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South-East Asia Regional Health Emergency Fund (SEA/RC60/R7) 

Countries in the South-East Asia Region are vulnerable to different types of hazards such as 

annual monsoons, flooding, landslides, earthquakes, tsunamis, conflicts and devastating 

fires. The magnitude of disasters and their effects have a considerable impact on the 

morbidity and mortality in the Region, where approximately 25% of the world’s population 

resides. Deaths in Member States of the Region accounted for 37% (426 152 persons) of the 

global total mortality from natural disasters in 2003–2012.  

Health action in emergencies is a crucial area of WHO’s support to countries. It is 

within this context that the Emergency and Humanitarian Action (EHA) programme in the 

South-East Asia Region has been conceptualized. The programme and its focal points in all 

WHO country offices work with national governments as well as development partners to 

reduce casualties and damages. The EHA programme has four areas of work – risk 

reduction, preparedness and response, information management and research, and capacity 

development. 

In order for Member States to provide a timely response to disasters and crises, the 

South-East Asia Regional Health Emergency Fund (SEARHEF) was established in 2008. The 

Fund is meant to conduct emergency field operations from the first week of an emergency 

till the following three months, covering the early recovery phase. Funds are released within 

24 hours of receiving a request for assistance from a WHO country office and used to 

support relief work by the ministries of health. Since its inception, SEARHEF has provided 

financial support to 24 disasters in eight Member States of the WHO South-East Asia 

Region. 

The High-Level Preparatory (HLP) Meeting held in the Regional Office in New Delhi, 

India, from 14 to 17 July 2014 reviewed the attached working paper and made the 

following recommendations: 

Action by Member States 

(1) Member States should participate actively in the SEARHEF working group meetings.  

(2) The needs of SEARHEF should be supported through advocacy and resource 

mobilization.  



Action by the WHO Regional Office 

(1) A meeting of the SEARHEF Working Group should be organized prior to the Sixty-

seventh Session of the Regional Committee.  

(2) Advocacy materials should be further disseminated by the Regional Office.  

The working paper and the HLP recommendations are submitted to the Sixty-seventh 

Session of the Regional Committee for its consideration. 
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Introduction 

1. The Sixtieth Session of the Regional Committee held in September 2007 adopted 

resolution SEA/RC/60/R7, which was instrumental in establishing the South-East Asia Regional 

Health Emergency Fund (SEARHEF). It became available for use from January 2008, coinciding 

with the beginning of the new biennium.  

2. A regional consultation meeting was held in Bangkok, Thailand in June 2007 to discuss and 

finalize the principles, policies and guidelines for managing the Fund. The first meeting of the 

working group for governance of the Fund was held in July 2008 at New Delhi, India. The 

SEARHEF Working Group comprised one representative from each of the 11 Member States to 

provide oversight and guidance on managing the Fund. 

3. The Fund is designed to provide financial support for the first three months following a 

disaster in a Member State, in order to meet immediate and urgent health needs, support 

emergency field operations and fill in critical gaps.  

4. Since its inception, the Fund has allowed for an immediate and flexible response to 24 

disasters in eight Member States of the Region. The first disaster supported by the Fund was 

Cyclone Nargis in Myanmar in 2008 and the last was the eruption of Mt Sinabung volcano in 

Indonesia in 2014.  

5. The Fund is a pool of US$ 1 million per biennium, contributed by Member States. It also 

has a window to receive funds from donors. A total amount of US$ 350 000 can be released in 

two tranches. The funds can be released within 72 hours of receiving a request from a Member 

State and SEARHEF has set a record as “the fastest emergency fund to be released among all UN 

agencies”. 

6. At the first meeting of the Working Group in 2008, issues concerning the transfer and 

replenishment of funds were revised. Based on the request of the Working Group, the 

Emergency and Humanitarian Action department (EHA) of the South-East Asia Region has tried 

to find ways to move the funds to a voluntary contribution (VC) component so that the balance 

at the end of the biennium could be transferred to the next biennium. A concrete decision on 

this is still awaited.  

7. The second meeting of the SEARHEF Working Group was organized in 2012 to follow up 

on the outputs of the first meeting, share experiences learned during the past four years and, if 

needed, modify the SEARHEF supporting documents. This meeting resolved to continue with the 

current polices and use the Fund for launching rapid responses. Taking into account the 

challenging global financial situation, members of the SEARHEF Working Group were requested 

to assist in finding new contributors to the Fund from countries, partners and donor 

communities. The Working Group recommended raising the VC component of the Fund and a 

draft fund-raising and resource mobilization package has been developed which will be 

presented at the third meeting of the Working Group planned in 2014.  
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8. The table below gives a list of the disasters supported by SEARHEF from January 2012 till 

June 2014, and the names of the Member States in which they occurred. 

Emergencies supported by WHO through SEARHEF (2008 onwards) 

No Emergency 

Period SEARHEF 

Allocation in 

US $ 
Month Year 

1 Cyclone Nargis in Myanmar May 2008 350 000 

2 Flash floods in Sri Lanka Jun 2008 23 299 

3 Kosi river floods (In two tranches), Nepal Sep 2008 325,000 

4 Emergency health interventions for internally-displaced 

populations (IDPs) in conflict-affected areas in northern 

Sri Lanka (in two tranches). 

Sep 2008 350,000 

5 Earthquake in North Sumatra province, Indonesia (in two 

tranches) 

Oct 2009 300,000 

6 Emergency health interventions for relocated IDPs affected by 

conflict in Sri Lanka  

Jan 2010 175 000 

7 Fire in Dhaka, Bangladesh Jun 2010 175 000 

8 Mt Merapi volcanic eruption in East Java province, Indonesia Nov 2010 139 000 

9 Critical health-care services to the resettled population affected 

by conflict in Sri Lanka 

Feb 2011 175 000 

11 Floods in Thailand (in two tranches) Jul 2011 350 000 

10 Torrential rains in Democratic People’s Republic of Korea  

(in two tranches) 

Aug 2011 310 000 

12 Fire outbreak/explosion in Yangon, Myanmar Jan 2012 25 000 

13 Emergency health care in Rakhine State, Myanmar Jun 2012 12 300 

14 Flash floods in Democratic People’s Republic of Korea Jul 2012 134 130 

15 Maldives storm-affected population  Nov 2012 47 717 

16 Procurement of emergency medical supplies (fire outbreak and 

earthquake) in Myanmar 

Nov 2012 30 778 

17 Establishment of health-care services for communal conflict- 

affected townships in Rakhine State, Myanmar 

Apr 2013 175 000 

18 Flash floods in South Phyongan, North Phyongan, Kangwon and 

South Hamgyong provinces of Democratic People’s Republic of 

Korea. 

Jul 2013 175 000 

19 Mt Sinabung eruption in North Sumatra Province, Indonesia. Feb 2014 144 068 

20 Establishment of sustainable health-care services for communal 

conflict affected townships in Rakhine State, Myanmar 

May 2014 175 000 

  Grand total   3 591 292 

 


