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i. REPORT ON APPOINTMENT TO EXPbRT ADVISORY PANELS: Item 19 of the Agenda 
(Documents EBll/26 and Add. 1 and Corr. 1) and PROCEDURE OF EXECUTIVE BOAED 
WITH REGARD TO RECOMMENDATIONS OF EXPERT COMMITTEES (continuation from 
fifth meeting, sections 3 and 4) • 

Professor ALIVISATOS referred to the Chairman
T

s earlier proposal to set up a 

working party to consider the procedure for dealing with expert committee reports and 

the framing of regulations for appointments to expert advisory panels； he feared that 

members of the Board had not the time to study the "whole of the international 

literature on a given subject so as to be able to compare the relative merits of 

scientists in the different countries. The Secretariat was in a better position 

to make proposals, any lacunae being subsequently filled in by the members of the 

Board. He saw no reason to change the present procedure, vvhich had given good 

results. If the Board had not used its right to criticize and discuss a report in 

detail, it was because it was not in a position to do so, not having experts on all 

technical questions available at its sessions. 

Dr. Allwood-Paredes had observed that one expert committee report had been dealt 

with in a discriminatory manner. A working party might be set up to study that 

question in more detail and report to the Board. 

The CHAIRMAN drew attention to the fact that he had withdrawi his proposal to 

set up a working party• 

Dr. KA.RUNARA.TNE formally moved closure of the discussion on the report on 

appointments to expert advisory panels• 

The CHAIRMAN asked Professor Alivisatos whether he wished to propose the reopening 

of the debate on the resolution already adopted concerning one of the reports• If so 



a two-thirds majority in f с Your would bo required^ 

Professor ALIVISA.TOS did not wish to press his point. 

Professor FERREIRA., feeling that the question had not been sufficiently discussed 

by the Board before the Chairman
1

 s proposal for a working party was withdrawn, took 

over the proposal himself and made a formal recommendation, to the Board for the 

establishment of a working party to revise both the procedure for setting up panels 

and that for considering expert committee reports• 

The CHAIRM/IN said there was a motion for closure before the Board; two members 

might speak against it. 

Dr. HAYEK enquired т/vhat action would be taken as result of the detailed 

discussion at the previous meeting if the motion for closure were accepted. Were the 

expert panels to be adopted as submitted by the Secretariat? He moved that Professor 

Ferreira
1

 s proposal be discussod. 

Decision： The motion for closure of debate, was adopted 

Tho СНЛ1ШШ read the following proposed draft resolution： 

The Executive Board 

NOTES the list of appointments to expert advisory panels and 

committees prosented by the Diroctor-Genoral. 

In reply to an observation by Professor FERREIRA., thj DIRECTOR-GENERAL said that 

the problem of keeping the lists up to date was a mixed responsibility; it was primarily 



the rosponsibillty of the regional offices to notify headquarters of tho death of 

persons on the panels. Notices of such deaths appeared in technical ,1ournals, but 

there was often considerable delay before they became known. Every effort would be 

made to keep the lists up to dato in future, and the Secretariat would be most grateful 

if members of the Executive Board would pass on any information they received. 

Decision： The draft resolution was adopted^/see resolution EB11»R19)# 

2. REVIEW OF 1Ï0RK OF INTERNATIONAL ANTI-VENEREAL-DISEASE COMMISSION OF ТНЙ RHINE: 
Item 7 (6) of tho Agenda (Document EB11/61) 

Dr» EEGG, Regional Director for Europe, explained that the report bo foro th<； 

Board covered the second session of the International Anti-Venereal-Disease Commission 

of the Rhino, held in Strasbourg on 27-28 June 1952» The Commission had been 

established as an inter-governmental commission, composed of гэргesentatives of the five 

governments with territories along the Rhine River. It had established machinery for 

co-ordinriting the control of veneroal diseases among Rhine boatmen and their families, 

including exchange of information on sources of infection and ralationsbtp with the 

Rotterdam Port DcmoOHtrj^tion Centre • Daring 1952 it had also arranged €or 

distribution of an information folder on the various centres along the river vhero 

boatmen might call for troatment or information. 

The Commission had hovera ver been faced with the fact that since the days of its 

work as a preliminary commission, the incidence of venereal disease among the Rhine 

boatmen - as shown by tho statistics in the annex to the report - had become negligible. 

The Regional Committee for Europe had taken account of that fact in considering the 



report of the Commission and had asked the Regional Director to consider the 

possibility of establishing a Health Coiuraission with wider terms of reference, 

incorporating those of the present Anti-Vencreal-Disoase Commission. That request 

entailed consultations with the International Labour Organicc.tion, whioh had already begun, 

and with the five Member Govarnmsnts particularly concorned. 

The Commission had been established by a resolution of the Board at its seventh 

session in January 1951. Had there been at that time a regional organization for 

Europe, the i^ole question would undoubtedly have been referred to it. B¡r the time 

tho question again came before the Board - at its ninth session in January 1952 

when it considered the Commission's first report - the Regional Committee for Europe 

had been set up. The Board at that session, however, merely referred the report to 

tha Regional Committee for study and necessary action. The Regional Committee had 

considered the second report, which was now referred to the Board in accordance with 

resolution EE7.R24, which stated: 

"The Executive Board shall review the work of the Commission annually v/ith 

a view to determining whether tha Commission'should bo terminated or con-

tinued, and if continued n̂ xat modification, if any, should be made in its 

terms of reference". . 

The Board might wish at tha present session to clarify its own role and that of 

the Regional Committee in regard to the Commission. 

Dr. van den BERG confirmed the statements made by the Regional Director. It was 

clear that there was no longor ащг reason to maintain the Commission in its original 

form, since the incidence of venereal disease was no greater among Rhine boatmen than 



among any other group of the population. If tho Commission -were to be entrusted with, 

other health problems connected with the Rhine boatmen, it should be. clearly understood 

thct its composition would have to bs changed. 

The most important point brought up by the Regional Director was the neod for 

considering the whole position of the Commission. The problem of the Rhino boatmen 

was a purely European one and it would be advisable to transfer it to the Regional 

Committee, i/vhich could thon docido whether the present Commission should bo ro~ 

organized or abolished. 

The G H A i m m read the following draft resolution： 

The Executive Board 

1. NOTES the report of the International Anti-Venereal-Disease Commission 

of the Rhine on its second session； 

2. THâNKS the members of the Commission and the Director-General for 

the work performed； 

3. NOTES the resolution of the Regional Committee for Europe 

requesting the Regional Director to study the desirability of establishing 

as an alternative a health and social commission dealing with tho wider 

problems of health and welfare of Rhine river boatmen and their families. 

He proposed that a further paragraph should be added embodying Dr. vnn don Borg's 

proposal that the subject be transferred to the Regional CoiniTiittee for Europe. 

Decision： The Board approved tho resolution and the Chairman's proposal 
for a final paragraph (see resolution EB11.R10). 



