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The attention of the Regional Committee is invited to the following resolutions (copies attached) 
adopted by the Forty-seventh World Health Assembly and the ninety-third session of the Executive 
Board, which are of interest to the South-East Asia Region: 

1. NINTH GENERAL PROGRAMME O F  WORK (covering 
the period 1996-2001) (WHA47.4 and EB93.R8) 

The Assembly, recognizing that the Ninth General Programme of Work provides the policy framework 
for world health action by all partners in health development and for WHO programme development 
in the context of overall reform of the work of the Organization, and emphasizing that the goals and 
targets set in the Ninth GPW reiterate the commitment of the world health community for tackling 
existing emerging health problems and thus achieve greater equity in health status everywhere, stressed 
that the targets of the Ninth GPW are the minimum to be attained by the end of the period, but that 
the pace of. and the capacity for, achievement will vary in different situations. 

Further, recognizing the need for the Ninth GPW to be accessible to a wide audience such as 
decision-makers and health professionals as well as to the public at large, the Assembly approved the 
Ninth GPW and called on the Member States to set targets which address specific problems at national 
and/or subnational levels and to use the priorities in the "WHO programme framework" of the Ninth 
GPW as the basis for their cooperative activities with WHO. It also requested the Executive Board 
to continue to review the progress made and difficulties encountered, to monitor and evaluate the 
implementation of WHO'S own work, and to periodically review the implementation of the Ninth 
GPW. 

2. INFANT AND YOUNG CHILD NUTRITION 
(WHA47.5 and EB93.R9) 

The Assembly, recalling its resolutions WHA33.32, WHA34.22, WHA35.26, WHA37.30. WHA39.28, 
WHA41.11, WHA43.3, WHA45.34 AND WHA46.7 concerning infant and young child nutrition, 
appropriate feeding practices and related questions, reaffirmed its support for all these resolutions and 
reiterated to Member States the recommendations contained therein. 

Further, bearing in mind the superiority of breast-milk as the biological norm for nourishing 
infants, and that a deviation from this norm is associated with increased risks to the health of infants 
and mothers, the Assembly urged Member States to promote sound infant and young child nutrilion, 
in keeping with their commitment to the World Declaration and Plan of Action for Nutrition, through 
coherent effective intersectoral action, in order to ensure that there were no donations of free or 
subsidized supplies of breast-milk substitutes and other products covered by the International Code of 
Marketing of Breast-milk Substitutes in any part of the health care system, and to exercise extreme 
caution when planning, implementing or supporting emergency relief operations. It also requested the 
Director-General to complete the development of a comprehensive global approach and programme 
of action to strengthen national capacities for improving infant and young child feeding practices, to 
urge Member States to initiate the Baby-friendly Hospital Initiative and to support them, at their 
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request, in implementing this Initiative, particularly in their efforts to improve educational curricula 
and in-service training for all health and administrative personnel concerned, to increase and strengthen 
support to Member States. at their request, in giving effect to the principles and aim of the 
International Code and relevant resolutions, and to develop, in consultation with other concerned 
parties and as part of WHO'S normative function, guiding principles for use in emergency situations 
of breast-milk substitutes. 

3. MATERNAL AND CHILD HEALTH AND FAMILY PLANNING: 
QUALITY OF CARE (WHA47.9 and EB93.Rll) 

The Assembly, noting the report by the Director-General on maternal and child health and family 
planning: current needs and future orientation, and recalling its resolutions WHA32.42 on matemal 
and child health, including family planning, WHA32.30 on primary health care and monitoring health 
for all, WHA46.18 on maternal and child health and family planning for health. and WHA45.5 on 
strengthening nursing and midwifery services. recognized that enormous progress has been made in 
many aspects of matemal and child health, as evidenced by the great increase in immunization 
coverage, accessibility and use of family planning services and numbers of trained attendants at 
childbitth. 

Emphasizing that rapid progress in the health of mothers and the newborn and in family planning 
can be assured by improving the quality of care and the performance of the existing sewices and staff, 
the Assembly urged Member States to give priority to assessing and improving the quality of care for 
women and children in district-based health systems, to strengthen health centres so as to ensure a high 
level of nursing and midwifery care, to give priority to assessing and improving the quality of basic 
and continuing nursing and midwifery education, and to reorient Waining cunicula to community-based 
and problem-solving approaches. 

