health as one of their routine subjects, so that 

b o
t h stimulus and help in overcoming their national problems would be amply 

available to countries in- the course of industrialisation. The proposals in 

the report"seemed ideally designed to meet that point and M s only remaining 

desire was to see them put into effect. 

Professor J E T T _ also welcomed the proposals and the assurance of continued 

co-operation between ILO and WHO and the subject, 

Referring to the report of the Joint ILO/WHO Committee on Occupational Health 

technical Report Series, No. 66)， he made а пгжЪег of suggestions for additional 

topics that might Ъе taken up in the future. 

'
D r

. ДШАЕ wished to express appreciation of Professor Andersen's statement. 

At the previous session of the Executive Board, it had been recognized that active 

co-operation on the subject already existed between ILO and WHO. The need to 

e x t e n d W H O ' S , activities vas also evident, however, more especially as the matter 

w a s
 one of ever-increasing importance and concern to countries in course of 

becoming industrialised. However, WHO's more general functions should not be 

o v e r l o o k e d and the suggested measures should be viewed in the light of the 

financial resources available to meet the obligations imposed. 
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Speaking at the invitation of the Chairman, Mr. BOBEHT said he had nothing 

to add to his previous remarks. He merely wished to thank the Executive Board 

for the spirit in which it had approached the subject, and again to express the 

hope that the increased co-operation envisaged would lead to effective action. 

The DIRECTOS-GENEBAL undertook to bear in mind the suggestions made during 

the discussion. 

Decision: The Eapporteurs were asked to prepare a suitable draft 
resolution, approving the suggested measures for strengthening 
occupational health activities in co-operation vith ILO. 

1+. INTEENATIONAL REGULATIONS CONCERNING THE PROTECTION OF WORKERS AND THE GENERAL 

PUBLIC AGAINST ROENTGEN AND ISOTOPIC RADIATIONS - Item proposed Ъу the Government 
of Austria： Item 2.10 of the Agenda (Documents EB13/66 and EB13/WP/l6). 

Dr. DOROLLE, Deputy Director-General, after calling attention to the relative 

documentation said that the working paper before the Board (EBI5/WP/16) gave 

the general substance of the Austrian proposal concerning the protection of workers 

and the general public against Boentgen and isotopic radiation马，mâ indicated the 

legal and procedural points raised by the question. 

The Director-General's view as stated in the vorking paper, was that the 

subject did not come within the strictly limited list of subjects, set out in 

Article 21 of the Constitution for which the Health Assembly was authorized to 

adopt regulations. It might, however, be made the subject of a convention or 

agreement, to be drawn up in accordance with the provisions of Articles 19 and 

20 of the Constitution or simply a recommendation to Member States. 
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In view of the legal and technical difficulties involved, the Director-General 

felt that, if the Board decided to take up the matter； he should be instructed to 

undertake a further study on the subject, within the funds available, in consultation 

with international and non-governmental organizations and Member States, and to report 

to a future session of the Board. 

Speaking at the invitation of the Chairman, Mr, Б0ВЕВТ, representative of IL0
; 

said that the Austrian Government's proposal was of particular interest to ILO on two 

counts； first, on general grounds because of the numerous references to the working 

conditions of all categories of workers.likely to be exposed to ionizing radiations； 

and secondly, from the technical standpoint of protection against the widespread risk 

arising from the steadily increasing use of x-rays and radioactive substances» 

In regard to the first, ILO presumed that any regulations contemplated would apply-

to all categories of workers likely to be exposed to such radiations, including hospital 

and public-health staff and industrial workers. ILO had already given particular 

attention to the working conditions of nursing staff and had carried out a special 

study on the matter. It had also been asked to co-operate with WHO in studying the 

working conditions of hospital staffs and possible health protection measures. 