3, INTENTIONAL SANITARÏ REGULATIONS (WHO REGUIATIONS N0
c
2)s ESTABLISHMENT 

OF A PTOCEDURE FOR EXAMINATION ВТ THE SIXTH WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY OF THE 
RESERVATIONS TO AND REJECTIONS OF THE INTERNATIONAL SANITARY REGUIATIONS 
SUBMITTED ВГ GOVERNMENTS IN RESPECT OF THEIR OVERSEAS АЖ) OUTLYING 
TERRITORIES i Item 11 of the Agenda (Documents EBll/20 and EBll/40) 

Dr# Œ A R , Assistant Director-General, Central Technical Services, recalled 

the terms of paragraph 4 of resolution 1HA.5«>32. Under that resolution, it was for 

the Board to decide, in the light of the information supplied by the Director-

General on the nature and extent of the rejections and reservations submitted by 

governments in respect of their overseas and outlying territories, Tivhether an ad 

hoc committee should be set up to study those rejections and reservations and 

report to the Sixth Yforld Health Assembly or whether their consideration by a 

working party of that Assembly would be sufficient。 The reservations and 

rejections listed in document EBll/40 had been received from seven Member States. 

In view of the experience gained at the Fifth World Health Assembly, and of the 

nature and extent of the rejections and reservations, the Director-General -was 

of the opinion that it would be sufficient to refer the communications from 

governments directly to the Sixth World Health Assembly for consideration by a 

working party• 

Drо MACKENZIE agreed that a small ad hoc committee or working party of the 

Health Assembly should be sufficienij since tlie facts underlying most of the 
a 

reservations had been discussed by the forking Party on Reservations to the 

International Sanitary Regulations at the Fifth World Health Assembly• The 

composition of a future working party should resemble that of the Fifth World 

Health Assembly and consist of quarantine and legal experts. 



The CHAIRMAN submitted the following draft resolution! 
* • ' 

The Executive Board • 

RECOGNIZING 

(a) that experience was gained t¡y the consideration of reservations 

of Member States to the International Sanitary Regalations at the 

Fifth World Health Assemblyj 

(b) .that the precedents then established will serve as a guide for 

the consideration of reservations in respect of overseas and outlying 

territories; and 

(c). that the reservations do not contain, as far as can be judged, 

any complex legal or technical problems, 

1. DECIDES to refer communications from governments in respect of their 

overseas and outlying territories directly to the Sixth World Health Assembly^ 

2. REQUESTS the Director-General to make ttie necessary arrangements. 

Decision; The draft resolution was adopted (see resolution EB11.R20). 

• • ‘ 

4. RECORDING AND TRANSMISSION OF EPIDEMIOLOGICAL INFORMATION： 
Item 12 of the Agenda (Ibcument EBll/8) 

The СНЛЗЖАЛ
Т

 called, for comments on the document before, the .meeting, -

Dr» MACKENZIE suggested that the Information given under the heading 

Epidemiological Notes at the end of the Weekly Epidemiological Record were too 

incomplete and out of date to be of much use. He asked iwhether the Director-Gene ral 

could explain the present position with regard to the collection of epidemiological 

information at headquarters and in the regions. 
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Dr. GEAR said the->pr осе dure "was described in detail in document EBll/8, The 

information was sent by national health administrations directly to WHO headquarters. 

in Geneva by telegram, cable, weekly or other bulletin. With the exception of the 

Eastern Mediterranean Region and the Region of the Americas, information for 

quarantine purposes was not supplied directly to regional offices. However, the 

whole question of epidemiological reporting was under examination by the Secretariat 

and it was intended to inçrove and expand the services, bringing regional offices 

more directly into the procedure * 

Dr. BERNARD, Adviser to Professor Parisot, referring to the chapter in the 

Weekly Epidemiological Record on quarantine measures imposed and withdrawn, said 

that the measures imposed by one country against arrivals from another did not 

always correspond to the epidemiological information contained elsewhere in the 

publication. In the first place a question of principle was Involved. Nothing in 

the International Sanitary Hegulations or the International Sanitary Conventions 

still in force required a country to declare officially that another country was 

infected. It was' sufficient for WHO to publish the notifications received in accor-

dance with the International Sanitary Regulations, it being understood that differ-

ent countries would take measures allowed under the Regulations. TOO, by publishing 

those measures in its Weekly Epidemiological Record was appearing to endorse them, 

even though they did not always conform to the Regulations. It was true that 

from the practical point of view, the publication of those measures was useful to 

shipping and air companies, but they nevertheless created confusion and difficulties 

to national quarantine services. 



Perhaps the Board might recommend that the Director-General take note of 

the situation and attempt to lessen the drawbacks of the present practice by em-

phasizing in the Weekly Epidemiological Record that the information was given for 

the convenience.of travellers, without regard as to the conformity of the measures 

concerned with the International Sanitary Regulations. The Director-General 

might further be asked to ùitervene with the Member States to avoid the imposition 

of excessive measures. He would be glad to know the views of the members of the 

Board and the Secretariat on the matter. 

Dr. BRA.VO, paying a tribute to the document before the Board, said he feared 
i 

that the procedures envisaged - in any case as far as the Americas were concerned -

might not be applied in practice. Governments did not always supply the informa-

tion as completely and speedily as required by the Regulations. In certain 

American countries, information had been received on cases of bubonic plague i^iich, 

in spite of their interest for other countries, had never been published in the 

weekly bulletin of the regional office concerned. He had no solution to offer, 

but thought the Secretariat, and particularly the regional directors, should be 

asked to study the question and to remind different countries of the obligations 

incumbent on therù under the International Sanitary Regulations, which they had 

accepted. 

D r #
 HAYEK, referring to the statement contained in Part A, section 1 (page 3) 

of the document before the Board, listing the diseases,the notification of 

他ich was a firm obligation laid on countries by international sanitary legis-

lation., asked whether the original International Sanitary Conventions trere still 

legally applicable. 



Professor CANAPERIA said the procedure followéd at Headquarters for dealing 

with the information received (Part B, section 2, page 10) appeared somevAiat 

complicated, three different services of the Organization being concerned. 

Dr. GEAR, replying to the questions raised, said that Dr. Bernard had rightly-

drawn attention to the notices given in the Weekly Epidemiological Record. VVHO 

broadcast notification of measures ôven.他en they were in excess of the require-

ments of the International Sanitary Regulations because it was precisely that type 

of measure nfliich was of the greatest concern to countries. However, the Director-

General felt that there was evidence that the Internatic«ial Sanitary Regulations 

had already led to considerable improvement in the notification of quarantine measures, 

and that the governments parties to the Regulations would apply them vdth increasing 

effectiveness. The Dire сtor-Gene га1 did take note of measures in excess of the Regu-

lations and approached countries on the matter as requested b^ the Board in resolu-

tion EB9.R79, either directly or throu^i the regional directors. 

He thought the explanation he had just given would also answer Dr. Bravo' s 

question concerning the need to remind countries of their obligations under the 

International Sanitary* Regulations. WHO was looking to its regional directors to 

assist in ensuring, increasing co-operation of governments in ttieir implementation. 

Replying to Dr. Hayek
1

 s question, he said that there were at present certain 

countries parties to the International Sanitary Conventions íntoich were not yet 

parties to the International Sanitary Régulâtions• 

Replying to Professor Canaperia?s observation, he said that the procedure for 

handling material received from national health administrations -was being 

simplified as a result of a re—organization, so that it could he handled by one 

division. 



