
4 REPORT OF THE REGIONAL COMMITTEE 

PART I 

RESOLUTIONS 

The following fourteen resolutions were adopted by the Regional Committee 
(The referencestothe "Handbook" are to the Handbook of Resozutions and 
Decisions of the  WHO Regional Cami t tee  for South-East Asia, seventeenth 
edition, 1948-1975, and its supplement): 

SFA/RC33/Rl NOMINATION OF THE REGIONAL DIRECTOR 
FOR SOUTH-EAST ASIA 

The Regional Committee, 

Considering Article 52 of the Constitution, and 

In accordance with Rule 49 of its Rules of Procedure, 

I. NOMINATES Dr U KO KO as Regional Director for South-East Asia, and 

2. REQUESTS the Director-General to propose to the Executive Board the 
appointment of Dr U KO KO for a period of five years from 1 March 1981. 
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SEAIRC33/R2 REGIONAL DIRECTOR EMERITUS - 
DR V.T. HERAT GUNARATNE 

The Regional Committee, 

Noting that Dr V.T. Herat Gunaratne will be relinquishing his office on 
28 February 1981 after serving this region as Regional Director for 
thirteen years, 

Recognizing that the significant contributions made by him to inter- 
national health work in this region and especially in the formulation 
and promotion of the Charter for Health Development for the countries 
of this region, deserve recognition on the part of the World Health 
Organization and the Member States of the South-East Asia Region, 

1. PLACES on record its deep appreciation of Dr Gunaratne's qualities 
of leadership and outstanding services to the Member States in this 
region, and 

2. DECLARES Dr V.T. Herat Gunaratne Regional Director Emeritus of the 
World Health Organization. 
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SEA/RC33/R3 THIRTY-SECOND ANNUAL REPORT OF THE REGIONAL 
DIRECTOR 

The Regional Committee, 

Having reviewed the Regional Director's Annual Report, which fully 
reflects the activities of WHO in the South-East Asia Region during the 
period 1 July 1979 - 30 June 1980 (document SEA/RC33/2 and Corr.l), 
1. NOTES with satisfaction the sustained efforts made and the initia- 
tives taken for the attainment of the goal of health for all by the year 
2000, and 

2. PLACES on record its deep appreciation of the work accomplished by 
the Regional Director and his staff in providing technical cooperation 
to the Member States during the period under review. 
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SEA/RC33/R4 FORMULATION OF STRATEGIES FOR HEALTH FOR ALL BY 
THE YEAR 2000 

The Regional Committee, 

Reaffirming World Health Assembly resolutions WHA30.43, WHA32.24 and 
WHA32.30 and its own resolution SEA/RC32/Rl, which clearly underline the 
determination of the Member States to attain the cherished goal of health 
for all their people by the year 2000, 

Taking into account the fact that the principles of primary health care 
contained in the Alma Ata Declaration have increasingly led to national 
prograrmMs with the primary health care approach, 

Noting with satisfaction the intensive preparatory activities at the 
national and regional level for formulating national and regional 
strategies, 

Having carefully considered document SEA/RC33/19 on Regional Strategies 
for Health for All by the Year 2000, and 

Appreciating the initiative taken by the Regional Director in this 
regard, 

1. URGES Member States 

(i) to develop a plan of action in accordance with the 
formulated national and regional strategies for health 
for all by the year 2000 and commit themselves fully 
to its implementation; 

(ii) to take individual and collective steps to update the 
national and regional strategies annually, and 
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(iii) to set up mechanisms at the national level to monitor 
and evaluate the implementation of the strategies, and 

2. REQUESTS the Regional Director 

(i) to assist Member States in updating the national 
strategies as well as in the monitoring and evaluation 
of their implementation; 

(ii) to evolve an overall regional strategic plan; 

(iii) to ensure the updating, monitoring and evaluation of 
the regional strategies, and 