It was stated in document EB15/66， page 红，that ILO could not Ъе asked to draw 

up uniform regulations, since it could lay down safety measures only for workers and 

not for patients, physicians, etc. He would like in that connexion to draw attention 

to the "Model Code of Safety Begulations for Industrial Establishments" published Ъу 

ILO in 19^9, which included a section dealing with ionising radiations. Those 

regulations included more than 200 provisions, into details of which he would not 

enter. Furthermore, although ILO could only draw up regulations applicable to 

workers, the term "worker" covered industrial workers and employees in public and 

private services alike. 
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The present subject was a typical case where fruitful results could be obtained 

by collaboration between the bodies interested, and ILO would be glad to contribute 

in any further action undertaken
e 

In passingj he would mention that ILO, in drawing up the Model Code, had taken 

account of the recommendations made by the International Congress of Radiology. 

Dr% HYDE remarked that, while all would be agreed on the Interest of the Austrian 

Government
f

s proposals, he was concerned about a possible lack of understanding of the 

real significance, of any regulations that might be adopted by WHO* 

The references in the working paper (EBl)/Wp/l6, page 2) to the "abandonment of 

sovereign rights" by Member States in entrusting legislative power to the Health 

Assembly in respect of the adoption of regulations, and the posssibility of "legally 

imposing «uó 猫 r e c o m m e n d e d on all Member States, might be open to 

misinterpretation. Perhaps he might be permitted to make some suggestions to the 

Secretariat with the object of removing from the documentation anything open to 

misinterpretation. 

Dr. van den BERG said that he had intended to raise that same matter. There was 

nothing in the Constitution of WHO which constituted an abandonment of sovereign rights 

on the part of its Member States• 

Professor JETTMAR brought some information on technical points that might be of 

use to the notice of the Secretariat• 

The DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL explained that he was not legally competent to deal 

with the point raised by Dr
e
 Hyde and Dr. van den ВЬ̂з. In drawing up the paper, the 
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legal expert had undoubtedly wanted to stress the very limited nature of the authority 

entrusted to the Health Assembly respecting the adoption of regulations. The document 

was merely a working paper and its distribution outside the Executive Board was 

certainly not contemplated. Any recommendations to the Health Assembly would be 

couched in more general terms• 

Decision? The Rapporteur was instructed to prepare a suitable resolution, noting 
the document submitted by the Government of Austria and instructing the Director-
General, subject to availability of funds, to undertake a further study on the 
subject in consultation with international and non-governmental organizations and 
Member States, and to report to a future session of the Board. 

5. DECISIONS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY AND THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL AFFECTING 
WHO

!

S ACTIVITIES s Item 9-1 of the Agenda (EB13/56) 

The DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL, drawing attention to document EB13/56, said it was 

issued for information purposes, to keep the Board informed of General Assembly and 

ECOSOC decisions affecting WHO's activities• The Economic and Social Council had not 

confined itself to noting the Annual Report of WHO but had noted with approval the 

continued emphasis on the development of effective public-health servioes and programmes 

for the training of health workers. 

Apart from a few reservations formulated regarding the extra cost involved to 

governments, the Council had in general approved the results obtained under WHO
1

s regional 

system of operation, In which field it was a pioneer. 

The Council had also discussed the question of co-ordination between the various 

United Nations agencies, on the basis of a document submitted by the Administrative 

Committee on Co-ordination (E/2512). The Council had directed its attention particularly 
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to the subject of continuing reports and the considerable amount of work imposed by 

the extension of that system on each of the participating organizations as, for example, 

in respect of the report on the World Social Situation. As a result, and also on the 

advice of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions, the Council 

had decided to give serious study at a future session to the possibility of reducing 

the volume of documentation required of participating agencies• It should be noted 

that those continuing studies were of ever-increasing significance in the social field 

particularly, and especially in regard to community social development» 

The document before the Board also contained a number of decisions relating to 

UNICEF and Technical Assistance• The Board would probably wish to note the document 

and ask the Director-General to transmit it to the Health Assembly; no other action 

appeared to be called for. 