Dr. ALLWOOD-PABEDES recalled that in the past a large part of the activities 

of .international health organizations had consisted in the dissemination of 

epidemiological information. With the adoption of new criteria concerning the 

control of epidemics and general acceptance of the fact that disease knew no 

frontiers, the data being published had become out of all proportion to the financial 

resources and staff available. What was the policy of WHO regarding the collection 

m A
 dissemination of infomation to the Member States? Did the present system 

correspond to modern methods and the demands of international commerce? The 

Weekly Epidemiological Record for instance, reached countries at a distance from 

headquarters too late for the information it contained to Ъе of much use. The same 

was true of regional bulletins. Moreover, the information dealt only with the 

quarantinable diseases； but details of other epidemics vere also of interest to 

governments and travellers, e.g. the influenza epidemic which had broken out in Paris 

a few days previously, and notification of which would not Ъе received until it had 

lost a great deal of its value. It should Ъе possible to arrange for the regional 

aissemination of information. 

D r
. gear agreed that the amount of information supplied and the procedure for 

its dissemination were far from what the Director-General would wish them to Ъе. 

He hoped that it would Ъе possible in due course to develop more fully the use of 

the regional systems in exchange of information for which there was an undoubted need. 

WHO used all available means to distribute information quickly - radio, telegraph, 

etc. as would Ъе described Ъу the Director of the Division of Epidemiological and 

Health Statistical Services. 



Dr. BERAUD, Director, Division of Epidemiological and Health Statistical Services, 

said the question of a regional system of distribution was a matter of major concern to 

the Director-General. Describing the present system, he said that in addition to the 

Weekly Epidemiological Becord published in Geneva, weekly epidemiological bulletins 
• • s ' * 

were sent out to the American countries from Washington, to the countries in and 

bordering on the Eastern Mediterranean Eegion from Alexandria, and to the Western 

Pacific and South-East Asia Begions from Singapore. Because those bulletins often 

arrived too late for quarantine measures to be effective, a system of distribution by 

radio telegraph had been developed as far as possible. Information was sent out by 

that method from Geneva every day on several wave-lengths, from Alexandria twice a 

week through the Cairo station, from Singapore daily from a network of twelve stations. 

The radio-bulletins issued from Geneva contained information collected not only at 

Geneva but also by the epidemiological statione in Washington, Alexandria and 

Singapore. A study was at present being made with a view to improving the situation 

as regards the American Continent, and it was hoped that a system could be established 

which would allow the transmission of daily epidemiological information from Washington 

o n
 the same lines as for the other continents. The Secretariat was aware of the 

difficulties encountered Ъу the national health administrations of South American 

countries in collecting promptly from their outlying territories epidemiological 

information for communication to their neighbours and the regional organizations of 

WHO; they were due largely to the lack of internal communication facilities. The 

Director-General had suggested that some of those difficulties might provisionally Ъе 

overcome if the national health administrations concentrated on the telegraphic 
communication to zonal offices of epidemiological information on oities situated on 



lines of international traffic. It, was felt that the national health administrations 

were in a position to give up-to-date information concerning such ports and airports
9 

which would Ъе of considerable use to their neighbours. Moreover, the medical 

profession in those countries would Ъе encouraged to carry out their obligation to 

notify coimnunicable diseases if they had concrete evidence of the early publication 

of such information. 

The CHAIRMAN submitted the following draft resolution: 

The Executive Board 

1. NOTES the report of the Director-General on the recording and 

transmission of epidemiological information, and the measures described 

therein which have been taken to improve the collection, handling and 

distribution of this information； 

2. APPROVES the arrangements made and being planned in this field； 

3. BEQUESTS the Director-General to invite Member States to give 

their full support to the epidemiological services provided by the 

Organization^ inter alia by submitting first the returns required by 

the International Sanitary Regulations (WHO Regulations No. 2), and 

secondly, whenever possible
;
 other appropriate epidemiological 

information； and 

h. REQUESTS the Director-General, within budgetary limits, to 

continue to improve the epidemiological services provided by the 

Organization to national health administrations and others along 

the lines indicated in the report. 

Decision: The draft resolution was adopted-(see resolution EB11
#
R22 and 

further discussion reported in the minutes of the fourth meeting of the 
Standing Coranittee on Administration and Finance) • 



5. UNIFORMITY OF POSTAL REGULATIONS ON TRANSMISSION OF BIOLOGICAL AND 
RiTHOLOGICAL MATERIALS:工tern 13 of the Agenda (Document EBll/25) 

Dr» TIMSRMAN， Director^ Division of Therapeutic Substances, noted that 

document EBll/25, on the transport of biological and pathological materials, was 

largely of an informative character and had been prepared following the Board
1

s 

request to the Director-General to study the matter。 

b'ollovring the recommendations made by the Universal Postal Congress, the 

Director-General had approached the health administrât ions of all Member States 

and Associate Member States in order to collect information on special instances 

of undue delay^ so that the appropriate action might be taken. The Director of 

the Universal Postal Union had undertaken to obtain information on national 

postal regulations in that connexion,, 

Professor CANAPERIA wished to knavr v/hether it would be possible for information 

regarding the proceedings of the Transport and Communications Commission to be 

available in time for the International Congress of Microbiology, to be held in 

Rome in Septemberо 

Difficulties had been experienced recently in connexion vdth customs 

formalities in the transport of biological materials and it would be desirable 

for the Director-General also to consider- the possibility of unifying customs 

regulations in that field• 

Dr« TIMMERMiUL in reply to the points raised by Professor Canaperia, said 

that although complete information on the Transport and Communications Commission's 

proceedings would not be available before the Congress Ьофк place, it was nevertheless 

hoped to submit in time a report on the progress made
c 



Efforts were already being made to introduce some uniformity into customs 

regulations but, in view of the complex nature of the problem, it was not yet 

known what results would be available by September. 

Dr. ALLWOOD-PAREDES considered that the matter should continue to receive the 

particular attention of the World Health. Organization in view of the many difficulties 

encountered. It would be desirable, when referring the question to the Universal 

Postal Union, to formulate certain concrete proposals on the basis of the technical 

information received, in the interests of obtaining a standardized form of trans-

mission for biological materials with the maximum rapidity. 

Dr. DOROLLE, Deputy Director-General, assured Dr. Allwood-Paredes that the 

Organization was making every effort to obtain a solution. The task had, however, 

been rendered exceedingly complex by the large number of authorities involved and, 

although a solution would doubtless be arrived at by patient and consistent efforts, 

it was as yet impossible to say when. 

Decision： The Board noted document EBll/25 on the transport of 
biological and pathological materials. 

6. TOXIC HAZARDS OF CERTAIN INSECTICIDES AND SIMILAR PRODUCTS: Item 16 of the 
Agenda (Document EBll/56) 

Er. WRIGHT, Environmental Sanitation Division, recalled that a detailed study 

o n
 the toxic hazards of certain insecticides and similar products had been carried 

out following resolution EB8.R52. A detailed report had been prepared in co-operation 

with the International Labour Organisation, the Food and Agriculture Organization 
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and the Expert Advisory Panel on Insecticides, and would be published during the 

first quarter of 1953• . 

The report covered every phase of the manufacture and application of insecticides 

and sijnilar products, as well as the hazards to third parties, and gave all modern 

details available, including legislative methods used in various countries* Evexy 

attempt had been made to ensure that 七he report retained a practical character so 

that it might be as useful as possible. 