(iv) to take necessary steps to reorient WHO'S technical 
cooperation programme with Member States in consonance 
with the national and regional strategies to achieve 
the goal of health for all by the year 2000. 
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SEA/RC33/R5 STUDY OF WHO'S STRUCTURE IN THE LIGHT OF ITS 
FUNCTIONS 

The Regional Committee, 

Recalling World Health Assembly resolution WHA31.27, on the basis of 
which the Director-General initiated a study of WHO'S structures in the 
light of its functions with a view to ensuring that activities at all 
levels promote integrated action, and resolution SEA/RC32/R7 endorsing 
a study colducted in this region by a Sub-committee appointed by the 
Regional Committee at its thirty-first session, 

Noting that the Thirty-third World Health Assembly, having considered 
a comprehensive report by the Director-General including the South-East 
Asia Regional Study as well as others, recommended a series of actions 
detailed in its resolution WHA33.17, 

Appreciating the fact that such actions need to be urgently implemented 
for attaining the goal of health for all by the year 2000, and 

Having considered a detailed Plan of Action prepared by the Director- 
General in this regard as well as a document (DGO 80.3) outlining the 
concept of technical cooperation, 

1. ENDORSES the Plan of Action proposed for implementing the recomen- 
dations contained in resolution WHA33.17, 

2. AGREES with the concepts of technical cooperation as contained in 
document DGO 80.3, 



REPORT OF THE REGIONAL COMMITTEE 7 

3. URGES Member States 

(i) to initiate actions on the recommendations in operative 
paragraph 2 of resolution WHA33.17, especially that 
relating to strengthening of the role of ministries of 
health at the national levels; 

(ii) to strengthen the role of the Regional Committee in the 
light of the new tasks devolving on it for the attain- 
ment of the goals of health for all by the year 2000; 

(iii) to ensure representation at the highest level from the 
Ministry of Health, preferably the Minister of Health, 
at the Regional Committee, and 

4. REQUESTS the Regional Director 

(i) to initiate necessary actions to carry out studies to 
bring about the restructuring and reorientation of the 
Organization at the regional level in the light of the 
guidelines contained in the Plan of Action; 

(ii) to strengthen the functioning of the Organization at 
the country level, and 

(iii) to takesteps to redesignate the WHO programme coordinators 
as WHO representatives. 
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SEA/RC33/R6 PERIODICITY OF THE WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY 

The Regional Committee, 

Having considered document SEA/RC33/15 on the "Study of WHO'S structures 
in the light of its functions", 

Taking into consideration the plan of action for implementing the 
recommendations of the study proposed in document DG0130.4, 

Keeping in mind the Health Assembly resolution WHA33.19 on the periodi- 
city of Health Assemblies, 

Recognizing the importance of, and advantages resulting from, holding 
the Health Assembly annually in the context of the development, imple- 
mentation and evaluation of strategies for the attainment of goals of 
health for all by the year 2000, 

Realizing that with some streamlining of the procedures, the effective- 
ness of the Assembly could be maximized, 

1. AGREES unanimously that the World Health Assembly should continue to 
meet annually, and 
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2 .  REQUESTS the Regional Director to bring this decision to the atten- 
tion of the World Health Assembly through appropriate channels. 
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SEA/RC33/R7 REIMBURSEMENT OF TRAVEL COSTS OF REPRESENTATIVES 
TO REGIONAL COMMITTEES 

The Regional Committee, 

Having considered the proposal for financing the travel costs of 
representatives to Regional Committees, 

Taking into account the views expressed by the members of the Executive 
Board at its sixty-fifth session in January 1980 (resolution EB65.R2), 
and 

Recognizing the importance for all Member States of the Region to be 
involved in the deliberations of the Regional Committee, 

RECOMMENDS to the Executive Board, and through it to the World Health 
Assembly, to authorize financing the cost of travel by economy class and 
daily subsistence allowance of one representative from each Member State 
of the South-East Asia Region to attend sessions of the Regional 
Committee every year. 
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SEA/RC33/R8 REAL ESTPXE FUND 

