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1. REGIONAL COMMITTEE POR THE AMERICAS - REPORT ON FIFTH SESSION: Item 6.2 of the 
Agenda (Document EB13/26) 

The CHAIRMAN stated that he -would call upon the regional directors to introduce 

the reports of the regional committees. 

Dr. WEGMAN, Chief, Division of Education and Training, Regional Office for the 

Americas, introduced the report in the absence of Dr. Soper, the Regional Director, 

who unfortunately had been unable to remain for the meeting. He would like to 

speak on the report first in regard to the programmes and secondly in regard to 

certain administrative and financial matters. 

It would be evident from the report that progress was being made towards achieving 

the long-range objectives of the Regional Committee and the Pan American Sanitaiy 

Organization, in accordance with a resolution of the last meeting of the Directing 

Council of. PASO. There had been three main aims, namely, to strengthen the local 

health services, to strengthen training for health services (with emphasis on developing 

local and regional educational resources), and to propose eradication programmes for 

diseases where appropriate. 

It was notable that more and more governments were asking the Organization 

for help in reorganizing local and national health services. The Regional Office 

had tried to concentrate on general aims, particularly in regard to environmental 

sanitation and public-health nursing, recently emphasized by the Regional Committee. 

Since the Division of Education and Training had been set up in the summer of 1952, 

programmes had been developed in five main sectors - professional education for 

medicine, public health, nursing, sanitaiy science, and veterinaiy public health. 
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Public-health schools in Latin America were being helped to correlate and broaden 

their teaching programmes. In. recognition of the fundamental importance of 

undergraduate medical education, and of the number of agencies - bilateral and 

multilateral, public and private - interested in this subject in Latin America, the 

Regional Office had set up a Medical Education Information Centre which had had 

broad and enthusiastic participation, including among others the Kellogg Foundation, 

the Rockefeller Foundation, and the Institute of Inter-American Affairs. Substantial 

progress had already been made in co-ordinating and strengthening the efforts of the 

various groups. 

The eradieable diseases to which attention had been given included smallpox, 

considered earlier by the Executive Board. Work on smallpox had been going on for 

several years and attempts had been made to improve both the quantity and quality of 

available vaccines. The Regional Office had emphasized the inclusion of such work 

in basic public-health programmes, and the avoidance of sporadic or short-term 

campaigns. On yellow fever he would only say that the mere fact of having 

Dr. Soper as Regional Director was an adequate guarantee that the disease was 

receiving close attention. In yaws, the pulicy of trying to eradicate the disease 

first in one countiy and then over a whole area was being followed and was showing 

good results. 

The desire to emphasize international and multi-countiy activities had been 

illustrated by the meetings of countries with common borders - Peru, Bolivia and Chile 

in the west, and the countries of the Rio de la Plata in the east. The work of the 
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United States/Mexico Border Public Health Association, a voluntary group, continued 

to receive extensive support# An Inter•American Center of Biostatist ics had been 

set up jointly with the United Nations and the Government of Chile, to facilitate 

the improvement of statistical services in the various countries in the Region and 

to train statistical personnel• 

The administrative problems of the Region were probably no different from those 

of other regions. They arose particularly from budgetary difficulties and from 

resulting orders and counter-orders, requiring the repeated revision of plans and 

occasioning much dissatisfaction on the part of governments. As regards staffing 

it had not been possible to fill all the positions vacant. It was hoped that the 

training facilities becoming available would provide more recruits in future. 

The CHAIRMAN thanked Dr. Wegman for presenting the report» 

Decision: The Board noted the report of the Regional Office for the Americas 
on its fifth session. (See resolution EB13t,R46J 

2. REGIONAL COMMITTEE FOR SOUTH EAST ASIA • REPORT ON SIXTH SESSION: Item 6.3 
of the Agenda (Document EB13/28) 

Dr. MANI, Regional Director for South-East Asia, wished, before speaking on 

the actual report, to refer to the work of the Regional Office during the preceding 

five years
 # 

It had been necessary to concentrate on the main problem in South-East /sia, 

namely, the pool of disease represented by the various communicable diseases prevalent 

in the Region• Malaria and tuberculosis had been dealt with to the extent that 

practically every country had at least one project in operation r̂tiich could serve as 
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the base for a full-scale attack• An attempt was being made to combat yaws in 

Indonesia and Thailand• In that campaign and in the work on maternal and child health， 

a prominent part was played by UNICEFt almost half the resources had been in the 

shape of UNICEF supplies - sometimes to the amount of two million dollars in a year. 

Hundreds of health workers had been trained in connexion with these projects• 

Help had been given for medical schools and auxiliary training; and training in 

nursing was making headway• Since the last session of the Regional Committee, however, 

there was to be a shifting of emphasis, and more attention would now be devoted to 

environmental sanitation, health education of the public and training - especially 

for auxiliary personnel• 

Everything, however, moved slowly in the Region• There was a gross shortage of 

trained personnel. Most of the countries were too poor to pay good salaries and offer 

good conditions; in other words, they were unable to afford modern public-health 

services at modern prices• Nevertheless, there was a real intensification of 

national effort• 

A further difficulty was the marked bias in favour of curative medicine; it was 

much more difficult to arouse interest in preventive measures. For example in most 

places it was impossible to obtain even safe drinking water• 

As the separate items of the regional programme would be considered in connexion 

with the Director-General
1

 s budget, he would not go into them at the present .stage. 

