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The Director-General has the honour to subnit to members of the Executive 

Board the text of a letter he has received from the Government of the Federal 

Republic of Germany, containing the observations presented by this Government 

concerning the resolution of the Regional Committee for Europe on the permanent 

site of the Regional Office for Europe.
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FOREIGN OFFICE 

021-07 E II 15186/53 Bonn, 29 November 1953 

Dr. Candau 
Director-General 
WHO 

Geneva 

re: Permanent Site of the European Office of the 
—World Health Organization

 :

~ 

Sir, 

Ths important question of the permanent site for ths Regional Office for Europe 

has been intensively examined for a long time and formed the subject of a special 

discussion with the Regional Director, which took place in October 1952 at the request 

of the Regional Committee for Europe during its second session. 

At the third, session of the Regional Committee a year later, an exhaustive 

study was submitted on the technical, administrative and financial factors involved 

in the choice of one of the four places which had been proposed, namely Copenhagen, 

Nice, Frankfurt and The Hague, for the site of the European Office. During the 

-meeting of the Regional Committee, the Swiss delegate proposed a fifth alternative, 

namely, Geneva. However, this proposal had not been previously examined. 

At first, the Regional Committee decided by a clear majority to rscommend that 

the Regional Office should be established separately from the Headquarters of WHO. 

Subsequently^ after a series of ballots with an even number of votes, Geneva was 

recommended by a narrow majority as the permanent site of the Regional Office for 

Europe » 

The Federal Government is of the opinion that it would be advantageous for the 

future development of activities in Europe if the Regional Committee for Europe had 

an opportunity to reconsider the second part of its recommendation. In this connexion, 

the Federal Government wishes to draw the attention of the Executive Board to two 

important points: 
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1. Decentralization 

The recommendation of the Regional Committee does not appear to be in 

agreement with the policy of decentralization adopted by WHO. The value of 

this policy was recognized in the first recommendation of the Committee; 

nevertheless, separation from Headquarters involving merely another office in 

the same city would take little advantage of this favourable opportunity for 

the Regional Organization to develop its activities in accordance with the 

special requirements of the European Region. 

2. Financial consequences 

As stressed above, these consequences as concerns Geneva, were not studied 

in detail by the Regional Committee. Prom the details given by the Swiss 

delegate it is clear that the Organization would have to pay rent for the 

accommodation of the Office^ whereas this was not contemplated in the other 

four proposals. Furthermore, there is the important question of the other 

running costs, which are affected by the cost of living and other factors. 

Comparative data in this connexion were not taken into consideration by the 

Regional Committee. From the information which was available, it can be 

deduced that a decision to establish the European Office in Geneva would save 

the initial installation costs or some of them, but that this advantage 

would rapidly be counterbalanced by higher annual running costs. 

In view of these considerations the Federal Government deems it urgently 

necessary to recommend that, before taking any final decision, the Executive Board 

should invite the Regional Committee for Europe to reconsider its recommendation 

concerning the permanent site of the Regional Office in an early session. 

工 have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Yours, etc. 

(signed) for the Minister 


