
W O R L D  H E A L T H  

ORGANIZATION 

REGIONAL COMMITTEE 

T h i r t y - t h i r d  Sess ion  

P r o v i s i o n a l  Agenda item 1 6  

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR 

SOUTH - EAST ASIA 

SEA/RC33/10 

2 7  June 1980 

PROGRESS REPORT ON THE PREPARATION OF THE 
SEVENTH GENERAL PROGRAMME OF WORK 



CONTENTS 

1 INTRODUCTION 

2 RpNIEW OF PROGRESS 

3 SIGNIFICANT ISSUES FURTHER CLARIFIED 

4 SCKEDULE OF PREPARATION 

5 PROPOSED ACTION 

Annex Seventh General Programne of Work - Clari f icat ion  of i s sues  
and draft proposals (DG0180.2) 



1 INTRODUCTION 

The Constitution of the World Health Organization requires the 
Executive Board to submit to the World Health Assembly for considera- 
tion and approval a general programme of work covering a specific 
period. The General Programme of Work, with its objective, approaches 
and targets, is further amplified into a programme of WllO's h70rk 
which, in turn, provides the basis for preparing the bimni.11 progr,;mnnle 
budgets showing the specific activities of WHO collabor;iti..>n. 

The Seventh General Programme of Work, which will cover the period 
1984-1989, is being formulated in the wake of historical international 
developments such as (1) the adoption by the World Health Assembly of 
the goal of health for all by the year 2000 (WHA30.43), (2) the 
universal agreement to formulate strategies for achieving the goal of 
health for all first and foremost by countries, (3) the acceptance of 
primary hea1t.h care as the key approach in the Alma Ata Declaration 
of 1978, (4) the New International Economic Order, and (5) the emerging 
International Development Strategy. Therefore, covering the specific 
period 1984-1989, it will have to reflect a significant orientation of 
programmes to the central objective of health for all by the year 2000. 

2 REVIEW OF PROGRESS 

It will be recalled that the Regional Committee, at its thirty-second 
session in September 1979, considered the proposed outline of the 
Seventh General Programme of Work as a preliminary proposal of its 
possible contents, structure and methods of preparation. The Committee 
also agreed that continuous and close consultations will be maintained 
with Member countries during its formulation so that their identified 
needs in relation to their health development efforts are adequately 
reflected. 

The Regional Committee also noted the tentative timetable for the prepara- 
tion of the Seventh General Programme of Work and the subsequent role 
to be played by it in reviewing and approving the regional contribution, 
including the programme contents,at its subsequent sessions in 1980 
and 1981. However, as the guidelines for the preparation of the 
Seventh General Programme of Work will now be provided after the 
Programme Committee of the Executive Board in November 1980, the 
discussion at the thirty-third session of the Regional Committee will 
be concerned mainly with the views of the Member States with regard 
to the nature, method of preparation and programme structure of the 
Seventh General Programme of Work. 

The Programme Committee of the Executive Board, at its meeting in 
November 1979, considered the proposed outline of the Seventh General 
Programme of Work and the comments by the regional committees on it. 
The Committee acknowledged the proposed structure of the Seventh 
General Programme of Work grouping programmes into three broad 
categories, viz., health systems programmes, health technology prog- 
rammes, and promotional and support programmes, as a feasible framework 
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and compatible with the concept and practice of unified and integrated 
health systems development. It desired that the inter-relationship of 
the elements of the structure and the continuicy with those already 
existing in the Sixth General Programme of Work should be further 
elaborated. 

In January 1980, the Programme Committee met again to review the inter- 
relationship and raised a number of critical issues pertaining to the 
principles, approaches, structure and manner of presentation of the 
Seventh General Programme of Work which required consideration by Member 
States. 

The Executive Board, at its sixty-fifth session, reviewed the reports 
of the Programme Committee and agreed that a summary of issues raised 
by it along with its earlier deliberations should be sent to the Member 
States to obtain their considered views individually as well as 
collectively in the Regional Committee. The Executive Board requested 
its Programme Committee to continue its work on further development of 
the proposals for the Seventh General Programme of Work and submit an 
agreed outline for its consideration at the sixty-seventh session of 
the Executive Board in January 1981. 

3 SIGNIFICANT ISSUES FURTHER CLARIFIED 

Several of the issues that were raised by the Programme Committee have 
been further clarified along with a proposal for programme structure, 
with illustrations of possible interactions, in a document (DG0180.2) 
"Clarification of issues and draft proposals" prepared by the Director- 
General (Annex). Some of these are highlighted below: 

(a) The tentative programme structure grouping all programmes into 
three main categories eliminates the tendency to verticalization 
and promotes integration and convergence towards a unified health 
systems approach. 

(b) The proposed classification of programmes is compatible with the 
national strategies formulated for health for all by the year 
2000 which aim at developing comprehensive health systems based 
on primary health care using appropriate technology and community 
involvement. 

(c) The contents of the programme as suggested ensure the possibility 
of interaction between health systems programmes and other 
supportive programmes, and between limbs of the same programme. 
Illustrations have been given in the document under reference 
(Annex) . 

(d) The nature of WHO'S collaboration with Member countries is 
centred round the twin approach of coordination of international 
health work particularly assuring valid information with respect 
to all programmes, and technical cooperation with countries 
individually and collectively. 
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4 SCHEDULE OF PREPARATION 

Member States have had the opportunity of considering the proposed 
outline of the Seventh General Programme of Work and the clarifications 
provided so far in various documents,including the one mentioned above, 
(Annex) when these were made available to them soliciting their views 
on the proposed nature and method of the structure and the preparation 
of the Seventh General Programme of Work. 

The views of the Member States, individually and collectively, expressed 
at the thirty-third session of the Regional Committee, will be of 
assistance to the Programme Committee of the Executive Board,which will 
meet in November 1980 to formulate final recommendations on the outline 
of the Seventh General Programme of Work for the sixty-seventh session 
of the Executive Board in January 1981. After the adoption of the out- 
line and general guidelines by the World Health Assembly in May 1981, 
the Regional Office will undertake the drafting of the material for 
the regional contribution in close consultation with the Member States 
and submit the draft regional contribution to the thirty-fourth session 
of the Regional Committee in September 1981. 

5 PROPOSED ACTION 

At the thirty-third session of the Regional Committee, Member States 
may wish to offer views on the nature, structure and presentation of 
the Seventh General Programme of Work, and also provide guidance on 
the method of proceeding with the preparation of the regional contribu- 
tion, taking into account their strategies for the attainment of the 
goal of health for all by the year 2000. 