However, he wished to emphasize a few points in connexion with the report of the 

Regional Committee which was before the meeting• Firstly, there was considerable 

disappointment that the World Health Organization was so subject to the vicissitudes 
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of the United Nations Technical Assistance programme.• Most governments in the Region 

were pressing to have their programmes put on the regular budget, and it was not 
i 

always easy to explain matters to them. The question of reimbursing the travelling 

expenses of representatives to the Regional Committee meetings was mentioned in the 

report and would, he understood, be discussed later. Section 8 of the report 

(page 6) dealt with a new matter of сonsinferable interest, namely, a proposal that the 

Regional Office should act as a clearing house for technical assistance which countries 

within the area could supply to one another. That idea, if developed, could lead to 

something veiy useful and significant. Another subject discussed was the fact that 

the terms、and conditions offered to medical and public-health workers were not 

sufficiently attractive to recruit them in sufficient numbers. It seemed advisable 

to review the whole orientation of medical training in South-East Asiaj a great deal 

of it was at present planned as if intended for European conditions. It was hoped 

within the next year or two to organize a conference on medical education to con-

sider how far medical curricula could be revised. 

The CHAIRMilN, on behalf of the Board, congratulated the Regional Committee for 

South-East Asia on what it had achieved. A number of specific issues had been raised. 

The financial question would be discussed when the Board was dealing with the 1954 

programme and budget. The proposal that governments within the Region might exchange 

technical assistance was of the utmost importance. The problem of medical training 

referred to was not confined to South-East Asia, and he felt the Board would welcome 

the proposal to study the matter in more detail. 

Decision: The Board noted the report of the Regional.-Committee for South-
East Asia on its sixth session. (See resolution EB13.R46.) 
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3. REGIONAL COMMITTEE FOR EUROPE - REPORT ON THIRD SESSION* 

Item 6.4 of the Agenda (Document EB13/27) 

The CHAIEMAN suggested that the Board in considering document EB13/27 

should leave aside the question of the site for the- Regional Offioe. 

D
r
. BEGG, Regional Director for Europe, proposed to deal only with the 

matters in the report which, would not be considered, separately during the 

present session of the Board. At its third session the Regional Committee 

had dealt with a number of problems arising out of the international control 

of disease and with some specific points under individual programmes. It had 

considered the stage whioh had. been reached in Europe and emphasized the 

value of -the co-operation which had been established between the МетЪег States 

in the Region. The programme for 1955 would, include the study of certain 

specific health problems and would deal with the exchange of information and 

the better provision of education and training. 

On the whole it could be said that the inter-country programmes .of the 

Organization were now being reflected, in the health programmes of the 

individual countries in the Region. Special emphasis was laid on the 

question of training and the provision of fellowships. The Regional Committee 

had recognized, that over a period of years the work of the Organization in any 

particular field of health tended to expand and to occupy more time and effort. 

This desirable result, however, necessitated, increasing caution.in entering 

new fields, important as the new activities might appear. At the Regional 

Committee an informal discussion on educational and training programmes in 
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Europe, within the framework of the broad organizational stucfer made by the 

Executive Board and the Health Assembly, had provided very useful guidance to the 

Regional Office. 

The CHAIRMAN thanked Dr. Begg. 

Decision: The Board noted the report of the Regional Office for 
Europe on its third session. (See resolution EB13.R46.) 

A. REGIONAL DIRECTOR FOR THE EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN: Item 6.7 of 
the Agenda (Resolution EB11,R6; Document EB13/9) 

The CHAIRMAN stated that the Board was called upon to consider the 

Director-General's recommendation to extend the appointment of Dr, Shousha as 

Regional Director for the Eastern Mediterranean for a period of one year as 

from 1 February 1954. . 

Professor SALEH thought the Region was veiy fortunate in having Dr. Shousha as 

Director. He had much pleasure in proposing that the Director-General
f

s 

recommendation be accepted. 

The CHA.IRMA.N and several other members of the Board also paid tribute 

to Dr, Shousha. 

Decision: The Board approved the Director-General
1

s recommendation 
to extend Dr. Shousha's appointment for a further year. (See resolution 
EB13.R26.) 
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5. REGIONAL COMMITTEE FOR THE WESTERN PACIFIC: - REPORT ON FOURTH SESSION: 
Item 6,8 of the Agenda (Document EB13/29) 

Dr. FANG, Regional Director for the Western Pacific, introducing the report^ said 

that at the fourth session of the Regional Committee all Member countries of the Region 

had been represented except Laos and Korea； the Director-Gen运ral had been present 

throughout the session. Four half-day meetings had been devoted to health planning, 

and a seminar had been arranged by the United Nations Association of Japan，at which 

the Director-General and the Regional Director had been the principal speakers. 

He wished to draw special attention to two resolutions in the report: WP/RC4/R2 

and WP/RC4/R5; they were indicative of the desire of the countries in the area to 

collaborate» Two years previously, when the proposal to set up the Regional Committee 

had been made, two of the countries of the Region in particular had been sceptical 

about its potential value ； they were now the Organization
1

 s most ardent supporters. 

As Regional Director, he had made a frank statement at the session of the 

financial difficulties cf the Organization. Naturally, some governments had been veiy 

disappointed at the abandoning or postponing of projects in regard to which they had 

themselves alreac^r made heavy commitments. It would be seen from resolution WP/RC4/R10, 

however, that the Member States in the Region had made concrete proposals for 

increasing and stabilizing available resources. He was not yet in a position to state 

what had been done to implement the resolution^ but he had reason to believe that 

several States would respond favourably. 

The CHAIRMâN thanked Dr. Fang. 

Decision： The Board rioted the report of the Regional Committee 
for the Western Pacific on its fourth session. (See resolution EB13»R46^) 
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6. TRAVEL'EXPENSES OF REPRESENTATIVES TO REGIONAL COMMITTEE MEETINGSi 
Item 6.9 of the Agenda (Resolutions EBll

e
R50 (工工）and ША6.44 (II)j 

Document EB13/20丄） 

The CHAIRMâN read out the relevant section of document EB13/20^and iavlted 

comments о 

Drо TOGBA thought the comments received from the regional committees showed 

that there was fairly general agreement that it wculd be preferable for the 

Organization to use available funds for practical work in the field, rather than 

employ part of them in reimbursing travel expenditure » That qpinion was very 

strongly held in the African Region® 

The CHAIRMâN suggested the Board might first discuss "vrtiether it wished any-

dee is ion it took to apply to all regions., in order to ensure uniformity» 

Dr. van den BERG felt it inadvisable to take a decision until the тйюХе 

matter had been considered and in that connexion referred to the next item 
\ 

of the agenda (6.10)， which dealt with the place of regional committee meetings. 