The. CHAIRMAN submitted the following draft resolutioni 

The Executive Board 

NOTES that a report concerning the toxic hazards to human beings 

and animals of certain insecticides and similar products, as requested 

by the Executive Board at its eighth session (resolution EB8.R52), has 

been prepared and will be published in the Monograph Series during the 

first quarter of 1953• 

Decision： The draft resolution was adopted, (sea resolution EB11.R21). 

7. APPLICATION FOR FULL APPROVE BY WHO OF THE YELLOW-FEVER VACCINE PRODUCED 
BY THE WELLCOME RESEARCH LABORATORISS OF BEGKENHAM，KENT, (UNITED KINGDOM)г 
Item 50 of the Agenda (Dociunent EBll/57) 

Dr. MURRAÏ广Chief, International Quarantine Section, called the Board's attention 

to the background information contained in document EBll/57 on the application for 

full approval by the World Health Organization of the yellow-fever vaccine produced 

by the Wellcome Laboratories. The Expert Рале! on Yellow Fever had recommended that 

the vaccine be accorded full recognition, 



The CHAIRMAN submitted the following draft resolution： 

The Executive Board 

ACCORDS full approval, for the purpose of the issue of international 

certificates of vaccination, to the yellow-fever vaccine produced by the 

Wellcome Research Laboratories, Beckenham， Kent. 

Dr
#
 ALLWOOD-PAREDES believed it would be désirable for the Board to state in 

its resolution that its approval of the yellow-fever vaccine produced by the 

Wellcome Research Laboratories was based on the report of the experts consulted. 

Professor ALIVISATOS requested information as to the procedure followed when 

the Board had on past occasions accorded its full approval to vaccines. 

The DEPUTY DIRECTOR—GENERAL said that the present draft resolution was in 

keeping "with the resolutions adopted when the yellow-fever vaccines produced at the 

laboratories in Bogota and Rio de Janeiro had been recognized. However, if the 

Board so wished, it would be possible to amend the draft resolution. 

. D r . ALLWOOD-PAREDES wished, in view of the Board* s responsibility in the 

matter, formally to propose that the draft resolution under consideration, and also 

ar®r similar resolution which might be taken in the future, be amplified along the 

lines he had suggested. It was, in his opinion, a sound practice to mention the 

expert panel consulted in granting such international approval, since members of 

the Board had not themselves studied the question at first-hand. Usually, recommeni-

dations on subjects such as the one under consideration were communicated by report 

of an expert committee• His proposal represented a simplified form of that same 

procedure• 



The CHAIRMAN said that it would be possible to include the words "on the 

recommendation of the E^ert Panel on Yellow Fever" at the beginning of the draft 

resolution. However, it was his view that since the experts consulted were 

mentioned in document EBll/57 that would be sufficient, as the Board was clearly 

satisfied by their findings. Moreover, it would be preferable not to set a 

precedent in such matters, and he asked Dr. Allwood-Paredes to reconsider his 

proposal so that the competence of the Board might remain unchallenged. 

Dr. TOGBA was in favour of maintaining the original draft resolution since 

members of the Board were clearly individually satisfied by the recommendations made 

by the everts consulted. The previous practice should be adhered to. 

Dr. ALLWOOD-PAREDES said he would not press his proposal. 

Decision： The draft resolution was adopted (see resolution EB11.R23). 

8. PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO RUIES OF PROCEDURE OF THE HEALTH ASSEMBLY (RULES 61, 
62， 63 AND 106)t Item 36 of the Agenda (Resolution EB10.R10 and Document EB11/9) 

Dr. MACKENZIE suggested that the Board should first of all reach a decision on 

the principle of whether the Health Assembly should hold secret ballots other than 

for elections. The remaining amendments could be studied after that decision had 

been arrived at. 

Although it was possible for the Board itself to hold secret ballots, he had 

serious misgivings rega&ding the practice of secret ballots in the Health Assembly 

other than for elections. No apparent reason existed for such a procedure as 

delegations were presumably voting according to instructions received from their 



respective governments• Document EBll/9 compared the procedure regarding secret 

ballots with that followed by the United Nations and the other specialize^ agencies• 

It was interesting to note that neither the United Nations nor the Internabional 

Labour Organisation made provision for secret ballot other than for elections• It 

would always be possible, if the need arose, to suspend the Rules of Procedure so 

that a secret ballot might be held in exceptional circmstances. 

He supported the amendment to insert the word "normally" in the provision that 

all elections should be held by secret ballot (in Rule 68), since cases did arise 

where elections took place by acclamation. 

Professor CANAPERIA fully agreed with the previous speaker. He also was in 

favour of inserting the word "normally" • Otherwise, Rule 68 could remain as it 

stood. • ‘ 

Dr» van den BERG expressed agreement with Dr. Mackenzie and Professor Canaperia. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL said that it had been found desirable to clarify the 

situation since some conflict between the Rules of Procedure had arisen at the Health 

Assembly. Clearly, a roll-call vote on whether a secret ballot should be held 

nullified the purpose of the secret ballot. It was therefore imperative to establidi 

•whether there should be any provision for secret ballot other than for elections. 

Dr* van den BERG noted that the same conflict between a roll-call vote and 

secret ballot existed also within the Food and Agriculture Organization, for 

instance. It would not appear, therefore
>
 that the need existed for the World 

Health Organization to make special provision in that respect. 



Dr. MACKENZIE suggested that the Board should vote on the principle of the 

secret ballot other than for elections. T>ion, tho Rules of Procedure in question 

could be referred to a drafting group, or it could simply be decided to delete the 

remainder of Rule 68 so that it would readi «All elections shall norraolly be held 

by secret ballot". 

M. ZARB, Chief, Legal Office, drew attention to the need to allow the Health 

Assembly full freedom of action. If the Health Assembly desired a secret ballot 

for other purposes than for elections, it was perfectly free to vote in that way. 

Consequently if the Board were to take a contrary decision, the freedom of action 

which was the right of the Health Assembly would be prejudiced. 

Dr. MACKENZIE pointed out that his proposal provided for a secret ballot for 

purposes other than elections if the need were to arise on some urgent occasion. 

Following a point raised by Professor FERREIRA, M. ZARB stated that 

JWlQ lift of the Rules of Procedure pf the Health Assembly provided for the suspension 

of Rules of Procedure. However, the suspension of a Rule was an expedient and should 

not be considered a normal procedure. The second sentence of Rule 68 as at present 

drafted clearly laid down that the He.alth Assembly could decide upon a seorct ballot 

if it so desired. 

Dr. HURTADO emphasized that the voting system of most deliberative bodies had 

a traditional form which should be maintained. The secret ballot was perfectly 

legitimate on occasion. He fully accepted the interpretation offered by the 

Legal Adviser, The Rules of Procedure should be amended only in so far as 



clarification was needed in order to maintain the inherent spirit of the Constitution. 

It was obvious that a r.oll-call vote nullified the value of a secret ballot. Some 

amendment was therefore required in that connexion. 

