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The Fédération Dentaire Internationale (FDI) is affiliated to WHO as a Non-

Governmental Organization. One of the Federation's main objects is to promote the 

highest standards of oral health in every country and to collaborate for this 

purpose with national associations• The membership of the Federation consists of 

national dental associations representing the dental profession of forty-one 

separate countries throughout the world. 

For many years the FDI has Ьзеп concerned with the si"read of dental disease^ 

which has increased pari passu with the advancement of civilization throughout the 

world, in so far as this has resulted in radical changes in the basic diet and 

cietary habits of the people. Whereas the hard, uncooked food of" the uncivilized 

races engendered strong teeth and healthy supporting structures
;
 the soft, ccoked, 

carbohydrate food, which is now being consumed throughout the world, has proved to 

D3 directly related to an enormously increased incidence of dental decaj and gum 

disease. 

To—day dental disease is the most widespread ailment menacing the health and 

well-being of mankind， and causes illness^ pain, disfigurement and loss of man hours. 

It is obvious that steps should be taken to comoat this disease， the treatment 

of which at the present time suffers as a result of the apathy, ignorance and 

neglect, which are prevalent throughout the greater part of the world. In April 

1953 the FDI submitted to WHO suggestions for a dental programme, which it was 

hoped would receive the support of the nations of the world. This hope was realized 

by the adoption of the following resolution b y the Sixth World Health Assemblj: 
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"The Sixth World Health Assorably 

Considering that the Fourth World Health Assembly recommended that the 
Director-General study the possibility of setting up a programme in Dentistry； 

Considering that the exploration of this particular field has gone 
forward for several years, 

1 , RECOMI'^ENDS that the Director-General include provision for a programme 

in Dentistry in his programme and budget for 1955 as far as financial 

possibilities will allow； and 

2. THANKS the International Dental Federation for their continued co-
operation." 

The FDI desires to re-affirm the four points set down ill the dental programme 

submitted to WHO, and respectfully suggests certain methods by which it is of the 

opinion that this programme may be implemented. 

1. Oral Hygiene 

An investigation into the best ways of applying recent findings of dental 

research on the problem of dental disease with a view tc fostering a healthy and caries-

free mouth by preventive measures. 

Preventive measures such as the fluoridation of public water supplies, and the 

topical application of certain drugs shown to be beneficial in the inhibition of 

dental caries, are already in operation in some countries, notably in the United States. 

The urgent necessity of educating the peoples of the world in the correct 

principles of oral hygiene in its broadest aspect, i.e, correct diet, correct cleansing 

of teeth, etco 

2 . Manpower 

The urgent need for additional manpower in (1) dental research, (2) dental health 

education, (3) dental practice, with a view to lessening the impact of dental disease 

on the masses which leads to ill-health and loss of working hours, and which at the 

present time is inflicting a gravo economic problem, upen all tho nations of the world. 
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3, Dental Care for Children 

In view of the universal neglect of the teeth in varying proportions amongst the 

adult population, the problem of dental disease should be studied a priori in relation 

to the children to ensure that the succeeding generations are not handicapped with 

similar conditions. 

4 . Dental Officer 

The appointment of a permanent Dental Officer on the establishment of the World 

Health Organization who can take steps to implement a dental health programme in 

consultation with the Fédération Dentaire Internationale. 