It was clear that if the budget remained at a certain level, the reimbursement 

of travelling expenses would automatically leave less mon^y for other work» 

He was accordingly against the suggestion of reimbursement. 

In regard to the related question，he felt it wcfuld Ъе inadvisable to decide 

that certain sessions of the regional committees should be held at regional 

headquarters
e
 If the Board decided against reimbursement, it should be left 

to the regions themselves to decide ifshere the meetings should be held, and so 

"Reproduced, as Of fe Rec с ；Wld Hlth Org
0
 52, Annex 5 
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arrange that the expenditure each country had to bear would be spread as 

equitably as possible. 

Dr. ANWâR said he would like to clarify the use of the word "desirable" in a 

statement by the Regional Committee for South-East Asia, quoted in document EB13/20 

(section 2.1). The Regional Coinmittee was of the opinion • shared by previous 

speakers 一 that reimbursement should not be made at the expense of practical work 

in any of the regions concerned. He had not the iiiçjression that Member governments 

would be unwilling to pay the travelling expenses themselves. 

MR. SIEGEL, Assistant Director-Gene ral, Administration and Finance, in , 

replying to a question by Dr. ' MCLEAN, said that the reimbursement involved was 

estimated at approximately $35,000 per annum - the amount necessary to cover 

meetings of the six regional committees. 

Dr. HYDE was gratified to learn of the response from the regional committees. 

It was most heartening, since the willingness of governments to pqy such incidental 

expenditure was to some extent a measure of their interest in the meetings themselves. 

The CHAIRMAN felt that a suggestion by Professor SALEH that the Organization might 

bear half the expenditure would not solve the question of principle involved. 

In reply to a point raised by Professor JETTMR, he explained that the 

Organization paid the fare, but not the subsistance allowances, of one representative 

only to meetings of the World Health Assembly. In the present instance, on3y the 

travel expenses were under discussion, and" in any case there would be no question 

of paying for more than one representative. 



EB13/M.in/5 Rev.l 
page 14 

Some discussion followed in regard to the precise w^r in which the Board* s 

opinion should be conveyed to the World Health Assembly, reference being made to 

the recommendation which the Board had forwarded at its eleventh session (resolution 

EB11.R50,工I). 

Decisions The Board decided to transmit to the Seventh World 
Health Assembly the comments of the regional committees as set 
out in document EB13/20, and to add that the Board felt, in view 
of those comments, that its original recommendation to the Sixth 
World Health Assembly should now be withdrawn. (See resolution 
EB13,R27.) “ 

7. SESSIONS OF REGIONAL COMMITTEES AT REGIONAL HEADQUARTERS: Item 6.10 
of the Agenda (Resolutions EB11.R50 (III) and WM6.44 (ill) ； Document 
EB13/20") 

The CHAIRMAN invited observations on whether the Health Assembly should be 

asked to give some guidance to the regional committees on the question of the . 

place of the regional sessions. 

Dr. van den BERG was in favour of leaving regional committees free to 

decide the place of their meetings, their attention being simply drawn to the 

desirability of holding meetings from time to time at regional headquarters, 

Dr, TOGBA observed that circumstances differed in the various regions: in 

some, the headquarters was centrally located, but in others was much less central. 

Since it had been felt that governments should continue to bear the travel costs 

of their representatives, he agreed with Dr. van den Berg that the regional 

committees should have discretion to decide the place of meeting. 

T" — ~ 

Reproduced as 巡 • „ 马 J 挫 — 胜 ， 5 2 , Annex 5 
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Ambasœdor HURTADO thought that a constitutional proviso similar to that 

obliging "WHO to consult m t h the Secretary-General of the United Nations before 

determining the date of the Health Assembly should be applied to the. regional 

committees, who could be asked to consult with the Director-General before fixing 

the place of their session» That vrauld ensure the necessary co-ordination while 

leaving to the regions, substantially, full freedom in the matter о 

The ПГRECTOR-GENERAL said that it was clearly laid down in the Constitution 

(Article 48) that the regional committees should determine the place of meetings 

The Sixth World Health Assembly had decided to postpone consideration of the 

Board
1

s previous recommendation - that regional committees should give consideration 

to the possibility of holding sessions at regional headquarters every alternate 

year ~ so tiiat the comments of the regional committees might be obtained^» 

An analysis of answers received showed many differences of opinion from 

region to region о Perhaps the policy of the Western Pacific Region deserved 

special attention? it had reaffirmed the principle of rotation of place of 

meeting on the understanding that the additional expenses incurred by holding 

meetings атлгау from regional headquarters had to be borne by the host government
4 

In the light of all the circumstances^ the .best procedure might be to transmit 

the comments received from the regional committees to the Seventh T/Yorld Health 

Assembly, stating that the Board considered that sessions should be held at 

regional headquarters at intervals• 

The СНЛШЙШ suggested that the wording should be "at regular intervals" о 

Dr о van den EERG and Dr о TOGBA. objected to the word "regular", suggesting 

as alternatives the words ^frora time to time" or ""vdienever necessary»® 
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The CHAIRMAN accordingly withdrew his suggestion. 