(For continuation, see seventh meeting, section 1) 

The meeting rose at 5.05 p.m. 
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1. REPORT ON APPOINTMENTS TO EXPERT ADVISORY PANELS: Item 19 of the Agenda 

(documents EBll/26 and Add. 1, Corr. 1) and PROCEDURE OF EXECUTIVE 
BOARD WITH REGâRD TO RECOMMENDATIONS OF EXPERT COMMITTEES (continuation) 

Professor ALIVISATOS, referred to the Chairman's earlier proposal to set up a 

working party to consider the procedure for dealing with expert committes reports and 

the framing of regulations for appointments to eiqpert advisory panels; he feared that 

members of the Board had not the time to study the whole of the international 

literature on a given subject so as to be able to compare the relative merits of 

scientists in the different countries. The Secretariat was in a better position to 

make proposals, aisy lacunae being subsequently filled in by the members of the Board. 

He saw no reason to change the present procedure, which had given good results. If 

the Board had not used its right to criticize and discuss a report in detail, it was 

because it was not in a position to do so, not having experts on all technical questions 

available at its sessions. 

Dr. Allwood-Paredes had observed that one expert committee report had been dealt 

with in a discriminatory manner. A working party might be set up to study that 

question in more detail and report to the Board. 

The ША1ШШ drew attention to the fact that he had withdrawn his proposal to set 

up a working party. 

Dr. KARUNARATNE formally moved closure of the dieoussion on the report on 

appointments to expert advisory panels. 

The ШАЛШШ asked Professor Alivisatos whether he wished to propose the reopening 

of the debate on the resolution already adopted concerning one of the reports. If so 



a two-thirds majority in favour would be required. 

Professor ALIVISáTOS did not wish to press his point. 

Professor FERREIRA, feeling that the question had not been sufficiently discussed 

by the Board before the Chairman's proposal for a working party was withdrawn, took 

over the proposal himself and made a formal recommendation to the Board for the 

establishment of a working party to revise both the procedure for setting up panels 

and that for considering expert committee reports. 

The ŒAIRMA.N said there was a motion for closure before the Board; two members 

might speak against it. 

Dr. HAYEK enquired what action would be taken as a result of the detailed 

discussion at the previous meeting if the motion for closure were accepted. Were the 

expert panels to be adopted as submitted by the Secretariat? He moved that Professor 

Ferreira's proposal be discussed. 

Decision： The motion for closure of debate was adopted 

The CHAIRMA.N read the following proposed draft resolution： 

The Executive Board 

NOTES the list of appointments to expert advisory panels and 

committees presented by the Director-General. 

In reply to an observation Ъу Professor FERREIRi^ the DIRECTOR-GENERAL said that 

•fchs problem of keeping the lists up to date was a mixed responsibility； it was primarily 



the responsibility of the regional offices to notify headquarters of the death of 

persons on the panels. Notices of such deaths appeared in technical journals, but 

there was often considerable delay before they became known. Every effort would be 

made to keep the lists up to dato in future, and the Secretariat would be most grateful 

if members of the Executive Board would pass on any information they received. 

Decision： The draft resolution was adopted.. 

2. REVIEW OF WORK OF INTERNATIONAL ANTI-VENEREAL-DISEASE COMMISSION OF THE RHINE: 
Item 7 (6) of the agenda (document EBll/61) 

Dr. BEGG, Regional Director for Europe, explained that the report before the 

Board covered the second session of the International ilrvti—Venereal-Disease Commission 

of the Rhinej held in Strasbourg on 27-28 June 1952. The Commission had been 

established as an inter-governmental commission, composed of representatives of the five 

governments with territories along the Rhine River, It had established machinery for 

co-ordinating the control of venereal diseases among Rhine boatmen and their families, 

including exchange of information on sources of infection and relationship with the 

Rotterdam Port Administration Centre. During 1952 it had also arranged for 

distribution of an information folder on the various centres along the river where 

boatmen might call for treatment or information. 

The Commission had however been faced with the fact that since the days of its 

work as a preliminary commission, the incidence of venereal disease among the Rhino 

boatmen - as shown by the statistics in the annex to the report - had become negligible._ 

The Regional Committee for Europe had taken account of that fact in considering the 



report of the Commission arid had asked the Regional Director to consider tho 

possibility of establishing a Health Coiranission with wider terms of rofcronco, 

incorporating those of the present Anti-Venoreal-Disoasa Commission» That roquest 

entailed consultations with tho International Labour Office, which had already begun, 

and with tho five Member Governments particularly concorned. 

The Commission had been established by a resolution o£ the Board at its ^pventh 

session in January 1951. Had there beon at that timo a regional organization for 

Europe, the vrtiole question would undoubtedly bava been referred to it. 'By the time.. 
• • . . ‘ • • '•‘ • • ‘ •. 

\ • ‘ • . • .. •. ••、....• ... . • • - ； V •’.；. 
tho question again саше before the Board - at Its ninth session in January 1952 

when it considered the Commission，s first
f

- report - the Regional Committee for Europe 

‘；• j ̂  > ‘ •. . 

had been sot up. The Board at that sesslbtt, however, msr.ely referred the^ repprib to. 

the Regional Committee for study ahd necessary action. The Regional Committee had 
‘ f. • ： 

considered the second report, which was now referred tó the flaardiin accordanQQ with 

resolution EB7.R24, which stated:.: ’
 iL

 • « •:•;、m. :. 、.:'!•.• ！ .• ”• 
• •• • • ¿ • . . . ...... • • •. “. -. . 

"The Executive Board shall review the work óf the Commission- anmally with 

a view to datôrmirïi
r

3ig whbther tho Commission* should be terminated or con-
. . . . . ‘ ' . , • • . . . , « . . 

tinued
>
 and if<. ccaitinued "vdiat modification, if any, should be made in its 

terms of reference". 
•
；

 • ' i . .. . . •' . 
The Board might wish at the present session to clarify its own role and tliat of 

• v. .. ；
 ,
 ,•..-••. 

the Regional Committee in regard to the Commission. 

, • • . ••‘ .... '••； 

Dr. Van den BERG confirmed the statements made by the Regional Diroctor. It was 

¿lèat that there Wâs no longer any reason to maintain the Commission in its original 

form, since the incidence of venereal disease was no .greater among Rhine boatmen than 



among any other group of the population. If tho Commission were to be entrusted with 

other health problems connected with the Rhine boatmen, it should be clearly understood 

that its composition would have to be charigod. 

The most important point brought up by the Regional Director was the need for 

considering the whole position of the Commission. The problem of the Rhino boatmen 

was a purely European one and it would be advisable to transfer it to the Regional 

ConpjLttee, iftMch could then decide whether the present Coramission should bo re-

organized or abolished. 

The Œ A I R M N read the following draft resolution： 

Tho Executive Board 

1. NOTES the report of the International Anti-Venereal-Disease Commission 

of the Rhine on its second session; 

2. THANKS the members of the Commission and the Director-General for 

the work performed； 

3. NOTES the resolution of the Regional Committee for Europe 

requesting the Regional Director to study the desirability of establishing 

as an alternative a health and social commission dealing with tho wider 

problems of health and welfare of Rhine river boatmen and their families. 

He proposed that a further paragraph should be added embodying Dr. Van den Berg's 

proposal that the subject be transferred to the Regional Committee for Europe. 

Decision： The Board approved the resolution and the Chairman's proposal 
for a final paragraph. 