The CHAIRMAN, in the absence of further comment, read out the following draft 

resolutions 

"The Executive Board, 

1. NOTES the report of the Director-General on the decisions taken by the 

General Assembly of the United Nations at its eighth session and by the Economic 

and Social Council at its sixteenth session, on matters which conoern the World 

Health Organization; 

2, TRANSMITS this information to the Seventh World Health Assembly so that it 

may take i t Into aooount when examining the programme of the Organization"• 

Beoisions The draft resolution was adoptêd. 
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6. RELATIONS WITH TOE LEAGUE OP ARAB STATES: Item 9.6 of the Agenda (Document EB13/51) 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL said that document ЕВ1，/51, concerning the request of the 

League of Arab States for the establishment of working relations with WHO, was self-

explanatory• He would be glad to answer any questions raised• 

Dr, AL-WAHBI said that the League of Arab States was asking for representation at 

Health Assembly meetings as an observer, whereas the recommendation of the Secretariat, 

as set out in the document, was for the establishment of relations at the regional 

levels The League apparently already enjoyed representation at the regional level. 

He accordingly wondered whether there was anything in the Constitution or the rules of 

procedure that would prevent the granting of the original request• 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL answered that there was nothing in the Constitution that 

would prevent the League of Arab States from sending an observer to the Health Assembly 

and sessions of the Executive Board； 

Dr. HAYEK thereupon asked the Director-General to correct the statement in the 

last paragraph of document EB1J/51 (page J>) before transmitting It to the Health • 

Assembly• There was apparently nothing In Article 70 of the Constitution or in Rule ) 

of the Health Assembly
1

 s Rules of. Procedure to preclude the granting of full relationship 

to the League of Arab States# 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL thought the question might well be decided in the Board, 

without going further. He explained that in other regions, the Organization had 

established . informal, relationships on a regional basis with a number of inter-

governmental organizations of a similar status to the League of Arab States, as for 
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instance, the Council of Europe, the Commission for Technical Co-operation in Africa 

South of the Sahara, the South Pacific Commission and the Caribbean Commission. All 

those bodies had been invited to send observers to Health Assembly and Executive Bçard 

sessions. He accordingly saw no need for taking the question to a higher level• 

Mr. CALDERWOOD said the Director-General had already made the point that he had 

intended to mention. The desire of the League of Arab States to establish a form of 

understanding and co-operation did not, he felt, require any formal agreement. There 

was provision in the Constitution for co-operation between WHO and Intergovernmental 

organizations by means of agreements, but such action had not even been taken in the 

case of one United Nations specialized agency: WHO had no formal agreement with ICAO. 

Relations had already been established between the Regional Director and the League of 

Arab States and that should be sufficient for the purpose. He accordingly proposed 

the following draft resolution for the Board
T

 s considerations 

"The Executive Board, 

Having examined the requeet made on behalf of the League of Arab States， 

and more particularly its Health Committee, for the establishment of a form of 

understanding and co-operation with the World Health Organization, 

1. NOTES with approval that co-operative relations have already been initiated 

between the Director of the Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean Region 

and the Health Committee of the League of Arab States; 

2. REQUESTS the Director-General, in collaboration with the Regional Director 

for the Eastern Mediterranean to take such further steps as may be necessary 

for continuing this understanding and co-operation". 

Dr. ANWAR supported the draft resolution^ 
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Decision: The Board adopted the draft resolution. 

7

' ，
0

R T OF THE WORKING PARTY ON INTERNATIONAL QUARANTINE AND YELLOW PEVER. Items 
and 2.6.5 of the Agenda (Documents 皿3/2), EBl)/2斗 and EBI5/76) 

The CHAIRMAN, in calling attention to document ЕВ1̂ Л6, expressed the Board's 

appreciation of the help of the Secretariat in preparing the report, which contained 

a number of draft resolutions for the Board's consideration. 

1
h e

 Í
 a d

°P
t e d t h e

 ^solutions recommended in the report of its 
Working Party on International Quarantine and Yellow Pever (document EBI3/Y6). 

勘―meeting rose at 12 noon. 