Decision: The Direсtor-General's suggestion, as modified by the remarks 
of members, was adopted. (See resolution EB13.R28,) 

8. RIGHTS AND OBLIGATIONS OF ASSOCIATE MEMBERS IN REGIONAL COMMITTEES: 
Item 7.3 of the Agenda (Resolutions EB11.R26 and WHA6.38； Document EB13/41 ) 

The CHA.IRMAN, after drawing attention to the relevant documentation, asked 

« 

whether the Board was in agreement with the principle that the rights and 

obligations of Associate Members should be the same in each region. 

Dr. van den BERG noted that one regional committee, that for Europe, had 

advocated provision for divergency of practice as between regions • There were 

general arguments in favour of that view. The original adoption of the principle 

of regionalization for the conduct of the Organization
1

s work had been based on a 

recognition of the widely varying conditions existing throughout the world and a 

desire that each region should be given as much freedom as possible in order to secure 

the best results. In the matter of Associate Members, there were again wide diver-

gencies in the different regions； one had only one Associate Member, another had 

two, whereas others tad no âseociâbfô Members
1

 at'all, • 

While sharing the opinion of the Regional Committee for Europe that full voting 

rights should be given to Associate Members^ he urged that again it should be left to 

the discretion of the regional committees to decide whether to grant or withhold those 

rights• 

Dr. TOGBA agreed with the previous speaker, 

1

 Reproduced as Off . Rec, Wld. Hlth Org• 52，Annex 6 
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Ambassador HURTADO said the question was indeed much less simple than it might 

appear on the surface. Мацу Associate Members were subject to a governmental 

authority outside the region concerned. Hence, the granting of equal rights with 

the full Members might lead to the anomalous situation of one government securing 

a number of votes in a given region. That would obviously be contrary to the best 

interests of the Organization, which was composed of Member States, each having a 

single vote. The argument that the matters dealt with were non-political was 

euphemistic ； the Organization being composed of governments, juridically its 

action was the action of governments. He was therefore opposed to the granting of 

equal rights to Associate Members. 
« 

Mr. MâSON, alternate to Dr
f
 Maclean, drew attention to Article 8 of the Con-

stitution, which stated that the nature and extent of the rights and obligations of 

Associate Members should be determined by the Health Assembly. There was accordingly 

no question of delegating a decision in the matter tc the regional committees, without 

amending the Constitution. 

Mr» S IE GEL observed that Mr, Mason had raised a most inportant point • He would 

like also to recall that the Sixth Health Assembly had regarded the Board
1

s previous 

recommendation (resolution ЕВИ.В26) that Associate Members be granted the right to 

vote in regional committees (with the corollaiy that, if the recommendation was 

adopted, steps should be taken also to increase their obligations) as premature and 

had directed that comments should be invited from the regional committees on the 

advisability of any such changes (resolution WHâ6,38)• 

In the light of those facts, he suggested that the first question to be taken 

up was whether the Board now wished to make any recommendation to the Seventh ^torld 
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Health Assembly for changes in the rights and obligations of Associate Members. Should 

the Board concur in the view taken by the Sixth 1ЬгГ.Л Health iBserntly^. It- mi^rb wish merely 

to transmit the coinmentQ received from the regional committees and suggest that the 

matter should be kept under consideration. 

Professor SALEH, bearing all the facts in mind, considered it still premature to 

advocate any change s it should be left to the Seventh World Health Assembly to make 

any decision. 

ÙT, van den BERG challenged Mr
0
 Mason

1

 s deduction from the constitutional 

provision relating to the rights and obligations of Associate Members. Although 

the Health Assembly must take the decision, there was nothing to prevent it from 

deciding on a different practice for different regions ； indeed, a precedent already 

existed in the action taken by the Second World Health Assembly regarding the 

Regional Committee for the Americas. 

Mr
B
 MASON said he had merely wished to point out that, whatever was decided for 

each region, the decision lay with the World Health Assembly and could not be 

delegated to the regional committees. 

Decision; It was agreed to transmit to the Health Assembly the comments 
received from the regional committees and state that the Board did not wish to 
recommend any changes in the rights and obligations of Associate Members 
pending further study of the matter， (See resolution EB13.R29o) 

The meeting rose at 4Л5 p.m, 
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the general aims". 

Page 5, sixth line - After "including" insert "among others". 

Page 16, seventh line from bottom of page - Delete from the semi-colon to the 

end of the line, replacing by "one had only one Associate Member, another 

had two, whereas others". 

,Page IS, thirteenth line 一 After the words "to point out that" insert 

», whatever was decided for each region,“. 



UNI TED NATlOsvJS NATÍONS UNIES 

W O R L D H E A L T H 
O R G A N I Z A T I O N 

ORGANISATION MONDIALE 
DE LA SANTÉ 

EXECUTIVE ВОЛНБ E B 1 3 / K i V 5 ‘ 

14 January 1954 

Thirteenth Session 
ORIGIML: ENGLISH 

PROVISIONAL MNUTES OF THE FIFTH MEETING 

Palais des Rations, Geneva 

Thursday, 14 January 1954, at 2 p.m. 

CHAIMKN; DR. Melville KKCKENZIE 

CONTENTS 

1 . Regional Committee for the Americas : report on fifth session 

2 . Regional Committee for South-East Asia: report on sixth session 

3 . Regional Committee for Europe: report on third session 

4 . Regional Director for the Eastern Mediterranean 

5. Regional Committee for the Western Pacific： report on fourth session 

6. Travel expenses of representatives to regional committee meetings 

•7. Sessions of regional committees at regional headquarters 

tí. Rights and obligations of Associate Members in regional committees 

Note： Corrections to these provisional minutes should be submitted in writing 

to thé Chief, Records Service, Room С 213, within 48 hours of their 

distribution or as soon as possible thereafter. 



EB13/Min/5 
page 2 f 

Fifth Meeting 

Thursday, 14 January 1954, at 2 p.m. 