The Regional Committee, 

Noting the report of the Regional Director (document SEA/RC33/14) 
concerning the additional accommodation required to be financed from the 
Real Estate Fund, 

Recognizing that it is necessary for the Regional Office to undertake an 
extension to its existing building, 

1. ENDORSES the proposal for the construction of an extension and the 
installation of a new air-conditioning plant and an electric sub-station, 
and 

2 .  REQUESTS the Regional Director to transmit the proposal to the 
Director-generalfor inclusion in his report on the short-term and long- 
term accommodation requirements of the Organization, to be submitted to 
the sixty-seventh session of the Executive Board for obtaining an autho- 
rization for this undertaking from the Thirty-fourth World Health 
Assembly. 
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SEA/RC33/R9 SAFE WATER AND SANITATION FOR ALL BY 1990 

The Regional Committee, 

Having considered the Report of the Regional Director on the "Prepara- 
tory Activities for the International Drinking Water Supply and Sanita- 
tion Decade" (document SEA/RC33/9) , 

Being aware of the role of the Organization and the substantial support 
provided by UN, bilateral and other agencies in promoting the provision 
of safe water and sanitation during the Second United Nations Develop- 
ment Decade and keeping in mind the adoption of the Mar Del Plata Action 
Plan for attaining the goal of clean water and sanitation for all by 
1990 during the International Drinking Water Supply and Sanitation 
Decade (1981-1990), 

Bearing in mind the constraints of manpower, materials and finance faced 
by Member States in attaining the Decade goals, and 

Taking note of the importance of safe water and sanitation for the 
attairrment of the goal of health for all by the year 2000, 

1. RECORDS with appreciation the support provided by WHO to the 
programmes of Member States; 

2 .  URGES governments of the Region to: 

(i) make a declaration of, and couunitment to, the national 
goals for the International Drinking Water Supply and 
Sanitation Decade at the highest decision-making level, 
prior to the official launching of the Decade at the 
special session of the United Nations General Assembly 
on 10 November 1980; 

(ii) prepare, in addition to their annual and five-year plans, 
a prospective program-plan document for water supply 
and sanitation for IDWSSD, to provide the framework for 
national plan allocations and to attract external invest- 
ments; 

(iii) accord, in their Decade programme plans, priority to 
those populations deprived of the basic amenities of safe 
water and sanitation, and to involve them actively in the 
planning, implementation and management of these programmes 
as an integral part of primary health care, and 

(iv) identify and formulate priority projects within the 
programme-plan for the Decade, to attract investment, 
and 

3 .  REQUESTS the Regional Director to: 

(i) augment WHO'S inputs towards the development and implemen- 
tation of Decade programs for water and sanitation; 
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(ii) collaborate closely with other orgaaizatibns involved bh 
the sector and provide sustained shpport to UNDP in its 
role of promoting the development of water supply and 
sanitation as part of overall socio-ecanomic development, 
and 

(iii) promote the mobilization of external adsistance from 
multilateral and bilateral agencies and indtitutioas far 
the prograrmnes and projectsof Member States of the Region 
for the Decade. 

Handbook 1.4.5. Sixth Meetitrg* 6 September 1980 
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SEA/RC33/R10 PROPOSED REGIONAL PROGRAMME BUDGET FOR 1982-1983 

The Regional Committee, 

Having considered the proposed programme budget for 1982-1983 (document 
SEA/RC33/3 and Rev.1) and the report of the Sub-comaittee on  program^ 
Budget (document SEA/RC~~/~~)~, 

Recognizing that WHO'S programme provides support to Member Stated to 
enable them to achieve health for all by the year 2000, 

1. APPROVES the report of the Sub-Committee on Programme Budget) 

2. NOTES the proposed regional prograrnne budget for 1982-1983; 

3. REQUESTS the Regional Director to transmit the proposals to the 
Director-General for inclusion in his proposed programme budget for 
1982-1983, and further 

4 .  REQUESTS the Regional Director to establish a small committee tot 

(i) Review existing terms of reference of the Sub-Committee 
on programme budget and fraple revised terms which are 
harmonious and relevant to present and future budgetary 
concerns; 

(ii) Review existing guidelines and criteria for the tstab- 
lishment of inter-country projects and to recommend a 
revised framework, and 

(iii) Analyse all regular and extra-budgetary programme 
proposals including the detailed proposals for 1982-1983, 
prior to each session of the Regional Cormhittee and 
present its findings to the Regiondl Director. 