4. MATERNAL AND CHILD HEALTH AND FAMILY PLANNING: 
TRADITIONAL PRACTICES HARMFUL TO THE HEALTH OF 
WOMEN AND CHILDREN (WHA47.10 and EB93.Rl0) 

The Assembly, recalling its resolutions WHA32.42 on maternal and child health, including family 
planning, WHA38.22 on maturity before childbearing and promotion of respo~ible parenthood, and 
WHA46.18 on maternal and child health and family planning for health, and noting the report of the 
Director-General on matemal and child health and family planning: current needs and future 
orientation, recognized that, although some traditional practices may be beneficial or harmless, others. 
particularly those relating to female genital mutilation and early sexual relations and reproduction, 
cause serious problems in pregnancy and childbirth and have a profound effect on the health and 
development of children, inchding child care and feeding, creating risks of rickets and anaemia. 

Welcoming the initiative taken by the Director-General in drawing international attention to these 
matters in relation to health and human rights in the context of a comprehensive approach to women's 
health in all countries. the Assembly urged all Member States establish G o n a l  policies and 
programmes that will effectively, and with legal instruments, abolish female genital mutilation, 
childbearing before biological and social maturity, and other harmful practices affecting the health of 
women and children, and to collaborate with national nongovernmental groups active in this field, 
draw upon their experience and expertise and, where such groups do not exist, encourage their 
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establishment. It also requested the Director-General to strengthen WHO'S technical support and 
mobilize additional extrabudgetary resources in order to sustain the action at national, regional and 
global levels. 

5. IMPLEMENTATION OF WHO'S REVISED DRUG STRATEGY: REVISION 
AND AMENDMENT OF WHO'S GOOD MANUFACTURING PRACTICES 
FOR PHARMACEUTICAL PRODUCTS (WHA47.11 and EB93.R6) 

The Assembly, recalling its resolutions WHA20.34. WHA22.50 and WHA28.65, recognizing the 
importance of the WHO Certification Scheme on the Quality of Pharmaceutical Products Moving in 
International Commerce, noting the implementation of the WHO Certification Scheme's dependence 
on the promulgation of "Good Manufacturing Practices for Pharmaceutical Products", and being aware 
of the pharmaceutical technology passing through a phase of rapid development, approved the revision 
of the Good Manufacturing Practices for Pharmaceutical Products as contained in the thirty-second and 
thirty-third reports of the WHO Expert Committee on Specifications for Pharmaceutical Preparations, 
and authorized the Executive Board to approve such technical amendments to the Good Manufacturing 
Practices for Pharmaceutical Products as may be proposed in subsequent reports of meetings of the 
Expert Committee. 

6. IMPLEMENTATION OF WHO'S REVISED DRUG STRATEGY: RATIONAL 
USE OF DRUGS; AND WHO'S ACTION PROGRAMME ON ESSENTIAL 
DRUGS (WHA47.13) 

The Assembly. having considered the repon of the Director-General on the implementation of WHO's 
revised drug strategy, recalling resolutions WHA39.27, WHA41.16, WHA43.20 and WHA45.27, being 
aware of the role of the community in the rational use of drugs as well as problems with counterfeit 
drugs and drugs of poor quality, reaffirmed the crucial impoltance of WHO's leadership and 
coordination, through its Action Programme on Essential Drugs, in the development, support and 
evaluation of national drug policies within the framework of national health policies. 

The Assembly urged the Member States to commit themselves to the development and 
implementation of national drug policies, to promote rational use of drugs, and to accelerate the 
education and training of necessary human resources. It called on the interested parties to strengthen 
their technical and financial support to the Action Programme. It requested the Director-General to 
strengthen leadership and advocacy by the Action programme in mobilizing and coordinating a global 
collaborative effort to improve access to essential drugs and ensure that adequate financial and human 
resources are provided for implementing the programme. 

7. WHO ETHICAL CRITERIA FOR MEDICINAL DRUG 
PROMOTION (WHA47.16) 

The Assembly, recalling its resolutions WHA41.17, WHA43.20 and WHA45.30, noting the continued 
need to improve the quality of drugs and having considered the report of the Director-General on the 
outcome of the CIOMS/WHO Consultation on the WHO Ethical Criteria, confirmed that the regulation 
of drugs must ensure the safety, efficacy and quality of drugs, and that patients, pharmacists and 
prescribers should have access to appropriate information about drugs and their side-effects. 
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The Assembly called upon all concerned to continue their collaboration to implement the 
principles embodied in WHO'S Ethical Criteria for Medicinal Drug homotion, and urged Member 
States to develop and implement national mechanisms to conml drug promotion. It requested the 
Director-General to implement the recommendations of the CIOMS/WHO Consultation applicable to 
WHO, and provide support to Member States in strengthening drug regulatory capacity and 
mechanisms for the promotion of medicinal drugs. 