Present 

D r . Melville MACKENZIE, Chairman 

Professor F . HURTADO, Vice-Chairman 

D r . F.S. MACLEAN, Vice-ChaiCTian 

alternate to D r , TURBOTT 

Professor G . ALIVISATOS 

Professor 0. ANDERSEN 

D r . S . ANWAR 

D r . V . van den BERG 

D r . H,M. JETTMâR 

D r . D . SALEH 

Professor M.J. FE4REIRA 

D r . H . HÏDE, Rapporteur 

D r . L.J. KAHkWITA 

D r . P.E. MOORE 

D r . J.N. TOGBA 

D r . S, AL"WAHBI 

D r , P . VOLLENWEIDEa 

Desienating Country 

United Kingdom of Great Britain 

and Northern Ireland 

Cuba 
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Greece 

Denmark 

Indonesia 

Belgium 

Austria 

Iran 

Brazil 

United States of America 

Ceylon 

Canada 

Liberia 

Costa Rica 

Switzerland 

Representatives of the United Nations and Specialized Agencies 

United. Nations
 L

.
 G R 0 S 

Technical Assistance Board M r . P . OBEZ 
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Representatives of the United Nations and Specialized Agencies (continued) 

International Labour Organisation D r . H.A. de BOER 

Dr. ¥ , N . TAYLOR 

Observers for Mon-Govermental Organizations 

International Association of Microbiologists 

International Council of Nurses 

International Union for Child Welfare 

World Medical Association 

Professor E. GRASSET 

Miss D.C. BRIDGES 

Mrs. J.M. SMALL 

D r . J. MAYSTRE 

Secretary: D r . M.G. CANDAU 
Director-General 
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1 . REGIONAL COMMITTEE POR THE AMERICAS - R E P Œ T ON FIFTH SESSION: Item 6.2 of tiie 

Agenda (Document EB13/26) 

« 

The СНА.1МШ1 stated that he would call upon the regional directors to intro-

duce the reports of the regional committees. 

D r . lEGMAN, Chief, Division of Education and Training, Regional Office f o r the 

Americas, introduced the report in the absence of D r . Soper, the Regional Director, 

who unfortunately had been vinable to remain for the meeting. He would like to 

speak on the report first in regard to the programmes and secondly in regard to 

certain administrative and financial matters. 

It would be evident from the report that progress was being made towards achieving 

the long-range objectives of the Regional Committee and the Pan American Sanitary-

Organization. In accordance with the programme proposed at the last World Health 

Assembly, there had been three main aims, namely, to strengthen the local health 

services, to strengthen training for health services (with emphasis on developing 

local and regional educational resources), and to propose eradication programmes for 

diseases where appropriate. 

It was notable that more and more governments were asking the Organization 

for help in reorganizing local and national health services. The Regional Office 

had tried, particularly in regard to environmental sanitation and public-health 

nursing, to concentrate on the general aims recently emphasized by the Regional 

Committee. Since the Division of Education and Training had been set up in the 

summer of 1952, programmes had been developed in five main sectors - professional 

education for medicine, public health, nursing, sanitary science, and veterinary 
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public health• Public-health schools in Latin America were being helped to correlate 

and broaden their teaching programmes• In recognition of the fundamental importance 

of undergraduate medical education, and of the number of agencies - bilateral and 

multilateral, public and private - interested in this subject in Latin America, the 

Regional Office had set up a Medical Education Information Centre which had had 

broad and enthusiastic participation, including the Kellogg Foundation, the Rockefeller 

Foimdation and the Institute cf Inter-American Affairs• Substantial progress had 

already been made in co-ordinating and strengthening the efforts of the various 

groups• 

The eradicable diseases to т/vhich attention had been given included smallpox, 

considered earlier by the Executive Board. W o r k on smallpox had been going on for 

several years and attempts had been made to improve both the quantity and quality of 

available vaccines• The Regional Office had emphasized the inclusion of such work 

in basic public-health programmes, and the avoidance of sporadic or short-term 

campaigns • On yellow fever he would only say that the mere fact of having 

D r . Soper as Regional Director was an adequate guarantee that the disease was re-

ceiving close attention. In yaws, the policy of tiying to eradicate the disease 

first in one countiy and then over a whole area was being followed and was showing 

good re suits• 

The desire to emphasize international and multi-country activities had been 

illustrated by the meetings of countries with common borders - Peru, Bolivia and Chile 

in the west， and the countries of the Rio de.la Plata in the east. The work of the 
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U n i
t e d States/Mexico Border Public Health Association, a voluntary group, continued 

t 0
 receive extensive support. A n Inter-American Biostatistical Center had been 

set u p jointly m t h the United Nations and the Government of C h i l e , to facilitate 

the improvement of statistical services in the various countries in the Region and 

to train statistical personnel. 

T h e
 administrative problems of the Region were probably no d e f e r e n t from those 

of other regions. They arose particularly from budgetaiy difficulties алс! from 

resulting orders and counter-orders, requiring the repeated revision of plans and 

occasioning much dissatisfaction on the part of governments. A s regards staffing 

it had n o t been possible to fill all the positions vacant. It was hoped that the 

training facilities becoming available w o u l d provide more recruits in future. 

The СШШШ thanked D r . Wegman for presenting the report. 

gecislont The Board noted the report of the Regional Office for the Americas 

Ю — — s fifth session. 

2. REGIONAL COMMITTEE FOR SOUTH EAST ASIA. - REPORT ON SIXTH SESSION: Item 6.3 
of the Agenda (Document EB13/28) • 

D r
. Regional Director for South E a s t A s i a , wished, before speaking on 

the actual report, to refer to the w o r k of the Regional Office during the preceding 

five y e a r s . 

I t
 had been necessary to concentrate on the main problem in South E a s t A s i a , 

namely, the pool of disease represented by the various communicable diseases prevalent 

in the R e g i o n . Malaria and tuberculosis had been dealt with to the extent that 

practically every c o m t i y had at least one project in operation 他 i c h could serve as 
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the base for a full-scale attack. A n attempt was being made to combat yaws in 

Indonesia and Thailand. In that campaign and in the work on maternal and child health 

a prominent part was played by UNICEF» almost half the resoiirces had been in the 

shape of UNICEF supplies 一 sometimes to the amount of two million dollars in a year. 