Handbook 3.3 Sidth Meeting, 6 September 1980 
SEA/RC33/Min. 6 

l~e~roduced as Annex 3 to this document. 
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SEA/RC33/Rll UNDP REGIONAL PROGRAMME FOR 1982-1986 

The Regional Committee, 

Having considered the proposals for submission to UNDP (SEA/RC33/PB/WP2) 
for inclusion in the Regional Programme of Technical Cooperation for 
Asia and the Pacific covering the period 1982-1986 representing the UNDP 
third programming cycle and the report of the Sub-committee on Programme 
Budget (document SEA/RC~~/~S)~, 

Noting that these proposals will enhance technical cooperation among 
developing countries and are intended to solve the main problems of a 
regional nature arising out of the development situation in the Region, 

Emphasizing that the proposals flow as a natural corollary to the 
national and regional strategies for attaining the goal of health for 
all by the year 2000 with primary health care as the key approach, 
endorsed by the Regional Committee in its resolution (SEA/RC32/Rl). 

1. ENDORSES the proposals in principle; 

2. URGES Member States that their national coordinating authorities 
support these proposals when formulated, at the appropriate fora, and 

3. REQUESTS the Regional Director to forward these proposals to UNDP 
and take such further action as may be necessary. 
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SEA/RC33/R12 TIME AND PLACE OF THIRTY-FOURTH AND THIRTY-FIFTH 
SESSIONS OF THE REGIONAL COMMITTEE 

The Regional Committee 

1. THANKS the Governments of Indonesia and Bangladesh for their 
invitation to hold the thirty-fourth and thirty-fifth sessions of the 
Regional Committee respectively in their countries, and 

2. DECIDES to hold its thirty-fourth session in lndonesia in August1 
September 1981 and the thirty-fifth session in Bangladesh in 1982. 

Handbook 4.2.2 Sixth Meeting, 6 September 1980 
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SEAlRC331R13 SELECTION OF TOPIC FOR THE TECHNICAL DISCUSSIONS 

The Regional Committee, 

Taking note of the World Health Assembly Resolution WHA33.17 urging Member 
States to review the roles of ministries of health, and to highlight the 
vital importance of inter-sectoral collaboration at the country level, 

I ~ 
I 'see Annex 3 
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1. DECIDES to hold technical discussions during its thirty-fourth 
session in 1981 on the subject of "The role of ministries of health as 
directing and coordinating authorities on national health work"; 

2.  REQUESTS the Regional Director to take appropriate steps to arrange 
for these discussions and to place this item on the agenda of the thirty- 
fourth session of the Regional Committee, and 

3. URGES governments of the Region to include suitable representation 
in their delegations to the thirty-fourth session. 
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SEA/RC33/R14 RESOLUTION OF THANKS 

The Regional Committee 

1. WISHES to convey its sincere thanks and gratitude to the people and 
the Government of the Republic of Maldives, and especially to the Ministry 
of Health for their warm welcome and the generous hospitality extended to 
all participants and the members of the WHO sectetariat, as well 8s for 
the excellent arrangements made for the session; 

2. EXPRESSES its sincere thanks to the Regional Director, Dr V.T.H. 
Gunaratne, for his effective contribution, and to all members of his staff 
for their painstaking efforts towards the succes4 of the session, and 

3. PLACES on record its deep appreciation to the Director-General, 
Dr Halfdan Mahler, for his presence and participation which greatly 
enriched its deliberations. 
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