8. IMPLEMENTATION OF WHO'S REVISED DRUG STRATEGY, SAFETY, 
EFFICACY AND QUALITY OF PHARMACEUTICALS (WHA47.17) 

The Assembly, having considered the report of the Director-General on the implementation of WHO's 
Revised Drug Strategy, recalling its resolutions WHA37.33, WHA39.27 and WHA41.16, and being 
aware of countries' need to develop the capability to assure the quality of pharmaceutical and 
biological products, urged Member States to provide the resources and manpower needed to seengthen 
their national regulatory capability, and requested governments and pharmaceutical manufacturers to 
cooperate in order to ensure complementary support of public health goals. 

The Assembly requested the Director-General to maintain the normative activities that provide 
standards to assure the quality, safety and efficacy of pharmaceutical and biological products and 
provide complementary support and training at the counuy level to assist in strengthening national 
regulatory capacity. 

9. JOINT AND COSPONSORED UNITED NATIONS PROGRAMME 
ON HIVIAJDS (EB93.RS) 

The Executive Board, while taking into account World Health Assembly resolution WHA46.37 calling 
for a study on a joint and cosponsored United Nations programme on HIVIAIDS to provide for global 
coordination of policies, approaches and funding, recognized the need for improved coordination and 
better use of internal and kitemal resources in providing a multisectoral as well as unified response 
to the AIDS pandemic. Reaffirming WHO's constitutional mandate to act as the directing and 
coordinating authority for international health work, the Board stressed the importance of the 
government's role as the main coordinator of national response to the HIVIAIDS epidemic, including 
the institutional role of the ministries responsible for health in the programming, implementation and 
evaluation of health measures. 

While recommending the development and eventual establishment of a joint and cosponsored 
United Nations Programme on HIVIAIDS, to be administered by WHO, in accordance with the 
consensus option, it requested the Director-General to explore with the Secretary-General of the United 
Nations and the executive heads of UNICEF. UNDP. UNPF, UNESCO and the World Bank, ways and 
means to facilitate further development of this consensus option actively involving the Task Force on 
HIVIAIDS Coordination of the Management Committee of the WHO Global Programme on AIDS in 
this process, and to bring this resolution to the attention of the executive heads encouraging them to 
invite their governing bodies at their meetings in 1994, and also requested the Director-General to 
invite the Secretary-General to recommend to the Economic and Social Council that it endorse the 
establishment of this programme at its 1994 session. 
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10. ACCELERATING THE EMPLOYMENT AND PARTICIPATION 
OF WOMEN IN THE WORK OF WHO (EB93.RI7) 

The Executive Board, recalling World Health Assembly resolution WHA46.24, noting with concern 
the slow rate of progress k i n g  made towards reducing the imbalance of women and men on ihc staff 
of WHO, and particularly concerned that women continue to be grossly under-represented at thc 
highest levels and also, grade for grade, less often in positions of designated responsibility than men, 
requested the Director-General and the Regional Directors to ensure that, in cases where qualified 
women have not applied for a vacant post in the professional category, the Programme Manager 
concerned and the Division of Personnel undertake an active search for such candidates. to ensure that 
the short-list of candidates submitted to a selection for professional category posts includes quiilitied 
women candidates, and to pay particular attention to anything that might obstruct the employment of 
married women and mothers. It also urged the Director-General to henceforth give priority 
consideration. where qualifications are equal, to the appointment of women candidates at the D.2 and 
ungraded levels. 

11. EXPRESSION OF APPRECIATION TO DR U KO KO (EBY3.R4) 

The Executive Board, being mindful of Dr U KO KO's lifelong devotion to the cause of international 
health and recalling his thirteen years of service as Regional Director for South-East Asia, expressed 
its profound gratitude and appreciation to Dr U KO KO for his invaluable contribution to the work of 
WHO and its sincere good wishes for many further years of service to mankind. 