Hundreds of health workers had been trained in connexion with these projects» 

Help had been given for medical schools and auxiliary training5 and training in 

nursing was making headway• Since the last session of the Regional Committee, however 

there was to be a shifting of emphasis, and more attention would now be devoted to 

environmental sanitation^ health education of the public and training - especially 

for auxiliary personnel• 

Everything, however, moved slowly in the Region• There was a gross shortage of 

trained personnel. Most of the со-un trie s were too poor to pay good salaries and offer 

good conditionsj * in other words, they were unable to afford modern public-health 

services at modern prices• Nevertheless, there was a real intensification of 

national effort• 

A further difficulty was the marked bias in favour of curative medicine; it was 

much more difficult to arouse interest in preventive measures. For example ±n most 

places it was impossible to obtain even safe drinking water. 

As the separate items of the regional programme would be considered in connexion 

with the Director-General
1

s budget> he would not go into them at the present.stage• 

However, he wished to emphasize a few points in connexion with the report of the 

Regional Committee which was before the meeting, Firstly, there was considerable 

disappointment that the World Health Organization was so subject to the vicissitudes 
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of the United Nations Technical Assistance programme. Most governments in the Region 

were pressing to have their programmes put on the regular budget, and it w a s not 

always easy to explain matters to them. The question of reimbursing the travelling 
• < ‘ 

expenses of representatives to the Regional Committee meetings was mentioned in the 

report and would, he understood, be discussed later. Section 8 of the report 

(page 6) dealt with a new matter of considerable interest, namely, a proposal that the 

Regional Office should act as a clearing house for technical assistance which countries 

within the area could supply to one another. That idea, if developed, could lead to 

something veiy useful and significant. Another subject discussed was the fact that 

the terms and conditions offered to medical and public-health workers were not 

sufficiently attractive to recruit them in sufficient numbers. It seemed advisable 

to review the whole orientation of medical training in South East Asia; a great deal 

oí it w a s at present planned as if intended for European conditions. It was hoped 

within the next year or two to organize a conference on medical education to con-

sider how far medical curricula could be revised. 

The C H A I E m N , on behalf of the Board, congratulated the Regional Committee for 

South East Asia on what it had achieved. A number of specific issues had been raised. 

The financial question wpuld be discussed when the Board was dealing with the 1954 

programme and budget. The proposal that governments within:the Region might exchange 

technical assistance was of the utmost importance. The problem of medical training 

referred to was not confined to South East Asia, and he felt the Board would welcome 

the proposal to study the matter in more detail. 

Decision; The Board noted the report of the Regional Committee for South 
East Asia on its sixth session. 
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3 . REGIONAL COMMITTEE FOR EUROPE - REPORT ON THIRD SESSION» 

Item 6.4 of the Agenda (Document EB13/27) 

The СНА1ШШГ suggested that the Board in considering document BB13/27 

should leave aside the question of the site for the Regional Office• 

D r . BBGG, Regional Director for Europe, proposed to deal only w i t h the 

matters in the report which would not be considered separately during the 

present session of the Board. At its third session the Regional Committee 

had dealt with a number of problems arising out of the international control 

of disease and w i t h some specific points under individual programmes. It 

considered the stage v/hich had been reached in Europe and emphasized the 

value of the co-operation which had been established tetv/een the Member States 

in the R e g i o n . The programme for 1955 would include the study of certain 

specific health problems and would deal with the exchange of information and 

the better provision of education and training. 

On the whole it could Ъе said that the inter-country programmes of the 

Organization were now being reflected in the health programmes of the 

individual countries in the Region. Special emphasis was laid on the 

question of training and the provision of fellowships• The Regional Committee 

had recognized that over a period of years the work of the Organization in алу 

particular field of health tended to expand, and to occupy more time and effort• 

This desirable result, however
9
 necessitated increasing caution in entering 

new fields, important as-the new activities might appear. At the Eegional 

Committee an informal discussion on educational and training programmes in 
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E u r o p e , within the framework of the broad organizational study made Ъу the 

Executive Board and the Health Assembly, provided very useful guidanoe to the' 

Regional Office. 

Tha CHAIEMAN thanked D r . Begg for his r e p o r t . 

Decisions The Board noted the report of the Regional Office for 

Europe on its third session» 

4
#
 REGIONAL DIRECTOR FOR THE EASTERN MEDITERRANEANI Item 6.7 of 

the Agenda (Resolution EB11.R6; Document EB13/9) 

The CHAIRMAN stated that the Board w a s called upon to consider the 

Director-General
1

 s recommendation to extend the appointment of D r . Shousha as 

Regional Director for the Eastern Mediterranean for a period of one year as 

from 1 'February 1954• 

D r . SALEH thought the Region w a s very fortunate in having D r . Shousha as 

Director• He had much pleasure in proposing that the Director-General•s 

recommendation be accepted. 

The CHAIRMAN and several other members of the Board also paid tribute 

to D r • Shousha. 

Decisioni The Board approved the D i r e c t o r - G e n e r a l
1

s recommendation 

to extend D r . S h o u s h a
1

s appointment for a further year and invited 

the Rapporteurs to draw up a suitable resolution^ 
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5. 5EGIÓIÍAL COMMITTEE FOB TEE WESTEEN PACIFIC - REPORT ON FOÜETH SESSION: 

Item 6.8 of the Agenda (Document EB13/29) 

Dr. F M G , Regional Director for the Western Pacific, introducing the report, said 

that at the fourth session of the Regional Committee, all Member countries of the Eegion 

bad been represented except Laos and Korea； the Director-General had been present 

throughout the session. Four half-day meetings had been devoted to health planning, 

and a seminar had Ъееп arranged Ъу the United Nations Association of Japan, at which the 

Director-General and the Eegional Director had been the principal speakers. 