3. INTERNATIONAL SANITARY REGULATIONS ( HO REGUIATIONS N0,2)! ESTABLISHMENT 
‘ OF A PROCEDURE FOR EXAMINA.TION Bï THE SIXTH WORID HEALTH ASSEMBLY OF THE 

RESERVATIONS TO AND REJECTIONS OF THE INTERNATIONAL SANITARY REGUIATIONS 
SUBMITTED BI GOVERNMENTS IN RESPECT OF THEIR OVERSEAS AND OUTLYING 
TERRITORIESs Item 11 of the agenda (documents EBll/20 and EBll/40) 

Drо GEAR, Assistant Director-General, Central Technical Services, recalled 

the terms of paragraph 4 of resolution ¥Ш5»32. Under that resolution, it was for 

the Board to decide^ in the light of the information supplied by the Director-

General on the nature and extent of the rejections and reservations submitted by-

governments in respect of their overseas and outlying territories, "whether an ad 

hoc committee should be set up to study those rejections and reservations and 

report to the Sixth World Health Assembly or whether their consideration by a 

working party of that Assembly—would be sufficient. The reservations and 

rejections listed in document EBll/40 had been received- from seven Member States. 

In
 v
iew of the experience gained at the Fifth World Health Assembly, and of the 

nature and extent of the rejections and reservations, the Director-General was 

of the opinion that it would be sufficient to refer the communications from . 

governments directly to the Sixth Viorld Health Assembly for consideration Ъу a 

working party. 

Dr。 MACKENZIE agreed that a small ad hoc committee or working party of the 

Health Assembly should be sufficient, since the facts underlying most of the 

reservations had been discussed by the Working Party on Reservations to the 

International Sanitary Regulations at the Fifth World Health Assembly. The 

composition of a future working party should resemble that of the Fifth World 

Health Assembly and consist of quarantine and legal experts. 



The CHAIRMAN submitted the following draft resolution： 

The Executive Board 

RECOGNIZING 

(a) that experience was gained by the consideration of reservations 

of Member States to the International Sanitary Regulations at the 

Fifth World Health Assemblyj 

(b) that the precedents then established will serve as a guide for 

the consideration of reservations in respect of overseas and outlying 

territories; and 

(c) that the reservations do not contain， as far as can be judged, 

any complex legal or technical problems, 

1. DECIDES to refer communications from governments in respe et of their 

overseas and outlying territories directly to the Sixth World Health Assembly; 

2. REQUESTS the Director-General to make the necessary arrangements. 

Decision; The draft resolution was adopted. 

4. RECORDING AND TRANSMISSION OF EPIDEMIOLOGICAL INFORMATION: 
Item 12 of the Agenda (document EBll/8) 

The CHAIRMA.N called for comments on the document before the meeting. 

MACKENZIE suggested that the information given under the heading 

Epidemiological Notes at the end of the Weekly Epidemiological Record were too 

incomplete and out of date to be of imich use. He asked whether the Director-General 

could explain the present position with regard to the collection of epidemiological 

information at headquarters and in the regions* 



Dr о GEAR said the procedure was described in detail in document EBll/8. The 

information was sent by national health administrations directly to 1H0 headquarters 

in Geneva by telegram， cable^ weekly or other bulletin• With the exception of the 

Eastern Mediterranean Region and the Region of the Americas, information for 

quarantine purposes was not supplied directly to regional offices. However, the 

whole question of epidemiological reporting m s under examination by the Secretariat 

and it was intended to improve and expand the services, bringing regional offices 

more directly into the procedure. 

Br« BERNARD, Adviser to Professor Parisot^ referring to the chapter in the 

Weekly Epidemiological Record on quarantine measures imposed and withdrawn, said 

that the measures imposed by one country against arrivals from another did not 

always correspond to the epidemiological information contained elsewhere in the 

publication. In the first place a question cf principle was involved. Nothing in 
/ 

the International Sanitary Regulations or the International Sanitary Conventions 

still in force required a country to declare officially that another country was 

infected. It was sufficient for WHO to publish the notifications received in accor-

dance with the International Sanitary Regulations； it being understood that differ-

ent countries would take measures allowed under the Regulations. WHO, by publishing 

those measures in its Weekly Epidemiological Record was appearing to endorse them, 

even though they did not always conform to the Regulations. It was true that 

from the practical point of view, the publication of those measures was useful to 

shipping and air companies, but they nevertheless created confusion and difficulties 

to national quarantine services» 



Perhaps the Board might recommend that the Director—General take note of 

the situation and attempt to lessen the drawbacks of the present practice by em-

phasizing in the Weekly Epidemiological Record that the information was given for 

the convenience of travellers, without regard as to the conformity of the measures 

concerned with the International Sanitary Regulations. The Director-General 

mi^it further be aéked to intervene with the Member States to avoid the imposition 

of excessive measures. He would be glad to know the views of the members of the 

Board and the Secretariat on the matter. 

Dr. BRAVO, paying a tribute to the document before the Board, said he feared 

that the procedures envisaged - in any case as far as the Americas were concerned -

might not be applied in practice. Governments did not always supply the informa-

tion as completely and speedily as required by the Regulations, bi certain 

American countries, information had been received on cases of bubonic plague "which, 

in spite of their interest for other countries, had never been published in the 

weekly bulletin of the regional office concerned. He had no solution to offer, 

but .thou动t the Secretariat, and particularly the regional directors, should be 

asked to study the question and to remind different countries of the obligations 

incumbent on them under the biternational Sanitary Regulations, which they had 

accepted. 

Dr. HâïEK, referring to the statement contained in Part A, section 1 (page 3) 

of the document before the Board, listing the diseases, ̂ the notification of 

•which was a firm obligation laid on countries by international sanitary legis-

lation", asked "vriiether the original International Sanitary Conventions were still 

le伊lly applicable. 



Professor GANAPERIA said the procedure followed at Headquarters for dealing 

with the information received (Part B, section 2, page 10) appeared some他at 

conç>licated, three different services of the Organization, being concerned. 

Dr. GEAR, replying to the questions raised, said that Dr. Bernard had ri曲tly 

drawn attention to the notices given in the Weekly Epidemiological Record. 1Ш0 

broadcast notification of measures even тйгеп they were in excess of the require-

ments of -Uie Internaticaial Sanitary Regulations because it was precisely that type 

of measure which was of the greatest concern, to countries. However, the DIreotor— 

General felt that there was evidence that the International Sanitary Regulations 

had already led to considerable improvement in the notification of quarantine measures, 

and that the governments parties to the Regulations would apply them with increasing 

effectiveness. The Director-General did take note of nsasures in excess of the Regu-

lations and approached countries on the matter as requested 时 the Board in resolu-

tion EB9.R79, either directly or throu^i the regional directors. 

i • 

He thought the explanation he had just given would also answer Dr. Bravo's 

question concerning the need to remind countries of their obligations under the 

]jitemational Sanitary Regulations. WHO was looking to its regional directors to 

assist in ensuring- increasing co-operation of governments in their implementation. 

Replying to Dr. Hayek's question, he said that there were at present certain 

countries parties to the International Sanitary Conventions infcich were not yet 

parties to the International Sanitary Regulations. 

Replying to Professor Canaperia's observation, he said that the procedure for 

handling material received from national health administrations was being 

simplified as a result of a re-organization, so that it could he handled by one 

division. 