He wished to draw special attention to two resolutions in the reports WP/EC紅/Е2 and 

5 - they were indicative of the desire of the countries in the area to collaborate. Two 

years previously, when the proposal to set up the Eegional Committee had been m a d e , two 

of the countries of the Eegion in particular had been sceptical about its potential 

value: they were now the Organization's most ardent supporters. 

As Eegional Director, he had made a frank statement at the session of the financial 

difficulties of the Organization. Naturally, some governments had been very disappointed 

at. the abandoning or postponing of projects in regard to which they had themselves already 

made heavy conmitments. It would be seen from resolution W P / e c V b 1 0 , however，that the 

Member 'States in the Begion had made concrete proposals for increasing and stabilizing 

available resources. He was not yet in a position to state what had Ъееп done to 

implement the resolution， but h ô had reason to believe that several States would respond 

favourably. 

The СНА1ЕМАЖ thanked Dr. Fang for his report. 

Decision: Thé Board noted the report of the Eegional Committee 

for the Western Pacific on its fourth session. 
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6 . TRAVEL'EXPENSES OF REPRESENTA.TI7ES TO REGIONAL COMMITTEE MEETINGS» 
Item 6.9 of the Agenda (Resolutions EB11.R50 (II) and TíHñ.6.44 (II)； 
Document EB13/20) 

The CHAIRMAN read out the relevant section of document EB13/20 and liiTtted 

comments. 

Dr* TOGBA. thought the comments received from the regional committees showed 

that there was fairly general agreement that it would be preferable for the 

Organization to use available funds for practical work in the field rather than 

employ part of them in reimbursing travel expenditure. That opinion was very 

strongly held in the African Region, 

îhe CHAIRMAN suggested the Board might first discuss Tirtiether it wished any 

decision it took to apply to a l l regions, in order to ensure uniformity* 

D r . van den BERG felt it inadvisable to take a decision until the itíiole 

matter had been considered and in that connexion referred to the next item 
• . • • • • , ... 

of the agenda (6.10), which dealt with the place of regional coimnittee meetings. 

It -was clear that if the budget remained at a certain level, the reimbursement 

of travelling expenses would automatically leave less money for other w o r k . 

He was accordingly against the suggestion of reimbursement. 
• . • _ • . . 

In regard to the related question, he felt it would be inadvisable to decide 

that certain sessions of the regional committees should be held at regional 

headquarters. If the Board decided against reimbursement, it 3hould be left 

to the regions themselves to decide "where the meetings should be held, and so 



EB13/Min/5 
page 13 

arrange that the expenditure each country had to bear would be spread as 

equitably as possible. 

Dr. A N M R said he would like to clarify the use of the word "desirable" in a 

statement by the Regional Committee for South-East Asia, quoted in document EB13/20 

(section 2,1), The Regional Gommittee was of the opinion - shared by previous 

speakers - that reimbursement should not be made at the expense of practical work 

in any of the regions concerned^ He had not the impression that Member Governr-

ments would be unwilling to pay the travelling expenses themselves. 

M r . SIEGEL, Assistant Dire ctor-General, Administration and Finance, in . 

replying to a question Ъу Dr。 M C L E A N , said that the reimbursement involved was 

estimated at approximately #35^000 per annum - the amount necessary to cover 

meetings of the six regional committees» 

D r . HYDE was gratified to learn of the response from the regional committees. 

It was most heartening, since the willingness of governments to pay such incidental 

expenditxire was to some extent a measure of their interest in the meetings themselves» 

The CHAIRMA.N felt that a suggestion by D r . SALEH that the Organization might 

bear half the expenditure would not solve the question of principle involved. 

In reply to a point raised by D r . JETTMA.R, he explained that the Organization 

paid the fare, but not the subsistance allowances, of one representative on3y to 
» _ « 

meetings of the World Health.Assembly. In the present instance, only the travel 

expenses were under discussion, and in any case there would be no question of 

paying for more than one representative « 
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Some discussion followed in regard to the precise way in which the Board.* s 

opinion should be conveyed to the World. Health Assembly,reference being made to 

the recommendation tdiich the Board had forwarded at its eleventh session. 
. . . ‘ . 

Decision! The. Board depided to transmit to the Seventh World 

Health Assembly the comments of the regional committees as set 

out in document EB33/20, and to add that the Board felt, in view , . 

of those comments, tiiat its original recommendation to the Sixth 

World Health Assembly should now be withdramij the Rapporteurs were 

requested to draw u p a resolution on the lines indicated® 

7 . SESSION OF REGIONAL GOIfflilTTEES A T REGIONAL H E A D Q U A R ^ S g Item 6.10 

of the Agenda (Document ЕЯВ13/20) 
• . • • 

The CHAIRMAN invited observations on whether the Health Assembly should be 

asked to give some guidance to the regional committees on the question of the 

place of the regional sessions. 

D r . van den BERG was in favour of leaving regional committees free to 

decide the place of their meetings, their attention being simply dravm to the 

desirabiliiy of holding meetings from time to time at regional headquarters. 

Dr* TOGBâ observed that circumstances differed in -ttie various regionss in 

some,the headquarters was centrally loeated, but in others m s much less central. 

Since it had been felt that governments should continue to bear the travel costs 

of their representatives, he agreed with D r . van den Berg that the regional 

committees should have discretion to decide the place of meeting» 
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Professor HURTADO thought that a constitutional proviso similar to that 

obliging "WHO to consult with the Secretary-General of the United Nations before 

determining the date of the Health Assembly, should be applied to the regional 

committees, who could be asked to consult with the Director-General before fixing 

the place of their sessioiu That would ensure the necessary co-ordination while 

leaving to the regions, substantially, full freedom in the matter
e 

The ECCRECTOR~GENEHAL said that it was clearly laid doirn in the Constitution 

(Article 48) that the regional committees should determine the place of meeting» 

The Sixth World Health Assembly had decided to postpone consideration of the ‘ 

Board's previous recommendation 一 that regionaL committees should give cohisideration 

to the possibility of holding sessions .regional headquarters every alternate 

year 一 so that the.comments of the regional committees might be obtained。 

..Ati analysis of ans-wers. -received slicwed many differences of opinion from 

•region to regions Perhaps th^..policy of the Western Pacific Region deserved 
. " • • . • ： • •. • •• * . 

. • • ‘ . , • - - '• • . 

spebiál' attention? it had reaffiriaad the principle of rotation of place of 
‘‘ ‘ ... . • Г;

 л
 ‘ . •,; 

’’ ‘ “ ‘ • • ‘ ‘ 

meeting on' the undel'standiiig tljat the additional expenses incurred ty holding 

méetdiigs атау from regional headquarters had to be borne by the host government* 

Iri the -light of all the circumstances^, the best procedure might be to transmit 

the comments received from the regional committees to the Seventh World Health 

^ • • • . ‘: . . . 

Aêsembly, stating, that the Boa^rd considered that sessions should be held at 
, ‘ ：：. 

regional headquarters at intervals о 

The CHfi.IRMâN suggested that the'Trroi-ditig should b e ' % t regular intervals". 

Dr。van den BERG and Dr о T O G M objocted to the word "regular", suggesting 

as alternatives the words "from tiir.2 to tim.e'" or %jhenever 'necessary" о ... 
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The CHAIBMAN accordingly withdrew his suggestion. 

Decision: The Rapporteurs were instructed to draw up a suitable resolution in 

accordance w i t h the Direcrbor-General ' s suggestion and the subsequent remarks of 

the members. 

8 . RIGHTS'AND OBLIGATIONS OF ASSOCIATE MEMBERS IN REGIONAL COMMITTEES: 

Item 7.3 of the Agenda (Resolutions EB11.R26 and WHA6.38J Document EBX3/41) 

The CHAIRMAN, after drawing attention to the relevant documentation, asked 

whether the Board was in agreement with the principle that the rights and obligations 

of Associate Members should be the same in each region. 

D r . van den BERG noted that one regional committee, that for Europe, had 

advocated provision for divergency of practice as between regions. There were 

general arguments in favour of that v i e w . The original adoption otf the principle 

of regionalization for the conduct of the Organisation»s work had been based oo a 

recognition of the widely varying conditions existing throughout the world and a desire 

that each region should be given as much freedom as possible in order to secure the 

best results. In the matter of Associate Members, there were again wide divergencies 

in the different regions j some had more Associate than full Members, whereas others 

had no Associate Members at all. 

While sharing the opinion of the Regional Coirmittee for Europe that full Toting 

rights should b e given to Associate Members, he urged that again it should be left 

to the discretion of the regional committees to decide whether to grant or withold 

those rights. 

D r , TOCSA agreed with the previous speaker. 
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Profe s soi- HURTADO said the question was indeed much less single than it might 

appear on the surface. Mar^r Associate Members were subject to a governmental 

authority outside the region concerned. Hence, the granting of equal rights with 

the full Members might lead to the anomalous situation of one government securing 

a number of votes in a given region. That would obviously be contrary to the 

best interests of the Organization, which was composed of Member States, each 

having a single v«te. The argument that the matters dealt with were non-political 

was euphemistic； the Organization being composed of governments, Juridically its 

action was the action of governments. He was therefore opposed to the granting of 

equal rights to Associate Members. 

M r . MASON drew attention to Article 8 of the Constitution, which stated that 

the nature and extent of the rights and obligations of Associate Members should be 

determined b y the Health Assembly. There was accordingly no question of delegating 

a decision in the matter to the regional committees, without amending the Constitution, 

M r . SIEGEL observed that M r . Mason had raised a most important point. He would 

like also to recall that the Sixth Health Assembly had regarded the Board's previous 

recommendation (resolution EB11.R26) that Associate Members be granted the right to 

vote in regional ccmmittees (with the corollary that, if the recommendation w a s 

adopted, steps should be taken also to increase their obligations) as premature and 

had directed that.comments should be invited from the regional committees on the 

advisability of any such changes. (resolution WHA6.38). 

In the light of those facts, he suggested that the first question to be 

taken up w a s whether the Board now то. shed to make any recommendation to the 

Seventh World Health Assembly for changes in the rights and obligations of 
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Associate Members. ' ''Should the Board concur in the view taken by the Sixth Health 

Assembly, it might-vish merely to transmit the comments received from the regional 

comnittees；and suggest that the matter should be kept under consideration. 

D r . SALEH, bearing all the facte in mind, considered it still premature to 

advocate any change : it should Ъе left to the Seventh World Health Assembly to « - , • 

make any decision, 

i . 

D r . van den BERG challenged M r . Mason's deduction from the constitutional 

provision relating to the rights and obligations of Associate Members. Although 

the Health Assembly must take the decision, there was nothing to prevent it from . 

deciding on a different practice for different regions； indeed, a precedent . 

already existed in the action taken by the Second World Health Assembly regarding 

the Regional Committee for the,Americe.s..: 

M r . MASON»said he liad merely wished to point out that the decision lay witH 

the World Health Assembly and could not Ъе delegated to the regional committees. 

Decision：' : ïhe Eapporteurs were instructed to prepare a suitable resolution, 

transmitting to the Health Assembly the comments received from the regional 

committees, and stating that the Board did not wish to recommend any changes 

in the rights and obligations of Associate Members, pending further study 

of the matter.. 

The meeting rose at P.m. 