Dr. ALLWOOD-PAKEDES recalled that in the past a large part of the activities 

of international health organizations had consisted in the dissemination of 

epidemiological information. With the adoption of new criteria concerning the 

control of epidemics and general acceptance of the fact that disease knew no 

frontiers y the data being published had become out of all proportion to the finaücial 

resources and staff available. What was the policy of WHO regarding the collection 

and dissemination of information to the Member States? Did the present system 

correspond to modern methods and the demands of international commerce? The 

Weekly Epidemiological Record for instance， reached countries at a distance from 

headquarters too late for the information it contained to be of much use. The same 

was true of regional bulletins. Moreover, the information dealt only with the 

quarantinable diseases； but details of other epidemics were also of interest to 

governments and travellers, e.g. the influenza epidemic which had broken out in Paris 

a few days previously, and notification of which would not Ъе received until it had 

lost a great deal of its value. It should be possible to arrange for the regional 

dissemination of information. 

Dr. GEAE agreed that the amount of information supplied and the procedure for 

its dissemination were far from what the Director-General would wish them to Ъе. 

He hoped that it would Ъе possible in due course to develop more fully the use of 

the regional systems in exchange of information for which there was ail undoubted need. 

WHO used all available means to distribute information quickly - radio
;
 telegraph, 

etc. as would Ъе described by the Director of the Division of Epidemiological and 

Health Statistical Services. 



Dr. ВПШЛ)，Director, Division of Epidemiological and Health Statistical Services, 

said the question of a regional system of distribution was a matter of major concern to 

the Director-General. Describing the present system, he said that in addition to the 

Weekly Epidemiological Becord published in Geneva^ weekly epidemiological bulletins 

were sent out to the American countries from Washington^ to the countries in and 

bordering on the Eastern Mediterranean Eegion from Alexandria, and to the Western 

Pacific and South-East Asia Begions from Singapore. Because those bulletins often 

arrived too late for quarantine measures to Ъе effective， a system of distribution Ъу 

radio telegraph had been developed as far as possible. Information was sent out Ъу 

that method from Geneva every day on several wave-lengths, from Alexandria twice a 

week through the Cairo station, from Singapore daily from a network of twelve stations. 

The radio-bulletins issued from Geneva contained information collected not only at 

Geneva but also by the epidemiological stations in Washington, Alexandria and 

Singapore. A study was at present being made with a view to improving the situation 

as regards the American Continent, and it was hoped that a system could Ъе established 

which would allow the transmission of daily epidemiological information from Washington 

on the same lines as for the other continents. The Secretariat was aware of the 

difficulties encountered Ъу the national health administrations of South American 

countries in collecting promptly from their outlying territories epidemiological 

information for communication to their neighbours and the regional organizations of 

WHO; they were due largely to the lack of internal communication facilities. The 

Director-General had suggested that some of those difficulties might provisionally Ъе 

overcome if the national health administrations concentrated on the telegraphic 

commimication to zonal offices of epidemiological information on oities situated on 



lines of international traffic• It.was felt that the national health administrations 

were in a position to give up-to-date information concerning such ports and airports, 

which would Ъе of considerable use to their neighbours. Moreover, the medical 

profession in those countries would be encouraged to carry out their obligation to 

notify communicable diseases if they had concrete evidence of the early publication 

of such information. 

The CHAIEMAW submitted the following draft resolution: 

The Executive Board 

1. NOTES the report of the Director-General ou the recording and 

transmission of epidemiological information, and the measures described 

therein which have been taken to improve the collection^ handling and 

distribution of this information； 

2. APPROVES the arrangements made and being planned in this field； 

3. REQUESTS the Director-General to invite Member States to give 

their full support to the epidemiological services provided by the 

Organization^ inte^alia by submitting first the returns required by 

the International Sanitary Regulations (WHO Regulations No. 2), and 

secondly, whenever possible, other appropriate epidemiological 

information； and 

k. REQUESTS the Director-General^ within budgetary limits
 y
 to 

continue to improve the epidemiological services provided Ъу the 

Organization to national health administrations and others along 

the lines indicated in tho report. 

Decision: The draft resolution was adopted. 



UNIFORMITY OF POSTAL REGULATIONS ON TRANSMISSION OF BIOLOGICAL AND 
PATHOLOGICAL MATERIALS: Item 13 of the agenda (document EBll/25) 

Dr* TIMMERMAN, Director, Division of Therapeutic Substances> noted that 

document EBll/25， on the transport of biological and pathological materials, was 

largely of an informative character and had been prepared following the Board
1

 s 

request to the Director-General to study the matter. 

Following the recommendations made by the Universal Postal Congress, the 

Director-General had approached the health administrât ions of all Member States 

and Associate Member States in order to collect information on special instances ‘ 

of undue delay, so that the appropriate action might be taken. The Director of 

the Univiersal Postal Union had undertaken to obtain information on national 

postal regulations in that connexion. 

Professor CANA.IERIA wished to know whether it would be possible for information 

regarding the proceedings of the Transport and Communications Commission to be 

available in time for the International Congress of Microbiology, to be held in 

Rome in September. 

Difficulties had been experienced recently in connexion with customs 

formalities in the transport of biological materials and it would be desirable 

for the Director-General also to consider the possibility of unifying customs 

regulations in that field. 

J)r. TIMMERMAN, in reply to the points raised by Professor Canaperia, said 

that although complete information on the Transport and Communications Commission
1

 s 

proceedings would not be available before the Congress took place, it was nevertheless 

hoped to submit in time a report on the progress made* 



Efforts were already being made to introduce some uniformity into customs 

regulations but, in view of the complex nature of the problem, it was not yet 

known what results would be available by September. 

Dr. ALLWOOD-P/^EDES considered that the matter should continue to receive the 

particular attention of the Iforld Health Organization in view of the many difficulties 

encountered。 It would be desirable, when referring the question to the Universal 

Postal Union, to formulate certain concrete proposals on the basis of the technical 

information received, in the interests of obtaining a standardized form of trans-

mission for biological materials with the maximum rapidity. 

Dr. DOROLLE, Deputy Director-General, assured Dr. Allwood-Paredes that the 

Organization was making eveiy effort to obtain a solution. The task had, however, 

been rendered exceedingly complex by the large number of authorities involved and, 

although a solution would doubtless be arrived at by patient and consistent efforts, 

it was as yet impossible to say when. 

Decision: The Board noted document EBll/25 on the transport of 
biological and pathological materials„ 

6. TOXIC HAZARDS OF CERTAIN INSECTICIDES MB SIMILAR PRODUCTSî Item 16 of the 

agenda (document EBll/56) 

2r. 1RIGHT, Environmental Sanitation Division, recalled that a detailed study 

on the toxic hazards of certain insecticides and similar products had. been carried 

out following resolution EB8，R52。 A detailed report had been prepared in co-operation 

with the International Labour Organization, the Food and Agriculture Organization 



EBllAlin/6 
page 18 

and the Expert Advisory Panel on Insecticides, and would be published during the 

first quarter of 1953. 

The report covered every phase of the manufacture and application of insecticides 

and similar products, as well as the hazards to third parties, and gave all modern 

details available, including legislative methods used in various countries. Every 

attempt had been made to ensure that the report retained a practical character so 

that it might be as useful as possible. 

The CHAIRMAN submitted the following draft resolutions 

The. Executive Board 

NOTES that a report concerning the toxic hazards to human beings 

and animals of certain insecticides and similar products, as requested 

by the Executive Board at its eighth session (resolution EB8.R52), has 

been prepared and will be published in the Monograph Series during the 

first quarter of 1953. 

Decision； The draft resolution was adopted. 

7. APPLICATION FOR FULL APPROVAL BY WHO OF THE YELLOW-FEVER VACCINE PRODUCED 
BY THE WELLCOME RESEARCH LABORATORIES OF BECKENHAM, KENT, (UNITED KINGDOM): 
Item 50 of the agenda (document EBll/57) 

Dr. MURRAY, Chief, International Quarantine Section, called the Board's attention 

to the background information contained in document EBll/57 on the application for 

full approval by the World Health Organization of the yellow-fever vaccine produced 

by the Wellcome Laboratories. The Expert Panel on Yellow-Fever had recommended that 

the vaccine be accorded full recognition. 



The CHAIRMAN submitted the following draft resolution： 

The Executive Board 

ACCORDS full approval, for the purpose of the issue of international 

certificates of vaccination, to the yellow-fever vaccine produced by the 

Wellcome Research Laboratories, Beckenham, Kent, 

Dr. ALLWOOD-PAEEDES believed it would be desirable for the Board to state in 

its resolution that its approval of the yellow-fever vaccine produced by the 

Wellcome Research Laboratories was based on the report of the experts consulted. 

Professor ALIVISATOS requested information as to the procedure followed when 

the Board had on past occasions accorded its full approval to vaccines, 

* • 

The DEPUTY DIRECTCR-GENERAL said that the present draft resolution was in 

keeping with the resolutions adopted when the yellow-fever vaccines produced： at the 

laboratories in Bogota and Rio de Janeiro had been recognized. However, if the 

Board so wished, it would be possible to amend the draft resolution. 

Dr. iiLLY/OOD-PAREDES wished, in view of the Board's responsibility in the 

matter, formally to propose that the draft resolution under consideration, and also 
.... . • - , — : - . . ‘ ‘ ‘ • ‘ • 

arçr similar resolution "which might be taken in the future, be amplified along the 

lines he had suggested. It was, in his opinion, a sound practice to mention the 

expert panel consulted in granting such international approval, since members of 
• • ' . . . . . . . '. • ！ •• ‘ 

the Board had not themselves studied the question at first-hand. Usually, recommen-
. •！ ； . . . . ‘ - . • • ； • ‘ . "i • Г • "•‘ • - . '•-•-' • . . . . . . 

dations on subjects such as the one iinder consideration were communicated by report 

of an expert committee. His proposal represented a simplified form of that same 
：• ... • . 

procedure• 



The CHAIRMAN said that it would be possible to include the words "on the 

recommendation of the Expert Panel on Yellow-Fever" at the beginning of the draft 

resolution. However, it was his view that since the experts consulted were 

mentioned in document EBll/57 that would be sufficient, as the Board was clearly 

satisfied by their findings • More ove r, it would be preferable not to set a 

precedent in such matters, and he asked Dr. Allwood-Paredes to reconsider his 

proposal so that the competence of the Board might remain unchallenged. 

Dr. TOGBA was in favour of maintaining the original draft resolution since 

members of the Board were clearly individually satisfied by the recommendations 

made by the experts consulted* The previous practice should be adhered to. 

Dr. jiLLWOOD-PAREDES said he would not press his proposal. 
• • - » • 

Decisions The draft resolution was adopted. 

8. PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO RULES OF PROCEDURE OF THE HEALTH ASSEMBLÏ (RULES 61, 
62, 63 AND 106): Item 36 of the agenda (docunBnt EBll/9) 

Dr. MACKENZIE suggested that the Board should first of all reach a decision on 

the principle of whether the Health Assembly should hold secret ballots other than 

for elections* The remaining amendments could be studied after that decision had 

been arrived at* 

Although it was possible for the Board itself to hold secret ballots, he had 

serious misgivings regarding the practice of secret ballots in the Health Assembly 

other than for elections• No apparent reason existed for such a procedure as 

delegations were presumably voting according to instructions received from their 



respective governments. Document EBll/9 compared the procedure regarding secret 

ballots with that followed by the United Nations and the other specialized agencies. 

It was interesting to note that neither the United Nations nor the International 

Labour Organization made provision for secret ballot other than for elections. It 

would always be possible, if the need arose, to suspend the Rules of Procedure so 

that a secret, ballot might be held in exceptional circumstances. 

He supported the amendment to insert the word "normally" in the provision that 

all elections should be held by secret ballot (in Rule 68), since cases did arise 

where elections took place by acclamation. 

Professor CANAFERIA fully agreed with the previous speaker. He also was in 

favour of inserting the word "normally". Otherwise, Rule 68 could remain as it 

stood. 

Dr. van den BERG expressed agreement with Dr. Mackenzie and Professor Canaperia. 

The DIRECTCR-GENERAL said that it had been found desirable to clarify the 

situation since some conflict between the Rules of Procedure had arisen at the' Health 

Assembly. Clearly, a roll-call vote on i«hether a secret ballot should be
:

 héld • 

nullified the purpose of the secret ballot. It was therefore imperative to establish 

whether there should be aqy provision for secret ballot other than for elections. 

Dr. van den BERG noted that the same conflict between a roll-call vote -and 

secret ballot existed also within the Food and Agricultural Organization/ for 

instance. It would not appear, therefore, that the need existed for the World 

Health Organization to make special provision in that respect. 



Dr. MílCKENZIE suggested that the Board should vote on the principle of the 

secret ballot other than for elections. Then, the Rules of Procedure in question 

could be referred to a drafting group, or it could simply be decided to delete the 

remainder of Rule 68 so that it would readî "All elections shall normally be held 

by secret ballot". 

M. ZAEB, Chief, Legal Office, drew attention to the need to allow the Health 

Assembly full freedom of action. If the Health Assembly desired a secret ballot 

for other purposes than for elections, it was perfectly free to vote In that way. 

Consequently if the Board were to take a contrary decision, the freedom of action 

which was the right of the Health Assembly would be prejudiced. 

Dr. MACKENZIE pointed out that his proposal provided, for a secret ballot for 

purposes other than elections if the need were to arise on some urgent occasion. 

Following a point raised by Professor PERREIRA, M. ZARB stated that Rules 110 

and 111 of the Rules of Procedure of the Health Assembly provided for the suspension 

of Rules of Procedure. However, the suspension of a Rule was an expedient and should 

not be considered a normal procedure. The second sentence of Rule 68 as at present 

drafted clearly laid down that the Health Assembly could decide upon a secret ballot 

if it so desired. 

Dr. HURTADO emphasized that the voting system of most deliberative bodies had 

a traditional form which should be maintained. The secret ballot was perfectly 

legitimate on occasion. He fully accepted the interpretation offered by the 

Legal Adviser. The Rules of Procedure should be amended only in so far as. 



clarification was needed in order to maintain the inherent spirit of the Constitution. 

It was obvious that a roll-call vote nullified the value of a secret ballot. Some 

amendment was therefore required in that connexion. 

The meeting rose at 5.0$ p,m. 


